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THE PARKE - CLARK(E) CONNECTION
Dennis L. Lorensen

One of the most useful ref-
erences for anyone researching the

Robert Parke family is The Parke
Scrapbookby Ruby Parke Anderson.

It is so well regarded that you will
find it used as a reference by the

most-esteemed professional gene-
alogists when they search for infor-

mation on this family. Mrs. Ander-

son worked on this project in her

later years and, because she no
longer could do extensive traveling,

had to rely upon the work of other
researchers who sent her their find-

ings.
As with any secondary

source, mistakes can find their way

into the materials. Such is the case

with the Clark(e) connection.

Deborah4 (Thomas 3 , Thomas 2 , Rob-

ert') Parke married John Clark(e) at
either Norwich or (more probably)

Preston, CT. In Vol . III of The Parke
Scrapbook, on page 176, is entry

#2718 for Deborah Parke (Thomas,

Thomas, Robert) "b. Dec. 1680

Stonington, Conn., m. John son of
Joseph and Hannah (Weeden)
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(Peckham) Clark b. 25 Aug. 1675

Newport, RI, chn . Clark" . I became

aware of this assertion when I saw
family group sheet # 4T, of the

Parke Society materials. [ I found

the birth record of Deborah Parke

in Connecticut Vital Records: New
London Births - Marriages - Deaths
1646 - 1854 p. 228 with ref. # Vol.

1, page 15 (Barbour Collection,

Connecticut State Library, 1919) .]

This information regarding
John Clarks' parentage contradicts

the information that my wife and I

had found in our own research,
while at the Family History Library

in Salt Lake City. In order to clear

up this contradictatory information

and find the truth, I decided to
search material dealing with the

Clarke families of Rhode Island . On

our next trip to the Family History

Library in Salt Lake City, I poured
over microfilm #1036344 item 2:

The Clarke Families of Rhode Is-
land	 (1902) by George Austin

Morrison . If the authors' informa-
tion is correct, Joseph Clark & his

2nd wife Hannah (Weeden)

Peckham absolutely were NOT the
parents of the John Clark who mar-

ried Deborah Parke! Joseph &

Hannah (Weeden) Peckham were in
nearby Westerly, Rhode Island and

never left Rhode Island as far as I

could see. Furthermore, their son

John Clark (b. 25 Aug 1675 at New-

port, RI) married Mary Beebe . They

lived in Westerly.'

Our research reveals that

the following information is correct:

Deborah 4 (Thomas3, Thomas 2 , Rob-

ert') Parke married John Clarke 2 ,
who was born 7 Sep 1679 at

Ipswich, MA to John and Mary
(Burnham) Clarke3 . John Clarke, Sr.

was born ca . 1640 in Ipswich, MA

to Sgt . Thomas Clarke .' The only

remaining questions with this fam-
ily are in regards to the identity of

John Sr.'s parents. It seems that
there may have been two Thomas

Clarke's in Ipswich in the 1630's.
Our Thomas was a tanner and the

other was a carpenter . One mar-

ried Sarah	 and the other

married Mary	 . 5 One was

also referred to as "Sgt ." Thomas.

Descendants still debate whether
Mary or Sarah was our ancestress.

An old family tradition passed down

for countless years, and thru many
lines apparently, is that our Thomas

married Mary, daughter of Samuel
Sherman. There indeed was a

Samuel Sherman in Ipswich, and
also in Boston during this time pe-

riod, and perhaps they were one and

the same. Samuel and Grace

(	 ) Sherman did have a

daughter named Mary. Samuel

Sherman's ancestry is traced back
six more generations to the

Shermans of Yaxley, County Suffolk,

England . But again, regarding the

identity of Thomas Clarke's wife,

proof is lacking.

Con tin ued on page 19



DANA PARKS JR MEMORIAL CIRCULATING LIBRARY
Jean Churchill #934 Librarian

221 S. Wyomissing Ave, Shillington, PA 19607-2535
(610-775-3292) e mail: churchill@talon.net

This library is a service offered
to our Parke Society members.
Please remember to use your Parke
Society number when requesting a
loan or information, and make
your check payable to "The Parke
Society" . Materials will be sent out
after payment has been received.

Update on Lost Physician ar-
ticle V.35 #3 p .48 - Joan Sapp,
PS# 1092 replies that she found in-
formation by writing: The National
Genealogical Society, ATTN : De-
ceased Physician File, 4 527 17th
Street North, Arlington, VA 22207-
2399. The charge is $15.00 and
Joan received an answer within 2
weeks. Thank you, Joan.

"THE AMERICANS A SO-
CIAL HISTORY OF THE UNITED
STATES 1587-1914" by J.C. Furnas
pub.1969, 1,015 pg. (loan fee-$3 .)
929 .7/FURN

Author J.C .Furnas uses
G.M.Trevelyan's definition of social
history - "history with the politics
left out"- to describe America's past
and its bearing on today's life . The
author applies his love of history
to chart the evolution of national
attitudes and practices from pre-
Colonial times to World War I . He
writes of early education, religion,
transportation, housing, etc. and
how they varied both economically
and from one geographic location
to another. No topic is too small
or too large for attention . An ex-
ample is his inclusion of the origin
of the word "buck" when discuss-
ing the effects new forms of com-

merce and transportation had on
the economy of the country.

"DIANA THE UNTOLD
STORY" by Richard Kay &
Geoffrey Levy. 920/DIAN (loan
fee-$5.)(Diana is a direct descen-
dant of Robert Parke MA 1630)

This is a 12-part series of
written articles and accompanying
photographs published by the Lon-
don Daily Mall soon after the death
of Diana. This publication gives
the British view of the royal mar-
riage and an in-depth look at both
Charles and Diana which is quite
interesting. There are many beau-
tiful photographs.

Reading through the ar-
ticles, one quickly becomes aware
of just how different these two in-
dividuals were in just about every
way imaginable! Diana was openly
affectionate, enjoyed modern mu-
sic, not classical, very much in love.
She was much younger than
Charles in both years and matu-
rity at the time of their marriage.
When Charles asked her to marry,
she thought it was a dream come
true .

As for Charles, he had been
made to realize that it was time that
he married, and to someone "suit-
able." He was very fond of Diana
but conveniently overlooked the
fact that their common interests
were so different . When he was
not carrying out his royal duties,
he preferred the country, hunting,
polo, etc . He was an older, sought-
after bachelor with his own estab-

lishment and used to "his" way,
which included a close friendship
with Camilla Bowles . He did not
expect his life to be too much dif-
ferent after the marriage.

The first warning signs
were there even before the wed-
ding. When Diana visited Austra-
lia with her mother and stepfather
for three weeks Charles never tele-
phoned . Neither did he seem to
take much personal interest with
the wedding plans. The royal fam-
ily had her move to Buckingham
Palace before the ceremony but did
not offer help in adjusting to pal-
ace life or its attendant publicity.
These changes were very difficult
for Diana and her eating disorders
began soon after.

It was a fairytale wedding,
but their honeymoon cruise on the
royal Britannia with almost 300 of-
ficers and men did not offer much
opportunity for privacy. Charles
did not seem aware that this dis-
appointed Diana who had expected
to spend more time alone with him.

Their first official engage-
ment was in October 1981 in
Wales. The public was thrilled
with her and she completely over
shadowed Charles from then on.
Charles joked about this in public,
but in private his jealousy was evi-
dent. Diana soon became the 'su-
perstar' of the Royal Family which
caused general resentment among
all of them.

