2013 - Vol. 49 No. 2		

					

ISSN 0148 3994

The Parke Society
Newsletter

Clearinghouse for research on all Park/e/s immigrants from the British Isles.
Promoting Fellowship, Genealogical Research and the Preservation of our Heritage

Finding Great Grandma

by Barbara Parkes Kohler, PS#1365
What does it take the find the grave of your great
grandma? As I discovered, many years of searching
by other family members as well as myself, lots of
perseverance, and detective work.
My great grandma Jemina Parkes Yarrington died
in 1890. Notes from family members indicate the
grave was on a slope down from the Tom Thumb
monument. (Tom Thumb is buried at Mountain View
Cemetery, Bridgeport, CT). Yet the burial paper we
had indicated the Park Cemetery in Bridgeport, CT.
Both my mother and her sister-in-law looked for the
grave back in the 1970s, my cousin made a trip from
Indiana and tried to find the grave in the early 2000s,
but neither cemetery had a record of her in their files.
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In August, 2010, I journeyed from Washington State
to Connecticut both to visit family and also to attend
my high school’s 60s Decade Reunion. I convinced
my sister to drive me to the cemeteries. The first,
Mountain View, is where our parents, Edna and
Charlie Parkes, are buried. Back in the early days,
the children were buried in a separate section of
the cemetery. We had help in finding my mother’s
sister who died at the age of 3 in 1922. There was no
headstone, just a round copper circle with a number.
One of the cemetery employees helped us find it
with his metal detector as the marker had sunk down
under the grass. Most of our family are buried there.
The office personnel checked for a Jemina Parkes
Yarrington, but had no record of such a person. I did
expect that to be the case.
The next day, a very hot and humid one, my sister
was kind enough to drive me to the Park Cemetery.
The office is an old house which stays locked and is
guarded by a dog. We knocked and once inside, the
dog stayed calm. The house/office looked like something out of an old western movie complete with the
old spinning safe. The décor looked almost original
with piles everywhere. My heart sank as I figured
this was a wild goose chase. The kind man, Daniel
LePrade, looked through his records—everything is
still recorded by hand in the original journals, and
continued on p. 19
continued on p.35
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Finding Great Grandma
cont’d from p. 17

they plan to keep it that way. (No computers here
which was really discouraging.) As my sister and
I were contemplating our exit, Mr. LePrade said
he had another journal to consult. This cemetery
was created as a burial place for everyone regardless of income and background; everyone deserved
a proper burial. To our utter amazement, he came
across an entry in the Book of Common Ground for
Mina (nickname) Yarrington who was age 29 and
buried along with her baby (another surprise). I was
able to get copies of the pages in the journals (one
journal had her death recorded; another journal had
her grave location recorded). Then Mr. LePrade was
kind enough to drive out to her grave site along with
his maps. There is a grassy knoll called the Common
Grounds where the poor people are buried. There
was no gravestone for Jemina, and Mr. LePrade had
to check the map several times and mark his steps
from other graves to come to a location where he
was pretty certain she was buried. He spent considerable time with us checking and recounting steps.
He didn’t have his metal detector that day, unfortunately. He didn’t want to dig down after all these
years and disturb anything, and the marker could be
three to four feet down by now. I took a picture with
my sister standing on the spot. That was the best we
could do to pinpoint her grave.
Discovering our great grandma’s grave in the Common Grounds section was a bit baffling. We were
told our step great grandfather was quite well off.
His family (mother, father, brother) is buried in the
same cemetery, but not in the poor section. So again,
to think that this young woman and her baby were
buried in this area and without a grave stone was a
bit disheartening. (Fred Yarrington moved back to
New York some time afterward.)
Jemina was eight months pregnant living in England
when her husband, our great grandfather, Edmund
Parkes, was killed at age 22 while working on the
railway. Somehow she met Fred Yarrington and
remarried (we are still investigating that story) and
made her life in the United States.

