Diana Frances, Princess of Wales, desc . of Robert Parke
by David L . Parke #13

Reunion - 1981
The 1981 reunion of the
Society was held at the
Brunswick Motor Inn in
Lancaster PA over the weekend
of August 28 -30 . Trustee
Harold Park planned and
Organized the best gathering
to date . He was assisted
& Mrs . Edward F.
Kilpatrick and Mr . & Mrs.
David L . Parke.
Rain, so much needed in
the area, was pouring down
continued on page 5
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The most exciting social
event of 1981 is without
doubt the stunning pageantry
that was the royal wedding
of Lady Diana Frances Spencer
to the Prince of Wales . The
news media noted that Lady
Diana had many American
relatives.
The source of this information was Boston Genealogist
Gary Boyd Roberts, who was
the principal speaker at the
Parke Society Reunion in
Lebanon CT six years ago.
He is the author of The
Mowbray Connection, which
traces the royal descent of
425 American immigrants.
Among these are the three
daughters of Alice Freeman
Thompson Parke the second
wife of Robert1 Parke . Her
daughter Dorothy became the
wife of Robert's son Thomas
in 1644 at Wethersfield CT.
So it is of special
interest to the descendants
of Robert i and Thomas 2 that
they now learn that they are
cousins of the future Queen
of England . The chart on
page 4 shows several lineages
from the four granddaughters
of Thomas 2 and Dorothy
Thompson . That you weren't
invited to the wedding was
of course an unfortunate
oversight! (By quick calculation I have found Diana to
be my 7th cousin 3 times
removed - ie, her greatgrandmother is my 7th cousin.
The Prince and my wife Jill
are her 7th cousins once
removed .)
The British press states
that Prince Charles could
not have married anyone the
British people would have
liked more . It is a most
continued on page 4
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Welcome New Members

Congratulations!
Adrian Parke Tilley, born
11 July 1980 at Olympia WA is
the first grandchild of Mrs.
Jane S . Parke #195.
John M . Stevens, son of
Charlotte #148 and Clarence
A. Stevens #194, was married
on 26 July 1981 at Athens PA
to Pamela K . Nichols . John
is a graduate of East
Stroudsburg State College
and is now teaching physical
education and health.
Amber Pauline Scott, born
11 March 1979 at Woodland CA,
is the daughter of James
Warren Scott and Jacquelin
Beckman . The grandmother is
Blanche Parks Anthony #276.
Jennifer Warner Watts,
daughter of Richard and Sally
Warner Watts, is the second
grandchild of Mrs . Milton Y.
Warner #296.
Robert Parke #156 announces
with pride his first greatgrandchild, Elizabeth Parke
born in Los Angeles 4 July 1979.
She is 14th generation from
Robert . Parents are Richard
Fenton Parke and Anne E.
Wright . Grandfather is David
B. Parke of Brewster MA.
Andrea Lynn Keenan born
19 Nov 1980 to Todd and
Cynthia Kay Keenan of Stanton
NE . Grandmother is Lila
Elaine Hubbard Harney #55.
Lila's eldest son, Michael
Lee Harney was married 8 Nov
1980 in Clarkson NE to Monica
Christine Baument.
The daughters of Gabriel
Parks Rumble Jr . #233 and his
wife Inge are in the news for
their scholastic achievements.
(see Vol XV p9) Juliet
Taylor Rumble has been awarded
a Harold Sterling Vanderbilt
Scholarship for four years of
graduate study at Vanderbilt
University . She was First
Honor Graduate at the UniverPatricRe GA in 1980.
sity of
Vanessa Parks Rumble was
awarded a Woodruff Scholarship
for three years of advanced
study at Emory University.
She received highest honors
.Youngre FredR at Mercer University in June .

449.
450.
451.
452.
453.
454.
455.
456.
457.

Mr . Peter C . H . Beeman
Mrs . Nancy C . Hopkins
Mrs . Helen R . Johnson
Mr . Albert L . Parks
Mr . Philip J . Farmer
Mrs . Ruth Greenfield
Mrs . Catherine M . Newell
Mrs . Thelma E . Anderson
Mr . Eugene W . Hubbard
IN

MEMORIAM

Our oldest member, Jennie
Ada Kenyon Burdick #373, died
11 Jan 1981 . She had celebrated her 105th birthday on
23 Nov . The Fall issue 1979
pictured her on her wedding
day 1 Jan 1902 . Her wedding
dress was presented to the
Society at her request by
her son, Walter L . G . Burdick.
Most of her life was spent
in Canterbury CT having moved
to the Carey Farm in that
town from North Stonington CT
in 1890 . She is 6th generation
from Peter Park of Stonington,
said to have been from Scotland.
thur Wallace Hubbard
died 30 Mar 1981 at Norfolk-NE . He was 80 years to the
day having been born in Royal
NE the son of Edmund Wilmont
Hubbard and Mercedes A . Haskin.
He was a grandson of Cynthia
Jane Parks, one of the brave
Nebraska homesteaders from
Wells VT (see Vol XIV p33).
Arthur farmed in Stanton
Co . NE until he entered the
Air Force in 1942 . After
discharge he moved to Greeley
CO where he was in the trucking business . Returning to
Norfolk NE in 1946 he served
for the next 20 years in the
Norfolk Regional Center.
On 22 Jun 1929 he married
Helen J . Bartholomew at
Madison NE . Besides his
wife he is survived by Lila
Elaine Hubbard Harney #55,
6 grandchildren, and 2 great
grandchildren, also a sister
Edna Jane Hubbard Geisler
#27 of Creighton NE.
Edward E . Bradley #174
died 30 Mar 1981 at South
Kingstown RI after a long
illness . He was 11th generation from Robert through
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Thomas5, Robert3,
James4, Robert Henry , Vestus H 7 ,
Amanda M 8 , to Edward E . and
dward P . Bradley . He was
the husband of Jean A.
Bradley#40.
Ed worked for Bostitch,
Inc . in Rhode Island for
34 years . Outside interests
included various leadership
responsibilities with the
Boy Scouts and the Pettaquamscutt Historical Society.
He loved driving, be it a
little VW or large truck or
bus - and never an accident
in 44 years.
During World War II he
served 4 years in the 97th
Field Artillary . Three of
these were in the South
Pacific attached to one of
the Army's last mule outfits.
It was their boast that
'there wasn't a wheel in the
outfit' . They packed all
artillery and other gear on
the animals and led them up
and down the mountains of
New Caledonia wherever gun
emplacements were needed.
The equipment was tied on with
a double diamond hitch unique in that one tug on a
, n line would untie the
E