Continued on page 26
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The Parke- Clark(e) Connection
continued from page 17

John died 10 Feb 1709 in
Norwich, CT 6. He married Mary
Burnham on 9 Oct 1672 at
Ipswich' . They removed from
Ipswich to Norwich ca . 16948 .
Mary Burnham was the daughter of
Thomas and Mary (Lawrence)
Burnham of Ipswich, MA. Mary
Lawrence was one of the 500 (ac-
tually there were as many as 570)
immigrants to the American Colo-
nies, who had Royal Descent. She
was a direct descendant of
Charlemagne, and also of Louis IV,
King of France, and Edward the El-
der, King of England . 10

The children of Deborah
Parke and John Clark are listed in
The Parke Scrapbook as #6121
Deborah, #6122 Dorothy, #6123
John, #6124 Joseph, and #6125
Jerusha.11  Dorothy Clark b.
	 married Willet Larrabee 7
Feb 1725/6.' 2 Shed.	 . Wil-
let Larrabee was probably the son
of Thomas and Mary (Willett)
Larrabee. He and his twin sister
Patience, were b. 5 Dec 1705 . Tho-
mas, in turn, was the son of
Greenfield Larrabee, Jr . and Alice
Parke. Thomas was b. June, 1675
and marr. Mary Willett on 19 Jul
1697. 13 John Clark III b.	
married Hannah Billings on 8 Apr
1725 14 d.	 . Joseph Clark b. 6
May 1712 married Elizabeth
Wheeler on 10 Dec 1730 15 d.
	 . Jerusha Clark b .	
marr.	 d .	
Deborah Clark married Joseph Ben-
jamin, son of Joseph and Elizabeth
(Cooke) Benjamin, of Preston, CT.
Joseph ( Joseph3 , Joseph2, John') was
a great-grandson of the immigrants
John and Abigail (Eddy) Benjamin.
The children of Joseph and Deborah
(Clark) Benjamin were:

1 . Joseph' Benjamin, b. 17 Dec
1723 at Preston, CT. He marr. 1)
Anne/Hannah Penniman 2)
Hannah Dibble, dau. of Abraham
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and Hannah (Hosford) Dibble . Jo-
seph d. bef. 1 May 1761 . 16

2. Elijah' Benjamin, b. 4/8 Jun
1725 at Preston, CT. d. ca. 1768/9
at Preston. He marr. at Mendon, MA
on 9 Sep 1747, Hannah Taft of
Upton, MA. She was the daughter
of Israel and Mercy (Aldrich) Taft,
and was b. 15 Nov 1726 at Mendon.
Their children were : 1 . Elias Ben-
jamin b. 4 May 1750 at Norwich,
CT. 2. Chester Benjamin b. 9 Feb
1752 at Norwich, CT 3 . William
Benjamin b. 6 Mar 1753 at Preston,
CT. 4. Elijah Benjamin b. 27 Dec
1755 at Preston, CT. 5. Darius Ben-
jamin b. 17 Jan 1758 at Preston,
CT. 6. Cyrus Benjamin b. 9 Jul 1762
at Preston, CT. 7 . Hannah Benjamin
b. before 1764. 8 . Mary "Polly"
Benjamin b. 7 Jul 1768 at Preston,
CT. 9. [possibly Job Benjamin] . 17

3. James' Benjamin b. 3 Apr
1727 at Preston, CT. He was bapt.
25 May 1727 at Griswold (CT) Sec-
ond Church (or Pachaug) . He died
12 May 1772 at Worthington,
MA. He marr. on 8 Mar 1749/50
Priscilla Burton, dau. of Jacob &
Judith (Herrick) Burton . Priscilla
was born 30 Mar 1726/7 at
Preston, CT and died in 1797. 18

4.Barzilla5 Benjamin b. 28
Mar 1730/ 1 at Preston, CT He was
b. 28 Mar 1730/1 at Preston, CT.
He marr. Ann Cheedler
(Cheseboro/Cheesbrough?) . Ann
was b. 1740, and she died 15 Mar
1825 at Milford, CT. 19

5. Deborah' Benjamin b. 26/
28 Mar 1732/3 at Preston, CT d . 2
Dec 1830 at Brooklyn, CT. Deborah
marr. John Cady (son of Jonathan
Cady) of Canterbury, CT on 14 Apr
1752 . John Cady was b. 10 Apr
1728 at Canterbury, and d. 30 Jun
1728 at Brooklyn, CT. 20

6. Josiah' Benjamin b. 13 Mar
1734/5 at Preston, CT. He d. Jul
1805 at Stillwater, Saratoga, NY. He
marr.	 (possibly Brush) . 2 '

7. Nathan 5 Benjamin b. 19
Apr 1737 at Preston, CT. He was
born 19 Apr 1737 at Preston, CT.
He died 1 Jul 1785 at South
Egremont, MA. He marr. 1) Abigail
Dibble (dau . of John Dibble) of Mt.
Washington, MA. She was b. 30
Mar 1741 at Mt. Washington, MA
or Torrington, CT. She died 8 Sep
1772. Nathan marr . 2) Hannah
Wells, at West Hartford, CT on 23
Dec 1773 . She d. at East
Bloomfield, NY. 22

8. Mary' Benjamin b. 22 (or
25) Jun 1739 at Preston, CT. She
marr. Andrew Durkee (son of
Stephen & Lois [Moulton] Durkee)
on 28 Jan 1762 at Windham, CT.
Andrew was b . 25 Nov 1737 at
Hampton, CT, and d . 17 Nov 1814
in Luzerne Co., PA . 23

9. Isaac' Benjamin b. 15 Apr
1742 at Preston, CT 24 Samuel
Clark' Benjamin (Joseph', Joseph4 ,
Joseph 3, Joseph2, John') was b. 8 Dec
1749/50 at Windham, CT. He re-
moved to Morris Co., NJ and served
in the Eastern Battalion of the
Morris Co., NJ Militia in the Revo-
lutionary War. 25 He marr. (bef.
1773) Phoebe Minor of Stonington,
CT. 26 Phoebe was a great-great
granddaughter of immigrant Tho-
mas Minor. Her ancestry includes
colonial immigrants : Christopher
and James Avery ; George Denison
and his wife Bridget Thompson,
daughter of Alice (Freeman) Th-
ompson Parke; Robert Hempstead;
Greenfield Larrabee; Walter Palmer;
and Thomas Saxton . These fami-
lies have numerous connections to
the Parke family, and hopefully we
can explore these in future articles.
[p.s . The author of this article is a
fourth-great grandson of Samuel
Clark Benjamin, and thus a seventh-
great grandson of Deborah Parke
and John Clark.]

Continued on page 25
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PARKE ENTRIES IN THE BARBOUR COLLECTION
OF CONNECTICUT TOWN VITAL RECORDS

Dennis Lorensen
Robert Parke (MA,1630)Lineage Leader

Ed. This is a continuation of the Town of Preston vital records initiated in 1999 Vol . 36 No. 1.

Page 152 continued

	

Vol. Page

Lucy, m. Elijah Witter, b. of Preston, 18 Nov 1756

	

2

	

85

Lucy, d . Elisah & Marg[a]ret, b . 18 Feb 1768

	

2

	

124

Lucy, d. [Paul & Mary], b . 19 Mar 1774

	

2

	

142+

Lucy, d . [Nathan & Margaret], 16 Sep 1800

	

2

	

265

Lydia, d . [Adam & Lydia], b. 4 Feb 1734/5 ; d. 31 Mar 1742

	

1

	

110

Lydia, d . [Benajah & Lydia], b. 3 Dec 1752

	

1

	

125

Mabel, see under Maybell
Marcy, m. Jedidiah Tracy, 15 Apr 1728

	

1

	

23

Marg[a]ret, w. Elisha, d . 22 Jan 1770

	

2

	

124

Margaret, d . [Elisha & Hannah], b . 10 May 1777

	

2

	

178
Margaret, m . Nathan Park[e], b . of Preston, 12 Dec 1799

	

2

	

265

Margery, d. [Paul & Sarah], b . 20 Dec 1742

	

1

	

123

Martha, d. [William & Hannah], b . 1 Apr 1699

	

