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The Parke Society's DNA Surname Project
By Ken Parks PS#1406

Please allow me to introduce myself . My name is
Ken Parks, and I have been a member of the Parke Society since 2002 . My Parks research began in 1999, and hit
a brick wall with my 3rd great grandfather, Henry Parks (b.
ca 1800). Unable to connect him to any of the Parks lines
in the area of East Tennessee where he lived, I began a
DNA testing project in 2001 with other Parks descendants
from that area . Results were inconclusive, primarily due to
too few participants to gather any meaningful information
from the DNA test results.

dressing you now on the subject!
For those of you interested in the history of the Parke
Society's DNA project up to this point, I would refer you
to the wonderful two part article "Y Chromosomes and the
Lineage of Roger Parke (NJ 1682)" written by Lee R.
Christensen #957 (Vol.40 Nos. 1, 2), available on the Parke
Society's website . Mr. Christensen was the originator of
the project, and explains the results quite clearly, in addition
to giving a good primer on the basics of DNA testing for
genealogy.

My DNA testing project then remained idle until a
recent contact with another East Tennessee Parks descendant who was interested in testing. This jump-started the
whole process again, and I contacted the Parke Society
about having our test results included in the surname project
they had already established. Upon contacting the Society,
I learned that they were currently looking for someone to
administer their project . I volunteered, so here I am, ad-

To briefly restate the basics of Y-DNA testing for
genealogical purposes, let us begin with the fact that each
individual inherits 23 pairs of chromosomes from his parents. The first 22 pairs of chromosomes "recombine" their
genetic material, thus creating a mix that makes your DNA
profile unique to you as an individual . The 23rd pair of chromosomes are what determine your sex . From your mother

In This Issue:
The Parke Society's DNA Surname Project

1

New Parke Society Newsletter Editor Sought
Welcome, New Members!
From Your Editor
Lineage Leaders Retire
Hearty Congratulations
Correction
Query
In Memoriam : Mrs. Helen Park PS#196
Library Report
Update Your FGS for the 2005 Convocation
Check Your Information Carefully!
Mourning the Demise - or Not - of Everton's

1
2
2

2005 Convocation Planned for Salt Lake City, UT

3
4
4
4
5
7
13
13
14
16

continued on page 5

New Parke Society
Newsletter
Editor Sought
The Parke Society is seeking a new
editor to publish its Newsletter . The
position is contractual with the editor
receiving compensation for each issue
published . The job description is
posted on the public and non-public
pages of the Society's web page at:
http://www.parke.org/editor.htm

Welcome New Members!
1437 Robert Edward Adams
Olive Branch, MS

1441 Wendy Ann Mathis Lex
Laguna Hills, CA

1445 Martha Jane Parks Joyce
Steubenville, OH

1438 Stacy Rene Baker Parks
Sauk Rapids, MN

1442 Caryl Stuart Stratton
Woodbury, CT

1446 Ralph Edward Sullivan
Greensboro, GA

1439 Carol Lombardino
Houston, TX

1443 Raymond Grant Parks III
El Dorado Hills, CA

1447 Robert James Parks
Frankfort, KY

1440 Betty C . Park
Oklahoma City, OK

1444 Daniel Wallace Parks
Winslow, ME

1448 Kelly Allen Parks
Everett, WA

From Your Editor
Volume 41 will be my final issue as editor of the Newsletter. Please see the announcement of the search for a
new editor on page 1 of this issue, and the job description
on the Society website.

to be leaving . Also I know only too well that finding a replacement for me will be difficult . However, at this point, it
seems to me that no editor is scarcely worse than a
nonfunctioning editor.

The pressures of my job are not decreasing and I do
not expect any change until I retire, which unfortunately
will not be for several years . While I am grateful to be
employed, I do not have the luxury of time to perform the
duties of the editor. Nevertheless, part of me feels sorry

I want to extend to all of you my very warm thanks for
your cooperation and support, and especially your patience
with me . I offer my best wishes to the Society's officers an(
trustees for success in their search for a replacement editor.
PDP
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Lineage Leaders Retire
Cecilia #535 and David #13 Parke have long worked
on the two largest member groups in the Society. A quarter
of a century ago, Roger Parke (NJ 1682) was an immigrant
unknown to the Society, although many Society members
were his descendants in what were then fragment lines, with
no immigrant ancestor identified . Several of these lines led
back to a John of Virginia but with no known tie to Roger.
Then in 1979 Dorothy Becker tentatively documented the
connection for the first time in her book The Parke Family.
Several other books later appeared . Some of the facts
changed as more information was collected and shared, but
the broad outline remained.
In 1982, Cecilia Parke, then Kasberg, joined the Society and shared widely her personal lineage from Joseph
Parke and his son Micajah in New Jersey . Percival Park
#140 was another who was able to show his line, from
Noah in Rowan Co ., N .C., but was not yet connected to
New Jersey. Then the Society's newsletter began receiving
articles and spread the findings as they were developed (e .g.,
David L . Parke, "Another John Park of VA is Identified,"
Newsltr.,1992 Vol . 29 No . 1 p. 1 ; Percival D . Park, "Eastern Rowan Co . N.C. Park Origins," 1992 Vol . 29 No . 3,
p. 33; Cecilia B . Kasberg, "Update on Roger (NJ 1682),"
1993 Vol . 30 No. 1, p . 13; David L . Parke, "Roger (NJ
1682) gives many an immigrant Ancestor," 1993 Vol . 30
No. 3, p. 33).
Cecilia and Percy were designated lineage leaders (1992
Vol. 29 No . 2, p. 17). By 1995 the lead Newsletter article
announced, "Roger (NJ 1682) Lineage is not in Stone . . .
Yet!" (1995 Vol . 32 No . 1, p . 1) . The membership in that
line is now approaching 200.
When the Society was started in 1963 the founder
wanted to have as members only descendants of Robert
(MA 1630) but the Trustees felt that ALL Park/e/s immigrants from the British Isles should be researched and made
known.
David Parke #13 as the Newsletter editor had much
contact with Cecilia and encouraged her articles . Her husband Theodore R . Kasberg died in 1992 (1993 Vol . 30
No. 1, p . 2) and David's wife Julia B . "Jill" Bowers Parke
PS #14 in 1997 (1997 Vol. 34 No. 1, p . 7) . Cecilia had
been born Miss Parke and was asked by David to become
Mrs. Parke in 1998! He had recently issued the pamphlet
Roger Parke 1648-1737 Immigrant from England in 1682
to West Jersey that showed the first four generations of this
2005 VOL. 41, NO. 1