Queries
Refer to address list to
contact member.
#323 Mrs . Jack Mundell needs
the death date of ZERVIAH PARKE
b 19 Feb 1721 in Plainfield CT;
m 27 Jun 1739, New London CT to
john WEDGE who was born 23 Mar
1717 at Preston CT, died 1761
in Warren CT . She is attempting to establish this ZERVIAH
as mother of Stephen WEDGE
born 1759 at Kent, now Warren CT
#85 To some of you CT folks he
says - We need proof of the
birth of Benjamin Perry MARTIN
in Hartford CT 17 Apr 1771
together with proof of his
relationship to Oliver Hazzard
PERRY . Benjamin married
LENORA PARKS in April 1815.
#29 Harry A . Park needs
father of ANDREW PARK 1760 born in West Va . Also
who did he marry?
James Hazlitt wants
parents of ELIZABETH PARKE
who married Robert HAZLITT
at Christ Church, Philadel-

whole load instantly . Ed
was one of the first eight
service veteranc to accumulate
enough 'points' for discharge.

and Etta Lenora Wolcott . The
family story was beautifully
protrayed in the book A Story
for My Children edited by his
sister Nettie Ruth Park.
Cliff's early years were
spent with the Ingersoll-Rand
Co . in Athens PA and for a
time he operated a farm . Later
he was employed by Robertson
& Son in Nichols NY as a
foreman and setup man . The
company represented the John
Deere farm machinery line.
The equipment was received by
rail in knocked-down form.
From the pile of bolts, burrs
and metal parts Cliff was able
to assemble a workable combine
in two weeks.
He was an active member of
Westbrook Masonic Lodge #333
for nearly 50 years - 20 of
these as Secretary, 7 as asst.
Grand Lecturer for the Chemung,
Schuyler and Tioga district,
and 2 years as Grand RepresentFormer Trustee Clifford J.
ative to the State of Illinois.
Park #131 died on Easter Sunday
Helen Backer Bartlett #196
19 Apr 1981 at his winter home
and he were married for over
in Zephyr Hills FL . He was
55 years . A son Gaylord
born 19 Jun 1906 in Newark NJ.
operates the T .L .C . RetireA 10th generation from Robert,
ment Home in Zephyr Hills FL.
he was the youngest of 14
There are three grandchildren
children of Burton William Park Jaime, Pamela and Jon
phia 12 Dec 1750 . Only ref.
todate is PA Archives, 2nd
Series Vol 8 p119.
#400 Mrs . Thomas McCabe wants
more info on SARAH GEER (16591718) who married NATHANIEL
PARKE (1650-1718) New London.
#437 Edna Howard needs parents
and immigrant ancestor of Mjr
WILLIAM PARK b VA, killed by
Indians about 1800, Washington
City PA, m Ann MARQUIS b 1752
Frederick Cty VA, had two ch.
His
1750sister JANE PARK b
in VA d at Cross Creek, Washington Cty PA 1841 . In 1776
m Lt Thomas MARQUIS b 1753
'Opequon' Frederick Cty VA.
They settled at Vance's Fort
and later at Cross Creek Vil.
ca 1827 . Thomas is brother
of Ann referenced earlier.
#353 Elizabeth Parks wants
ancestry of EMALINE PARK
b NY ca 1821, m Thomas FORD
b England ca 1820 . Had two ch
b Buffalo NY in 1843 & 1846.
Moved to Algonquin, McHenry
Cty IL about 1847 where 5
ch were born . Thomas was a
blacksmith .

#53 Jean Anderson gives ESTHER b ca 1745 CT d 1 Nov
1831 bur East Avon NY . She
married 1) Jonathan FORSYTH.
Ch : Alexander, Elisha, William ,
Azor, Hannah . Widowed 1788,
married 2) John GANSON.
Headstone reads ESTHER FORSYTH.
Was her maiden name PARK(E)?
Who were her parents?
#115 E P Woods desc of DANIEL
PARKE b 6 Apr 1758 East Haddam
CT d 6 Oct 1836 Camden NY m
Esther RANNEY 13 Apr 1779.
Where is Daniel's powder horn
he carried thruout Rev . War?
Where is Parke family bible?
Need good picture of powder
horn & copy of bible records.
#450 Nancy Hopkins help
researching parents of MARY
HILL (1749-1829) wife of
MOSES PARK (1738-1828) . She
is said to have immigrated
to colonies as a child but
old enough to remember the
crossing with parents . They
settled in CT, but she later
moved to VA and m MOSES.
They moved on to NC.
Nancy will help members
needing research in Leon Co TX.
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'Diana' from page 1
awesome undertaking for a
girl of 20 . Diana is the
first Princess of Wales
since 1910 and only the
ninth since Joan, "the fair
maid of Kent", "hitched up"
with Edward the Black Prince
in 1361 . In her new royal
position, she is automatically
facing 170 official engagements per year : Royal Ascot,
Trooping of the Colors, Opening
Parliament, Badminton Horse
Trials, Chelsea Flower Show,
Cowes Regatta, and Wimbleton
to name a few.
With Queen Elizabeth not
yet 60, it seems evident that
Charles and Diana will have a
long wait before they ascend
the throne . With so many
monarchies abolished the
question could be raised,
"Will they ever be crowned?"

