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or the price of some
wampum ; trinkets, and
provisions, the area along
Stony Brook became the village of
Hopewell, New Jersey . The
Hopewell villages of the Lenapes,
an Algonquin tribe, were
Wissamenson (Woodbridge) and
Minnepenasson
(Stoutsburg - the first white
man to live in Hopewell was
Englishman Jonathan Stout
who lived several years
among the Lenapes at
Wissamenson) . When the
British seized control of
New Jersey from the Dutch
in 1664, the British decreed
that the land be purchased
before settlement . The
owners, the Lenape, were a
tribe which welcomed the
white man because they
needed protection from other
tribes. This peaceful British action
was essential in avoiding the
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expense of Indian wars . The
Lenapes peacefully lived among the
white settlers on Stony Brook from
the 1680s until about 1725 when
they moved west declaring : "Not a
drop of our blood have you shed
in battle ; not an acre of our land
have you taken without our

consent ." The British developed
the colonies as a Proprietary
System, as the Dutch had before
them . The system functioned like
a corporation with London
speculators engaged in purchasing
"percentages of Proprietary
Shares." With all its functionality,
the system was also unfortunately
open to abuse of power for
personal gain. More on this later.
Approximately 230 Quakers
arrived from Yorkshire and London in July of 1677 and founded

a settlement at Burlington Co., NJ.
Included among the early settlers
of Burlington was Thomas
Schooley and Thomas Houghton
(Hooten), future residents of
Hopewell . Early Burlington Co ., NJ
included the area which was later
to become Hunterdon Co . and
Hopewell Twp and the village of Hopewell.
On Oct . 10, 1678 the
ship "Shield" was the first
to sail up as far as present
day Trenton where there
were falls on the Delaware.
Early Trenton was called
"At the ffalls of Dellaware";
early Hopewell was called
"Above the ffalls of
Dellaware ." It's passengers
disembarked on the Jersey
side, including George
Parks, (immigrant George
Parks was perhaps brother to
Roger Parke and perhaps related
to the later George Parke who arrived about 1759 in the Jersey
settlement in NC .) Peter and John
Fretwell, Thomas Revell , Robert
Schooley and Thomas Potts. Thomas Revell was made the first Justice of the Peace and was appointed
by a group of Proprietors as the
agent to survey and sell land and
issue deeds. On Sept . 8, 1680 he
Continued on page 35

Silas Leonard Parks
Mrs . Corabelle DeClerg PS#842
873 Kent St, Portland, MI 48875-1741

I grew up on a small farm in
Shiawassee County, just outside
Durand, Michigan . Durand, a
community of 4,283, is located
midway between Lansing and Flint
near interstate 1-69 . My father
worked for the Grand Trunk Railroad . I have early memories of going to the depot and the roundhouse . The roundhouse was a
huge building where big steam
engines could be turned completely
around and reorient the train's
next journey. Trains came from all
directions. There was always soot
in the air from the smoke because
the steam engines used coal. Sometimes we were allowed to get in a
caboose or on an engine and ride
for a short distance out into the
yards. What a thrill!!! Today the
trains are gone, replaced by tractor trailers on the Interstate . The
roundhouse is also gone, but the
depot is now a registered National
Historic Monument.
I remember my father
Wellington S . Parks 1890-1977,
always called Wella, telling us his
great grandfather was Silas
Leonard Parks (1801-1876) . No
one knew the name of Silas's father and it remains a mystery today.
My ancestor Silas L. Parks was
born in 1801, Town of Arlington,
State of Vermont . His discharge
papers from the War of 1812 are
dated May 21, 1815 . He was a
drummer boy. It states on the papers that he was "about" 18 years
old . The family moved from Ver-

mont to New York ; then a group
of 13 families came westward to
Michigan . They called themselves
the Rochester Colony. Even today
there is a sign near where they
settled which says "Rochester
Colony 1836." This is near St.
Johns, Clinton County, Michigan.
Silas had two children at that
time, William James and Peter. It
was at this location that the Indians stole the younger son, Peter,
and renamed him Shon-e-kayzhick. He lived with the Indians in
the home of the Chief, Jim Fisher.
Peter, who would later take on the
chief's name, Jim Fisher, was a
grown, married man before the
squaw finally told him she had stolen him from the neighbors. All
through the years, his biological
family never stopped searching for
him. (Ed. The complete story of

Peter Parks (Jim Fisher) is recounted in Vol XXV No . 3, page I.
Another reference to this family is
found in Vol. =No. 1, page 8.)
Silas and family next moved
to Chesaning, Saginaw County
where their daughter, Lucinda was
born. She was the first white child
born in Chesaning. An Indian village, called Indiantown, was six
miles north . Lucinda would later
marry Francis DuPaul . Francis was
born in 1818 in France and came
via Canada to the United States.
After their marriage, he would participate in the American Civil War.
He died in 1891 . After many years
of research, last year it was discovered that Lucinda had remarried.
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She is buried in a cemetery in
Shiawassee County under the name
Findlay. Her great grandson, Bruce
Haak, lives in the county near
Owosso, Michigan . His mother,
Mrs. Pearl Harris Haak wrote an
article regarding this family in
1973 in the Shiawassee Gazette,
the Historical Society Newsletter of
Shiawassee County.
Silas' son, and my great
grandfather, William James (18341913) married Sarah A . Mattison
(1837-1908) . They had two children, Charles A . Parks (18611903) and Ella Parks (1859-19) . Charles married Anna M . Bouck
(1867-1937) in 1889 . Ella Parks
married James Kinsman . They had
no children but Charles and Anna
had two sons, Wellington (18901977) and Harold (1901-1914).
According to the family, when
Harold was 13, he had a severe
stomachache. Three doctors had
the dining room table made into
an operating table, but while they
were deciding what to do, he died.
His father, Charles, had died from
the same thing ten years earlier.
Silas and family then moved
to Bennington, Michigan . Silas and
his wife, Betsy Brown (18101858) had twelve children. Betsy
and one of their children are buried in the same cemetery. Shortly
after Betsy's death, Silas married
Philena J. Currier Hill and moved
from Shiawassee County to
Genesee County. He lived in Bur-

Continued on page 43
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continued from page 33
made his first entry in "Liber A,
Revels's Book of Surveys" On June
4, 1680, John Hooten, Andrew
Smith and Peter Fretwell became
the first freeholders of this area.
In 1685 a large share-holder,
Dr. Daniel Coxe, surgeon of London and private physician to
Queen Anne, entered the New Jersey scene without leaving London.
His wealth enabled him to buy extensive land shares as a "bottomline" speculator and he aimed to
maximize his power and profits by
whatever means it took . He proceeded to assume the title of Governor and governed the area from
London for several years, beginning a series of acquisitions
and manipulations which included the tract of land that
was Hopewell in 1688 . His
agent, Adlord Bowle, met
with 11 native chiefs who sold
their rights to the Hopewell
land for "wampum" . With
land sales now "legal", Dr.
Coxe directed his agents to
subdivide and sell to settlers.
In May of 1688, Andrew
Smith Sr. bought 200 acres,
not from Coxe's agents but,
from Cornelius Empson of
PA, a tract later occupied by his
son Thomas Smith - who became
a pioneer of the Jersey Settlement
in North Carolina . Andrew
Smith's daughter Sarah also
would become the wife of John
Parke I, son of Roger Parke Sr.
In Dec . of 1689, Dr. Coxe was
apparently temporarily in need of
money and sold part of his holdings to a group of businessmen the West Jersey Society of England.
The first agreement did not include
the Hopewell tract but between
1692 and 1694 Coxe made a second agreement transferring said
tract to the West Jersey Society. The
Society failed to execute a deed.
1999-Vol36No2