family in the New World and much that had been found of
his British ancestry. So it seemed appropriate to David that
they should take their honeymoon in England and Scotland!
This they did and over the next two years Cecilia prepared
and published a 400-page genealogy, Descendants of Roger
Parke, Immigrant, 1648-1739 (2000) (ref . 2000 Vol. 37
No . 2, p. 20).
David was Newsletter editor until the fall of 1997 and at
the same time served as lineage leader for the largest group
of descendants of Robert (MA 1630) that he could handle,
from Robert's grandson Nathaniel. Society members from
that line number over 200 . David has also published a pamphlet on Robert and his ancestry, Robert Parke 1580-1665,
Immigrant from England in 1630 with the Winthrop Fleet.
Now it is appropriate to announce who is taking
over the care of these two important lineages . For the line
of Robert's grandson Nathaniel, the new lineage leader is
Mrs. Cynthia G Hupper PS#182, of San Diego, CA . (Ref.
Newsletter, 2001 Vol . 38 No. 3, p . 35.) She is a twelfth
generation descendant of Robert' (MA 1630) through Thomas', Nathaniel 3, Ezekial4, Zebulon, Moses6, Betsy Parke
Roberts7, Elisha Roberts', Elihu F. Roberts', Doris H. RobKenrick1 erts10, and Norma R.
For the Roger line, the new leader is Mrs . Susan J . Gall
PS#1331, of Winston Salem, N .C ., a thirteenth-generation
descendant of Roger Parke (NJ 1682) . Her lineage is:
Roger', John 2,3 , George4, John5,6a,-CPr
',
8,
, Charles E .10, Versia Levada Craver
Bagby11, and Betty Jane Bagby Baide 12. (Double superscripts, such as "2,3", mean that the lineage includes two
successive generations with the same name .)
Cecilia is descended from Roger' Parke (NJ 1682)
Micajh7, through Roger, Jr.', Joseph3,4, Micajah5 , Joseph',
Joseph Thomas8, and William McKinley' . Extensive infor- ,
mation about her family is set forth in her book mentioned
above . The Society's Library has a copy.
David is descended from Robert' Parke (MA 1630)
Smith through Thomas2, Nathaniel3, Joseph4'', John6 , Ezra
Hervey Coke', and Hervey [Willard] Coke [Jr.]9. Information about David's family is set forth in the Newsletter,
2002 Vol. 39 No . 2, page 26, "Family of Rev. Hervey Coke
(Willard) Parke, Jr . (1873-1951)," and also "Learning About
My Father," by David, at 2002 Vol . 39 No . 1, page 8 and
No. 2, page 24 .
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Hearty Congratulations!
Long-time Society member Mrs. Alice Crandall Park
#466, of Washington, D .C ., observed her ONE HUNDRED AND THIRD birthday on October 4, 2004 . Our
sincere congratulations and best wishes on this occasion!
We have read that more and more people are living into
their tenth and eleventh decades, but it is still a noteworthy
achievement.
As reported in the Newsletter, 2002 Vol . 39 No. 2, page
20, Alice Mary Crandall was born on October 4, 2001, at
Loda, Illinois, a daughter of Frederick Adam and Sarah
Elizabeth Clemens Crandall . Miss Crandall married Lee
Isaac Park #121 (1895-1979) on August 29, 1925 . A
senior partner in the Washington, D .C., law firm of Hamel,
Park, McCabe & Saunders, Mr . Park worked as a tax
attorney. (Newsletter, 1978 Vol . 15 No. 3, p . 40 ; 1979
Vol. 16 No. 1, p . 2 .) The Parks had two children, Lee
Crandall Park, M .D. #834, of Lutherville, MD, and Nancy
Alice (Mrs. John W., III) Kern of Westgate, MD, and several grandchildren.
Mrs . Park has earned the gratitude of a number of Park/
e/s researchers by publishing, in cooperation with Avis Park
Voss, Park/e/s and Bunch on the Trail West, with Allied
Families : Benton, Duvall, Foster, Greenwall, Jones,
Loveless and Tally (1975) (432 pp ., indexed, with charts,

Gateway Press, Inc ., Baltimore, MD) (Newsletter, 1978
Vol. 15 No . 2, p . 22). In the Park line, this work begins
with Lee I . Park's ancestor Nathan Park, who was born in
1717 in Hunterdon Co ., N.J., married Mary -?-, and died
on February 2, 1785, in Rowan Co ., N.C. Nathan and

Mary had several children, including particularly Charles
Park, who was born in Hunterdon Co ., N.J., in 1747
moved to Rowan Co ., N.C., married Catherine E . Pew,
and died in Madison Co ., KY, in October of 1820 . Nathan
followed his son to Rowan County, where he died as mentioned . From Charles, the lineage is from Charles, Jr.,
through James Quick Park and Guilford Benton Park, to
Thomas Benton Park who married Martha Jane Bunch.
Thomas and Martha were the parents of Lee I . Park.
What were the origins of Nathan Park? It is difficult to
be sure, but Mrs . Cecilia B . Parke #535 has suggested
that he was a descendant of the immigrant Roger Parke,
Sr. (NJ 1682), "Doctor Parke," born in England in 1648,
who married Ann Patison, came in 1682 to the part of New
Jersey then known as West Jersey, and eventually settled
in the vicinity of Hopewell, N .J . He and Ann had several
children, among them Roger, Jr., born in 1684, who might
have been Nathan's father. (Cecilia Parke, Descendants
of Roger Parke, Immigrant, 1648-1739 (2000), pp . 13,
17, 19-20, 21, 30-31, 64 .) Whatever the exact relationship between Roger Parke, immigrant, and Nathan Parke,
public records show that while still in New Jersey, Nathan
Roger lived in the same locality as known descendants of
and had contact with them . Later, in North Carolina, Nathan
and his son Charles lived next to several other Parks in the
part of old Rowan that is now Davidson County . Some of
those Parks are known to have had New Jersey connections . Certainly it is much easier to conclude that Nathan
was related to the immigrant Roger, than otherwise.

Correction
Thanks to Robert L. Parke PS#755 of St . Cloud, FL,
for providing the following correction to the Newsletter,
2003 Vol . 40 No. 3, at page 43 . This pertains to the
article "Patriots : Park/e/s Who Served in the Revolution,"
by Dennis L . Lorensen PS#1185, and it concerns the
parents of Gideon Park (1734-1794) . Paragraph 4, John
Park, should read:
"John Park marr second, Abigail Lawrence . John was
born on December 20, 1696, in Watertown, MA . He
married Abigail on July 14, 1720 (not 1794), at
Framingham, MA. Abigail was born on July 13, 1701,
at Newton, Middlesex, MA. Sources : Colonial Families IV, page 36 ; Early Mass . Marriages Prior to 1800."
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Query
Seeking information concerning WILSON PARK (b.
NC) and son BAPTIST PARK (b. 1800, GA) . Baptist married 27 Feb . 1821, Frances (Fanny) CHANDLER in Jackson Co., GA . They had at least one
child, Frances Virginia PARK (b. 1826, Jackson Co.,
GA), who married Doctor Singleton Kerbo about 1852
in GA. Any information about this PARK family would
be greatly appreciated . Kay Kerbow Gregory,
PS#1426, #3 Hillside CT, Austin, TX 78746.

In Memoriam:
Mrs. Helen B . Park PS#196L
We are sorry to report the death of Mrs . Helen
May Backer Park PS#196L, who passed away on Tuesday, October 19, 2004, at the Tioga Nursing Home in
Waverly, N .Y. She was 100 years old.
Mrs . Park was born on March 12, 1904, in Waverly, a
daughter of Harry and Sarah Savey Backer . She graduated from Waverly High School in 1922 and studied at
Geneseo State College, where she earned a degree in library science . Mrs. Park married Clifford J. Park PS#131
on June 26, 1926, at Waverly, NY. She worked as a teacher
and librarian in many rural schools in the Waverly area . Her
funeral service was held at the United Methodist Church in
Nichols, N.Y., and she was interred in the Nichols Cemetery.
The Parks joined the Society in 1981 . Clifford J . Park
PS#131 was born on June 19, 1906, at Newark, NJ, son
of Burton William Park and Etta Leonora Wolcott Park.
He was a tenth-generation descendant of Robert' Parke
(MA 1630) through Thomas 2 Parke (Rev. War) of Bradford
County, Pa., Thomas 3, Thomas4, Josiah5 , Thomas6 , Thomas', Avery G8 , and Burton William9. Mr. Park died on
April 19, 1981, at Zephyr Hills, FL.
The Parks had one son, Gaylord Park of Zephyr Hills,
FL who survives them ; also grandchildren Jaime and Jon
Park, and Pamela and Bob Jordan ; and a great-granddaughter, Brieanna Park, and Brieanna's mother Mary Pillsbury,
all of Florida.
Thanks to our Librarian, Mrs . Jean Churchill PS#934H
for reporting this information from the Sayre Evening Tunes,
Sayre, PA, for October 22, 2004 ..
The Parke Society's DNA Surname Project -- Continued from front cover