1

	

14

Mary, [d . Thomas & Haner], b . 24 Jun 1711

	

1

	

71

Mary, [d . Eleazer?], d. 23 Jan 1711/12

	

1

	

69

Mary, [d . Joseph], b . 24 Feb 1715

	

1

	

50

Mary, [d . Samuel & Abegall], b . 20 Feb 1717/6

	

1

	

59
Mary, 3d w. of William, d. 15 Oct 1726

	

1

	

14

Mary, m. Jacob Kimball, 24 Feb 1730

	

1

	

77

Mary, d. [Adam & Lydia], b. 20 Aug 1737

	

1

	

110

Mary, d. [Eliezer & Eliphel (?), b. 13 Nov 1737

	

1

	

51

Mary, d . [Daniel & Esther], b . 25 Dec 1739 ; d. 9 Sep 174[ ]

	

1

	

127

Mary, m. John Avery, Jr., b. of Preston, 22 Jan 1752

	

2

	

4

Mary, d. [Peter & Abigail], b . 9 Feb 1762

	

2

	

55
Mary, m. Oliver Sisson, b . of Preston, 17 Jun 1762

	

2

	

18

Mary, reputed d . Aaron Parke, begotten of Margaret Benjamin,
b . 23 Feb 1770

	

2

	

16
Mary R ., [d. Benjamin F.], b . 2 Dec 1826

	

2

	

194

Maybell, d. [Isaac & Deborah], b . 20 Nov 1737

	

1

	

113

Molle Brewer, d . [Paul & Sarah], b . 23 Jul 1757

	

1

	

123

Molly Braer, d . [Jonathan & Anna], b . 26 Feb 1776

	

2

	

154

Moses, s . [Hezekiah & Margere], b . 28 Apr 1733

	

1

	

90

Moses, m. Sarah Brewster, b . of Preston, 9 Nov 1752

	

2

	

52

Moses, s . [Zebulon & Anne], b . 22 Apr 1755

	

2

	

114

Moses, s . [Silas & Sarah], b . 1 Aug 1766

	

2

	

29

Moses, of Preston, m . Mary Clark, of Norwich, 19 Mar 1778

	

2

	

162

Nabby, d. [Ruben & Zerviah], b . 9 Apr 1801

	

2

	

202

Nathan, s . [Adam & Lydia], b. 3 Sep 1739

	

1

	

110

Nathan, m. Mary Walton, b . of Preston, 15 Oct 1747

	

2

	

33

Nathan, s . [Robert & Mary], b . 6 May 1758

	

2

	

18

Nathan, s . [Abijah & Elizabeth], b . 5 Jan 1772

	

2

	

99

Nathan, m. Margaret Park[e], b. of Preston, 12 Dec 1799

	

2

	

265

Nehemiah, [s . Samuell & Abegall], b . 23 May 1719

	

1

	

59

20
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Nehemiah, of Preston, m. Mary Button, of Voluntown,
26 Dec 1751

	

2

	

54
Nehemiah, s . of [Nehemiah & Mary], 18 Oct 1752

	

2

	

54
Niles, s . [Elisha & Hannah], b . 5 Mar 1773

	

2

	

178
Oliver, twin with James, s . Nathan & Mary, b . 7 Sep 1755

	

2

	

33
Paul, s . [Hezekiah & Margere], b . 4 Sep 1718

	

1

	

90
Paul, m. Sarah Smith, b . of Preston, 21 Dec 1738

	

1

	

123
Paul, s . [Paul & Sarah], b . 23 Jul 1754; d. 12 Aug 1769

	

1

	

123
Page 153:

Paul, of Preston, m. Mary Rust, of Ipswich, 26 Nov 1772

	

2

	

142
Paul . s . [Hezekiah & Phebe], b . 15 Aug 1777

	

2

	

342
Paul Sherman, s . [Shubael & Abigail], b. 10 Oct 1805

	

2

	

276
Paul W. W., [s. Benjamin F.], b . 31 May 1837

	

2

	

194
Peter, s. [Eliezer & Eliphel (?)], b . 27 Nov 1725

	

1

	

51
Peter, m. Abigail Cook, b. of Preston, 8 Jan 1751

	

2

	

55
Phebe, of Stonington, m. Jephthah Killam, of Preston,

24 Oct 1754

	

2

	

73
Phebe, d . [Hezekiah & Phebe], b . 10 Oct 1796

	

2

	

342
Polly Brown, d . [Shubael & Abigail], b. 7 Feb 1811

	

2

	

276
Polly Starkweather, d . [Elijah & Lucy], b. 30 Oct 1780

	

2

	

178
Prentice Avery, [s . Hezekiah & Phebe], 23 Jan 1776

	

2

	

342
Prudence, [d . Thomas & Haner], b . 14 Oct 1706

	

1

	

71
Prudence, m. Isaac Kimbal[1], 13 May 1729

	

1

	

91
Rachell, d . [James & Deborah], b . 14 Nov 1714

	

1

	

86
Rachel, m. Joseph Ellis, 17 Nov 1731

	

1

	

105
Rachel, d . [Adam & Lydia], b. 24 Dec 1733

	

1

	

110
Rachel, d . [Nathan & Mary], b . 27 Mar 1748

	

2

	

33
Rachel, m. Asa Parke, b . of Preston, 28 Nov 1753

	

2

	

61
Rachel, w . Asa, d. 28 Jan 1816

	

2

	

61
Ralph H., [s . Benjamin F.], b . 19 Aug 1832

	

2

	

194
R[e]uben, s . [Eliezer & Eliphel (?)], b . 27 Feb 1724/3

	

1

	

51
R[e]uben, s. [Robert & Mary], b . 13 Aug 1755

	

2

	

18
R[e]uben, m . Zerviah Herrington, b . of Preston, 22 Jun 1785

	

2

	

202
Richard, [s . Samuell & Abegall], b . 3 Jun 1710

	

1

	

59
Richard, of Preston, m. Sarah Kimbal[1], of Preston, 3 Nov 1736 1

	

105
Richard, s . [Adam & Lydia], b. 17 Apr 1747

	

1

	

110
Robert, m. Mary Killam, b . of Preston, 2 Jan 1744/5

	

2

	

18
Roger, s . [Robert & Mary], b . 29 Aug 1752

	

2

	

18
Roswell, m. Eunice Starkweather, b . of Preston, 8 Mar 1781

	

2

	

178
Roswell, s. [Roswell & Eunice], b. 2 Jan 1786

	

2

	

178
Roswell, d . 13 Nov 1847, AE 89

	

3

	

11
Rufus, s . [Zebulon & Anne], b . 15 Mar 1761

	

2

	

114
Russel[1], s. [Hezekiah & Phebe], b. 16 Jun 1779	 2	 342

Sabrah, d . [Silas & Sarah], b . 17 Jan 1763

	

2

	

29
Sabra, m. Consider Sterry, b . of Preston, 15 Oct 1780

	

2

	

170
Sally, m. Nathan Standish, Jr., 15 Sep 1802

	

2

	

384
Sally, m. Nathan Standish, Jr., b. of Preston, 15 Sep 1802

	

2

	

390
Samuell, m . Abegall Ayers, 8 May 1709

	

1

	

59
Saras, d . [Joseph], b. 3 Nov 1710

	

1

	

50
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Sarah, d. [Eliezer & Eliphel (?)],18 Jan 1718/7

	

1

	

51

Sarah, d . [Daniel & Esther], 27 Jun 1743

	

1

	

127

Sarah, d. [Paul & Sarah], b . 13 Dec 1748

	

1

	

123
Sarah, d. [Abijah & Elizabeth], b . 23 May 1769

	

2

	

99
Sarah, w. Paul, d . 23 Jan 1772

	

1

	

123
Sarah, m . Benjamin Morgan, Jr., b. of Preston, 5 Nov 1772

	