The Society and Agent Revel continued selling land and developing
the area anyway.
In 1690 Roger Parke, an English immigrant, lived in a Quaker
settlement on Crosswick's Creek,
but he traveled often to
Wissamenson to study medicine
under old native Lenape squaws
and medicine men. This path to
Hopewell became "Roger's Road."
About 1700, he moved his family
to Hopewell.
In 1697, Thomas Revell sold
1,050 acres in the center of the
township to Johannes Opdyke
which became Penny Town, later

Pennington, and was soon settled
by inter-related Presbyterian families from Newton, Long Island . Part
of this land was also originally
called Maidenhead, Burlington Co.
but later became present day
Lawrenceville, just outside of
Hopewell. Stony Brook flowed
through all of this area . Roger
Parke would come to own land
along Stony Brook.
Some of Roger Parke's
Quaker neighbors from
Crosswick's settled south of him in
Hopewell - Jonathan Eldridge, Dr.
John Houghton, John Wilsford,
widow Mary Stanisland, John

Bryerley, Capt . Moses Petit, and
Benjamin Clark . Just adjacent to
his tract of land along Stony Brook
were John Moore, George
Hutchinson, Sam Bunting,
Marmaduke Houseman, Edward
Hunt, Andrew Smith, Thomas
Smith, John Gilbert, James
Melvin, Thomas Stevenson,
Nathaniel Pope, Edward
Burroughs and George Woolsey.
The children of Ralph Hunt
Sr .( who died in Newton, Long Island )- Ralph Jr., Samuel, daughter Ann and husband Theophilus
Phillips, daughter-in-law Johanna
Wilson? , (widow of son John
Hunt) and others moved to
M a i d e n h e a d
(Lawrenceville), NJ and
joined the Presbyterian
Church, as did Jonathan,
Samuel and Elnathan Davis,
in Burlington . Their descendants would be among the
settlers of the Jersey settlement in NC later as well.
In Feb 1699, the
Burlington Co . Court received a "Petition of some inhabitants above the ffalls for
a new township to be called
Hopewell, as also a new road
and boundaries of Said town
.. ." By 1770, the description of this
town's location was, "Hopewell is
situated 40 miles N.W. of Philadelphia, bounded on the East by the
Province line, West by the Delaware
River, on the North by Amwell
Twp ., and on the south by
Assunpink Creek, and included the
Indian village of Wissamensen at
the head of Stony Brook, some
miles north of the falls of the Delaware."
Between 1686 and 1710,
many new settlers came to
Hopewell including Robert
Continued on page 36
35

From Jersey to Jersey- The Parke Migration
continued from page 35
Blackwell, Richard Titus, Richard Stockton, Thomas
Hutchinson, Joseph Worth, Thomas Warne, William Wood,
Joshua Ely, John Hutchinson,
Samuel Wright, Matthew
Grange, Caleb Wheatley, Henry
Scott, Vincent Fountaine, Benjamin Field, Joseph Sackett, Thomas Lambert, Richard Burt, John
Fidler, William Hixon, George
Willis, John Routlege, Joshua
Anderson and Robert Pearson . I
mention these names because some
of them will later be found in the
Jersey settlement in NC as well.
In 1702, Dr . Coxe gave
Hopewell to his son Col . Daniel
Coxe. Dr. Coxe's friend Edward
Hyde, Lord Cornbury and Dr.
Coxe's son, Col . Daniel Coxe
came to America and composed the
"Cornbury Ring" infamous for
abusing government authority for
personal profit . The "Ring" and the
Proprietors fought to control land
sales because to do so also meant
control of the government . As
Governor, Lord Cornbury allied
himself with the Coxes against the
West Jersey Society over ownership
of large tracts of land, one of
which was Hopewell Township.
Col . Daniel Coxe was a member
of his upper House of Legislature
and together they attacked the West
Jersey Society as lacking any title,
taking advantage of the Society's
failure to register transfer of title
to them of the Hopewell tract of
1692/3.
Lord Cornbury had an additional claim to fame - he liked
dressing himself as a woman and
often opened the Assembly dressed
in this fashion . A first cousin of
Queen Anne, he claimed when
confronted about this, to be representing Queen Anne . As Governor of New York and New Jersey
36

between 1702 to 1708 he had his
portrait painted wearing a ball
gown - this portrait now hangs in
the New York Historical Society!
Because the Anglican church
was an integral part of the government, the Episcopal church was established "Hopewell Chappel
Church" St . Mary's Episcopal,
Ewing in Burlington Co. Some of
the Hopewell residents who were
Quakers and Baptists had their
adult children baptized in Ewing
to have their inheritance rights
protected . "Baptized Feb. 28, 1702
by Rev. John Talbot were : John
and Roger Parke, ye children of
Rogr. Parke . Thomas, Andrew,
Elizabeth, Mary and Hannah
Smith, the children of Andrew
Smith . William Scholey (son) of
Robt. Scholey."
In 1707, Col . Coxe persuaded the Cornbury Ring to make
a new survey of the Hopewell tract
in his name. Then in 1708 , Lord
Cornbury was recalled by the
Queen as Governor because of
obvious corruption . The new governor supported the Proprietors
and Col . Coxe was removed from
the Council and Assembly and he
returned to England.
In 1713, Hopewell Township
became part of the newly formed
Hunterdon County out of old
Burlington County. Deeds were issued about 1709/10 for other
parts of Hopewell Township.
Ralph Hunt Jr . bought 500 acres
in Hopewell bounded on the east
by Stony Brook and on the north
by Samuel Davis, on the west by
Capt. Hannel and on the south by
Johannes Lawrenson . Joanna
Hunt's (widow of John Hunt,
brother of Ralph and Edward
also in the area now), son John Jr.
married Margaret Moore, probably daughter of Gersham Moore .

John and Margaret's son,
Jonathan b. Oct. 17, 1717 married Mary Smith, daughter of
Andrew and Sarah Stout Smith
Jr. and it was this Jonathan Hunt
who became one of the founders
of the Jersey Settlement in NC . and
later a Colonel in the Rowan Co.
NC Militia. Thomas Reed, probably brother to John Reed, also
moved from Long Island to
Hopewell as well as the Hunts.
However, a different and probably
unrelated Reed family moved to the
Jersey settlement including Eldad,
Medad, Moses and John Reed,
sons of John and Hannah Davis
Reed . Hannah Davis was probably the daughter of Eldad Davis.
These Davis - Reeds were Baptists and were also most likely related to Baptist Jonathan Davis on
the Hopewell Twp. Tax List.
William and Grace Merrell
Jr., Baptists, also came to Hopewell
with 3 sons in 1710/11 - Benjamin, Joseph and William (who
married Penelope Stout) . Benjamin Merrill would later play a
pivotal role in the early history of
the American Revolution in the
Regulator movement, at the Jersey
settlement in NC. Of note, baptized
at St. Mary's Episcopal on May 11,
1712 were Margaret daughter of
William Merrail and George son
of John Park . Around this time
several others who would later
show up also as families of the Jersey settlement in NC came to
Hopewell Twp . - Robert Heaton who would later live on Swearing
Creek in the Jersey settlement and
Robert Eaton whose descendants
would become Baptist ministers in
Rowan Co. NC, eventually founding Eaton Baptist Church in present
day Davie County, NC. A family
Continued on page 40
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DANA PARKS JR . MEMORIAL CIRCULATING LIBRARY
Jean Churchill PS#934 Librarian
.
Wyomissing
Ave, Shillington, PA 19607-2535
221 S
E mail: churchill@talon .net
All library requests should be
sent to the above address. Please
remember to use your Parke Society number and make your checks
payable to "The Parke Society" . I
have a limited number of copies of
"THE PARKE SOCIETY NEWSLETTER INDEX" for Volumes 26-32
compiled by Norman Churchill &
Marjorie Isaac PS# 825 . This is especially useful is the inclusion of a
listing of all the surnames appearing on the Lineage Charts. For Sale
Only - $5.00 each.
Several of the books added to
our Library collection are listed below with short comments . More
in-depth reviews will appear in
later issues.
"PARK & COBB FAMILY" by
the father & son team of PS#1299
William Henry Parke & PS#1305
Major William Douglas Park . This was
a summer field
research and
expeditiona r y
project
which tok