you inherit an X chromosome, and from your father, either
an X or a Y chromosome. If the pairing from your parents is
XX, you will be female, if it is XY, you will be male . Since
only the male is capable of contributing or passing on the Y
chromosome, it will always be passed down from father to
son, generation after generation . While the genetic material
of the other 22 chromosomes is "recombined", the genetic
material of the X and Y chromosomes remains intact, with
only periodic mutations . Thus, we are able to trace the male
lineage by looking at specific "markers" on the Ychromo2005 VOL . 41, NO. 1

some to identify a "signature" of that male lineage . We can
perhaps go into more detail in later articles, but for now, let
us leave the science behind to address some issues relating
more directly to genealogy.
DNA Testing and Privacy
I would like to address the questions of what kind
of information is gleaned from a Y-DNA test and what steps
are taken to provide a measure of privacy for the individual
providing a DNA sample.
When a DNA test is done by a law enforcement
agency, the objective is to have a DNA test result that is
unique to an individual . This is achieved by testing the "recombined" genetic material, mentioned earlier, found on the
first 22 pairs of chromosomes.
The objective of DNA testing for genealogy is to
test locations that are not unique to an individual . In the
case of the Y-DNA test, several locations on the Y chromosome are tested that remain virtually unchanged from father
to son . If several males were tested who had a common
male ancestor, their Y chromosome Genetic Genealogy test
results would match or be a close match . Therefore, this
type of test does not identify an individual, rather a lineage.
I would like to emphasize this point : there is nothing in the
test results of an individual's Y-DNA test results that would
identify him as a unique individual.
The objectives of DNA testing for law enforcement
and DNA testing for genealogy are at opposite ends of the
spectrum . The objective of Genetic Genealogy is to find all
those who match, and therefore had a common ancestor.
The objective of DNA testing for law enforcement is to identify a unique individual.
As for the privacy of the test results themselves, the
testing firm we are using, Family Tree DNA (FTDNA), has
a strict policy for protecting test results . The actual DNA
samples are sent to a lab identified only by a number, not a
name. The lab has no information about the sample other
than this number. FTDNA releases the test results only to
the individual and, if they have signed a release, to the surname project administrator.
The Executive Board of the Parke Society is still
finalizing its policy on the issue of sharing the test results of
Continued on page 6
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The Parke Society's DNA Surname Project -- Continued from page 5

the Park/e/s surname project, but it is safe to say that they
will continue FTDNA's practice of protecting the names of
individuals who participate in the project . We may provide
a forum for those individuals who wish to provide their name
and contact information, either publicly on a website, or
privately through the Park/e/s group administrator as a third
party go-between. Of course, anyone who tests with
FTDNA, by signing the release form, will be contacted by
F FTDNA whenever another individual's test results result in
a match with their own.

What the 25 marker test can tell us (and the 37
marker test to a finer degree) is the Time to the Most Recent Common Ancestor (TMRCA) of two individuals whose
test results indicate they are related . When we say "time",
we are really speaking of a range of generations and probabilities of accuracy. The test is not able to say, in and of
itself, that you and cousin "X" are related say, precisely 10
generations ago, or at some point say, exactly 173 years in
the past . What it can provide is a range of number of generations in which to look for a common ancestor using traditional genealogical research methods.

Y-DNA testing—Expectations & Limitations
With the prospect of future articles dealing with this
in greater detail, let us discuss in a general way what sort of
information can be gained from a Y-DNA test for genealogical purposes, as well as the limitations of what the tests
can tell us.

DNA testing is not meant to be a substitute for
genealogical research . DNA testing, combined with your
research, is an effective tool to resolve unanswered
questions, determine relatedness, identify research
problems, and to prove or disprove theories or research.
Summation

One obvious answer gleaned from a Y-DNA test is
what we learn from a nonmatch of test results—that individuals who do not match are not related . When ternity"
rate per generation, so anyone using DNA testing should
be aware of the possibility of unexpected nonmatches, especially when dealing with research going back many generations .
When test results do indicate a match, we then have
to look at the number of "markers" or locations on the Y
chromosome that were tested and compared. The greater
the number of markers tested, the smaller the range of generations within which the common ancestor is likely to be
found . Currently, FTDNA offers 12 marker, 25 marker,
and 37 marker tests . The 25 marker test was introduced
about 2-3 years ago, and the 37 marker test has become
available more recently.
For purposes of any meaningful genealogical information, the 12 marker test is of almost no use other that to
indicate with certainty that individuals who do not match
are not related. If a 12/12 match occurs, the range of generations for finding the common ancestor is too wide to be
of use in genealogical research.
The 25 marker test can narrow the time span somewhat, but it is my opinion that since the 37 marker test is
now available, the narrower time range it affords makes it
the most logical choice for anyone hoping to gain the most
information from the Y-DNA test.
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In closing, I would like to make a few points about
the Park/e/s Surname Project:
1) All variants of the name (Park, Parke, Parks.
Parkes) are included in the project.
2) Though administered by and associated with the
Parke Society, participation in the project is open
to members and non-members alike . We would
encourage non-members to join the Parke Society,
but all test results that are to be made available will
be available to all.
3) Members of the Parke Society will, of course, be
able to avail themselves of the Society's genealogical resources and expertise in the interpretation of
their test results.
I hope this article will help introduce our Park/e/s
Y-DNA Surname Project to the membership . As stated
earlier, more detailed articles pertaining to various aspects
of the project will follow if requested . I look forward to an
increased participation from Society members as well as
other Park/e/s researchers, as the greater the number of
test results in our database, the more information we may
gain about the various Park/e/s lineages in question.

Continued on page 16
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Dana Parks Jr. Memorial Circulating Library
Jean Churchill #934, Librarian email : sdtjs2001@yahoo.com
Correction: In Issue 3, 2003, I mistakenly attributed the
authorship of Descendants of Samuel Hunt (1660-1719),
Hopewell, New Jersey & Related Lines : Axford,
Kinney, Parks, Bowlby, Parke, Titus, Hixson, and
Others to Susan Gall, PS#1331 . The author of this manuscript is Elaine Thompson PS# 1377. I apologize to Elaine
for this error on my part . This manuscript is presently with
our Historian, Fr. Michael (Tad) Parks #425..
Upcoming book: I am pleased to announce that PS #1305
William D . Park (The Mystical Gravehunter) plans to have
his book of Park family history ready for publication by the
birthday of his father, William H . Park, II #1299, in February of 2006 . The marking of the occasion will culminate
with a celebration to be held on 12 May 2006, the 259 th
birthday of Ebenezer Park, Sr. This book will cover the
history of the ancestors and descendants of Ebenezer Park,
Sr. (1747-1839) and his wife Tabitha Mills (1752-1826).
Ebenezer's father was John Parke II, grandson to Dr. Roger
Parke, Sr., of Hopewell, New Jersey . Dr. Roger Parke,
the immigrant, came from Lancashire County, England to
Hopewell, New Jersey in 1682 . His descendant Ebenezer
traveled to Madison Co, KY and Daniel Boone's Station
Camp by way of Capon Bridge, WV, and Salisbury, NC.
(Lineage Key = K)
Update : Missing Link : Johnny B . Parks (LK=ZY).
Swann Parks PS#403 has learned that the records of the
Circular Congregational Church in Charleston, SC were
lost when it was burned during the Civil War . Swann believes that this is where his ancestor John Parks was married to Elizabeth Carson . (References : Newsletter 2002
Vol. 39 No. 1, pp . 11-12, 14, and 2003 Vol . 40 No . 3, p.
41 .)
Missing Link:
Churchill, J . #934 compiled Sep. 2003, Missing Links (lineage key=BU)
"Samuel & Mary Parks - Possible Ancestor of James
Please be aware that the first 3 genW. Parks"
erations of this lineage lack documentation. We hope
that our readers will be able to help Mrs. Wanda
Alexander PS# 748, of Appleton, MO, either prove or
disprove this `leap of faith'!