Jemina’s life was cut way too short. In addition, she
had other babies, even twins, who lived only a few
hours (where are they buried?). One daughter did
survive and resided in Long Island where some of
our other family members lived. It was years later
that I discovered that this woman who was always at
our gatherings in Long Island was my grandfather’s
step sister.
Our family is so glad we finally found evidence of
Jemina’s resting place after decades of searching.
Our perseverance paid off.g

From the President’s Desk
Ken Parks PS#1406

Greetings to all as we leave Old Man Winter behind
and prepare to welcome the Spring! This will be a
short chat, as I prepare to head to a warm and sunny
place for a welcome vacation.
Work on our new website is progressing, though at a
slower pace than anticipated. Much of the delay has
been due to my lack of attention, but the new site
should be up and running long before the next newsletter issue arrives. Check in from time to time and
you’ll catch the new look in a few weeks. The public
pages will be there for sure, and the ‘Members Only’
section will have some content initially, with more
added on a regular basis. Our hope is to develop
useful databases of Park/e/s information that you
can access to aid or augment your own individual
Park/e/s/ family research.
While attending the FTDNA group administrator’s
conference in Houston last November, I met Dr. Tyrone Bowes, who gave a fascinating presentation on
his method of discovering the “genetic homeland”
of one’s ancestors by using DNA results and other
databases. He claims that by combining information
from these different sources, it is possible to narrow
the location where your ancestors lived to an area as
small as a five mile radius.
Dr. Bowes is a young Irishman with a doctorate in
neuroimmunology, originally from Dublin, now livcontinued on p. 20
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From the President’s Desk
cont’d from p. 19

ing in Galway. He originally developed his unique
method of combining information from various
sources for those with Irish origins, and has since expanded it to include both Scotland and England.
I have ordered all the maps he has available, and will
begin to take a look at some of the Park/e/s lineages
in the DNA database with known origins in Ireland
initially. I’m not sure how successful we will be, but
I will report on the results, either positive or negative, in upcoming newsletters and on our website.
In the meantime, if anyone is interested in learning
more about this and pursuing it on their own, here
are the URLs of the various websites:
http://www.irishorigenes.com/
http://www.scottishorigenes.com/
http://www.englishorigenes.com/
Lastly, Fr. Michael (Tad) Parks PS#425 and I will be
attending the New England Regional Genealogical
Consortium (NERGC) conference in Manchester,
New Hampshire 17-21 April 2013. This will be my
third NERGC conference and I look forward to another round of great speakers on a variety of topics.
Tad and I will be representing the Parke Society at
the conference’s Society Fair on Thursday, 18 April,
from 5 to 7 pm. If you happen to be attending the
conference, be sure to stop by our table! For more
information about the conference, visit their website:
http://www.nergc.org/Conference-Home-Page.html
All for now—much more to come!g

50th Annual Parke Society Corporate Meeting in Harrisburg, PA
For the Society’s 2013 business meeting we will
again be held at the Country Inns and Suites Hotel,
Peiffers Lane, just outside of Harrisburg, PA on
Saturday, 21 September 2013. This will now be the
third time that we have used this facility because of
its convenient location for most of the officers and
trustees likely to attend. Its always good to be able to
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meet at a familiar place, and a place that is familiar
with us. As always, we stress that all Parke Society
Members are both welcomed and encouraged to attend!
Details of the hotel’s location, room rates (very reasonable) and reservation information will appear in
the next Newsletter.
Although the primary purpose of our meeting is to
conduct the required corporate business of the Society, it is also an opportunity for all who attend to join
in on the lively face-to-face discussions about the
state of the Society, its future, as well as talk about
research developments in various individual Park/e/s
lineages. To that end, any member considering attending the Corporate meeting is encouraged to contact the Society Historian well in advance, so that he
can bring along the pertinent files on the member’s
lineage for an in-depth discussion at the meeting.
In general, we do not bring the lineage library, nor
other research materials unless they are called for.
As has been mentioned previously, for anyone considering attending, there are plenty of research venues in the Harrisburg area for the genealogist with
Pennsylvania roots. The Pennsylvania State Library
and the State Archives are both located in Harrisburg, along with the Historical Society of Dauphin
County. For more information visit the Announcements page for the Society’s Website at http://www.
parke.org/announcements.html and click on the link
“Recommended places to visit.” Even closer to our
hotel is the National Civil War Museum. The excellent Lancaster County Historical Society is a short
drive away and is located on the same grounds as
Wheatland, the home of President James Buchanan.
Of course, you ought not to forget that Hershey, PA
is nearby, and offers a source of fun of a completely
different kind.g