Time Magazine reports that
it took "upwards of $46
million to keep the royal
operation afloat, and even in
a time of serious unemployment

there are surprisingly few
complaints that the country
not getting its money's worth.
Almost 90% of poled Britons
want to retain the monarchy ."
Diana, as the accompanying chart notes, is the daughter of Frances Ruth BurkeRoche by her first marriage
(to Edward John Spencer .)
She was born at Park (sic)
House, part of the 20,000acre royal estate at
Sandringham, in Norfolk,
which the Spencer family
rented from the Crown . The
plush setting for her early
childhood was no assurance of
a happy home . After her
parents' messy divorce when
she was 8 (her mother ran off
with Peter Shand-Kidd), Diana,
her brother and two sisters
shuttled back and forth
between separate households.
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Schooling included
Riddlesworth Hall in Norfolk
West Heath, a boarding
1 in Kent, where Diana
excelled in sports and had a
.idling" classroom record.
At 16 she spent twelve weeks
at Videmanette, a Swiss
finishing school near Gstaad
primarily to learn to ski,
but also to brush up on
French, cooking, sewing, and
typing . Nothing much here
to spice up a resume, but
most satisfactory for the
sort of genteel,
pass-the-time employment that came
Diana's way : governess, cook
nanny, kindergarten teacher.
At the age of 20 she
has renounced forever
spontaneity and privacy,
freedom and independence,
her red Mini Metro, and her
Chelsea apartment, past
friendships and future
intimacies other than those
deemed appropriate for
royal confidences . She

looks forward to a lifetime
of extreme wealth and luxury,
with castles, yachts, and
private jets whereever she
travels . She will have a
minimum of one private
secretary, four ladies-inwaiting, a large nursery
staff when the time comes,
security men, maids, valets,
gardeners and a fleet of
servants . The constant
glare of publicity will
reveal the smallest faux
pas in her comportment and
dress . By her vows on July
29th she has . chosen to live
in one of the world's most
transparent goldfish bowls,
that of the adored British
royal family.
So this is the young
lady Prince Charles has
finally settled upon . Her
Royal Highness will one day
be the United Kingdom's
one-eighth American queen.
She will wear a crown with
the 109-carat Koh-i-noor

diamond as its centerpiece.
Charles's grandmother, Queen
Mother Elizabeth, was the
last to wear it . Time
comments "watching Diana,
whether accepting a flower
from a schoolboy or negotiating
a receiving line, one wonders
for a moment if such a crown
might not be . . . well, yes,
superfluous . Good enough,
really, just to see her smile ."

'Reunion' from page 1
the members arrived on
y, but it cleared
beautifully for the weekend.
- meeting room just inside
the entrance, the dining
facilities and the guest
rooms were all perfect for
the event.
President Kathryn Parke
presided at the Trustees'
meeting on Friday evening to
which all members were invited
to participate . Our new
Historian, Tad Parks, was
introduced and gave a report
on his activity . NEWSLETTER
Editor David Parke spoke
briefly . He apologized for
the delay in publishing
recent issues . It was
decided that only two issues
would be published this year
with a return to three in
1982 . Funds normally used
for the third issue will
instead be used for a CPA to
review the Society's financial structure.
An action taken at last
Fall's Trustees' meeting was
discussed . Past Presidents
designated Honorary
____ Members and given an
Honary Life Membership.
Trustees and Officers
will have a voting right,
however . as specified in

the By-laws.
The annual seminar began
at 9 Saturday morning with
comments by the President,
the Historian and NEWSLETTER
Editor . A large display of
the Society's library and
records were noted . Members
were free to peruse this
material at their leisure
throughout the weekend . In
the absence of William John
Park #337, President of the
Park Seed Co . of Greenville
SC, his prepared talk about
his branch of the Park
family and the company
started by his father, George
Watt Park, was read by Ed
Kilpatrick . This was followed by a slide presentation
showing the operations and
the beautiful results
obtained from their 'products'
Following a coffee break
Margaret Kilpatrick presented
a paper with charts describing
the Scottish immigration to
this country, much of it
within Pennsylvania . Many
of these were Parks whose
families had lived in northern
Ireland for two or three
generations before coming
across the Atlantic . This
latter move was during the
18th century prior to the
Revolution . The misnamed

'Scotch-Irish' had been so
badly treated by the English
that they enthusiastically
supported the fight for
independence . The Editor
hopes to present the talk in
full in a future issue with
Mrs . Kilpatrick's permission.
Following the luncheon,
members boarded a chartered
bus for the tour of the Amish
country . The first stop was
at the Hans Herr House, the
oldest in Lancaster Co . dating
to 1719 . Harold Park, acting
as tour guide, pointed out
that the house was not built
to the standards found in
New England at that period.
The next locality visited
was Paradise, site of the
Park Seed Co . for over 20
years . Although the original
buildings burned during the
early '30s, the houses built
for employees and the Park
homestead are still to be seen.
The bus then proceeded to
Bird-In-Hand where a large
tourist complex has been
developed . A multiscreen
slide presentation gave a
brief history of the Mennonite and Amish people and their
religious beliefs . Adjoining
the slide show is a display of
paintings created with a
continued next page
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Some of the reuning members at the Hans Herr House
built in 1719, oldest in Lancaster County PA.
unique three dimensional
effect . This traces the
activities and customs of the
Amish people . There were
many small shops where one
could pick up souveniers and
products of the local inhabitants . The bus returned to
the Motor Inn just in time
for the Society's Annual
Meeting.
Special interest at the
meeting centered on the
location for the 1982 gathering . The decision to visit
Salt Lake City next summer was
unanimously agreed upon . Past
President Stuart Park, chairman for the affair, indicated
that the opportunities for
genealogical research are
unmatched . Assistance will be
given as desired to those
attending . In addition, we
will be able to visit the
Mormon Tabernacle and hear the
world famous choir and organ.
Announcement was made by
President Kathryn Parke of the
recipients of the Society's
Dedicated Service Award . This
award is given in recognition
of the part that Parke Descendants have played in the development of mankind . This year
the Society brings attention to
Elizabeth Hunter Ruppert,
editor and publisher of Ruby
Anderson's first two Parke
Scrapbooks, and George
Horace Gallup, founder and
director of the American
Institute of Public Opinion .