Mrs. Alexander states, "Here in Missouri we have
found a record in a local library book that may link us to
the ancestors of James, BUT we have no proof ." This
Samuel' Parks was born about 1730 and married Mary ?- . Their son, James2 Parks was born about 1752 and
named his son Thomas 3 Parks, born about 1775 . Thomas3 had two sons : John4and James W.4 Parks.
Wanda believes that the Will of John Parks in Giles
Co ., Tennessee, is that of John4. One of his sons was
Calvin' Parks, born 20 June 1826 in Warren Co., TN,
and died 24 July 1865, in St . Clair, Missouri . Calvin
married (1) Margaret Bradley about 1847 . She died
about 1854 in St . Clair, MO . He then married (2) Mary
Martha McBride, daughter ofJohn McBride and Sarah Allison.
Calvin Parks' and his first wife Margaret Bradley had four children:
1. Zella Octava6 Parks (1848 TN-1901 MO) m . 1863,
Pendleton `Pink' Motley.
2. Phila Elemina Parks (1849 Grundy CO, TN-1916
St .Clair, MO) m . 1870, Thomas Nathaniel Casey.
3. Sarah Ann Parks (1850 TN-1915 St . Clair, MO) m.
Merritt Larkin.
4. William M . Parks (1854-1854) buried Parks Cem., St.
Clair, MO.
Calvin Parks' and his second wife Mary
McBride had 4 children:
5. Ruffus Linsfield6 Parks (1855 St .Clair,MO-1934) m.
Arminta Underwood.
6. Loretta Jane Parks (1856-1938) m . Thomas Burnett.
Both buried at Yakima, WA.
7. Phillip L. Parks ( 1860-bef.1940 WA) m . 0llie Perkins
(1863-aft .1940 WA).
8. Jefferson Davis Parks (1862 St.Clair, MO-1934) m.
Frances Lewellen.
John4 Parks is also believed to have had a son
named John Lee Parks' born 1828 in Tennessee, and
died 1878, St . Clair Co, MO . In 1850 John married Sarah Margaret McBride, dau. of John McBride and
Sarah Allison, in Pulaski, Giles Co, TN.
James W.4 Parks (well documented) was born
1797 in either North or South Carolina, and died 1875
Continued on page 8
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Dana Parks Jr. Memorial Circulating Library -- Continued from page 7

Marget in Coffee Co, TN. He marr. (1) about 1817,
Peggy Stoddard (Stafford) . He marr. (2) after 1850.
Rebecca -?-, in Coffee Co, TN.
Sources differ as to the birthplace of James W.
Parks and the surname of his wife . Wanda notes that due
to county line changes, the home place of James & Margaret was originally part of Warren Co, then Grundy Co, and
finally Coffee Co . TN. James and Margaret were both
buried on their land.
James W.4Parks & his wife Margaret Stoddard
had 13 children:
1. Carroll' Parks (1818 TN-1892 Warren Co,TN) m . 1838
in Warren Co ., TN, Hixie Bullen.
2. Louisa Parks (1821 Warren Co, TN- ) m . Edmund
Martin.
3. Alfred B. Parks (1823 TN- ) m . Sarah Windham.
4. Washington Beauregard Parks (1824 TN-1863 Little
Rock,AR) m . about 1843 in Warren Co., TN, Elizabeth
Jane McBride abt.1843 Warren Co, TN, dau . of John
McBride/Sarah Allison . Washington `Wash' was also
known as George Washington Parks . He served in the
Confederate States Army during the Civil War and died of
yellow fever in a Union Army prison camp in Arkansas.
5. Fanny Parks (1827 TN- ) m . John Myers.
6. John H . Parks (1828 TN-1912 Henry Co, MO) m . about
1849 in Warren Co., TN, Zella Jane King.
7. Thomas Jefferson Parks (abt.1831 TN-1862 Ft . Mulberry, AR) m . about 1853, prob . In Warren Co ., TN, Mary
h16t J. Bullin. During the Civil War, Thomas served in the
MO . Inf. Co . D, and died of disease at Ft . Mulberry . He is
buried in Arkansas.
8. Mary Parks (abt.1834 TN - ) m. 1859, in Grundy Co .,
TN, George S . Tipps.
9. Caroline Parks (abt.1835 TN- ) m. in 1853 in Grundy
Co., TN, John D . Browley.
10. Jane Parks (abt.1836 TN- ) m. 1867 in Grundy Co .,
TN, Samuel J . Harris.
11. Martha Mattie Parks (abt.1838 TN- ) m . 1872 in Coffee Co ., TN, .Isaac C. Garetson.
12. Nancy Parks (abt. 1840 TN- ) m. 1859, Grundy Co.,
TN, John W. Walkup.
13. Sarah Parks (abt. 1842- ) m . 1868, Grundy Co ., TN, -?McCampbell.

The reader will notice that three daughters of John
and Sarah (Allison) McBride married into the Parks family.
The ancestry of this family has been traced back to John's
grandfather, John 'Hantz' McBride, a Revolutionary War
soldier, who lived in the vicinity of Greensboro, North Carolina

As of now, documentation is needed to prove
the early ancestry of this lineage . For more information, please contact Mrs . Wanda Alexander, 204 E . Burbank
.:wEandmjl@eit St, Appleton City, MO 64724-1027.
Dunaway, Wayland F; 1944/2002; Index; (loan fee-$3 .) 929.7/
DUN
The Scotch-Irish Of Colonial Pennsylvania

This book opens with a brief history of the ScotsIrish in northern Ireland. King James I of England (reigned
1603-1625) had a plan to make Ulster into a Protestant
community by supplanting the Irish Catholics with people
from England and Scotland . In fact, the English and Scots
settlers did a great deal to improve the land in northern Ireland. The Scots settlers were primarily Presbyterians, known
for their moral character as well as for their abilities in the
fields of education, trade, and business . However, by the
early 1700's the Scots-Irish were suffering economically
primarily from England's repressive trade laws and landlord rack-renting . Then came the Test Act of 1704 that
required all those who served in civil and military offices
under the Crown to be communicants of the Established
Church of England . Church officials had thought that the
Scots-Irish would conform but instead many of them chose
to immigrate to the Colonies. The ship agents also played a
part in this mass emigration from Ulster by promoting the
indentured servant system that continued until 1831 . This
enabled many to leave Ireland who otherwise could not have
afforded to do so.
Destinations for the earlier wave of Scots-Irish migration were along the eastern shore of Maryland about
1649, followed by South Carolina in 1682 and southeastern Pennsylvania in 1685 . However, the major emigration
began in the early 1700's and continued throughout the century. By 1728 both the authorities in Ireland and the provincial authorities of Pennsylvania were concerned about
the large numbers leaving Ireland for Pennsylvania. It is
estimated that at least 200,000 emigrated from Ulster alone
between 1700 and 1776. They were primarily Protestant,
mainly Presbyterian. It has been estimated that by 1790
there were at least 100,000 Scots and Scots-Irish living in
Pennsylvania, approximately 80 percent of them being
Scots-Irish.