over 90 hours and 1,700 driving
miles to completion . Estill, Madison, Boyle, Lincoln &Clark Counties, Kentucky were the geographic
areas covered, and an excellent report has been compiled . The Parke
research involved was that of the
Roger NJ 1682, John (1), John (2),
Ebenezer (3) and some of his descendants. 000/PARK (loan fee $3.)
"REPORT & JOURNAL OF
PROCEEDING OF THE JOINT
COMMISSION TO ADJUST THE
BOUNDARY OF THE STATES OF
1999 - Vol 36 No 2

MD & VA DEPOSITION OF WITNESSES" compiled with additional
information by PS#1168 Gail
Walczyk, 1992, Index(loan fee $3 .) 929/WALC
"MERRIE OLDE
MIDDLESEX" (excerpts) by
Caroljo Forsythe Lee . These excerpts and comments were done by
PS#13 David L . Parke & PS#1177
Jeane Fitch . David PA 1720 lineage. Geographic area is southwestern PA. (loan fee - $2 .) 929/
LEE
"THE QUATREMAINS OF
OXFORDSHIRE " by William F.
Carter B.A., 1936, printed at The
University Press, Oxford. Early English history and the Quatremains
family. Index, No Park/e/s (loan
fee-$3 .) 929.2/CART
"A GUIDE TO THE GENEALOGY/LOCAL HISTORY SECTION
OF THE STATE LIBRARY OF
PENNSYLVANIA" pub . PA Dept. of
Education, 1989 . This is a basic
guide to assist persons in the use
of the Pennsylvania State Library.
Be aware that this is an older publication . (loan fee-$1 .25) 026/
BOOK
"TRACING YOUR ANCESTORS IN THE PUBLIC RECORD
OFFICE" edited by Amanda Bevan,
Crown copyright 1999 . Donated
to the Library by PS# 13 David L.
Parke. This is an excellent 304 page
research guide, indexed, with a
Table of Contents . I highly recommend this.
book to anyone planning
a genealogy research trip to the British
Isles.(loan fee-$3 .) 026/BEVA
"NEVER BEEN HERE BEFORE?" by Jane Cox & Stella
Colwell . Crown copyright 1997.
This is a genealogist's guide to the
Family Records Centre . Donated by
PS# 13 David L. Parke. This manual

explains what is and is not in the
Family Records Centre . It clearly
states the how, what, and where including a note to take along cash,
checkbook with a check card, or
credit cards to pay for photocopies
and to buy certificates . (loan
fee-$3 .) 026/COX
"ANCESTORS OF AMERICAN PRESIDENTS " compiled by
Gary Boyd Roberts, 1989 . Donated
to the Library by PS#825 Mrs . Robert Isaac. Table of Contents, Index.
There are 78 charts outlining
kinships among American Presidents. Only two Park listings. Park,
Elizabeth of Edinburgh, living SC
1747 . James Park of
Edinburgh,=1673 . (loan fee-$3.)
369/ROBE
"HISTORY OF TANGIER ISLAND" text by Stuart Lehmann . A
short history of Tangier Island illustrated by Vernon Bradshaw.
405/LEHM
"GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH IN THE PUBLISHED
ARCHIVES"
PENNSYLVANIA
compiled by Sally A. Weikel, PA
Dept. of Education, 1978 .(loan
fee-$1 .25) 050/WEIK
"PENNSYLVANIA NEWSPAPERS & SELECTED
OUT-OF-STATE NEWSPAPERS"
compiled by Louis Rauco, prepared
by Division of Library Services,
State Library of PA, PA Dept . of
Education, Published in 1984 but
contains updates to 1990 . (loan
fee-$3 .) 050/BOOK
"BIOGRAPHIE - SKETCHES
OF GEORGE PARK OF
BINGHAMTON, BROOME CO,
NY 1789-1876" edited by George
H. Parke, Jr. This book was given
to our library by his descendant,
PS#1233 Charles E . Parke. When
Continued on page 38
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continued from page 37
this manuscript was written, it
was thought that the family was
from Virginia . They now know
that their lineage is from Robert
Parke (MA 1630), Thomas
2,3,4,5 Elijah 6, George 7 . Col.
Elijah Park born 1741 in
Danbury, CT, married Olive
Brown in 1768, and moved to
Dutchess County, NY the following year. In 1789, George was
born at their home, the old Mansion house, in Amenia. It is ironic
that his father who served in the
Revolutionary War was then fatally injured in a horse accident
in 1795 leaving his widow with
a family of ten children . The large
farm was divided equally among
the heirs. George's portion was
23 acres with a reversionary interest in his mother's third, and
an undivided interest in some
woodland in Sharon, CT . This,
along with his share of the personal property, was taken in
charge by his oldest brother, Rufus
who was named his guardian.
About 1797 George was attending a "select school for boys" a few
miles from home . Instead of living at a boarding school, he often
boarded with various families
while receiving his education . He
first lived with the family of Benjamin Thompson where he developed an interest in politics . John
Adams, a member of the Federalist party, had succeeded George
Washington as President . One of
the beliefs of this party was that
the President should be elected for
life, but fortunately for our new
country the wisdom of Thomas
Jefferson, a Democrat, prevailed.
George received a classical
education since his parents had
expected him to go into the ministry. In late 1805, after attending several schools, he was sent to
Franklin Academy at Patterson,
38

Putnam Co, NY to prepare to enter
the sophomore class in Brown University, Providence, RI . While living in Dutchess County, George
traveled frequently to New York City
for pleasure and later for business.
Most of these trips were made by
boat down the Hudson River which
was much more comfortable than
by horseback . He enjoyed the
shows, museums, Central Park and
meeting with old and new friends.
One special visit was to Thomas Paine when George was only
17. He says "his gray eyes peering
out from under his projecting eyebrows, his large and prominent
nose, his white locks, tall, bony, and
stooping figure made an indelible

impression on my memory." He
gives a very accurate description of
the room, clothing and conversation . George returned to the
Franklin Academy until April 1807.
He then received his mother's consent to study law and, in June 1807,
his certificate of classical studies
"was filed with the Clerks office of
the Supreme Court, as was then required by the Rules of said Court."
He was accepted into the law firm
of Tallmadge & Bloom in
Poughkeepsie to begin his law studies . While with this firm, he was
given a ticket to ride to Albany and
return on Robert Fulton's steamboat
which was on its maiden voyage. He
also began attending military instruction classes under Col .