Trustees elected for a
three year term are Edward
F . Kilpatrick #326, Jean
Carroll #334 and Fred R.
Youngren #99 . Dana Parks
Jr . #44 took over the gavel
from Kathryn Parke as the
Society's new President.
(see Vol XVII p37 for biographical brief) All other
officers were reelected for
the coming year.
The banquet Saturday
evening was highlighted by
the delightfully entertaining and informative talk by
Lancaster Co . Historical
Society President John W.
W . Loose . A lifelong

resident of the county, he
has made a thorough study of
the Mennonite people, their
culture and religion . He
pointed out that there are
hardly two congregations who
see eye to eye . Their
customs in dress and practice
seem almost the same to the
visitor, but to them the
differences are vital to their
daily life . Many limit their
transportation to horse and
buggy, while others approve
the use of a car - as long as
the chrome is painted black.
Sunday morning several
car-loads journeyed to
Parkesburg, a few miles east
of Lancaster . There we
attended service at the
Upper Octorara Presbyterian
Church . Among its founding
fathers in 1720 was Arthur
Parke, immigrant ancestor to
many Park/e/s throughout the
country . The cemetary across
the road includes many of his
early descendants.
Following the service a
visit was made to two Parke
mansions in the borough
founded by John Grubb Parke
(1761
- 1837)
greatgrandson
of Arthur . The first home
had been left to three Parke
sisters who are now deceased.
Members were cordially
welcomed by Mr . N . J . DaPrado,
surviving husband of one of
the sisters . The setting for
the brick house seems ideal,
well back from the street,
beautiful old oaks - but there
continued next page

Members during the bus tour, a part of the 1981
gathering at Lancaster PA
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George Watt Park - Crusader for Home Gardeners Part II
y Margery L . Fitts #58
The highly successful
seed business started by
George Watt Park in,
Fannettsburg PA had out
grown its quarters by the
turn of the century . The
new site chosen was just
east 'of Lancaster in the
village of Paradise . The
business, being a large
mail order house, warrented
having its own post office.
George aptly named the
location LaPark.
George Park, with his
usual foresight, installed
automatic, steam powered
packing machinery . He was
right that this would
decrease packaging costs
and that this cost decrease
could be passed on to the
consumer . In the mid 1930's
an article in Fortune gave
special recognition to the
Park Seed Co . ; among other
comments, it cited Park as
the "bete noir" of similar
order houses because
:ill continued the five
•-' 3 per packet price (in
effect till the end of
World War II).
This same Fortune story
on the mail-order seed
business states that, contrary to popular belief,
few of the seeds offered in

Park Seed Co, LaPark PA . Here were offices and post office where
hundreds of thousands of seed catalogues were posted.
unusual to offer his clients.
catalogues are grown by
He made no secret of these
that distributor . Amateur
explorations, as did many of
gardeners, who buy the
his competitors, who felt
largest percentage of flower
that "Ignorance is bliss".
packets, assume that the
He freely acknowledged this
seeds they buy from a favorin his catalogue advertising,
ite catalogue are grown by
giving credit when and where
that company . This assumpdue . Thanks to sister
tion is false . Some areas
Margaret, who managed the
are better suited than
business in his absence,
others for growing certain
readers of the Floral Magakinds of seed or plants.
zine were treated to monthly
We know that tulip bulbs
bulletins of his travel
come from Holland ; do we
adventures.
realize that our petunias
After numerous searches
might have come from Japan?
throughout the United States,
California's great anonymous
he turned his attention to
seed growing companies are
Mexico . Although the
the largest suppliers of a
language and food were
env of the numerous seed
tremendous variety, and ship
strange, he looked past them
seeds all over the world.
to the blazing Bougainvillaea
'Reunion" continued
George Park learned early
and other exotic flowers for
that he would have to travel
is one exception - the main
experimentation back home.
to seek out the new and
line Pennsylvania RR is 50 ft.
.
When
the
from the front door
house was built around 1815
no thought was given to this
nuisance since it was another
20 years before tracks were
laid.
The other house was built
by the founder John Parke in
1813 . It stands on a hill on
the south side of town.
Renovation in 1896 for a local
industrialist, Horace A . Beale,
was completed at a cost of
$165,000 . The building is now
'The Fireside Inn', a sign
indicating its purpose as
for 'gourmet dining and
_c cocktails' . Were John
return he would be more
Comfortably situated than his
Home of George Watt Park at LaPark PA
cousin by the railroad tracks!
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Front of the Park Seed Co . LaPark PA
One of his side trips, however, became a fiasco.
He and his companions had
ridden across a plain to a
mountain where, in the ascent,
he had secured some unusual
plants . Rather than carry
them to the top and back, he
stuffed them in a culvert to
retrieve on his way down.
But a flash flood swooshed
the precious specimens out
of the culvert and scattered
them irretrievably.
In later years, as he
explored further afield,
stories of his experiences
in Europe and the British
Isles made refreshing
reading for his Floral
Magazine subscribers . Some
stories were serious, some
humerous, but because they
were frankly told in the
first person, readers felt
that they were right there
with Mr . Park . He wrote of
his reactions to sights and
customs in various countries.
Kew Gardens in England were
magnificent, but the coffee
. . ugh! In Holland he had
a hair-raising ride in a
wagon to catch a train, and
went to a Dutch wedding
(which did not impress him
because at the reception,
the men constantly indulged
in smoking . George firmly
believed that both tobacco
and alcohol were instruments
of the devil .) In Paris a
Browallia in a second story
window caught his eye ; it
later became one of his
favorite flowers .

A religious and selfdisciplined man, he approved
of the way so many Germans
observed their Sundays with
family garden picnics . He
regretted that America had
not adopted the custom, the
moralist in him adding,
It is certainly a lot
better to spend the Sabboth
Day in their little gardens
among the plants and flowers
than to be scattered and
roaming . . . often with
evil companions who poison
young minds and encourage
careers that lead to ruin ."
With the onset of World

War I, George had to cut
short his journey on the
Continent . He returned to
America from Dublin, where
he had his last glimpse of
his favorite Botanic Gardens,
the Glasnevin . He shipped
in the Olympic with "windows
covered with black cloth to
avoid attracting the attention
of any German cruisers that
might be within sight ." Back
home, he found that the war
somewhat affected his business, for he had been importing quantities of seeds from
Germany ; now these shipments
had to be curtailed . Many
varieties obtainable nowhere
else had to be cut from his
catalogues.
In 1918, at 65 years old
and alone, his family grown
up, George Park sold both
the seed business and the
magazine, intending to
retire . He then had a
mailing list of 800,000, and
600,000 Floral Magazine subscribers . His successors,
the Fisher brothers, continued
the business until 1924, when
they turned the company over
to the Lancaster Seed Co.
During the Depression the
buildings burned to the ground .
1918 was also a personally
momentous year for George.
Earlier a young South Carolina
woman employed as a county
extension agent and home dem-