Continued on page 9
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The principal ports of debarkation were Philadel phia, PA ; Newcastle and Lewes, both in Delaware ; Charleston, SC ; and later on Baltimore, MD, which offered
Braddock's Road, the most convenient way to reach western Pennsylvania.
Before 1718, some of the Scots-Irish had migrated
to New England believing that they had much in common
with the Puritans . They soon found that this was not so.
Pennsylvania became their favorite choice because this
colony offered the political, economic, social, and religious
liberty that appealed to them . They were the third major
group to arrive in Pennsylvania, coming later than both the
English and the Germans.
As early as 1710, the Scots-Irish established settlements in present day Chester County, PA, along the
Susquehanna River : Fagg's Manor, New London and
Octorara . These pioneers usually settled along streams or
by springs and generally their communities were named after them, such as Falling Spring and Paxton Creek . As
soon as they were settled, they organized a Presbyterian
church. Arthur Parke (PA 1720) is one of the best known
Scots-Irish Presbyterians who established roots in Chester
County by 1720.
The location of these churches provides evidence
of the Scots-Irish movement westward across Pennsylvania . By 1724, the Pequea Presbyterian Church was established in Lancaster County . Donegal Township, originally
West Conestoga, was almost entirely Scots-Irish . Some of
these hardy pioneers were living in what are now Dauphin
and Lebanon Counties by 1718 . The Derry and Paxtang
Presbyterian Churches were organized in 1729 . However,
after 1753 the Scots-Irish population decreased in this area
because of their westward and southward migration.
Before long German settlers became the dominant
group in the counties of Lancaster, Lebanon, Dauphin, York,
and Adams, and ill feeling arose between them and the ScotsIrish. Many of the latter did not have title to their land and
so were very willing to move farther westward into the
Cumberland valley, especially since Penn's agents made them
generous offers . It has been estimated that from 1751 until
the Revolutionary War about 90% of those living in the
Cumberland valley were either Scots or Scots-Irish . They
preferred to live away from the Germans and the Quakers
and had no problem with living on the frontier. In fact, many
of these emigrants and their descendants were a restless
group who continually moved into uncharted territory, often
2005 VOL . 41, NO. 1

ignoring government or Indian claims . In consequence, in
the Juniata valley, the government ordered the burning of
their homes . However, by 1776 the more desirable areas
of this locale were again settled.
While most of these people traveled westward,
there was one notable exception . In 1728, a group of pioneer Scots-Irish settled at what is now Easton,
Northampton County, PA . This was known as Craig
Settlement, and by 1737 a church had been organized.
There were other settlements in this county and also in Bucks
County, with the best known at Warwick where the
Neshaminy Presbyterian Church was organized by the Rev.
William Tennent in 1726.
After the Land Purchase of 1768, settlements soon
sprang up in southwestern Pennsylvania, the area later organized as the present day counties of Somerset,
Westmoreland, Fayette, Allegheny, Washington and Greene.
However, the majority of these first settlers were from Virginia and Maryland, not Pennsylvania . They traveled
Braddock's Road and obtained their land titles from the
Virginia authorities who were also claiming part of that area
in competition with Pennsylvania.
The Scots-Irish were widely known for both their
fighting ability and their dislike of the English so it is not
surprising that they fought valiantly against the British dur ing the Revolutionary War.
They were hardy individuals willing to live on the
edge of the frontier where they ran the risk of Indian raids
as well as ejection as squatters . They were resolute, strongwilled, hard-working people who believed strongly in their
religion, their freedom, and furthering the education of their
children. Those with this ancestry have much to be proud
of.
It is well to remember that although many of the
Pennsylvania Park/e/s were Scots-Irish Presbyterians, others of Quaker descent also emigrated from Ireland . One
example is Thomas Parke, married to Rebecca Hooper,
who came from Ireland and was living in Chester County
by 1724 . This was a Quaker family whose earlier roots
are believed to go back to County Cumberland, England.
(Lineage Key = F). It is his son Robert who in October
1725 wrote to his sister, Mary wife of Thomas Valentine of
Ballybrumhill, County Carlow, Ireland extolling the advanContinued on page 10
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tages of this new land.
Additions & Corrections:
Churchill, J .#934,updated January 2004, Missing Links (lineage key=PZ)
"John Parks & Martha Felts From North Carolina > Mississippi"
John Parks' was born about 1792 in NC, and
died in Nov. 1847 in Winston Co ., MS. Court documents provided his widow's given name, Martha, and
also named two sons: Wiley A .2 Parks (b .abt.1816)
and James Monroe 2 Parks (b. 1818). There were also
two younger children: William Foster2 Parks (b .1829)
& Sarah Rebecca 2 Parks (b . 1833). Three Parke Society members are descended in this lineage : PS#498
Brad Gale, PS#981 Wylie Parks, and PS#1252 James
Parks. This group does an excellent job of researching
and providing documented information . (An article on
this line by your Librarian appeared in the Newsletter,
2001 Vol . 38 No . 3, pp. 37-38, under the title "James
Monroe Parks" .)

1862, along with his brother-in-law Wiley Parks . Jesse
was a prisoner of war on Ship Island in 1865 . After the
war, the family lived in Noxubee Co ., MS, and Jesse
died apparently sometime between 1875 and 1880.
When the US Census of 1880 was taken, Rebecca
was back in Winston Co ., MS, living with her brother
Wiley Parks and grandson Stonewall J . Harding.
Sarah Rebecca2 and Jesse Harding had the
following children:
1. Warren G3 Harding, b. abt. 1852 MS ; d.abt. 1877;
m. 22 Apr. 1873, Roxanna (Roxie) Cockrell..
2. Martha K. Harding, b . 1853 MS ; d. 1927, Howard
Co, TX.
3. John H. Harding, b. abt . 1858 MS; d. -?-.
4. James Bonaparte Harding, b. 1859 MS; d. 1940,
TX; m. 12 Nov.1881, Rosa Anna Perkins.
5. Jesse Warren Harding, b . 1862 MS; d. -?-.
6. Elizabeth G. Harding, b. 1865, MS ; d. 1924, TX;
m. Harvey J . Graham.
7. Giles A. Harding, b. 1867, MS ; d. 1905, TX; m.
Mary ?, b . Feb. 1872, Ireland ; d. bef.1920, TX.
8. Reinzi (Rye) Harding, b. 1868, MS ; d. 1950, TX;
m. (1) Daisy White ; (2) Mary Willingham.

From PS#498 Brad Gale : new informationWilkes County, North Carolina Marriage
Bonds, p .192, lists John Parks, Jr. (groom), Martha
Felts (bride), date of bond 22 Apr . 1809, Bondsman
& Witness: Silas Reynolds and (w) H . Roussau, D.C.
We hope that Felts is the maiden name of John's wife,
Martha. If so, then the following information on the
Felts (Phelps) family is relevant.
Wilkes County, North Carolina Heritage
Book, p.196 : Felts Family, No . 537: The family legend has Aaron Felts', emigrant, married about 1760 to
Mollie Collier, daughter of William and Rebecca
Rothchild . It is known that Aaron was living in the
Hunting Creek area of Wilkes Co, NC in 1810. One
of their children was John 2 Felts (1770-1866) who
married Mary Walker about 1788 . Their daughter,
Martha3 (b. 4 Mar. 1792), married John Parks, Jr., on
22 April 1809.
The following information is from a direct
descendant:
Sarah Rebecca 2 Parks (dau . John' and Martha
Parks) mar. Jesse B . Harding on 24 December
1850, at Winston Co ., MS . Jesse Harding enlisted in
the Winston County Fort Donelson Avengers on 2 Mar.
10