Cowdrey since his name was
placed on the muster roll of the
State Militia . In May 1808, he enlisted in Capt. Theron Budd's Company of Fusiliers, Col . Ostram's
Regiment of the New York Militia.
In 1809, he visited his brother
James and his wife who lived at
Chenango Point, Broome County,
NY. James suggested that George
consider moving there in the near
future and continue his studies
with a local attorney. This appealed to George who then gave
notice to Mr. Talimadge, and in the
spring of 1810 after a short visit
to Amenia he moved to Chenango
Point. This trip involved traveling
across "comparatively unsettled
country with miserable muddy
roads" . Chenango Point at this
time was a small village of 20-30
families. George entered the law
office of Daniel LeRoy Esq . continuing his studies until his full term
of 4 years 6 months was completed . Although he did not travel
to Albany for his diploma, his name
is on the roll of Attorneys of the
Supreme Court.
George also continued with
military duties eventually receiving
a commission as Lieutenant in Col.
W. W. Cook's 3rd Regiment of Infantry from Governor Tompkins.
After war was declared in 1812,
he was assigned as a Lieutenant
under Col . Mead at Norwich, but
was not called for active duty in the
field.
By this time, George was
growing tired of the single life . He
had met Miss Joann Bessac of
Greene the previous year and their
friendship ripened into love . They
were married on October 16, 1812
at her brother's home in Greene by
Rev. Jonathan Gray . The new Mrs.
Parke was pleased with her home
Continued on page 39
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at Chenango Point and the couple
settled happily into the growing
community which was becoming
more socially active. Her sister
Betsey Bessac resided with them
until her marriage to Chauncy
Morgan.
Times were not good during
1814-1815 especially for the law
profession and George earned extra income by teaching school for
3 months. He also received a commission as Adjutant in the 3rd
Regiment of State troops . Then in
1815, he traveled back to New York
City and purchased $1500 worth
of goods on a credit of 6-12
months believing that he could establish a profitable dry goods store
between Binghamton and Oswego
at Nanticoke . This was a major financial disaster since the goods
were purchased at war prices just
before peace was declared, then
market prices dropped 30-50% . In
1817 George was forced to give up
this enterprise and he returned to
Binghamton.
By 1822, his family had increased with the birth of two
daughters; Catherine in 1816 and
Julia in 1821, and a son, Hobart
in 1818 . The family was separated
for several months due to his wife's
illness after Julia's birth but were
reunited in 1823 . George's professional and financial circumstances continued to improve, and
1825 found the family celebrating
the birth of son, Charles. In April
1828, his term as Surrogate expired land was renewed by
Nathaniel Pitcher, Lieut. Governor
of New York. The following November, George was elected Justice
of the Peace for the Town of
Chenango.
This manuscript is especially
interesting because the author's
vivid descriptions offer insight into
one family's life during an early
period of our country's history.
1999 - Vol 36 No
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MISSING LINK
by Jean Churchill #934 Librarian
This is a new series which will appear in our Newsletter to highlight
a Park Society member's search for a missing Park/e/s ancestor. The
Park/e/s surname is fairly common which has made accurate searching
for our ancestors quite difficult, particularly as families moved westward.
It is hoped that this series will provide some help. Please read through
each article carefully to check if any of the information fits your particular family. If it does, the author would appreciate hearing from you.
The Parke Society is also interested in hearing from other members
who have reached a roadblock in their research. Certain criteria must be
met to be eligible for inclusion . There needs to be adequate documentation from generation to generation back to the missing link . To further
explain, the member must be able to prove his parents, grandparents, gr.
grandparents, etc. back to at least early 1800's. Pension papers, wills,
1850 US Census and more recent, marriage records, and discharge papers are examples of what our historian considers "good" documentation.
Any member who thinks that he (she) has a "missing link" which
should be included may write to me (Librarian) . However, Theodore
Parks #425 Historian makes the decision as to whether there is enough
information for an article.
Our first article features #842 Mrs. DeClerg's search for her Vermont Parks ancestor; father of her ancestor Silas Leonard Parks . (Silas is
also the ancestor of #1315 Karen Ingram) #197 Gerral T . Foster and
#279 Sandra Nuss are direct descendants of Peter Glick Parks, who is
believed to be a brother of Silas. (see Vol. 16 p.22 & Vol.25 pp.33, 47.
Page 47 has a Lineage Chart showing Silas and Peter as brothers)
Silas Leonard Parks (1801 VT-1876) /Elizabeth (Betsy) Brow
to Michigan by 1836 m .(2) Philena J. Currier Hill
Children : from marriage of Silas & Elizabeth
** William Parks (b.ca 1834) m . Sarah A. Mattison
** Peter Parks (Jim Fisher) (b.ca 1837)
** Leusinda (Lucinda) Parks m . Francis DuPaul (2) Findlay
** Elon Galusha Parks (b.1849) m . Ann Elizabeth Seymour
Anson Parks
Albert Parks
Frank Parks
Amanda Parks m . Decker
Mary Parks m . Albaugh
Emma Parks m. Flower
Heneritta Parks m . Thompson
** = well documented
Peter Glick Parks (1807 VT-1891) /Charlotte Lamb
Children:
Janette Parks b.8 Nov 1826 NY m . Kerns
Jerome J. Parks b.26 Sep.1829 NY
Jane E. Parks b.1 Aug.1831 NY
Lozette Loretta Parks b. 12 Jul .1833 NY m . Class
Lucinda R. Parks b.11 Jun .1835 NY m . Dow
Minerva Parks b. 12/24 Dec .1837
James Parks b.29 Apr.1839
** Oscar O. Parks b.8 Aug.1840 m . Hester Catherine Beard
** Morris J. Parks b.10 Mar.1842 m .Mary (Lizzie) Eliz.Hanaford
Aurilla Parks b. 23 Jul .1843 m. Wilcox
Nathan (Rev.) Parks b. 31 Mar. 1846
Peter Parks b. 5 Feb. 1853
** = documented by PS# 197 & PS#279
Mrs. DeClerg #842 would appreciate hearing from those who
believe they may be connected to this "Park/e/s Ancestry" .
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member remained in Hopewell - a
Rev . Isaac Eaton, who would
found Hopewell Academy, the first
Baptist school in America.
In 1715, Dr. Coxe and Thomas Revel both died and the Book
of Deeds passed to son Col . Daniel
Coxe . The political climate had
swung back to the Royalists and
Col . Coxe returned a wealthy and
powerful man to Trenton NJ.
When in 1720 there was a land
boom that increased profits he tried
to reclaim ownership of huge
tracts, including Hopewell . In
1731, Col. Coxe managed to have
Hunterdon's Supreme Court order
the High Sheriff Bennett Bard to
serve over a hundred of the
Hopewell residents with
Writs ordering them to pay
for their land a second time
or "Quit ." Those who
failed to repurchase their
own farms then received
"Writs of Ejectment" and
they became tenants or
trespassers on Coxe's land!
On April 22, 1731,
50 of the Hopewell settlers
signed a written agreement
and compact to stand by
each other to test the validity of Coxe's claim . They
hired an attorney, Mr.
Kinsey . Many of the remaining townspeople were
unaffected by this, having purchased their land originally from
Coxe. Others did not want to fight
Coxe. In August of 1732, the New
Jersey Supreme Court issued "Writs
of Trespass & Ejectment" against
each settler who had not repurchased . On this list were: Andrew
Parke, Joseph Parke, John Parks,
Roger Parke, Sr ., John Parke, Jr.,
Roger Parke, Jr ., Ralph Hunt,
Ralph Smith, Benjamin Merrell,
John Merrill, Andrew Mershon,
John Titus, Ephraim Titus, John
40