2

	

156

Sarah, w. Silas, d. 2 Oct 1778

	

2

	

33
Sarah, d . [Silas & Deborah], b . 1 Jan 1780

	

2

	

33

Sarah, of Preston, m . Abel Spicer, of Groton, 13 Nov 1788

	

2

	

283

	

Shubael, s . [Silas & Sarah], 10 Sep 1758 ; d. 18 Jan 1769, AE 11 y. 2

	

29

Shubael, s . [Jonathan & Anna], b . 8 Jan 1774

	

2

	

154
Shubael, m. Abigail Rosseter, b . of Preston, 22 Jan 1801

	

2

	

276

Shubael W., of Salem, Ct ., m. Maria Pendleton, of Preston,
23 Apr 1826, by Rev. Ashbell Steele, of Poquetonuck

	

3

	

82
Shubael Wolcott, s . [Shubael & Abigail], b. 21 Oct 1801

	

2

	

276

Silae, d . [Moses & Sarah], b . 12 Jul 1755

	

2

	

52
Silas, s . [Hezekiah & Margere], b . 10 Mar 1726

	

1

	

90

Silas, of Preston, m . Sarah Ayer, of Seabrooke, 10 Apr 1746

	

2

	

29

Silas, s . [Silas & Sarah], b . 9 Nov 1760

	

2

	

29

	

Silas, of Preston, m . Deborah Brewster, of Norwich, 8 Apr 1779 2

	

33

Silas, m . Sabra Brewster, b . of Preston, 31 Dec 1820, by
Benj[amin] Harris, J . P.

	

3

	

14

Page 154:
Silas Warren, s . [Elijah & Lucy], b. 21 Dec 1778

	

2

	

178

Simeon, s . [Eliezer & Eliphel (?)], b . 21 Mar 1730

	

1

	

51
Soloman, s . [Ezekiell & Marcy], b . 16 Jun 1719

	

1

	

44

Soloman, s . [Zebulon & Anne], b . 17 Feb 1747

	

2

	

114

Susanna, d . [Josiah & Sarah], b . 11 Apr 1742

	

1

	

110

Sybel, d. [Josiah & Sarah], b . 26 Feb 1736

	

1

	

110

Thomas, m. Haner Witter, 5 Nov 1703

	

1

	

71
Thomas, s . [Thomas & Haner], b . 26 Jul 1714

	

1

	

71

Thomas, s, [Josiah & Sarah], b. 8 Dec 1745

	

1

	

110

Timothy, s . [John & Jerusha], b . 21 Nov 1729

	

1

	

41

William, m. Hannah Frink, 3 Dec 1684

	

1

	

14

William, s . [William & Hannah], b . 8 Dec 1687

	

1

	

14
William, m. Hannah Plimton (his 2d wife) 3 Oct 1707

	

1

	

14

William, Jr., d. [

	

], 1710

	

1

	

14

William, m. [Mary], his 3d w., 11 Jul 1716

	

1

	

14

William, s . [John & Jerusha], b . 17 Jan 1724/3

	

1

	

41

William, s . [Benajah & Lydia], b. 14 Aug 1750

	

1

	

125

William More, s . [Hezekiah & Phebe], b . 18 Aug 1782

	

2

	

342

William Witter, s . [Shubael & Abigail], b. 13 Apr 1813;
d. 28 Jun 1814

	

2

	

276

Zebulon, s . Ezekial & Marcy, b. 10 Mar 1718

	

1

	

44

Zebulon, m . Anne Killam, b . of Preston, 27 Mar 1745

	

2

	

144

Zeruiah, d . [Nathan & Mary], b . 22 Jan 1749/50

	

2

	

33

Zipporah, d . Silas & Sarah, b . 26 Aug 1747; d. 10 Feb 1761

	

2

	

29

TO BE CONTINUED	
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The Park-McCullough House,North Bennington, Vermont
New House Book, A New Executive Director and a Fresh New Look Into the 21st Century

Charles Burroughs #694

For those who have been
members of The Parke Society for
many years, you are no stranger to
the Park-McCullough House. In
fact, a Parke Society Reunion, as it
was then called, was held here Au-
gust 19-20,1977.

This 1865 Victorian Man-
sion, on the National Register of
Historic Places, is unique in many
respects. For one thing, it was lived
in by one family, or at least genera-
tions thereof, for 100 years until
1965 when it was
converted to a Foun-
dation . During its
history, it was lived
in by two of
Vermont's gover-
nors, Hiland Hall
(1795-1885) and
John G. McCullough
(1838-1915) . In
1968, the
Park-McCullough
House Association
was formed to use
and preserve the
House, its related
buildings, gardens,
and grounds. In
1975 and 1984, the
property and its
buildings were for-
mally deeded to the Association.
Among the regular activities of the
Association are the encouragement
of research, ed This leads up to
today's mission statement, recently
adopted by the present board of
trustees :

"The Park-McCullough
House Association enriches the
present by increasing our awareness
of connections to our past, and is
committed to the preservation, con-
servation and restoration of its
buildings, grounds, and collections,
to be shared with the public for its
education and enjoyment ."
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[Note to Ed. The foregoing mis-
sion statement could be handled as
a "boxed item" somewhere within
the text of the article .]ucation, and
a wide variety of community ac-
tivities.

To capture the sense of our
Park ancestor responsible for the
construction of this House, here is
a quote from an earlier Park/e/s
Family News (so-called then), No-
vember 1971:

"Trenor William { 7 } Park

(1823-1882) [from Richard'] was
one of the pioneer railroad men of
America. In California, as manager
of J. C. Fremont's Mariposa estate,
on which there were five gold
mines, he built his first railroad. He
helped build the Western Pacific
road which was sold to

Laland Stanford and E. P. Hun-
tington. In 1864 he bought the
Western Vermont railroad and con-
nected it with Vanderbilt's Harlem
road by building the Lebanon
Springs road, which made a
through line from New York City to
Montreal . He obtained a control-

ling interest in the Panama railroad,
which he sold to the French de
Lesseps Canal Company. He be-
gan building the first tunnel under
the Hudson River, which he in-
tended to be the starting point of a
trans-continental railroad . His
death, at the age of fifty-nine, pre-
vented him from completing his
railroad `empire' ."

"Trenor Park, born in Ver-
mont, and commencing his new
(law) practice in Bennington, was

helped in his career
by his early mar-
riage with Laura
van der Spiegal
Hall, that daughter
of Hiland Hall who
for ten years repre-
sented southern
Vermont in Con-
gress, and then be-
came a Vermont
Supreme Court
Judge. It was the
appointment of
Hiland Hall to be
chairman of the
California Land
Commission, in
1852, which took
the family west and
enabled Trenor

Park to branch out from the law
into the world of big business ."

"Trenor and Laura Park had
two daughters and one son . Their
daughter, Eliza, married John G.
McCullouch, and the other daugh-
ter, Laura, married Frederick
Jennings . The son, Trenor Luther
Park, married a niece of Chauncey
Depew and moved permanently to
New York, London and Paris."

For additional information
about these family connections, the

Continued on page 24
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The Park-McCullough House
continued from page 23

architecture, furnishings and other
aspects of this Historic House Mu-
seum, one can now purchase the
recently published "House Book ."
The 24-page, elegantly illustrated
booklet can be ordered by remit-
ting a check in the
amount of $7.00,
to cover the cost
of publication
and mailing,
made payable to
t h e
Park-McCullough
House Associa-
tion at P.O. Box
388, North
Bennington, VT
05257 .

Touring
this historic
property provides
a unique oppor-
tunity to view one hundred years
of American taste through the gen-
erations of a single family. Furnish-
ings, paintings, decorative objects
and clothing are, for the most part,
original to the family. The interior
decor reflects the tastes of each suc-
ceeding generation with much left
intact from Trenor's days . In ad-
dition, and this should be of spe-
cial interest to Parke Society mem-
bers, a 37,000 piece archive con-
tains letters, diaries, receipts, jour -
nals and photographs which pro-
vides an unusual opportunity for

documentation of the site and the
history of the times.