The next editorial due date is
June 1, 2013
Parke Society Newsletter

Historian’s Corner:

by (Fr.) Michael (Tad) Parks+, PS #425H
The Genealogist as Scavenger
Perhaps one of the most misunderstood aspects of
the Parke Society is just what we do: What is our
raison d’être?
To find out all you need to do is to look at the banner
on the first page of this newsletter. “Clearinghouse
for research on all Park/e/s immigrants from the
British Isles.” There it is, in nuce, we are a clearinghouse, scavengers of genealogical information. And
then trying to make connections from all that data.
This is what makes us different from, say, the DAR,
or other hereditary societies, or even various family
history/genealogical societies. We are not so much
authenticators as we are accumulators of genealogical data. And in the process helping people find their
ways around brick walls and dead ends.
It was not always so. What we are today has evolved
over the last nearly 50 years. At its foundation in
1963, the Parke Society was supposed to be just for
proven descendants of (Sir) Robert Parke who came
to the colonies (such as they were) in 1630 aboard
the Winthrop Fleet with some of his family. It would
have been, in essence a Robert Parke hereditary society. By 1966 the trustees realized that there were an
awful lot of non-Robert Park/e/s and that we could
really provide a much greater service to genealogy in
general by broadening our scope. This didn’t sit well
with some of the original members, but to be honest,
if the Society had remained focused on Robert only,
it most likely would not be in existence today, as the
majority of the officers and trustees are not of the
Robert line.
As I look back on that decision made over 45 years
ago, I really don’t think the trustees understood what
they were getting themselves into. The most recent
statistics state that 0.07% of the living population
in the United States (according to the 2010 Census)
carry some form of the Park/e/s surname (and that is
subtracting the Korean families named Park). Now
that might seem like a very small number, but extrapolated that figures out to about 2.2 million individuals alive at that time. That being the case, there
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have probably been many millions more Park/e/s
surnamed individuals on this side of the pond since
the arrival of Robert in 1630. Do we see a task that
may not be able to be completed?
Still, there are also hundreds, perhaps thousands
of individuals who are working on one or another
branches of that Park/e/s surname, doing research,
and posting their results. And this is where the scavenging comes in.
Back in the old days, before there was a well established and widely used internet, genealogical
research met traveling to distant places, visits to
libraries, courthouses, the National Archives (viewing scratchy microfilms, if you could even get on a
film reader), family research centers, churches, and
cemeteries, to find your data, which may or may not
have been very profitable. Alternatively, it meant
writing letters, perhaps dozens of them, which might
or might not be answered. And then keeping track of
all of that correspondence. Whew!
Things have really changed. Now in the comfort
of your own “home office,” you can cruise literally
millions of records to dig up information. Some of
it is found on original documents that have been
digitized and posted, and some of it relates to work
done by other researchers. Of the latter it is true that
it might be wrong, but also it might be right, and
could get you past a brick wall. You just never know
what someone else may know that you haven’t yet
discovered.
And this is where it benefits the Parke Society and
you, our members. As I work various lines in our
Lineage Catalogue I often go to the Internet on a
scavenger hunt to see what I might find.
For example, a while back I was working a line in
the Lineage Key TV when I found that a daughter
(surnamed Parks) had married a William R. Parks,
and had a daughter thence surnamed Parks. The
question was who was this William R. Parks, and
where did he come from? The correspondent member had no further information on him, so I went to
the Internet, and more specifically Ancestry.com.
What I found were two possibilities, each going
continued on p. 22
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Historian’s Corner
cont’d from p. 21