NEWS LETTER of the Parke Society
8

onstrator had written him for
advice on teaching
horticul- to housewives . On one of
his many Southern trips George
stopped to see her. Their
acquaintance grew, blossoming
into love . In 1918 they were
married.
The bride was 28 year old
Mary Barratt, daughter of John
Perkins and Martha (Jordan)
Barratt of Greenwood, South
Carolina . Mary's grandmother,
interestingly enough, was an
Elizabeth Parks (lineage not
yet traced) who had married
John Joseph Gall Barratt.
His immigrant ancestor, John
Perkins Barratt, was born in
Yorkshire, England, in 1795
and came to this country at
twenty-one, landing at
Charleston . He was a man of
many talents : physician,
scientist, architect, artist
and naturalist . He corresponded with such noted
naturalists as Audubon,
Agassis and Bachman . His
interest in horticulture
showed in his growing rare
trees, shrubs and flowers
around his house and in his
conservatory . He would have
V'
pleased to know that his
great-granddaughter would
Choose George W . Park as her
husband.
George and Mary Park had
two sons : George Barratt in
1920 when his father was 67,
William John in 1925 when the
father was 73 . William John,
the company's current president, tells of a conversation
with Strom Thurmond . The
Senator, then in his 60's had
a young wife in her mid-twenties . He was so impressed
when William John mentioned
his father's age that he
called : "Nancy! Nancy! Did
you hear that?" Nine months
later the Thurmonds had their
first child.
Although George had found
"an ideal place" for his
permanent home at Dunedin,
Florida, he was not made for
retirement . The seed business
was "in his blood" ; it drew
him with magnetic force . At
his home on Florida's west
oast he started fresh, and
by 1923 he had a new catalogue
printed and distributed from
In his "Chat with
Patrons" column he told how
lonely and unsatisfied he felt

Mary Barratt Park
in retirement . "My mind
reverted to the days when I
associated by letter with a
host of congenial friends
living in all parts of the
world ." He longed to renew
those contacts . In many
cases he was writing to the
2nd and 3rd generations of
families he had dealt with in
the past fifty years.
Before long, however, he
learned that Dunedin climate,
though "an earthly paradise",
was wrong for his kind of
business . Before air-conditioning and dehumidifiers
seeds did not keep long there.
Again he needed a new location.
This time he tried his wife's
home town, Greenwood, South
Carolina . In this more
moderate climate and with a
faithful following of satisfied customers, his business
again flourished . By 1931
he reported that his volume
had doubled since his 1923 .
restarting . This proved that
he was successful in his
stated aim "to satisfy all
those who trust me with their
orders ."
Although George W . Park's
life ended in February, 1935,
at 82, this did not end the
business which he had founded
more than sixty-five years
earlier . His wife, Mary,
"took over" and kept it in
her capable hands until she
retired in 1947 . An upright,
industrious woman, she

William John Park
shouldered a heavy load,
sometimes working sixteen-hour
days to get out orders on time.
An amusing anecdote shows
that she was 'cut out of the
same piece of cloth' as her
husband . Because she had two
small boys at home, she could
not take long trips to find
unusual plants, so she searched
thoroughly near home . Once a
company employee saw her boss
in hip boots, wading through
the pond at Parkton (as the
Greenwood plant and residence
were called) gathering waterlilies . Fearing for her
safety, the woman cried out,
"Mrs . Park, we are worried to
death about you out there!"
"If you had been working as you
should have been, you wouldn't
have noticed", came the prompt
reply.
Early in life, the boys had
their own small gardens, as
their father had before them.
Later they worked for the
company after school, learning
seed production, merchandising,
and their parents' business
philosophy . After college and
Navy service in World War II,
they returned home well able
to carry on where father and
mother had left off . George
B . became the president and
managed the marketing, while
William John looked after
the horticultural side of
the business . This arrangement ended in 1967 with the
tragic death of George and
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his wife, Margaret, in an
airplane crash.
William John Park, who
then became president,
carries on the family tradition of seeing gardening as
a chance to get back to
nature and life's basics.
Since its founder's time,
however, the business has
expanded greatly and developed into new fields . Today's
catalogue mailings run well
over 3 million copies, filled
with brilliant illustrations
but seed packets are no
longer five cents each.
The New Yorker magazine
printed a series of brisk
essays by Katherine S . White,
containing piquant, purely
subjective comments on
matters interesting gardeners.
Several of these evaluated
seedsmen's catalogues which
she had studied during the
past two years . These were
later collected in a charming
volume, Onward and Upward In
The Garden, (Farrar, Straus
& Giroux).
The following excerpts
show how she enjoyed the 1959
issue of the George W . Park
Catalogue . "My happiest
discovery, perhaps, is 'Park's
Flower Book' . . . .the charms of
this friendly, crowded seed
book will be no news to many
catalogue readers, for I
gather that most of the South,
and a good section of the
North as well, had been buying
seeds from Park for the better
part of a century . . . The
first impression the big
volume gives is of soft,
harmonious color . . . exceptionally good and true-to-life ."
On the opening page are

photographs of the founder
and his sons, a poem by
Emerson and a prayer by John
Henry Jowett of thanks for
all beautiful things, followed by the question, "My
friends, are these your
sentiments? If not, why
not? -- Park," as well as
two little Victorian
engravings.
Mrs . White continues:
"All this material -- poem,
prayer, photographs, and
engravings -- surrounds a
1959 letter of news and
inspiration, which begins,
'Dear Patron Friends,' and
ends, 'Floricordially yours,
Geo . B . Park, President .'
It is a gentle, unpushing
letter, inviting you to
find Peace in your garden
and 'in the soul, too,'
before it discusses some of
Park's 1959 'exclusives' -Double Gloxinia, Begonia
Cinderella, and Park's
Cherry Tart . Though they
are pretty, I do not happen
to like any of these three
new flowers as well as I do
some of Park's other recent
introductions ."
Packaging and storing
have become more efficient,
while hybridization has
improved varieties . In
1975, the Wayside Gardens of
Mentor, Ohio was bought by
Park and moved to Hodges, SC,
where it has become a topflight nursery . Recently a
new energy saving solar
system has been installed.
Today's Greenwood plant
employs many people, varying
seasonally from its permanent 300 up to 600 and
including a Doctor of Genetics

and Plant Breeding . They are
busy both outdoors and in, not
only experimenting with and
tending the gardens, but
processing
putting
orders and
out the catalogues, a truly
large task . One can look out
from its windows on acres of
trial grounds where some 1,600
different flowers and vegetables are tested . This multicolored carpet attracts
thousands of visitors annually,
especially in mid-summer,
when the blossoms are at their
peak.
One wonders what George
Watt Park might think if he
could return and see the size
of the enterprise, based on
hard work, honesty, initiative
and caring, which has grown
from the handful of seeds his
mother gave him . Is this not
the sort of success millions
expected when they stepped
from their immigrant ships
onto America's streets,
reputedly "paved with gold"?