To keep such a historic
property such as this one on a firm
financial footing in these days of
competition for the non-profit dol-

lar is no small task. This is the job
of a dedicated board of trustees, to-
gether with a small staff and an
army of volunteers. Heading up
the staff is a recently hired new Ex-
ecutive Director, Roberto
Rondriguez, who formerly held a
similar position at the American
Precision Museum in Windsor,
Vermont . Rodriguez brings 26
years of museum service experi-
ence, most of it with the Canadian
Museum of Civilization in Toronto.

The House, its gardens and
grounds, and the Carriage Barn are

open for tours beginning May 23
(closed Tuesdays and Wednesdays);
the facilities are also available for
rent and many weddings take place
there during the operating season
which runs through late October.

Besides the plea-
sure of enjoying
the grounds and
capturing a taste
of life as it was,
concerts, perfor-
mances and other
special events are
scheduled
throughout the
season. Although
the Parks spent
their winters in
New York City
and their sum-
mers in Vermont,
they always came

back to the "Big House" for Christ-
mas, Thus, even today, that re-
mains a special time of year and a
number of events are scheduled
during that period.

In addition to the tradi-
tional Victorian Christmas celebra-
tions, this year a Victorian
Millennial New Year's Eve Celebra-
tion will kick off the third century
of the House as well as the second
millennium.

Come by and pay a visit if
you find yourself in New England
this year.

Mission statement, recently adopted by the present
board of trustees:

"The Park-McCullough House Association en-
riches the present by increasing our awareness of
connections to our past, and is committed to the
preservation, conservation and restoration of its
buildings, grounds, and collections, to be shared with
the public for its education and enjoyment ."

HOW DID OUR ANCESTORS LIVE WITHOUT A CREDIT CARD?

DAVID L. PARKE #13

Last February I attended my
first meeting of the Genealogical
Society of Hernando County,
Florida . Otto G. Coldiron, our
speaker that evening, made quite
an impression on me . His subject,
Coins of our Ancestors, was
something that I had given little
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thought to. So I'd like to share a
bit of what I learned that evening.

As most of us are aware,
America's monetary system today
is the most stable in the world.
That platinum credit card in my
wallet is a great convenience . I am
also able to pay cash for the smaller

items that I need. But it hasn't al-
ways been this easy to pay for prod-
ucts and services we need — cer-
tainly not for our early ancestors
who came to America in the Colo-
nial Period of the 17th and 18 th cen

Continued on page 25

NEWSLETTER of the Parke Society



Ancestors - No Credit Cards

continued from page 24

turies.
Until the late 1700's, what

was it like for our ancestors to live
without a monetary system of their

own. What kind of problems and

hardship did that put upon them?
Since my first Parke immigrant,

Robert, who arrived in 1630, is it
possible to picture his problems? At

first he went back to England at the
request of Governor Winthrop to

see that supplies might come on a
regular basis . The governor's son

and others were able to support this

need. The monetary system in En-

gland was solid.
Then in 1639 Robert settled

in Wethersfield, a town that cer-

tainly had no bank! The colonists
depended on a variety of foreign

coins and other mediums of ex-

change. Their neighbors, the Indi-

ans were using Wampum, beads

made from mussel shells, polished,
and made into a necklace. The ex-

change rate might be 4 to 8 beads
to the English penny. Without

wampum they sometimes tried to
set an exchange value for a prod-

uct, although these values were not

always observed . Since the values

naturally depended upon supply
and demand, they constantly

changed.
In the mid Atlantic colonies,

Tobacco was used . In 1619, the
first law passed by the first Gen-

eral Assembly at Jamestown made

tobacco the first official currency
of the colony, fixing its price at 3

shillings a pound (best) or 18

pence (second best) . Brides were

paid for with 100-150 lbs. of to-

bacco! Tobacco notes were per-
haps one of the earliest forms of

paper money and were legalized in

Virginia in 1627. They were trust-

worthy and used for decades.

Continued on page 26
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Parke-Clarke Conections

continued from page 19

EMIGRANTS of the name. . . by
Roderick H . Burnham), [microfilm

# 0381790 at the Family History
Library, Salt Lake City].

10. pp. 455 - 457, The Royal
Descents of 500 Immigrants. . .by

Gary Boyd Roberts (1993).

11. The Parke Scrapbook, Vol.

III, p. 176, op. cit.

12. Vital Records of Preston,
CT Vol . 1, p. 68 [microfilm #

0002977 at the Family History Li-
brary, Salt Lake City].

13. New England Marriages
Prior to 1700 p. 453, op. cit.

14. Vital Records of Preston,

CT Vol . 1, p. 15 [microfilm #

0002977]
15. Vital Records of Preston,

CT Vol. 1, p. 51 [microfilm

#0002977]

16. pp. 51, 52, 97, The Ben-
jamin Family in America, by Gloria

Wall Bicha and Helen Benjamin
Brown (1977) [see also, The Parke

Society Newsletter, Fall 1977, p. 39]

17. pp. 52, 98, The Benjamin
Family in America, op. cit . Elijah

18. pp. 52, 99, ibid.

19. pp. 52, 101, ibid.

20. pp. 52, 101-2, ibid.

21. pp. 52, 102-3, ibid.

22. pp. 52, 103-4, ibid.

23. pp. 52, 105, ibid.

24. p. 52, ibid.
25. "Revolutionary War Rolls

2775 - 1783", National Archives

microcopy No. 246, microfilm

#830343 at Family History Li-
brary, at Salt Lake City, UT ; p. 505,

Official Register of the Officers and
Men of New Jersey in the Revolu-
tionary War by William S. Stryker

(1967) .

26. p. 164, The Benjamin
Family in America, op. cit.

The used key is always bright

Benjamin Franklin

An Almanack, Poor Richard, July 1744
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DANA PARKS JR MEMORIAL CIRCULATING LIBRARY

continued from page 18
Ancestors - No Credit Cards?

continued from page 25

The birth of William

brought Charles and Diana closer

together. She taught him to be

more open with his affection and

he was very protective of her.
Diana was at her happiest when

pregnant, and she insisted that
Charles spend time each day with

his sons. She was not going to have

their sons raised as he was. Charles

had never had a loving, caring fam-

ily relationship with either of his
parents and she was determined
that William and Harry would

know both their parents loved

them. She also insisted they inter-

act with the public as individuals,

rather than just "the public". Her

parenting skills revolutionized the

monarchy, probably leading to per-
manent changes.

Much has been written

about the breakup of this marriage.

These articles present a more un-
biased view of the dissolution . The

"War of the Waleses" is discussed
in Part Eight, also Diana's relation-

ships with other members of the

Royal Family. More in-

formation is given about
Diana's family and her

growing friendship with

her stepmother. Charles

and Diana finally buried
their enmity after the di-

vorce and reached an

amiable friendship. As I

read, I see Diana grow
from a very young prin-

cess to an independent

woman determined to be
her own person.

Richard

	

and

Geoffrey see Diana's life
as "one of redemption -

of a very modern woman who
plumbed the depths of despair only

to emerge a stronger, more loving

and rounded human being ."
[The Society wishes to

thank David L . Parke #13 for do-
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nating this series to our Library. He

also gave the Library a selection of

news clippings from England, re-
garding Diana's death, which are

included in the collection .]
I have also added an article

on England to this collection . The
Sunday New York Times Magazine

featured "THERE WILL ALWAYS

BE AN ENGLAND" subtitled "af-
ter four centuries, Great Britain is

disappearing. Scotland and Wales
are going their own ways, the

House of Lords is under attack, the
monarchy and the Constitution are

being reinvented and the currency
could soon be abandoned,

but . . . .there will always be an En-
gland" by Andrew Sullivan . Mr.