Additions & Corrections to James Monroe2 Parks lineage:
James Monroe Parks, a son of John and Martha
Parks mentioned above, born in 1818, was an ancestor of Brad Gale PS #498 of Roosevelt, Utah.
James' first wife, Jane Hannah Margarette
Young, was born on 3 June 1830, Jefferson Co, AL,
and died 2 December 1859, Clarke Co, MS . She is
buried in Fellowship Cemetery, Jasper Co, MS . More
detailed information is now available concerning the
names and dates of their children and some later descendants.
1. John Thomas3 Parks, b.25 Feb . 1847 ; d. 16
Mar. 1878; man. Cynthia Hatton Edwards . She
man. (2nd) 11 May 1879 Joseph Yancey Tate.
2. Warren M . Parks, b. 13 Apr. 1850; d.28 Dec. 1860.
3. Martha Adaline Winaford Parks (formerly
Mattie), b.11 Sep .1852 ; d.5 Jun.1874.
4. Elvira Angeline Parks (formerly Vira), b . 13
Aug. 1856; d. 22 Jan .1870.
5. Balzora Ann Parks, b .20 Oct . 1857; d. 29
Dec.1932.
Infant3
6.
Parks, b . Dec .1859; d.Dec. 1859.
Continued
page11on
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Children of John Thomas3 Parks and Cynthia
Hatton Edwards:
1. Mary Jane4 Parks, b. 1868, MS ; d.1868, MS.
2. Lelia Antoinette Parks, b. 1870, MS; d .1902, TX;
m. 24 Sep.1893, George P. Mason Sublett.
3. James Alonzo Parks, b. 1872, AR ; d. 1962, TX; m. 2
Dec. 1896, Gertrude Evelyn Lindsey.
4. Tom Olga Parks, b. 1874, AR ; d . 1972, TX; m.11
Jun. 1899, Bobbie Millican.
5. William Osko Parks, b . 1876, AR ; d. 1876, AR.
6. Infant Parks, b. 1878, AR ; d. 1878, AR.
Balzora Ann3 Parks was known as "Ann
Lindsey" . She married (1st) on 8 Dec . 1878, in San Saba
Co., TX, James Homer Gregory . The following information is taken from a letter dated July 9, 1960, written to
Leatrice Pendray by a direct descendant of the Gregory
family. The listing of the Gregory family branch is supposed
to be based on a page from an old Bible kept by the letter
writer's grandfather. Also, William Gregory, founder of this
Gregory family in America, came to the Virginia Colony in
the 1660's from Edinburgh, Scotland to preach the gospel.
He was in Albemarle Colony and suffered many trials at the
hands of representatives of the English (i.e., Anglican) Church
in Virginia. William gave up his Chair at the University of
Edinburgh when he was called by the Lord to go to America.
He lived variously in Virginia, North Carolina, and South
Carolina seeking always for peace . His large family was
scattered by the war . (It is not clear which war the writer
had in mind, but the Revolution is possible.)
Homer Alonzo4 Gregory (son of Balzora Ann 3
Parks and James Homer Gregory), b. 1884, TX; d. 1948;
married Dec . 1904, Lena Rivers Jones . They had three
children:
1. Leatrice May5 Gregory, b.1905 ; d.1991 ; m. 27 Jun.
1927, G.Edward Pendray.
2. Floy Anita Gregory, b. 1910; m. Carl Arvid Nelson.
3. Leta Irene Gregory, b. 1911 ; m. Thomas Sliman.
Balzora Ann3
Parks married (2nd) James Hiram
Lindsey, on 27 Nov. 1889, in Mills Co ., TX . Their children:
1. Andrew Jackson 4 Lindsey, b.6 Dec.1890 ; m. 1
Jan.1916, Maudine Kieth.
2. Velma Edith Lindsey b .26 Jan. 1893 ; never married.
3. Balzora Ann Lindsey b.27 July 1895; d. 23 May 1897.
4. Infant Lindsey, d . 22 Oct. 1897.
5. Valveta Vivian Lindsey, b.27 Aug. 1899; m . Gus L.
Berry.
2005 VOL. 41, NO . I

6. Gladys Oneita Lindsey, b. 7 Feb.1901 ; m. Roy Odom.
James Monroe 2 Parks m. (2nd) 1869 to Martha Jane
Amos. One child:
Fannie Burnetti "Nettie"3 Parks, b. 1871 ; m. Andrew
Jackson Harkey. They were the parents of four sons:
a. Otto A.4 Harkey m. Naomi Small.
b. Ottis M. Harkey m. Madi Kirkpatrick.
c. Olga Byran Harkey m. Bernice Baxter.
d. Oral J . Harkey m. Dorothy DeHart.
For more information on this lineage, please contact Brad Gale PS #498, 460 N . Hillcrest Dr (415-4),
Roosevelt, UT 84066-2217 . Email:
bradgale@ubtanet.com.
Trinity Cathedral, Pittsburgh, PA
Robert Parke #PS#755 has provided the Library
with a folder containing information about Pittsburgh's first
burying ground on Sixth Avenue . More information on this
historic site can be found by contacting : Trinity Cathedral &
Burying Ground, 328 Sixth Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 (telephone: 412-232-6404)
Websites: Pittsburgh.net at : http ://www .pittsburgh.net/
yellow_pages .cfm?chr=trinity+cathedral
or Pittsburgh Walking Tours at:
http ://www .city .pittsburgh .pa .us/wt/html/
wslking_tours_main .html
"Long before the white man ever gazed on the juncture of our two great rivers which meld to become what we
call the Ohio River today, Indians were using this site to
bury their dead . An ancient Indian Tumulus (burying mound)
was located precisely on this spot and at one time this city
block contained the graves of over 4,000 persons - Indians, French, English, and Revolutionary Soldiers and many
early colonists ."'
This land was conveyed by deed to the Congregation of the Episcopal Church by John and John Penn, Jr.
(nephews of William Penn) on the 24 September 1787 for
use as a house of worship and a burial ground for this religious society and its successors. As the years went by,
both the Presbyterian Church and Trinity Church grew in
size and the burying ground became correspondingly smaller.
Many of the graves have never been identified, others have
been moved elsewhere, often at Allegheny Cemetery which
opened in 1844.
Continued on page 13
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Update Your FGS for the 2005
Convocation!

out and easy to read. A reference for the entry of information on either form can be found in Newsletter 1993 Vol.
30, No . 3, page 47.

By Curtis H. Parks PS#1166L,
Vice President and Society Webmaster

Our next Convocation will be held in Salt Lake City on
September 22-25, 2005 . This will afford us a great opportunity to enjoy meeting other Parke Society folks as well as
to accomplish some research at one of the world's largest
holdings of genealogy references . We will also have our
own research room in the Best Western Salt Lake Plaza
Hotel at Temple Square where we have our block of rooms
reserved for your lodging and for our events . These events
will include two one-hour seminars on genealogical research,
a banquet with guest speaker, an orientation tour of the
Family History Library, and our Corporate Meetings of
course . There will be time to explore the City with its
Temple Square and Tabernacle, and to investigate our own
resource of lineages filed in our PS Binders to see how our
members are related and check that our own family listings
are in sync.
It is this last point that raises a special call for your renewed work to see that our valuable PS resource, our Family
Group Sheet (FGS) forms, are up to date . Please check,
and if revisions are needed since you last sent your completed FGSs to our Historian, this is a good time to do so.
That way there will be sufficient time to annotate them and
file them in the binders before September . In the members'
copies of this issue of the Newsletter, you will find a reproducible FGS . Please make sufficient copies (two sided) of
this sheet for your own submissions or revisions . If you are
preparing revisions, please lightly pencil onto them the
Historian's annotations which were made if these are known
(especially the FGS number in the upper right corner) . This
will facilitate the processing of the sheets for placement in
the PS Binders. Also, if you previously sent sheets for your
family, please add in the lower right corner a "Rev :" (for
"revised") followed by your revision date in pencil.
If you have access to the Internet, we have posted an
electronic version of our group sheet (called the eFGS) at
our Web site. This is an Acrobat "form" that you can fill in
and print out from your computer . An instruction page is
provided indicating how to access and process this eFGS.
An article further explaining the eFGS can be found in Newsletter 2003 Vol. 40, No . 1, page 9 . Both the FGS and the
eFGS are gray forms which help to make your entries stand
12

With your up-to-date FGS in the binders at our Salt
Lake City Convocation, together with the resources of the
Family History Library, we hope to have one of the most
rewarding get-togethers ever for our Society! Please do
plan to be there!