Hixon, Natanial Moore, Joseph
Stout, Robert Blackwell, Daniel
Gano, Francis Gano, John Reed,
Thomas Reed, Richard Smith,
John Hunt, John Houghton, and
Thomas Smith, among others.
A long and tedious trial ensued and the 50 Men's Compact
and West Jersey Society had the
verdict go against them. On appeal, Chancellor William Cosby
also upheld the decision against
them in 1734 . No higher appeal
was possible because Col . Coxe
himself was Justice of the New Jersey Supreme Court!!!
Many, including the Parke
family, refused to pay for the same

land twice and left the area in the
early stages, moving westward
where new lands were being
opened on the Virginia frontier.
The Parkes and others found their
way to what was then Frederick
County, VA - then Hampshire Co.
VA - now W VA . Others who stayed
were charged as tenants on their
own land and various resistance
efforts filled the court dockets for
years.
John Parke, along with
brother-in-law Thomas Smith,

were community leaders (aged 60
and 58 at the time) and were outraged at the injustice . Their anger
with the corrupt government culminated in revenge in July 1735
in the dead of night . Park and
Smith tarred and feathered the
people who had rented the homes
they owned - a John Collier and
Duncan O'Guillon . They then
burned their former homes and
barns, thereby reducing the profit
Coxe expected to gain . Tar and
feathers was more than mere personal revenge - it was a way of
showing utter contempt for Coxe's
dishonest officials - tar being almost impossible to remove so it became a public way to shame the
two who had sought to gain
from injustice.
Parke and Smith then escaped before dawn, across the
Delaware where their families
awaited them. The ten or more
of their friends who participated
in this with them went back to
their homes in Hopewell . Public sympathy was no doubt with
the rebels. A proclamation by
William Cosby was published
against them in the "American
Weekly Mercury" on Aug. 2128, 1735.
Two years after receiving
their eviction notices, some in
Hopewell who had not paid for
their land a second time nor paid
"rent" fled to avoid being thrown
into Debtor's Prison - among these
were : Thomas Palmer, Benjamin
Merrill, John Palmer, Joseph
Parke, and Ralph Parke Jr.
Between 1731 and 1760 half
of the families of Hopewell's "Fifty
Men's Compact" moved where
land was cheaper and where they
perceived government more trustworthy. Many of them started out
Continued on page 41
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From Jersey to Jersey- The Parke Migration
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along the upper Potomac River,
along Opequon Creek, and Back
Creek, Capacon Valley and Capon
Bridge, which would become
Frederick Co ., VA., and later Hampshire Co., W VA . Morgan Bryan
and Jost Hite were also there along
Opequon Creek . In fact, not only
did many of the Hopewell residents
come to this area together but included in this group were Duncan
O'Quillon and John Collier - the
tarred and feathered - who realized they, too, were not welcome
in Hopewell!
The largest group of these
New Jersey migrants were along
Back Creek in a small mountain
community where a peak was fortuitously named "Jersey Mountain". Also remaining in this area
are the place names - Parks Valley
and Parks Hollow. Unfortunately,
the high elevation and steep slopes
made farming difficult here and
after living there several years
many began looking elsewhere.
Also Indian raids and war threats
made it necessary to construct
frontier forts and conscript for the
militia . So, the Jersey folks decided
to move to an area that was peaceful, with fertile soil, moderate climate, less intrusive government
and secure land titles.
In 1745, North Carolina was
very well governed by a Gov.
Gabriel Johnston who was an
honest Scottish physician and professor who was diligently trying to
better the welfare of the colony.
Under his office, there was an increase in "population, wealth and
happiness." So in that year, a group
of the Back Creek families left in a
wagon train bound for the Yadkin
River of North Carolina along the
Great Wagon Road . The leaders of
this group were most likely
Jonathan Hunt and Thomas

Smith . They were very likely
guided by the famous
"Waggoner" and explorer, Morgan Bryan who guided other
groups to the area. In 1748, Bryan
brought his own family down from
Opequon to form Bryan's Settlement on the south bank of Deep
Creek near the "Shallow Ford" of
the Yadkin . This was then Bladen
County, but soon became Anson
County and after became Rowan
County. Today, this area is Yadkin
and Davie County, NC just across
the river from Davidson Co . and
the Jersey Settlement.
In 1745/6, Thomas Smith
received land on Swearing Creek
in Bladen Co . (now Davidson Co.
NC) . The deed is missing as are
many others from this time period.
On Sept . 29 1748, at age 71, Smith
petitioned the NC Assembly to form
Anson Co . because they had to
travel over 100 miles to the Bladen
Courthouse . The next day, the
30th, he was appointed Justice of
the Peace for Bladen Co . and only
landowners could be Justices of the
Peace by NC Colonial law.
On Nov 5 1748, there was a
survey on Swearing Creek made for
Robert Heaton adjoining Thomas
Smith with chain bearers John
Titus and Jonathan Hunt . These
are the first four landowners of the
Jersey Settlement. (John Titus was
married to Anna Smith, another
daughter of Andrew and Sarah
Stout Smith Jr.) There were most
likely other landowners from Back
Creek with them but, like Smith's
missing Bladen Co . deed, we have
no record of them.
When Rowan Co . was formed
in 1753, the names of Col . George
Smith and Capt . Jonathan Hunt
were on the bill . George was the
son of Andrew and Sarah Stout
Smith Jr. and the brother-in-law

of Jonathan Hunt.
John Parke I , who was married to Sarah Smith, remained in
Hampshire Co ., VA and had a
Fairfax land grant in 1753, surveyed by George Washington in
1750 . Both he and his son John
Parke II, married to Mary Davis
(either her maiden name or a name
from a subsequent marriage),
settled on this Fairfax land grant
and both remained in Hampshire
Co. where they died.
John Parke II's sons Moses,
Noah, Ebenezer, Timothy, Allen,
and George Parke however did
move to this NC "Jersey Settlement" . George was found in this
area by 1757 living on land south
of the Jersey Settlement along the
Yadkin River near Bald Mountain
with his wife Agnes Nichols and
family. George's son John Parke,
married to Elizabeth Owen
(daughter of James Owen), was
one of the 14 founders of the Jersey Baptist Church . John Parke
purchased land along Swearing
Creek in the Jersey Settlement very
near to the church - built on land
given by the Owen family for its
meeting house . A large number,
but by no means all, of the Jersey
settlers in NC were from Hopewell
Twp. NJ, but the Owens were part
of a group of people who also came
during this same time period, from
Halifax and Pittsylvania Co ., VA .
Although there is no known list of
the names of the early settlers,
records contain (among others)
familiar names among the earliest
landowners : Hunt, Cox,
Denham, Todd, Moore, Lewis,
Owen, Smith, Blair, Merrill,
Miller, Wiseman, Wilson, Parks,
Stout, and Drake.
History was soon to repeat itself for these "Jersey" settlers . In