Sullivan grew up in East Grinstead
which he says was "a kind of

ground zero for Englishness." He

writes of his return after 15 years

and notes all of the major changes,
not only in his hometown but also

in the country. He points out how
much more power the British

Prime Minister has than our Presi-

dent who is held in check by the
Constitution and the rights of the

States. Prime Minister Thatcher's
use of this power began the chain

of events leading to the Great
Britain of today which is not the

British England of yesterday.

Today London has become a

multi-cultural city and the
distinct English class dia-

lects are far less com-
mon . He believes

Diana reflected this
new reality of En-

gland. Her gen-
eration is unre-

strained by old

traditions or cultural boundaries.

Although Great Britain has always
been an ally of the United States,

he wonders if this will still be true
in the Britain of the future .

Commodity Money – used out

of necessity – was used by the early
settlers. What did they have for

barter? Chickens, eggs, corn, even
cattle, and, no doubt, even wear-

ing apparel made by the farmers

wives. The nail cutting and head-

ing machine was invented in the

late 1700's . Until then, nails made

by a blacksmith were valued in

"pennies". An abandoned house

was often burned to salvage the

nails. Beaver skins were 10 shil-

lings per pound in the Massachu-

setts Colony.
Why didn't the colonists make

their own coins? And why didn't

they work together to solve their
monetary problems? They did, but

they couldn't make enough to sat-

isfy the demand. Also, they didn't

have the resources to make all that

was needed. Then too, they didn't

work well together (no common

cause uniting them) until the Revo-
lution . During the Revolution

metal coins almost totally vanished
and were replaced by Continental

currency. So much paper money
was printed that people were un-

willing to exchange what coins
they had for the overvalued bills.

The nearly quarter of a million that
had been printed in Philadelphia by

1779, the Continental Dollar, had
dropped to 3 cents. "Not worth a

Continental" is an old American
saying still applied today to some-

thing of little value.
US coins were first minted in

1794, after the passage of the
Coinage Act of 1792 and after the

founding of the US Mint in Phila-

delphia, the first public building of

the new government. Yes, we have

coins and paper money in good

supply today, but we should give
some thought to the monetary

problems of our ancestors.
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The Situation on September 14, 1862

USED WITH PERMISSION OF THE
CENTRAL MARYLAND HERITAGE LEAGUE

MIDDLETOWN, MARYLAND
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Major General Jesse Lee Reno
1823-1862

Lee R. Christensen, P.O. Box 2431

Yakima, WA 98907, ph . (509) 454-9613

Up from the meadows rich with corn,
Clear in the cool September morn,
The clustered spires of Frederick stand
Green-walled by the hills of Maryland.

So begins Whittier's Civil War

poem, Barbara Frietchie . A Parke

descendent, Major General Jesse
Lee Reno, IX Corp Commander,

Army of the Potomac is intimately
associated with Barbara, her flag,

and by extension, though not men-

tioned, the poem . The General ' s

maternal grandmother was a

Parke.
General Reno, on a Septem-

ber morn one week after the Sep-

tember morn of Whittier 's poem,

was in Frederick, Maryland. There,

he met Barbara Frietchie.
After their meeting, perhaps

after sipping tea or her homemade
currant wine, he is reported to have

asked his brother, Colonel Ben-
jamin Franklin Reno, "who does she

put you in mind of, Frank?" Frank

replied, "Mother." He might very

well have said, "Grandmother

Achsah."
Grandmother Achsah was

Achsah Parke Quinby, native of
Sussex (now Warren) County, New

Jersey. She was a Northwest New

Jersey (Ed. i.e. West jersey) Parke.
The Parkes had been in New

Jersey since 1682 when Roger

Parke, a Quaker from Hexham,
Northumberland came to West Jer-

sey to claim and settle on acreage

he had purchased while still in En-
gland. He is thought by most of us

who descend from Northwest New

Jersey Parkes to be our immigrant
ancestor. But the only line that has

definitive documentation of this
relationship is John's. Achsah is not

known to be on John's line.
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Achsah's father was Joseph

Parke; her mother, Sarah . In all

likelihood, Joseph's father was also

a Joseph Parke ; his mother, Mar-

garet. The antecedents for Sarah
and Margaret are unknown. They

are in fact so unknown that no one
has ventured an educated guess.

Joseph Parke, Achsah's father,
was a tavern owner, blacksmith

and farmer. His tavern and smithy
were a short walk up the hill from

Musconetcong River. This section

of Sussex County had earlier been

part of Hunterdon County, then

Morris County and now Warren
County.

When Achsah was baptized

on Christmas day 1768 with her

two brothers, Micajah and Charles
and her sister Theodosia, the fam-

ily was living in a very isolated and
sparsely settled section of New Jer-

sey without a nearby church or vil-

lage. The Reverend William Frazer,

Church of England, visited the area

every third Sunday. On the Christ-

mas Day he baptized the four Parke
children, he also baptized two

other children from Mansfield

Woodhouse township. The Rever-

end found the area troublesome to

serve; the Muskenetcunk (his spell-

ing)—after heavy rains—almost

impassable . The residents "appear

serious enough but totally ignorant
with regard to the prayers of the

Church", he wrote. Services were

held in "barns and dwelling

houses." It is not recorded where

the Parke children were baptized . I

would guess the icy Musconetcong.
Achsah married Samuel

Quinby, a Revolutionary War vet-
eran and a New Jersey native, in

1784 or 1786. There is bureau-

cratic wrangling about the date in

his pension file but no primary evi-

dence. Soon after the marriage, the
couple moved to Washington

County, Pennsylvania where
Samuel may have been living prior

to their wedding. Living near them

in 1790 was her brother Micajah
and his wife, the former Mary

Beemer.
The Quinbys had twelve chil-

dren, one of whom they named
Rebecca, born in 1795, Washing-

ton County. By 1810, the Quinbys
were living in Mercer County,
Pennsylvania, Shenango Township.

Living nearby was the Charles Reno

family, whose oldest son, Lewis
Thomas Reno, would marry

Rebecca Quinby.
Prior to 1820, Louis T. and

Rebecca moved to what is now
Wheeling, West Virginia, where

their third son, Jesse Lee Reno was

born 20 June 1823. By 1840, the

family was living at French Creek
Township, Venango County, Penn-

sylvania.
At age 18, still living in

Venango County, Congressional
district 25, Jesse Lee Reno, "a youth

of great promise," was nominated

by his congressman to be a "Cadet
in the service of the United States."
The Secretary of War notified Jesse

Lee of his conditional appointment

in April . In June, he reported to
West Point for his entrance exami-

nations.
The Academy, then as now,

had exacting standards for physi-

cal fitness and academic prepara-

tion. As many as 122 conditional

appointees may have reported June
of 1842 for their examinations.

When the exams were over the

class had 92 survivors. Four years

later, the class of 1846 graduated
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59, including Jesse Lee Reno, Tho-
mas Jackson, George McClellan
and George Picket, all of whom

would be generals North or South
in the Civil War.

Cadet Reno finished eighth in
his class, six files behind George

McClellan; nine files ahead of Tho-
mas Jackson . George Derby, who

became a celebrated American hu-
morist, was seventh. Jesse Reno's

best subject was Mineralogy/Ge-

ology, where he finished sixth.
McClellan was first . Thomas
Jackson's best subject was Ethics.

In the Spring of '46, while the
cadets were cramming for final ex-

ams, the United States declared war
on Mexico. On graduation, the

newly commissioned second lieu-
tenants would have an early op-

portunity to test their book learn-
ing on the battlefield. Reno was first

assigned as Assistant Ordnance Of-
ficer to the Watervliet Arsenal, N .Y.