Check Your Genealogical
Information Carefully!
By Donna Murray Allen, Genealogist

(Previously published under the title "Check, recheck and
triple check information," in the Floridian section of the St.
Petersburg Times, St. Petersburg, FL. Contributed by David
#13 and Cecilia #535 Parke of Spring Hill, FL .)
Some people don't let facts get in the way of telling a
good story. If the story is repeated often enough, it becomes embedded in our minds until fact can't be separated
from fantasy.
A family history can be like that . Family lore may have it
that your great-grandmother was an Indian princess . Or
your seventh great-grandfather was pals with George Washington. Heck, maybe he was George Washington.
I'm reminded of one family historian who convinced residents of a tiny Northern town that one of his ancestors fought
courageously in the Revolutionary War. The story got better each time he told it . Soon a granite marker was erected
by the ancestor's resting place to honor him . To this day,
residents gather graveside each Memorial Day to pay tribute to their hometown hero and soldiers everywhere.
Turns out that all the admiration should be given to a
man who lived in a neighboring county and whose name
was almost identical to the purported hero's.
The family historian had honorable intentions, but his
research techniques were lacking . The story stemmed from
one entry found in a book in the state archives . Had the
researcher used more than one source to back up that piece
of genealogical data, he would have quickly discovered that
he had the two men confused . It's an honest mistake, esContinued on page 13
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pecially because the fathers of both men had the same first
and last names . But wills, probate records and land transactions prove the historian wrong . Not that anyone involved
is willing to admit it at this point.
It's easy to get caught up in the excitement of a major
find. You think you're on a roll . But you must question
what you read and what you're told. Even official documents contain errors.
Death certificates are notoriously flawed . The most likely
data to be correct are the date and cause of death, and
burial information. The rest of the information is provided
by an informant whose memory may be faulty . The
deceased's date and place of birth, and the names of his
parents may all be incorrect.
Same goes for obituaries . And death notices and obituaries don't always make the distinction between stepbrothers and half-sisters.

cial Security cards within a few years of each other alternately gave their mother's maiden name as McGarry,
McGeary and Gary.
One groom-to-be declared a previous marriage on his
license to wed another. But he inadvertently claimed that his
late wife died a decade before she did, which put into question the parentage of the children they had together . The
widower simply mixed up his wife's death date with that of
her father. Death records, an obituary and the children's
birth records helped prove the right date.
Marriage license applications may also reflect a woman's
first marital surname instead of her birth surname. One marriage license I saw doesn't even contain the bride's given
name . Her parents' names were the only clues to her identity.
These examples show why basing your research on the
first document you encounter could cause you to spend many
hours chasing the wrong paper trail.

In another instance, three siblings who applied for SoDana Parks Jr. Memorial Circulating Library -- Continued from page 11

This folder includes a short biography and guide to
the location of each of the 19 most significant graves, a few
of which are as follows :. Number 3 : Colonel William Butler
who was a lieutenant in the 4th Pennsylvania Regiment ; his
nephew, Captain James R . Butler, a Captain of the Pittsburgh Blues in the War of 1812 who took part in the battle
of Mississinewa and the battle of Fort Meigs . Number 10:
Red Pole, principal village chief of the Shawnee who was
one of the signers of the Treaty of Greenville on August 3,
1795 which brought lasting peace to the frontier. Number
14 : Emily Morgan Simms who died in 1821 while on a visit
to Pittsburgh . At that time, it was the custom to walk in
procession behind the bier, and walking on each side of her
coffin were eight ladies dressed entirely in white who served
as honorary pall bearers.
However our particular interest is Number 7 : the
Magee Family, whose marker's inscription begins, "Sacred
to the memory of Robert and Jane Magee and members of
their families who have departed this life as follows, Robert
Magee, Jan . 30 1823, Jane Magee, 1815 . . . ." Jane
Magee's maiden name was Jack .2 They were the parents
of at least eight children . Ninth on the list of deceased members is John Park, husband of Mary Magee, who died
March 20, 1808.
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This John Park is found in our Society's database
Lineage
Key = O. John was born about 1760 at
under
Belfast in Northern Ireland . He emigrated to Pittsburgh, PA,
where in 1797 he married Mary Ann Magee .' Their children
were4:
1. Clara M . Parke, b.1798, PA ; d. 19 March 1827.
2. Marguerite S. Parke, b .10 Sep . 1799, PA.
3. James C . Parke, b. abt . 1800, PA.
4. Jane M. Parke, b. 1802, PA ; d. 16 Oct.1872.
5. Robert M . Parke, b. 14 July 1805, PA ; d. 21 May 185 (year not known) ; married 20 Dec . 1826 to Jane W.
Miller.
6. John E. Parke, b .12 Dec . 1807, PA; married 9 Dec.
1828 at Allegheny, PA to Jane Hannen. Their son:
a. George Blake Parke married Jane Louise
Morris.
7. Mary Parke, b. abt . 1809, PA.
8. Henry Parke, b . abt. 1811, PA.
Sources : 1'2 The Story of Pittsburgh's First Burying Ground
(folder)
3 National Encyclopedia of American Biography Vol . 35,
p. 393
'Recollections of 70 Years & Historical Gleanings
of Allegheny Co, PA by Judge John E . Parke, 1886 (son of John
Park b. 1760).
Jean Churchill, Librarian
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Mourning the Demise – or Not - of Everton's
By Fr. Michael (Tad) Parks