Book Review
The Society has just
received from past-Presiden
Bill Cook #66 the results
of a "40-year-long chore"!
It is entitled Looking
Backward, a brief study of
more than 50 generations of
one American family's
ancestors . The book has
been privately printed with
only 50 copies . The price:
$23 .75 and may be ordered
by writing him at 1850 S.
Ocean Lane, Ft Lauderdale
FL 33316.
On several occasions Bill
shared much of the facts in
this book as 'Ancestral
Safaries' presented at the
Society reunions . He also
included several articles
in the NEWSLETTER.
The royal ancestry of
Thomas 2 Parke's wife Dorothy
Thompson is traced back
through the medieval British
nobles and gentry, the
Celtic rulers, English Kings,
and to the Normans.
If you are looking for a
thoroughly detailed lineage
of your ancestors look no
further! More than half the
Society is descended from
Thomas so the few copies
should go quickly.
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Kirklands of New York State
A brief sketch of the Rev.
Samuel Kirkland, missionary
to the Indians, appeared in
the NEWSLETTER's last issue.
Now we turn to three other
Kirklands : 1) his son John
Thornton 1770-1840 ; 2) his
nephew Joseph 1772 , son
of his twin brother Joseph;
3) Charles Pinckney 1797 his grand-nephew . The
lineage chart shows the family
relationships on page 41 of
Vol XVII and on page 4 in this
issue.
John Thornton Kirkland was
a frontier child, born 17
August 1770 in Little Falls
NY while his father was founding the academy that became
Hamilton College . The Indians
called him Agonewiska, or Fair
Face . His mother, Jerusha
Bingham, (a niece of Eleazer
Wheelock, founder of Dartmouth
College) took the children to
Stockbridge, MA during the
Revolutin.
In 1784 John entered the
Phillips Academy, Andover;
in the spring of 1786,
Harvard College . He served as
a volunteer against the Shays
Rebellion, and graduated in
1789, the second scholar in
his class and a general favorite socially . After teaching
a year at Andover, he studied
for the ministry under an
extreme Calvinist ; in reaction
he returned to Harvard to
study the works of liberal
divines . During this time
the college appointed him
tutor in logic and metaphysics.
Kirkland was chosen pastor
of the new South Church,
Boston in 1793 and was ordained
5 Feb 1794 . As a preacher he
made religion attractive, and
was successful in winning back
both the young and the sophisticated from "French infidelity ." His Phi Beta Kappa
oration of 1798 against
French infidelity and his
sermon on the death of George
Washington in 1800 made him a
public character and earned
he degree of DD at
Princeto.
When the Harvard Presidency became vacant in 1810,

John had become the personified ideal of a New England
gentleman and scholar . He
was chosen President without
opposition . During his
administration Harvard College
definitely became a University,
with Schools of Law, Medicine
and Theology in addition to
the School of Arts . No
Harvard President was ever
more popular or beloved . He
attracted many students from
outside New England, especially from the South . Dr.
Kirkland worked in complete
harmony with the College
Corporation, increasing the
standard of teaching and
study.
About 1823 he began to lose
his grip, though not his
popularity . Student disorders
culminated in the "Great
Rebellion", when half the
senior class was expelled just
before Commencement.
Nathaniel Bowditch, author of
The Practical Navigator, then
an elected fellow of the
Corporation, forced steps to
be taken undermining the
President's authority . In
1827 Kirkland suffered a
stroke . An outburst from
Bowditch against him on a
point of student discipline
caused his sudden resignation
in 1828 .
* * *
Joseph Kirkland, nephew of
The Rev . Samuel Kirkland, was
born in 1772 at Norwich CT,
the son of Joseph and Joseph's
first cousin Hannah Perkins.
Following graduation from Yale
in 1790 he first studied law
in Connecticut, then moved to
New Hartford NY to be near his
uncle and to practice law.
In 1803 he was elected to the
State Assembly, where he
remained until appointed
District Attorney ten years
later . His jurisdiction by
then included Herkimer,
Chenango, Madison, Lewis
and Jefferson, as well as
Oneida County.
Immediately after this
appointment 'General'
Kirkland moved to Utica . His
title was merely a courtesy
one, although Joseph had