By Fall of '46 he was with General
Winfield Scott's forces headed for

Mexico.
His war record is impressive.

He earned five battle stars, was
wounded once; breveted twice, be-

coming a BVT Captain, 13 Septem-

ber, 184 7 . At the battle of
Chapultepec, both he and Jackson
were breveted for "Gallant and

Meritorious" conduct. Both were

artillery officers.
In the peacetime years fol-

lowing the war with Mexico, Lt.

Reno had artillery and ordnance

assignments commensurate with
his high class ranking at gradua-

tion. Some were: Assistant Profes-
sor of Mathematics, Military Acad-

emy; Secretary of the Board for

preparing a "System of Instruction
for Heavy Artillery" ; and Ass't Ord-

nance Officer, Frankford Arsenal,

Pa .
Another assignment took him

west to the Mexican war-won
country as Chief of Ordnance on

the Albert Sidney Johnston led Utah
Expedition, July 1857-June 1859.
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On this visit to Utah Territory he
might have met his mother's
cousin, Thomas Harris Parke, who
had come to Utah with the Mor-

mons in 1849 . Thomas Harris,

however, had accepted Brigham
Young's invitation to colonize
Western Nevada and was ranch-
ing in Carson Valley, just south of

the Truckee river watering stop
that would be named after Jesse Lee
Reno and grow to be the "Biggest

Little City in the World."
In the Fall of '59, Captain

Reno was assigned to the Mt.
Vernon Arsenal, near Mobile, Ala-
bama, as commanding officer. In
normal times this would have been

a plush post, but times were not
normal. After Lincoln was elected
president and the cry of secession
spread across the South, the State
of Alabama felt justified in seizing
the Mt. Vernon Arsenal . This they

did, attacking at dawn 4 Jan 1861
with four companies of militia.
They overwhelmed its garrison of
18 men and Captain Reno.

Without prejudice over the
loss of Mt. Vernon, the Army as-
signed Reno to command the
Leavenworth Arsenal, Kansas. This

assignment would be a short one.
Our national crisis was now in full
flame and the Army was looking
for command leadership. In No-

vember, Reno was promoted to
Brigadier General Volunteers to
command a Brigade in General
Burnside 's invasion of North Caro-
lina. By April 1862 he was com-

manding a division. In July, he was
promoted to Major General com-
manding IX Corp, Army of the
Potomac.

While Jesse Lee Reno was win-
ning rapid promotion and earning
recognition as a battlefield com-

mander, the war was not going well
for Union forces . His classmate
General McClellan's Peninsula

campaign to capture Richmond
had failed. General Pope's Army
of Virginia had been outmaneu-

vered and defeated at the Second

Battle of Bull Run.
On 4 September, following up

his summer successes, Confederate
General Robert E . Lee invaded
Maryland. He crossed the Potomac

north of Washington enroute to
Frederick, Maryland and points be-
yond. By 6 September, his troops,
including Thomas Jackson, now
called Stonewall Jackson, were in

Frederick . The Barbara Frietchie
legend was about to begin.

The Army of the Potomac,
staying between Lee's Army and

Washington, began its march
against the Confederate forces 7
September with Reno's IX Corp
leading. By 12 September they were
in Frederick which the Confeder-

ates did not seriously defend. Gen-
eral Reno and his staff spent the
night there.

On the morning of the 13 th
while riding past Barbara

Frietchies, General Reno was drawn
by a crowd in front of her house.
He listened to the stories of her con-
frontation with Confederate

troops. He dismounted and at her

invitation stepped inside while she
served him a glass of her home-
made currant wine . On leaving, he

offered to buy one of her flags . She
declined but did give him her large
bunting flag. With her flag in Col.
B .F. Reno's pistol case, he rode off

to face Stonewall Jackson's Corp at
South Mountain.

By mid morning 14 Septem-
ber, the forces of Generals Reno

and Jackson were engaged at South
Mountain, Fox's Gap. By mid af-
ternoon Reno's entire Corp had ar-
rived on the battleline. He was at
Fox's Gap personally leading his

command. In the early evening, he
rode forward to see what was de-
laying the right flank's progress.

While in front of his troops in an
exposed position, he was hit by

musket fire. He was carried off the
mountain and died about an hour
later. Barbara Frietchie's flag would

Continued on page 32
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Historian's Corner - Tad Parks, Historian
email : 70741 .2122 @compuserve .com

phone : 414//332-9984 (evenings)

When I took on the

Historian 's job, almost 20 years

ago, then Editor David L . Parke,
PS#13, told me it would be ex-

pected that I write a column for

each NewsLetter. That has been

more difficult to do at times than I

expected at first . Robert J.

Samuelson once stated that, "Writ-

ing is that grinding process of dis-
covering the right flow of words to

convey a story, feeling, explanation

or argument ." And indeed it is true.

A grinding process. But once ac-
complished, and then revised, re-

viewed and polished, that piece of
writing produces a feeling of ac-

complishment hard to beat.
The same truth holds for ge-

nealogical research. It is a grind-

ing process. Continuous recheck-

ing of facts and data is required,
always moving toward a "more"

correct version of the events and

circumstances. The problem with

genealogical data though is the
variations one finds in research.

THE 2-3-4 SYNDROME:
Why are there so many possibili-

ties? This is the 2-3-4 problem.
That is, for every name, there will

be at least two more variations, for

every date at least three other ones,
and for each location noted, no less
than four conflicting places appear.

Why do two sources often disagree?

And what are we supposed to do
with these conflicting data?

It is obvious that we could
only have been born at one time

and in one place . So obviously

something is amiss when we see
different dates and places, espe-

cially if the locations are widely

spaced. Likewise, death dates and

places. Two burial places? No,

probably not . A grave marker with

no body? A possibility. [Or like one

case I know, Family B purchased a
`used' grave marker of Family A,

30

but never got around to changing

the data on the stone .] Marriages,

especially if multiple, often are
sources conflicting dates, places,

and names.
No, you cannot omit "diffi-

cult" data. That does not resolve

the issue. The trick is, first, to try
to determine the truth by examin-

ing all the relevant pieces of data
and weighing their relative merit.

If that fails to clear up the matter,
present the conflicting data in a

manner to set the stage for discus-

sion, e .g. "Are you sure it was 1768

and not 1758 as is shown there?"
This will entail notes establishing

the issue and possible solutions.
In past discussion under

this byline, I have discussed weigh-

ing your evidence. I will leave that

subject to another time . Essentially,
there are good "genealogical" texts

in the market place to assist the re-

searcher. You should have at least

one of those in hand.

While I may be the Histo-
rian of The Society [read : chief ge-

nealogist], I am not the chief
authenticator for the data that

is within our records. As we clearly

state in the caveat that accompa-
nies all groups sheets distributed to

members, it is not possible for us to

independently verify all data that
is submitted to The Society. Lin-

eage Leaders have a better time of
it since they are working with a

smaller genealogical population.
But even for them, there is reliance

upon data that you collectively
submit and the documentation that

is supplied.
In this regard, there are

things you can do to help us do a

better job for you and The Society.
Please take note of these following

items :
(1) When you send mate-

rials, please be sure that they are
adequately identified. Put your

name, PS# and date on each page.
This helps to identify loose paper

with the appropriate communica-
tion. As much as I try, things do

become detached, and if not iden-
tified, much time is wasted trying

to find the master communication,
or I just give up and set it aside

awaiting a miracle.
(2) Identify the item as to

being of your line (which genera-
tion) or not of your line . If it is a

"scrap" piece of information, it
needs to be handled differently.

Please don't make us guess as to
how the presented item relates to

your line .