Continued on page 42
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1755, residents of the area who
were being subjected by the Governor Tryon of NC to having their
lands "resurveyed" and in many
cases retaxed and reassessed payment. This resulted in an assault
on a surveyor and his assistants.
These surveys were a threat to the
titles they had obtained earlier, just
as it was back in New Jersey . Those
named as having assaulted "with
guns, swords, clubs and staves" the
NC surveyors were : Col. George
Smith, Capt. Jonathan Hunt,
John Hunt, John Smith, Benjamin Roudsopher, Josiah
Rounseville, Benjamin, John and
Samuel Drake, Zebulon Stout,
Josiah Barton, John McGivul,
David Harry and a VanCleve almost all very familiar names!
These seeds of discord, which later
manifested in the Regulator's War
and then the Revolutionary War
thus not only had their origins in
this NC soil but also back with the
Hopewell settlers in New Jersey.
And Benjamin Merrill a descendant of the Merrills of Hopewell,
NJ would play a major role. Merrill
would ultimately pay with his life
in a brutal and unjust retaliation
by the Governor Tryon and his
men.
What was this NC "Jersey"
area like . Davidson County's (then
part of Rowan Co .) Jersey area was
and is a pocket of fertile land of
agricultural excellence located
along the great bends of the Yadkin
River, which benefits the area because of its rich deposits of river
land but also it is at a disadvantage
because the river and the Uwharrie
Mountains to the south limit access to the Jersey area . However in
those early days, it lay along the
Trading Path which picked up on
the opposite side of the river into
Rowan Co . and to Salisbury - and
this was one of the busiest passages
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on the East Coast, making it almost
like a port . But despite this and
the numerous ferries of the following years, the area failed to become
a thriving commercial center.
Legend has it that the first
meeting of the Court of Pleas and
Quarter Sessions was held in the
home of George Smith, a resident
of the Jersey settlement and a member of the first court . They were
quite unhappy when Salisbury was
picked as the county seat of Rowan
(the settlement was then part of
Rowan Co . - now part of Davidson
Co.). Jersey settlers, in fact, petitioned the colonial assembly to "remove" the courthouse from
Salisbury in Feb. of 1755 to Jersey,
as the seat of Rowan Co . government where it had been located just
a year before - in fact the village
was then known as "Rowan
County Court" . There was much
debate over the issue but it remained unresolved and thus stayed
in Salisbury.
Also in 1755, missionary Rev.
Benjamin Miller, a Baptist minister from Hopewell NJ forged the
Jersey Baptists into a congregation.
Because there was no other church
or meeting house in the area it was
not only the Baptists but the Presbyterians who used the meeting
house and thus it appears that the
Jersey Church was at least in practice, if not in theory, a union
church and the early board of
trustees were from each denomination (Church of England,
Church of Scotland and Baptist).
This meeting house was built on a
tract of land along Swearing Creek
on a hilltop that overlooks the valley lands with a good spring nearby
- where it remains today. Rev. John
Gano, ordained in the church in
Hopewell NJ arrived in 1757 and
became the first minister of Jersey
Baptist Church, and it is he that put

it on a sound footing, eventually
solidly Baptist . He was one of the
most influential of the frontier
Baptist ministers . It is recorded that
George Washington was later
baptized by Rev. Gano near Valley
Forge, PA. Gano was also later to
take as his second wife widow
Martha Bryant, a daughter of Col.
Jonathan Hunt. Among the names
in the early church records are
many descendants of the Smiths,
and John Park, son of George
Park (Roger Sr., John I, John II)
and other names familiar to both
"Jersey" settlements . Today, Jersey
remains one of the largest and
strongest of the rural churches of
the area and while the original
church building no longer remains
the subsequent one is well maintained along with the cemetery
which contains many of the descendants of those early residents
of Hopewell, NJ.
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Silas Leonard Parks
continued from page 34
ton between Flint and Grand Blanc,
Michigan . It was here that he
passed away in 1876 and is buried in the Evergreen Cemetery,
along with a two-year-old son.
I have the original Discharge
paper from the Civil War for greatgrandfather William James Parks
(1834-1913) . He served as a Private of Captain S . S . Dowel, Company A, Tenth Regiment of Michigan Volunteers from Feb. 16, 1864
to July 19, 1865 . He was discharged at Louisville, KY. I also
have about 15 medals and ribbons
that Wm . J. received at G .A .R. meetings and reunions from 1894
through 1913 . There is a real dark
green ribbon with a red diamond.
It says "Alchin 1898 Berdans
Sharp Shooters" . (El.. G.A.R stands

for Grand Army of the Republic,
the organization formed by veterans of the Civil War. This was the
nation's first veteran's organization
andassisted disabled veteran., veterans' widows and their orphans

during a time that preceded the
Social Security System. Col.
Berdan's Sharpshooters, uniquely
suited for skirmishing durirzg the
Civil War, were outfitted m green
uniforms.)
1 also have a letter that was
written in Clinton, Iowa on Dec .11,
1925 to the Bureau of Pensions in
Washington DC by an Elizabeth
Parks Higgins, trying to find the
names of Silas's parents. I am informed Ms . Higgins was the
daughter of Silas's 8th child, Elon
Galusha Parks and wife Ann
Seymour . Both were born near
Owosso, Michigan . [This is the
ancestry of PS# 1315 Karen
Ingram]
This past year, I have also met
two of Peter Parks' (Jim Fisher **
as the Indians named him) greatgranddaughters. They are Indians
and live near Saginaw and the Mt.
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Pleasant Chippewa Indian reservation . It is interesting to know
that they, Bruce Haak and I have
the same great, great grandfather - Silas Leonard Parks, but
neither of us has yet discovered
his father's name?
It is said that while Silas and
his family were living near
Bennington, his brother Peter Glick
Parks and his wife (Charlotte
Lamb) came from Vermont, he
walking and she riding a horse . [ It
is more likely they migrated from
New York since Charlotte Lamb
was born in NY & their older children are listed as born in NY] . They
each had backpacks and also a
backpack tied on the horse . They
did not stay in Michigan but went
on to Marengo, McHenry Co, IL
and for the next 50 years raised
their family. Peter Glick Parks
passed away in Lamar, Missouri on
5 Nov 1891.
Peter Glick Parks son, Morris
(1842-1897) married Mary
(Lizzy) Elizabeth Hanaford on 13
Nov 1864, McHenry Co ., IL . Morris was a farmer and also a Free
Methodist Minister. He served in
the Civil War as a Private of Captain William H . Stewart Co. F, 95th
Regiment Illinois Infantry Volunteers from the 14 Aug 1862 to 9
Apr 1863 . Morris died in
Shawnee, OK on 29 April 1897.
Morris & Lizzy's son, Herbert
was born 21 Nov 1868 in
Woodstock, McHenry Co, IL . He
was the grandfather of PS#279
Mrs. Sandra Nuss who offers some
interesting family history. "My
grandfather was a wanderer". He
ran away from home in Woodstock
when he was 12 and lived with
Indians in Indian Territory. He
then became a cowboy and met his
wife in Platt Co, Missouri, on her
father's farm . He and Mary Nancy
Liggett were married in Kinsley, KS