served in the militia in his
younger days . He was elected
Congressman in 1818, serving
until 1829 . In 1832 he
became the first Mayor of
Utica under its new Charter.
During his first year in
office, cholera struck Utica
a serious blow . All fled the
city who could, but Kirkland
stuck to his post and worked
to the limit in fighting this
dread disease . He was
actively connected with nearly
all important business or charitable enterprises, including
Oneida Glass Factory, New
Hartford Mfg . Society, Paris
Furnace Co . and he was a
trusee of Hamilton College.
Joseph Kirkland and his
wife, Sarah Backus, had
twelve children, ten of whom
lived beyond childhood.
Kirkland bought the handsome
house in 1813, (shown on page 12)
when he moved to Utica . He
added a third story and wing
to accomodate his growing
family . The original part
dates to 1795 . Few houses in
the area are so old.
* * *
Joseph's son, Charles
Pinckney Kirkland, was born
in New Holland NY in 1797
and was graduated from
Hamilton College in 1816.
Naturally he began to study
law in his father's office in
Utica . After his admittance
to the bar, he became a
partner in the firm . Later
he formed a partnership with
William J . Bacon and built up
a large practice . In 1838 he
followed in his father's
footsteps as Mayor of Utica,
and also served as Trustee of
Hamilton College, from which
he received the LL .D . degree.
Like his father, he took
interest in many educational
and manufacturing projects,
through which his influence
was widely felt . In 1850 he
moved to New York City to
continue practicing law . His
home in Utica, built in 1832,
was another of the grand
mansions of the day that still
exist today .
(see page 13)
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Home of Joseph Kirkland in Utica NY . The original part on the right
was built in 1795 . A third story and the wing were added to accomodate his growing family of ten children.
(courtesy of the Utica p ublic Library)
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Home of Charles Pinckney Kirkland built in 1832 . Kirkland and his
father, Joseph, were mayors of Utica NY.
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Historian's Corner
Theodore E . Parks
PO Box 590, Milwaukee WI 53201
In the last NEWSLETTER
I discussed some of the
functions I perform as
Historian and Registrar for
the Parke Society . One
obvious function which I
failed to mention is writing
this column for the NEWSLETTER.
I hope to use this space in
two ways : First as an instructional tool, discussing some
of the problems which genealogists face, and some of
their possible or preferred
solutions . Here I will get
into research standards,
dating problems, etc . Second,
I hope from time to time to
write articles on current
research efforts in the
various lines which the
Society is tracing, drawing
from member correspondence
and the Society's files.
This brings me to the topic
of this article : How the
Society Organizes its Files.
Of all my functions,
organization is probably the
most basically important for
the Society's success as a
family historical and
genealogical group . If I
accomplish nothing else, I
must always organize, index,
and file materials which the
Society receives.
TO ORGANIZE : TO ARRANGE
OR FORM INTO A COHERENT
UNITY OR FUNCTIONING WHOLE.
That's how Webster puts it.
We all do organizing more or
less every day in order to
exist . As genealogists,
amateur or professional, we
need to do a lot more
organizing to avoid becoming
buried in a quagmire of
papers and documents, to the
point where one begins to
feel that one is being
attacked by a flock of
ravening birds,
la Alfred
Hitchcock . One does not
need to research his/her
roots very far before one
realizes the urgent need of
some sort of system to maintain order . For my part, I
have two definite . preferences:
First, that we record and
maintain data according to
conjugal family units ; Second

that we use some kind of
alpha-numeric indexing of
these Family Group Sheets
rather than filing them
alphabetically by the husband's name . (Have you any
idea how many Robert Park/e/s
are in our records?)
The reasons for the first
preference are simple : When
we look at the history of
particular individuals, we
want to see them within the
family unit in which they
were raised . One can get
ideas about a person by
seeing the family's size,
the ages of the parents and
the other children, whether
there were many unmarried
siblings in the family, or
whether the family was
plagued by many early deaths
or other personal sorrows.
These facts add color to our
pictures of our ancestors.
As to indexing, over the
years I have seen many
systems of cataloguing
individuals in a family
tree, some of which are
absolutely impossible to
work with . For instance,
an alphabetic system by the
husband's name is far from
ideal if you are working
mostly with one surname, as
with this Society . It is
also useful to be able to
know the generation of
individuals compared to the
founding ancestor or
earliest known predecessor.
Hence the most workable
system is a two-part code,
consisting of a generation
number (Arabic or Roman
numeral), dash, and the
actual index number of the
family group under study,
then numbered within that
generation . At one time I
tried assigning a particular
order to these index numbers,
using ascending numbers for
the first of the first child,
followed by the second child
of the first child, etc.
Fortunately I early saw the
folly of this, and now have
limited this sort of exercise
to only the earliest generations of a family line,
assigning index numbers to
succeeding generations as
they appear.
The Parke Society has an
additional wrinkle to add to
this basic system . We are

tracing from more than one
founding ancestor . Our
present problem is to distinguish between the various
founding ancestors of the
same name, to avoid further
confusing the situation.
My predecessor developed an
excellect solution to this
problem, which has become
the heart of our document
organization, the LINEAGE
KEY . We have simply added
a third element to the index
number, a one or two alpha
character Lineage Key placed
between the generation
number and the index number
itself . Positive identification is now assured, confusion avoided . Generally,
each founding ancestor is
assigned one Lineage Key,
and as far as possible each
Lineage Key has some kind of
mnemonic relationship to the
ancestor's name.
Robert (1630, CT via the
"Arbella') has a Lineage
Key assigned to each of his
three sons from whom we
trace descendants, ("T" for
Thomas, "W" for William,
"S" for Samuel), because of
the numerous descendants of
that principal line . We
have now about 30 different
founding ancestors from whom
we are tracing lineages;
hence we have started to use
two character Lineage Keys
(AA to ZZ) . In an upcoming
issue I will list the various
keys currently assigned, and
give a thumb-nail sketch of
what we know about each.
A final problem : "disconnected lines". Occasionally we
trace back to an ancestor who
seems to have appeared out of
nowhere, about whom we have
no prior information . We
certainly want to catalogue
whatever information we
currently know about such
"mystery" ancestors, but we
don't want to assign a
standard Lineage Key to them.
Hence we have reserved a set
of keys (XA to XZ) for such
individuals until we can
find their prior family.
They may be part of a complete
new line, or the reappearance
of some one who seemed to
drop
out of sight from
another
line . When we succeed in
tracing these, we reassign the
indexing in the proper order.
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We'd like you to know Park has served in Vietnam
for two years and Heidelberg,
Germany for four . He has
received the Bronze Star Medal
with oak leaf cluster, the
Meritorious Service Medal and
Army Commendation Medal with
oak leaf cluster.
Major Park is married to
the former Nora Lee Lilly of
Scottsville VA . They have a
daughter Tiffany Lee Park,

Major Percival David Park,
USA, #140, has served as editor
of the quarterly Military Law
Review since mid-1977 . He is
the son of Percival Newton
and Mary Dorothy (Ewing) Park
of Indiana PA . Born in 1944,
he attended Allegheny College
and Harvary Law School . He
was admitted to the PA bar in
????_and the following year
??? on active duty as captain
_ in the Army Judge Advocate
General's Corp.