back at least four generations, coming out of Ireland,
one which was already in our Lineage Key Catalogue, and one which was not, but then even if this is
not the correct William R., we have a new fragment
line to catalogue and index. This calls for some more
research, and perhaps an attempt to contact the compilers, but it is more than we had when we started
this process.
So here is what I am saying: make use of all of the
modern possibilities that are available to you. Start
with the Internet and do a general Google search on
the names and whatever information you have. No
doubt that this will turn up a lot of crud, but it might
also turn up what you are looking for.
Next, consider a subscriptions to some of the leading
genealogical data banks. I currently have a subscription to Ancestry.com (the US Deluxe side only,
I really don’t have much use for records in other
parts of the world, but you might). It does carry a
cost (currently I pay $155.60 annually), but think of
that cost in relationship to the trips you might take,
costs of travel, perhaps lodging, meals, and with no
guaranteed success. With Ancestry, you have access
to all of the Federal Census records, indexed even,
and tons of other documents and links, not to mention thousands of family trees that have been posted
on their site. Frankly, it is a bargain. And once armed
with this kind of information, any trips you might
take will be much more profitable.
I also subscribe to Fold3 (http://www.fold3.com/)
(formerly called FootNote) which has the best collection of military records available that I know of.
As I said, those sites cost money, but you should
expect that for the amount of data that they can serve
up, and the work it takes to maintain the equipment
and databases the contain all that data.
There are also dozens of other sites covering all
kinds and types of information. To get leads on these
you need only to check Cyndi’s List (http://www.
cyndislist.com/). Many of those sites are free, and
others have only nominal fees.
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With regard to the family trees provided by patrons
of Ancestry.com (and perhaps on other sites as well),
as with all genealogical research, some trees will be
better than others. You may find that you actually
have more, and better, information than what you
are seeing on line. But you may also find nuggets of
data you did not know of. As with all research, these
trees are starting points to go further, to re-research
to confirm or object to the facts stated.
Sometimes sources are given for various facts, but
often that is not the case. The researcher might have
further documentation which has not appeared on the
Ancestry.com website. If something looks promising and is unsourced, pursue it further by messaging
the owner of the data. I have done this a number of
times and thus far my batting average has been .500
or so. When communicating, be sure to explain your
connection to the item in question, and provide a
personal email address as well, in case the researcher
doesn’t want to respond via Ancestry.com.
One issue here, which I have commented on previously, relates to the ownership of the data you put
on the Ancestry.com website. In general, it is my
understanding that when you post a family tree on
Ancestry.com, they claim ownership of that data to
use as they wish. This is why I highly recommend
that you do not make their site the primary storage
place for your family tree, but rather on software that
you have on your own computer.
Patrons of Ancestry.com can make their family tree
information “private,” that is, you have to request
(“nicely”) to have access to the underlying data. It
is the patron’s choice to allow or not allow that. It
of course helps greatly to explain just what you are
making the request, and perhaps providing some tantalizing tidbits of data that will intrigue them to give
you the access. It’s call share and share alike.
One question I am unsure of, and I haven’t asked in
particular, is the on-going access that patrons have
to their data and to messaging via Ancestry.com.
The question is: should a patron decide not to renew,
does this cut them off from the data that they have
posted on the website, and in turn, prevent them
from getting messages? There is no indication on the
website whether or not the patron is still active, and
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this in turn may explain why there is only a fifty-fifty
chance of getting a reply.

Saturday and Sunday. Tours or private viewings may
be scheduled upon request.

Still, there are nuggets out there. I have sometimes
been very surprised at what I have found, and truly
believe that going on scavenger hunts can be helpful
to our own research.

Their meeting held on 18 November 2012 was of
special interest to us because Corabelle DeClerg
PS#842 made a special trip from her home in Portland, Michigan to attend. Her reason was to present
Charles Wascher, President of the Historical Society
with the Civil War ribbons and medals belonging
to William Parks, Orson Bouch, and Levi Morse,
mounted and framed (see picture below). Her great
grandfather, William James Parks, was enrolled in
service on 16 February 1864, serving as a Private
under Captain S.S. Dowel, Company A, 10th Regiment of Michigan Volunteers from 16 February 1864
to 19 July 1865. Other relatives, Orson Bouck and
Levi Morse, also served with the Union forces. An
interesting family story involves Levi Morse, who
lost an eye and with a leg injury was in a hospital in
Nashville, TN. Although his wife in Michigan had
just had a baby, she traveled by horse and wagon
down to Nashville and brought him back home to
recuperate.

What has caught my eye is the fact that so many
times people will list the Park/e/s ancestor with “no
father, no mother” when indeed we know and have
that information! While I have not done so yet, I am
intending in the future to email these researchers,
telling them about the Society, and inviting them to
affiliate with us to further their Park/e/s lines and
to meet others who are similarly working on those
lines. What an opportunity for evangelization, as it
were. I would invite you all to do likewise. The more
people we have in the game, the better the results
will be.
In the meantime, go hunting, be a scavenger for data
and see where it takes you.g

Corabelle’s Visit to the Shiawassee
Historical Society
by Jean Churchill, PS#394

The Shiawassee County Historical Society moved
into their renovated building, a former schoolhouse,
in 2005. This group was formed in 1977. They are
located near Owosso, Michigan. Their museum offers historical collections relating to the history of
Shiawassee County.
Their website gives their Mission Statement which
encompasses the purposes of gathering and preserving all forms of material relating to this county’s
history. This includes biographical sketches, historical facts, and genealogical material. They also
encourage all types of activity that promotes accurate historical information. If anyone is visiting
this area of Michigan, I think a visit to this museum
would be worthwhile. Their mailing address: Box
526, Owosso, MI 48867. Street address: 1997 N.
M-52, Owosso, MI 48867. From mid May through
Mid September, they are open from 1- 4 pm. every
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Corabelle DeClerg PS# 842
at the Shiawassee Historical Society