Ever since its founding in 1947, EVERTON'S
has been the preeminent name as a source for genealogical supplies, and a medium for exchange of genealogical
information . Their bi-monthly publication, The Genealogical Helper, was a must-have magazine. Running well
in excess of 200 pages each issue, and fully indexed as to
surnames and locations, it was an indispensable tool for
finding new leads and exciting revelations.
But alas, the magazine and organization are no
more . As recently as the middle of 2003, they were into
the fourth generation of the Everton family as publisher
and guiding light. However, they seem to have gone completely out of existence as of the middle of last July.
Everton's was founded in 1947 by Walter
Everton, who not only was deeply interested in genealogy,
but who also wanted to find a better way for fellow genealogists to share information among themselves . And it
was very successful over the years . It wasn't what you
would call a slick publication, far from it. But what it did,
it did well, in its sort of eccentric way . And it wasn't afraid
to pat itself on the back when deserved.
Apparently by the late 1990's things were starting
to slip, sales were down, subscriptions were down, and
advertising revenue was no longer making up the difference between the expenses and receipts from the subscriber base . In the early 1990's the press run was in the
mid-40 thousands with subscriptions making up 98-99%
of that press run . Up to 1996 there were no single copy
sales through dealers or vendors . But in 1997 Everton
reported its first ever sales through distribution channels
other than subscriptions, in fact an average of 3519 copies per month for the previous 12 month reporting period.
From there it seemed to go down hill . By 2000
the press run was 41,000 copies, with about 10,000 copies in dealer/vendor sales, but now only 29,000 subscribers, two-thirds of what their subscriber base had been.
In 2001 some part of Everton's (or maybe the
whole business, it's hard to find out since it was a privately
held firm) was sold to Family History Network. The press
run declined even further with a substantial loss in subscriber readership . Everton's Genealogical Helper was
renamed Family History Magazine, and it underwent a
major repackaging . Gone were the dowdy covers, page
layouts, and absence of pictures, in what became a slick
magazine, obviously tooled for the younger generation.
Also gone was the former depth of coverage . The first
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issue of Family History Magazine was very noticeably
thinner, by about 40% . Gone also were the extensive ads
and indexes, and really, everything else that had made the
old Helper the magazine that everyone wanted to have.
Apparently subscriptions continued to plummet . As
of 2003 (the last full year of reporting), the magazine's press
run was only 26,000 copies, with 14,000 subscriptions.
Vendor sales however continued to hold around 10,000
copies.
But there is a point where you can no longer break
even . Just when Everton's, under its new ownership, hit
that point we will never really know. But at the beg ni ning of
2004 the assets were again sold, this time to the software
developer Bill Schjelderup and his company, Companion
Corporation. The first three issues of the Family History
Magazine for 2004 were published and distributed . But
the difference was telling. The last issue, the May/June number, was now down to 86 pages, thin enough so that the
binding was now saddle. The word on the street is that the
July/August issue was indeed at the printer's when the publisher called to halt the presses . So we will probably never
know just what was in that issue . Only slowly is the word
working its way through the hobbyists that Everton's is gone.
We only found out because our Vol . 40 No . 3 issue to their
publications library was returned marked, "PO BOX
CLOSED, NO FORWARDING ADDRESS".
But there is more at stake here than just a publication. Over the years, Everton's had amassed a terrific collection of publications on, for and about the field of genealogy. Anyone who wrote anything about the hobby, if he or
she were smart, would send a copy to Everton's for a brief
review and listing in the Genealogical Helper . This had to
help sales of publications greatly. And then there were their
computerized databases, to which people had been submitting names for years on end, probably one of the biggest
collections of electronic records outside of RootsWeb.
It was announced in July of 2003 that Schjelderup
and his Companion Corp . were donating the entire collection to the City of Logan, Utah, the long time home for the
Everton enterprises . The collection was to be moved to
some City location, and the Council was starting to look for
funding to open the collection to researchers everywhere.
Hopefully they will be able to accomplish that feat, though
my hopes aren't particularly high . We will just have to wait
and see . In the meantime, I hope that someone can keep
Continued on page 15
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the genealogical community posted on any progress in this
endeavor.
So, just why did Everton's, a most venerable firm,
actually bite the dust? We probably will never know, unless someone who was on the inside decides to let us all in
on the secret . I have some hunches though.
Much has to do with the same issue that is facing all
genealogical organizations, including our own . With the
advent of the Internet and the World Wide Web, who needs
to belong to anything or to pay anything when, after all, the
data is all out there on the Web for the pickings, and for
free? The trouble is, that just ain't so . The caveat that you
get what you pay for is terribly true as to gathering information from the Internet . Unfortunately, many of the newer
researchers are not nearly as savvy about evidence as are
the more seasoned hobbyists . And so errors get perpetuated and even magnified over the turns in appearance on
the web.
Another downfall was probably exactly what they
did with the publication . Sure, they wanted to package it
into something that was more "enjoyable" and "readable"
to a younger, more hip group of family history searchers.
But they did that at the expense of their older bread and
butter readers . They felt, and indeed were, left behind.
The Genealogical Helper under its slick new guise was no
longer the source of all things genealogical. The price was
the same, but the contents and size were mere fractions of
what they had been.
Perhaps another reason for its demise was that they
were too late and too little in getting into the computerization of genealogy. With the advent of good genealogical
programs that generated family group sheets at a push of a
button, who needed to buy the supplies of blank forms and
specialized binders anymore? What they should have done
was, early on, establish themselves as a leading distributor
of genealogical software, to take over where the supply
sales were falling fast. But they did not.
And so we mourn the demise of Everton's, its Genealogical Helper and later, its Family History Magazine. We can only hope that the City of Logan can come
up with the funding to keep the databases and library intact
and available to researchers everywhere, and that somebody will still be around to supply us old fogies with some
of those unique printed forms and binders.
LATE NEWS FLASH : Since the writing of the original
piece in late August 2003, there have been some additional
developments . Whether these constitutes good news or
bad news is left up to the reader.
First is the Library collection itself. The City of
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Logan, Utah, had second thoughts about this gift horse . The
housing of such a collection was only the beginning point.
There were the on-going costs of staffing and maintaining
the entire collection, which were not previously analyzed.
It seems that council members are worried, and rightly so,
that this is going to be a drain on the tax base that no amount
of marketing of the collection to genealogists will be able to
overcome . Logan has a lot of competition, namely Salt
Lake City and the world famous Family Genealogy Library
run by the Church of Latter Day Saints just down the road.
So the collection sat for over a year, unattended, while everyone wrung their hands over the associated costs.
But a new group of investors, called Genealogy
Online, decided it could use the business assets associated
with the donated library collection to restart what essentially were the Everton enterprises . This includes the relaunch of The Genealogical Helper, a new edition of the
Genealogical Handbook (the 11th), and sales activities
for various supplies available no place else.
On the upside, the Everton web site is back up and
on the Web . It has much of the look and feel of the old
Everton's . The site talked about the next issue of The Genealogical Helper (presumably the November/December
issue), it was unclear whether the owners intend to honor
the unfulfilled subscriptions to Family History Magazine
(a.k.a. The Genealogical Helper).
Well, they did it! On Wednesday the 8th of December, I received my copy of the November/December
2004 issue of the Everton's Genealogical Helper . And yes,
they have reverted to the old more or less black-and-white
format. All the old features are there, and this issue has a
total of 160 pages! It was a most welcome receipt.
It also appears that the entrepreneurs are working
off the original subscribers list, since the label showed I had
renewed through the end of 2005 . Of course this makes
me a little more of a happy camper. They promise to fulfill
all our subscriptions, so that we will receive whatever number of issues we were originally signed up for. Since there
were no July/August or September/October issues, that
means two more beyond my original subscription end date.
I am also hoping they will be able to recover whatever was
intended to be in the July/August issue of Family History
Magazine that went to the printers but was never published.
So, what to do? Let's support this renewed endeavor. There is a call for articles of all types, and a call for
new subscribers. If you formerly received the publication,
but dropped it, why don't you rethink that decision and sign
up again. It has been a wonderful resource for the genealogical community, and this effort to revive it deserves all
the support we can give it .
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2005 Convocation
Planned for Salt Lake City, Utah
Sept. 22-25
Please join us for the Society's 42nd Annual Convocation! This event offers you a chance to meet and socialize
with other Park/e/s, do research using the Society's extensive lineage material in a special research room at the hotel,
and explore the vast resources of one of the leading genealogy libraries in the country.
The Best Western Plaza Hotel in Salt Lake City will be
the site of the 2005 Convocation . It is conveniently located across the street from the Family History Library, a
five-story structure with HUGE genealogy holdings . A Library orientation will be provided on Friday, Sept . 23 .

Other events include a reception and the Annual Corporate
Meeting on Friday, and the banquet on Saturday evening.
Society membership is not required for this event . For
further information and to make reservations, please see
the flyer "Parke Society 2005 Convocation" inserted in the
member copies of this issue of the Newsletter . Thanks to
our vice president and webmaser, Curtis H . Parks
PS# 1166L, for serving as coordinator for the Convocation.
PDP

The Parke Society's , DNA Surname Project -- Continued from page 6

For more information on Y-DNA testing:
Family Tree DNA (FTDNA):

To order a Y -DNA test as part of the Park/e/s Surname Project:

To contact Ken Parks with questions or comments:
kenparks@earthlink .net

An Irish Toast:
May you never forget
what is worth remembering,
Or remember what is best forgotten.

Humor
Genealogy . . .
Will I ever find time
to mow the lawn again?

Contributed by R . Dan Park #1422
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