Patricia Campbell #434
is one of our Canadian cousins.
She was born and had all her
schooling in Hamilton Ontario.
This included the Hamilton
Collegiate Institute where her
mother and sisters also attended and her grandfather taught
Latin and Greek.
In 1944 Pat married George
Campbell, a member of the
Canadian Air Force . Their
home is now in Burlington
just 10 miles north of
Hamilton . They have three
children and six grandchildren
including twins.

These disconnected keys are
really temporary holding
Nancy Cheryle (Park)
zones for data awaiting further
Hopkins
#450 lives in Buffalo
.
Needless
to
identification
Tx (half way between Dallas
say, we have quite a few of
and Houston) . Cheryle, as
these disconnected lines.
she signs herself, is the
This method of indexing the
office manager of a Savings
Family Group Sheets is
& Loan and is caring for her
extremely useful . Our own
two children, Sean and
records always refer to the
Kathleen.
appropriate Lineage index
Before joining the present
number . Documents are coded
firm she was a newspaper
with this index number, and
reporter in northeast Texas.
documents related to a
Her hobby, as with so many
particular member of a family unit
of our members, is genealogy.
are filed together in data
Memberships include the DAR,
envelopes, coded by the proper
the Leon Co . & Van Zandt Co.
Lineage Key index number.
(in TX) Genealogical Societies.
Thus our document/records have
She has edited and indexed
a positive identification with
several genealogical volumes.
an easy-to-remember reference.
Cheryle's Park ancestry
Therefore when you see
has been traced to a Moses
references to "5T989" or
Park 1738-1828 thence to
"6P212, you will know what
Moses 1780-1864, George (1816T -m doing . Should you wish
1870), George
to have a copy of that parWashington
(1855-1939), Thomas Hill (1894-1957)
ar Family Group Sheet
and Lloyd Carlton Park, her
drop me a line and I
father .
will copy it for you .

Ruth Beryl Harding
Greenfield #454 was born in
Kenmare ND . She has lived
in Spokane for 25 years.
Her hobbies include golf
shared with her son and
husband, duplicate bridge
shared with her husband,
and genealogy which seems
to be on her own.
The duplicate bridge is
serious business though! Not
only attend local clubs, but
they also go on trips to
either a National, Regional
or Sectional tournament.
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"Memorandum Made by John Henry Park [himself]"
(Continuing the "memorandum"
received from Mrs . Grace B.
Allen #160 . This was written
in 1896 on John Henry's 75th
birthday . He was one of four
children John Park (Elijah6 ,
Simeon5 , Eleazer4 , Thomas
3-2
Robert 1 . John moved his
family from Vermont in 1831 .)
Thus we started, and
travelled at the rate of
about 30 miles per day,
finding many relatives along
our journey that would treat
us with the greatest of
warmth, urging us to stay a
day or two, and in many cases
we stopped over two days, so
that the parents had one
continual visit for about 600
miles, and to us boys it was
one continual show of something new and interesting
every day . Then the peaches
and apples through Central
New York were a continual
feast to our voracious appetites, trees bearing fruit
growing in the fence corners,
inviting the wayfaring man
to pick and eat . It was very
seldom we were ordered out of
an orchard -- no railroad to
hustle their fruit to an
eastern city.
Thus were all happy in
making our Western transit excepting one little occurence, John H . had a fashion
of stopping and running into
every Saw Mill or other mechanical works run by water,
(and everything in those days
was run by water or horse
power .) Well, John H . got a
little too far behind one day
and the old Sire had been
troubled about enough in that ,
so the team was managed to
move right along while the
old Sire stepped into the
Wood and prepared himself
with an instrument about 10
feet in length, fine and
slim at the small end, but
good and firm at the other,
and seem to me it might be
called a Persuader ; at any
event, when it came out from
ambush just as John H . meditating leisurely -on his
Western home - switches
around the lower extremeties

caused a very sudden movement,
and the instrument and its
propeller were soon left far
in the rear, and John H.
passed the wagon with a
speed that was alarming.
How long the speed of the
boy would have lasted, it
is hard to say, but the boy
arrived at a crossroads, was
puzzled to know which way to
take, so stopped for further
orders, and when the team came
along, was easily persuaded to
take a ride in the wagon and
rest the muscles.

A few more days, and the
Ohio line was passed, and in
due time we all landed on the
tract . The emigrant can only
imagine the feeling of us all
as we wended our way through
dense woods as we left the
Public Road to find one of
the Squatter's cabins that
was vacated, but it was
reached and we came to a halt
and set about to make our
selves as comfortable as
possible.
Father gathered a few ald
lasts and went out to mending
and making boots and shoes,
for in those days a man would
go and buy leather of the
Tanner and then get the shoemeker to come to his house
and make the boots and shoes
for the whole family ; and by

Part II

that process Father was able
to keep the family comfortable . It will be understood
that in 1831 the most of the
land was taken up and small
clearings made . While Father
was a travelling shoemeker,
we boys done a few chores,
chopping the wood and studied
in the chimney corner, and
reciting to our Mother, as
she had the use of the Vermont
School and books.
Folsom and Father had not
yet divided the land, and we
were partly tied . There was
a school across the river,
and we could go occasionally,
when the water was frozen
over or very low so we could
wade the riffle . One summer
Rachel Ann and I went up to
Henry Bosworth who taught
the family school and let us
in, but this did not last
long, for the Yankees want
schools, so we went to all
our neighbors, and one and
all agreed to volunteer and
build
At
a log schoolhouse.
this time there were a
number
of Campbellites, as they
were
called, because a man by that
name who ran a college in
Virginia started the sect.
He was said to be a dissenter
from the old Baptist Church.
Well, all the neighbors
turned out, and in a very few
days we had a big, one story
long log school erected and
ready for business, and there
is quite a number of professional men who can boast of
the start in the old log
schoolhouse, and more than
one of the Park family can
tell of the fistcuffs he had
with the Pennenites, for we
were Yankees AND Pennenites
or Pennsylvanians of those
days in Pioneer times.
In course of fifteen or
twenty months Folsom and
Father made a division and a
good luck to me would have
it, Father got the South lot,
and we moved into a quite good
log house, and Father being a
good mechanic, soon we had a
comfortable way of living ; aspringhouse,
log stable, log
log cornhouse, log wagonhouse,
and log road across the brook.
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