This was a family who strongly believed in the
importance of preserving the Union. As well as those
Union soldiers mentioned above, there was also
Silas’s son, John Parks (b.1841), who was a Private.
His daughter Amanda Parks (b.1839) married Jetson
Clark who served with Company M, 2nd Cavalry
continued on p. 24
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A Visit to the Shiawassee Historical Society
cont’d from p. 23

Regiment, MI, and died of disease in 1862 at Rienzi,
MS. Another daughter, Lucinda Parks (b.1842), married Francis DuPaul, who served with the Union’s
5th Michigan Cavalry.
Corabelle has continued that interest belonging to
the Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War.
Her chapter is Helene M. Edwins Tent No. 30 which
meets at Sunfield, Eaton County, Michigan. She has
also been involved in trying to preserve and highlight the Chalker Cemetery near Durand in Shiawasse County. The cemetery is fairly large, although
there have been no burials since 1930. It is owned by
the township and therefore under its responsibility.
It does not have a sign and the upkeep is poor. There
are a number of Civil War veterans buried there,
some without markers. The local historian informed
me that an effort is being made to raise money for
markers for them.
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice DeClerg owned the “Gamble
Store” (similar to Western Auto) in Portland, Ionia
County, Michigan and Caorabelle continued in the
business after Maurice’s death in 1962 until her
retirement. Then she spent several years traveling,
going around the world twice and touring one month
every year with the same tour group.
She has been an avid genealogical researcher of her
family, particularly her Parks ancestry. She has been
an active member of the Parke Society since 1988
and for several years was our Society’s Archivist.
She received the Parke Society’s Distinguished Service Award in 2002 for her work as Archivist. She
also received the 2011 Lola Spohn Nielsen Award
for outstanding service and research in the field of
genealogy.
Corabelle’s Parks ancestry has been traced back to
Silas Leonard Parks who was born in the Town of
Arlington, Vermont in 1801. Silas served in the War
of 1812 being discharged on 21 May 1815. According to 1830 census data, he was living in Vestal,
Broome County, New York with his wife, Lozina
and one daughter under the age of five.
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A group of thirteen families traveled from Monroe
County, New York to Michigan. There is a sign near
where they settled which says “Rochester Colony
1836.” It is thought that Silas Parks, his wife Elizabeth (Betsy Brown) and their two sons were part
of this group. By 1840, they were living in Clinton, Michigan and it was during this time that their
younger son Peter was kidnapped by the Indians.
Peter was taken into the home of the Indian Chief
and later took his name, Jim Fisher. It was years before he discovered the truth of his birth and by then
he was a grown married man. His descendants have
retained the name of Fisher.
Silas and Elizabeth were the parents of twelve children and moved to Bennington, Shiawassee County
where Elizabeth died in 1858. She and their son,
Leonard are buried in Howard Cem., Bennington
Twp, Shiawassee County. Later that year, Silas married Philena Currier Hill, a widow, and had two more
children. The family moved to Iosco, Livingston
County, and later to Grand Blanc, Genesee County.
Silas died at Burton, Genesee County and is buried
at Evergreen Cemetery, Grand Blanc, Michigan.
His wife Philena and son Freddie are also buried at
Evergreen Cemetery.
Two of Silas Parks brothers have been traced. Peter
Glick Parks, born about 1807, and Loudon H. Parks,
born about 1802, but the earlier ancestry is still
a mystery. Silas and Peter Parks are found under
LK=CU, while Loudon is under LK=IO. They have
been the subject of several newsletter articles. For
more complete information on this family, please
check with Missing Links Ed. Jean Churchill
PS#934. Email at sdtjs2001@yahoo.com.g

Ralph Emerson Parks (LK=WQ)
by Jean Churchill, PS#394
Ralph Emerson Parks was born on 2 December
1869 in Taylor, Cortland County, New York. He was
the son of Calvin Elson (3WQ) Parks and Caroline
Fuller. He and his siblings grew up on their parent’s
farm and attended school in DeRuyter. After graduation, Ralph continued his education at a business
college, then taught school for two years before taking employment with a local railroad office.
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Then, in 1894, Calvin Elson Parks and some of his
family, including Ralph, moved to Justice Precinct 2,
Harris County, Texas. Calvin and Ralph acquired a
large acreage of farmland and became involved with
truck gardening. Ralph, as a single man, became a
responsible part of the family unit. It was he who
gave the death certificate information when his
father died. It is interesting to note that while he
knew the name of Calvin’s father, he did not know
his birthplace nor anything about Calvin’s mother, so
evidently there had not been a lot of interest in family history. His stepmother, Flora continued to live
with Ralph until her death in 1922.