on 13 Aug 1889 . They went to
Indian Territory for the Oklahoma
Land Rush getting land near Oklahoma City. But Herbert had itchy
feet and wanted to go further west.
This family of five started north
with their wagons where there was
land to be had in Oregon on the
Rouge River, but had to stop near
Denver, Colorado for the birth of a
son. They then traveled to Oregon
and up to the Puget Sound in
Washington to a town called Des
Moines . Herbert built a large house
in Des Moines where he had a sawmill and also rowed across to
Vashon Island to tend the Lighthouse . They lived in Washington
until 1922 when they moved to
California to find work. While they
were there, their home in Washington burned down . Herbert and
Nan and all their children stayed
in CA living in Richmond, Vacaville,
Crescent City and Vallejo . Herbert
died 7 Nov 1947 in Oakland, CA.
**Fisher-Fitcher-Fischera spelled different ways.
Research Notes:
Silas L. Parks discharge papers
from War of 1812
2 US Land Office Certificate for
Silas L . Parks (Clinton Co, MI)
William J . Parks discharge papers from Civil War
Death Certificates
History of Clinton Co . page 293
Shiawassee Gazette May 1973
Files in Chesaning Library
Research of Pearl Harris Haak
(descendant of Lucinda Parks DuPaul
Findlay)
Janet M . Snyder PS#366
Bruce and Muriel Haak
Karen Ingram PS#1315 (descendant of Elon Galusha Parks)
Linda Harris Atiemo-Obeng
Corabelle Parks DeClerg PS#842
(descendant of Silas L . Parks)
Mrs. Sandra Nuss PS#279 (descendant of Peter Glick Parks)
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The Barbour Collection of Connecticut Town Vital Records Continued ...
Dennis L . Lorensen, Robert (MA,1630) Lineage Leader
Please note the surname of members of the same family (even the same individual, in different entries) was
often spelled differently . So Park, Parke, & Parks could all be related . It's often easy to tell who belongs to whom
by the names of the parents, dates of birth and marriage, etc . Don't get hung up on the variations in spelling!
Canterbury
Park, Abiathar son of Ebenezer & Mary, b. 7 Oct 1791
Park, Albert son of Russell & Sophia, b . 4 Apr 1815
Park, Alethea dau of Elijah & Anna, b . 23 Nov 1780
Park, Amasa Rockwell son of Reuben & Sarah, b . 7 Apr 1780
Park, Anna dau of Simeon & Anna, 13 Oct 1760
Park, Asa son of Ezekial & Penelope, b . 25 Apr 1755
Park, Betsey B . of Canterbury married Alden H Walker,
of Southbridge, Mass ., 4 Sep 1836, by Rev . Tubal Wakefield
Park, Charles married Sarah A . Butts, 11 Feb 1842,
by Rev . Asa King, Westminster
Park, Curtis son of Simeon & Elizabeth, b. 4 Dec 1793
Park, Eleazar married Dorothy Hibbard, 7 Oct 1783
Park, Eleazer son of Eleazer & Mary, b . 4 Jun 1800
Parke, Ama dau of Simeon & Anna, b . 20 Jun 1770
Parke, Asa son of Eleazer & Dorothy, b . 14 May 1787
Parke, Charles Burnham son of Asa & Elizabeth, b . 8Feb 1815
Parke, Cynthia married Zacharia Waldo, 18 Nov 1806
Parke, Daniel d. 11 Dec 1763
Parke, Ebenezer son of Simeon & Anna, b . 29 Mar 1759
Parke, Ebenezer married Mary Park, 17 Apr 1783
Parke, Ebenezer son of Ebenezer & Mary, b . 25 Feb 1805
Park[e], Ebenezer Jr . of Canterbury, married Phebe Williams
of Ledyard, 14 Nov 1836, by Timothy Tuttle [Ledyard vital records, Vol
Parke, Eleanor dau of Jesse & Kezia, b . 15 Oct 1784
Parke, Eleanor married Ransford Button, 3 Nov 1805
Parks, Abijah son of Isaac & Lydia, b . 4 Apr 1748
Parks, Anna married Jesse Pellet, 17 Oct 1786
Parks, Daniel married Catharine Burns, 5 Aug 1776
Parks, Daniel H . of Canterbury, married Marina Allen,
of Smithfield, 21 Apr 1843, by Rev . W. Clarke
Parks, Ebenezer son of Thomas & Patience, b . 2 Mar 1750
Park, Elijah, son of Thomas & Patience, b . 18 Jun 1743/4
Park, Elijah, son of Simeon & Anna, b . 25 Apr 1756
Park, Elijah, married Anna Smith, 16 Mar 1780
Park, Elijah, married Hannah Parton (?), 14 Mar 1813
Park, Elipha, married Eleazer Smith, 16 Nov 1787
Park, Elizabeth, dau of Simeon & Anna, b . 30 Oct 1757
Park, Elizabeth, married Cornelius Waldo, 2 Mar 1763
Park, Elizabeth, dau of John & Eunice, b . 12 Aug 1785
Park, Elizabeth, dau of Simeon & Elizabeth, b . 12 Sep 1791
Park, Elizabeth, dau of Russell & Sophia, b . 18 Dec 1811
Park, Esther, dau of Daniel & Esther, b 22 Mar 1750 at Norwich
Park, Ezekial, married Penelope Cleveland, 7 Nov 1753
Park, Ezekial, son of Daniel & Esther, b . 16 Jan 1754 at Norwich;
bp . 19 May 1754
Park, Isaac, son of Daniel & Esther, b . 20 Mar 1752 at Norwich;
bp . 3 May 1752
Park, Jason, son of John, Jr . & Eunice, b . 9 Oct 1779
Park, Jemima, married Samuel Torrence, 30 Aug 1741
Park, Jesse, son of Ezekial & Penelope, b . 20 Apr 1769
Park, Jesse, married Kezia Adams, 1 Jan 1784
Park, John, married Eunice Frost, 12 Jul 1764
Park, John, son of John , Tr & Eunice , h 6 Sep 1775 d 8 Apr 1776
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Park, John d . 11 Feb 1793
Park, John, son of Josiah & Sarah, b . 25 Mar 1804
Park, Josiah, son of John & Eunice, b . 21 Sep 1772
Park, Josiah, married Sarah Safford, 9 Apr 1795
Park, Julia A . of Canterbury, married James H . Cleveland, of
Brooklyn, 20 May 1850, by Rev . Isaac H . Cole
Park, Lucius, son of Simeon & Elizabeth, b . 16 Jul 1795
Park, Lucy, dau of Reuben & Sarah, b . 8 May 1763
Park, Maria, wife of Reuben, Jr ., d . 4 Mar 1798
Park, Martha, dau of Simeon & Anna, b . 7 May 1776
Park, Mary, dau of Thomas & Patience, b . 22 Sep 1751
Park, Mary, married Ebenezer Park, 17 Apr 1783
Park, Mary, dau of Ebenezer & Mary, b . 6 May 1795
Park, Nathan, son of Ezekial & Penelope, b . 2 Jul 1763
Park, Nathan, son of John & Eunice, b . 5 Jun 1767 ; d . 17 Feb 1768
Park, Olive, dau of Thomas & Patience, b . 15 Sep 1747
Park, Orra, dau of John & Eunice, b . 21 Dec 1764
Park, Orra, dau of Josiah & Sarah, b . 10 May 1806
Park, Perez, twin with Prosper, sons of John, Jr ., & Eunice,
23 Aug 1783
Park, Peter, Jr ., married Susan Cross, 17 Feb 1814
Park, Phebe, dau of Simeon & Anna, b. 21 Aug 1763
Park, Phebe Ann, married Cyrel Fenner, 22 Sep 1844,
by Rev . Daniel D . Lyon, of Packersville
Park, Prosper, twin with Perez, sons of John, Jr . & Eunice,
b . 23 Aug 1783
Park, Rachel, dau of Reuben & Sarah, b . 2 Jun 1776
Park, Reuben, married Sarah Rockwell, of Preston, 10 Jun 1763
Park, Reuben, Jr ., married Maria Safford, 8 Dec 1796
Park, Reuel, son of Eleazer & Dorothy, b . 1 Jun 1792
Park, Russel, married Sophia Barstow, 21 Nov 1810
Park, Sarah, dau of John, Jr . & Eunice, b . 5 Apr 1777
Park, Sarah, married Elias Williams, b . of Canterbury,
5 Mar 1828, by Rev . Israel Rose, of Westminster
Parke, Joseph, son of Elijah & Anna, b . 20 May 1784
Parke, Elithel, dau of Simeon & Anna, b . 28 Nov 1766
Parke, Elizabeth, married Curtiss Barstow, 27 Aug 1809
Parke, Esther, married Amos Meach, 27 Apr 1762
Parke, Ezekial, married Tabathy Darkis Ellsworth, 31 Aug 1777
Parke, Harriet, dau of Josiah & Sarah, b . 16 Sep 1799
Parke, Harriet, dau of Elijah & Hannah, b . 2 Aug 1816
Parke, Henry William, son of Ebenzer & Phebe, b . 24 Mar 1839
Parke, John, son of Reuben, Jr . & Maria, b . 11 Feb 1798
Parke, Keziah, wife of Jesse, d . 27 Aug 1825
Parke, Lucy, married Stephen Butts, 23 Jan 1806
Parke, Nabby, dau of Reuben & Zerviah, b . 9 Apr 1801
Parke, Norman, son of Elijah & Hannah, b . 27 Aug 1814
Parke, Phinehas, son of John & Eunice, b . 18 Mar 1770;
d . 26 Aug 1775
Parke, Rachel, married Nathaniel Clark, Jr ., 15 Mar 1797
Parke, Rosalinda Amanda, dau of Asa & Elizabeth, b . 23 Jun 1816
Parke, Sarah, dau of Daniel & Catherine, b . 30 Apr 1777
Parke, Sarah, dau of John & Sarah, d. 22 Jan 1767
Parks, Eleazer Edmond, son of Asa & Elizabeth, b . 30 Apr 1813
Parks, Elijah, son of Ebenezer & Mary, b . 15 May 1788
Parks, Isaac, son of Ezekial & Dorcas, b . 25 Aug 1778
Parks, James, son of Daniel & Catharine, 3 Nov 1778
Parks, Norman, of Griswold, married Jemima Frances,
of Canterbury, 10 Nov 1839, by Rev . Charles J. Warren
Parks, Patience, married Joseph Bacon, 2 Nov 1752
Parks, Peter, son of Eleazer & Dorothy, b . 13 Oct 1784
Parks Sarah married Tnhn Post, 17 Der 1723
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Historian's Corner
Tad Parks, E-mail 70741 .2122@compuserve .com
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know this is a debatable point, still
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But in the end, I would rather
always been fond of saying, "Rehave
computers, the negatives notsearch, is just that : RE-SEARCHING
withstanding, than return to the
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there are manuals, at least know
what they cover and gain some
basic familiarity. Software companies publish manuals to help you
make the most of your hardware
and software . If the software does
not come with a manual (boo!) see
if there is some third party book
available. The " .For Dummies" series is a good starting point . These
volumes are available on many
items of software (and hardware),
are very well written, and have
helped many individuals. Learn the
appropriate terminology for computers . It's far more respectable to
refer to the mouse cursor, than to
talk about that "pointy thing ."
By the way, if you do not already have your computer and its
peripherals plugged into a surge
protection device, do so now. Electrical power at the outlet is not always the healthiest for delicate electronic equipment . Protect your investment by using a surge protector. Run your home phone line
through one also. Electrical spikes
have been known to come in via the
phone lines and modems don't
handle these well.
Secondly, if you are going to
invest a good deal of time and other
resources in using a particular program, e.g. Family Tree Maker, get
to know it well . Explore all the
menus and options . Know thy
manual . You may find that it has
more to offer than you assumed and
may save you grief in the end.
Thirdly, it is beneficial to have
others you can talk to concerning
computers and their quibbles.
Don't go it alone . Even if you are
an avid user, there is always something new that others may have first
seen/heard/experienced . So, find
yourself a local PC resource and
treat them very nice . Use their assistance judiciously. If you do have
problems, try first to analyze what
is happening and do a little digging
in your manuals or the on-line help