(3) Remember that Family

Group Sheets are the basic genea-
logical document utilized within

the field to identify family units and

related data. While descendancy

charts are nice for a full picture,
they are no replacement for fam-

ily group sheets. Creating group
sheets from a descendancy chart is

very, very difficult . Supply your

own data on Group Sheets . [If you

don't know what these are, go back

to your reference book.] If you

happen to know the FGS numbers

that we use for your lineage, make

use of them. Many times we send
members copies of their lineage

applications with those numbers

continued on page 31

NEWSLETTER of the Parke Society



Historian's Corner - continued from page 30

on them . Please be aware that we
live by Group Sheets and those
Group Sheet numbers.

(4) There will be variations,
but it is greatly appreciated when

you have done your homework on
the problematic data. Do your re-

search, review all relevant facts,

and then settle on what you believe
to be the best, most solid set of facts.

Put in your notes that there are a
number of variations, and perhaps

BRIEFLY explain what has made
you settle on the facts that you

show. Be careful, too, about mak-
ing assumptions. Things have not

always been done the same way for
all times and places.

(5) Since this is an all vol-

unteer organization, and many of
us still have to earn a living, we truly

appreciate straight forward letters
and email with adequate identifi-

cation. When writing or supply-
ing materials set it aside for a day

or two and then re-read it . Does it
still make sense? Neatness is also

counted next to godliness.

(6) If sending copies of
original old handwritten docu-

ments, you can be of TREMEN-
DOUS assistance by including a

typed or very neatly hand written
transcription of the document.

(7) Remember the Golden
Guild Lines of Genealogy. Always

show dates as found. Do not try to
substitute your interpretation of

dates. For example recasting "old
style" dates into "new style" dates.

[Don't know what I am talking
about? Go back to your handy ge-

nealogical text .]

Identify locations by the juris-
diction they constituted at the time

of the event . West Virginia is not a

proper designation until on or af-
ter 1863 (check the history).

Northern Ireland was not a sepa-
rate Country (as it were) until af-

ter 1920. And be careful about

abbreviations used in public docu-
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ments. What might look like N .I.

(and unfortunately interpreted as
Northern Ireland, in 1833) might

really be N.J ., especially if the event
you are talking about is before

1920. Get to know the local his-
tory of areas in which you are

working . Know when the various

county jurisdictions came into be-
ing or changed. You might not find

a document because you are look-
ing in the wrong place for the pe-

riod under question.
Be mindful that the PARK/

E/S surname has been rendered
variously over the years, even by

the same person . Standardization
in the spelling of names, sur or
given, really did not come about

until after the wide spread intro-
duction of the typewriter. And the

further you go back, the wider the
variations you might find . Do not

disregard any possibilities . And if

you are going to be working with
raw 17th and 18th century docu-

ments, you may want to do some
additional work on the handwrit-

ing of the period, especially as it
relates to the form of the letter "s".

So too our ancestors . Documents
relating to Molly, Margaret and

Marji could all be the same person,
unless there is compelling evidence

to the contrary.
Remember while census

records are sometimes the best
available evidence, they are not in-

fallible. There may be reasons why

they are incorrect, none good, but
nevertheless reasons . Again, you

need to study census materials and
their pros and cons in your handy

reference book.

(8) Please keep us informed
of your progress and new findings.

Your discoveries may create some

new possibilities for you and oth-
ers working their PARK/E/S heri-

tage .
(9) Be careful of family leg-

ends. It has been said that no mat-

ter of evidence can kill a family
story, especially if it is a good one.
Family oral history (even if writ-

ten) needs to be tested against re-

ality. Never accept at face value
some nugget of "truth" handed
down by Aunt Mabel until you

have checked it out and found sup-

porting evidence. The famous
Milton Rubincam more than once

snapped off "favorite branches" in
his genealogical research . You

should be no less willing to seek the
truth, wherever that might lead

you .
(10 Finally, do remember

this is, for the most of us, a hobby.
Very few of us even try to make a

living at doing genealogy (for fun
and profit!) . And hence it is prob-

ably not the primary focus of our
lives. Don't try to get too propri-

etary about the data you find and
assemble . Even if you publish a

"book", it isn't going to appear on
the New York Times Best Seller List,

and you will not loose millions by
sharing your data . To assemble

data and then limit its sharing by
claiming an exclusive copyright to

all aspects of that data is not only

ungentlemanly (or unlady like) but
probably not a claim that could be
supported in litigation . Don't

waste your spleen on fighting

non-battles. Share, giving credit
where credit is due, and help one

another to get at the truth . Have
fun exploring your roots.

PAX,

Tad
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Major General Jesse Lee Reno
continued from page 28

cover General Reno's casket at his

funeral. And just as Grandmother

Achsah was part of Major General
Jesse Lee Reno's inheritance, so is

Barbara's legend part of his legacy.
Notes, Comments and Major

Sources
William F. McConnell 's Re-

member Reno, A Biography of Ma-

jor General Jesse Lee Reno, White
Mane Publishing Co ., Inc. 1996 has

been used for both background and
detail without identifying specific

citations.
Roger Reno, Rockford, Illinois,

Reno Family Historian provided me
with the family sketches he has

written on Charles Reno and Lewis
Thomas Reno.

Rev. William Frazer's Three

Parishes	 St .	 Thomas's,	 St.

Andrew's and Musconetcong,

N.J .—1768-70 by Henry Race, as

printed in the Pennsylvania Maga-
zine of History and Biography, Vol
XII, 1888, pages 212-233 has
Achsah's baptism as well as the

Reverend's description of his par-

ish problems.
Samuel Quinby 's Revolution-

ary War Pension file is on LDS film

#0971992.
I have made full use of Cen-

sus records following the moves of
the Parkes, Quinbys and Renos

from Washington County, Pa
1790, to Nevada 1860 and back

to Iowa 1870. The last census

Achsah appears on is Mercer

County, Pa, 1850 . She is living with

her son Charles Quinby and ap-
pears as "Acey" age 83, born New

Jersey. The General's last census is
1860, Mobile, Alabama with his

wife and two children.
Barbara Frietschie, the

woman, the poem, the myth, the

flag, is examined in two articles . The

first by Conrad Reno, the General's

son, written in 1900 and repub-
lished by Broadfoot Publishing

Company, 1993 . My copy, sent to

me by the Curator, Civil War Li-

brary, Philadelphia . The second

record, by Dorothy and William

Quynn, published in the Maryland
Historical Magazine, September

1942. A copy was sent to me by

The Historical Society of Frederick

County, Frederick, Maryland.
The life of West Point cadets

in 1846 is described in John C.

Waugh 's Class of 1846, Warner

Books, 1994. He also covers the
entrance examination procedures

of that year.
The Archives Curator, United

States Military Academy furnished
me with photocopies of data rel-

evant to General Reno from Offi-
cial Register, Officers and Cadets,
US Military Academy, June 1846,

and Biographical Register of the
Officers and Graduates, U.S. Mili-

tary Academy from 1802-1890.

The Quinbys and the Renos

are a family historian's delight.
They make full use of family names

in each generation. Additionally,

the Renos seem to have adopted the.

use of two given names frequently
reduced to initials very early.

The National Archives
J. Douglas Park #749

While in Washington, DC
recently, I fulfilled a dream and

visited the National Archives.
In addition to excellent

records and very helpful staff, I
found the experience reinforced my

impressions when reading about

the place . Indeed, there are one of

a kind records there, e .g. the mili-

tary repositories on the 11th floor.

In addition, some of the staff are
dedicated to very esoteric areas and

knowledge bases within the build-
ing, something not commonly

found in all libraries.
However, I now realize how

many items are located in our re-

gional NA facilities . In addition,

some of our local genealogy librar-

ies house many holdings found in
the NA.

Nonetheless, if in Washington

DC area, stop by the National Ar-

chives. It is truly a wonderful

place. The Metro, the local subway
system, is clean, safe, very fast and

has a stop just acrossPennsylvania

Ave . Take the Metro to the National

Archives/Navy Memorial stop.
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