screens. What did I do differently
this time, or what has changed
from previous times? New hardware? New software? Despite all
the promises, sometimes different
software programs are not compatible . If you reach the point of calling Technical [non]Support, be
prepared for a possible disappointment. The wait can be long and
they may not be able to help you
either. One piece of advice to carve
in stone - if they tell you to reformat your hard drive and reinstall
everything, say 'Thank you' and
hang up. It is rare that PC problems are that severe, and if they are,
you need to be talking with your
local resource person . Taking that
action, especially if your valuable
work is not backed up, will result
in losing all your material previously saved on the hard drive . Reformatting a machine is VERY SERIOUS and could result in months
and years of lost material. Don't
do it without getting a second opinion .
Finally, everyone knows they
should be doing this, but most users do not backup their work, regularly and faithfully. This cannot be
overemphasized . Backup your
work and keep those backup floppies in a safe place, other than in
your computer . Use floppy diskettes or some other removable
media . With the help of your local resource person, you need to
determine what datasets have been
user created (e.g. your Family Tree
Maker files or your word processor documents) and make sure
these are backed up. You can always reinstall your application
programs or the operating system
(Windows, etc.) . But, unless you
have your datasets backed up, you
would have to start all over.
Here, at the Parke Society Milwaukee office, I backup, daily, the
Society databases and also my Email file cabinet . Back ups are car-

ried in my brief case and coincidentally copied onto my office computer, again, daily. I learned the
hard way once with my E-mail.
Fortunately, I only lost about 16
days worth . However, that loss was
lesson enough.
So, get to know your machine
and software, get a local resource
person and backup your data.
Then you can have some piece of
mind. No matter what happens.
GOOD BOOKS AND NOT
SO GOOD BOOKS: There are so
many genealogical books out there,
particularly compiled family histories to work from. They are not all
created equal . In general, compiled
works should be treated, at best, as
secondary sources. At worst, as
perhaps hearsay. Marks of good
works are extensive footnoting and
reference citations . Alice Crandall
Park's (PS#466) "Park/e/s and
Bunch on the Trail West" comes to
mind as an excellent work.
Unfortunately, good sourcing
has not always been a standard genealogy practice. At the turn of the
20th century there were many
family histories published with
nary a source note . Some of those
works are fairly good and have
withstood the test of time, e.g.
Frank Sylvester Parks' works on
Robert Parke and Richard Parke.
The problem is how to tell the
difference . Especially for beginners
in genealogy. All books seem the
same to them . That is until they
themselves start to trip over the
problems. And by that time, it is a
lot harder to undo already completed work.
In terms of the Robert and Richard lines, The Society has always
started from the work of Frank
Sylvester Parks. While nearly 100
years old, and lacking source references, it has held up reasonably
well over the years. Of course,
there are mistakes in his work . No
Continued on page 48
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published work is without them.
But on the whole it has been fairly
solid work.
Another series of books on the
Robert/Richard lines often found
in Libraries are the three volumes
of Ruby Parke Anderson, called
"The Parke Scrapbook" . I wish I
could endorse these volumes, but
I really can't. In many ways these
were a republication of Frank
Sylvester Parks data
with some new materials added . The first major problem relates to some
unwarranted assumptions that she
made. For example in Volume II
(page 23), Mrs. Anderson assumes
that Richard (MA, 1635) aboard
the Defense, was a son of Robert
(MA, 1630) of the Winthrop Fleet.
Granted, she states in capital letters "MAY HAVE BEEN" but then

she goes on to say: "We shall presume Richard to be a son of Robert
Parke and carry out the descendants as

such until proof is found that this
is incorrect." Unfortunately this is
the wrong way of going . about genealogy. There is no proof, and
indeed much circumstantial proof

to the contrary.
Secondly, there is a major
problem with the editing, especially in Volume III . In some
cases a single individual will end
up having three different numbers assigned to them . And they
may appear all over the book.
Things are not in order . Its
enough to drive you crazy. The
Society's copies of these works
are heavily annotated, but still
hard to deal with cross references.
My advice, when dealing
with Anderson's "Scrapbook", is
use caution in citing this work
and always go another step to
be sure that what is written is, indeed, correct.
PAX, Tad

QUERIES:
Seeking information on the wife of John PARK b . c1710/
15 NJ or possibly Co . Essex, England; d. c1783, Berkeley Co ., VA. He m. Mary b . Sweden ; she m . 2nd John
Davis . What was her maiden name? Any ideas on her
family? Happy to share what I have and pay copy and
mail costs . Cathy Ramsey Quinn, PS#1243, PO Box
186, Conway, AR 72033 ; 501-329-2044
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Seeking information on the wife of Andrew SMITH (Greatgrandfather of John PARK above) b . 17 Jul 1619, Yorkshire, England . Any ideas of who she was? Anything about
her family? Happy to share what I have and pay copy and
mail costs . Cathy Ramsey Quinn, PS#1243, PO Box 186,
Conway, AR 72033; 501-329-2044
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