mother died several years before the move to Texas.
She is buried in Union Valley Cemetery, Cortland,
NY.
Ralph was the 4th generation of the missing link
fragment lineage WQ. The first known ancestor
of this line is James (1WQ1) Parks born 1780 in
Connecticut. DNA results have determined that this
line belongs with Robert MA1630 but researchers
are still searching for the paper trail connection. For
more information please contact either Kimberly
Parks PS#1423 or Jean Churchill, Missing Links
Ed., at sdtjs2001@yahoo.com.g

Lineage Key Catalog–part 12
by Society staff

Starting with Vol. 45, No. 1 of the Newsletter, we’ve
been publishing the Society’s 300+ Lineage Key
Catalogue, including data as to the founder and other
details for the general information of Society members.

Ralph Emerson Parks

By this time he had become very involved in the
financial and commercial community of Pasadena.
The Pasadena State Bank was organized in 1919
with Ralph serving as president. This successful
institution flourished under his conservative business
acumen. He was devoted to the community becoming its first mayor when Pasadena was incorporated
in January 1924. He was known for his unselfish
interest in the welfare of the local population.
Ralph was a member of the Baptist denomination
and also the Masons, being a member of the Arabia
Temple Shrine in Houston. Ralph died 4 July 1937
at Pasadena, Harris County, Texas. He is buried at
Crown Hill Cemetery near his father and stepmother.
This is the oldest cemetery in Pasadena. Ralph’s
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As most Society members know, we keep track of
the various Park/e/s lines by assigning them individual lineage keys. A lineage key consists of one
or two letters like A, JJ, or RX. When new members join the Society, we try to see if their Park/e/s
ancestry matches any existing lineage key. If not,
we create a new key. Some lineage keys represent
immigrant lines, but often they represent fragment
lines: for example, Park/e/s who suddenly appear in
Ashton, Ohio, with no reference to where they came
from or to whom they are related.
In the course of our work, either through identification of matching individuals, or via DNA evidence,
we might discover that a fragment line is actually
part of another line, either fragment or immigrant.
When that happens, with positive identification, the
one line is merged or consolidated into the larger or
earlier line, and all group sheets and related materials are relabeled with the new lineage key. Line
mergers are indicated in the narrative.
Not all lines have Society members in them, and
not all members are active in the Society. The word
“represented” following the lineage key in the
continued on p. 26
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Only one known child:

Lineage Key Catalogue, Part 12
cont’d from p. 25

description indicates that a current member belongs
to that line. Where children are listed, if the name
is in boldface, then we have descendants from that
child; otherwise, we know nothing further. The word
“DNA” appears after the lineage key if the line has
had DNA testing.
The following keys have been published to date: all
single-letter keys (Vol. 45, No. 1 through Vol. 46,
No. 1), double-letter keys AA-ZZ and AX through
ZX (Vol. 46, No. 2 through Vol. 47, no. 2), AY-IY
(Vol. 47, No. 3), JY-PY (Vol. 48, No. 1), QY-ZY
(Vol. 49, No. 1). Further Lineage Keys will appear in
subsequent issues of the Newsletter.

AZ

Josiah Heritage Park (ca 1815-17, NJ
– 1885, NJ) m. Martha A. Morris, ca.
1853/54 (ca 1835 – 1891); eight children.
Perhaps other children.
CZ

Lineage Key not currently in use. Formerly,
this key was used to describe 01CZ1 Russell Parke (1776 – 1851), m. Martha Hopkins, ca. 1802, and who is now classified as
01CW33.

DZ

Laban Parks (ca. 1805, OH – 1850 or 1886,
OH) (Represented) m. (1) Nancy Osman, m.
(2) Ada Brumely, m. (3) Martha Cox Cole
(1821,VA – 1887, OH), 1848, Adams Co.,
OH. No information concerning issue of first
and second marriages, all children known
are from the third and final marriage.

Abner (IAZ1) Parks (bef. 1800 – ????)
(Represented) m. Ann M. (Unknown), by
1820/21. One child shown (as listed below).
Because we have information on the preimmigrant, this line is named and called by
that individual. May be an immigrant line.

Source materials: lineage papers and correspondence of descendant members.
Six known children:
Sarah (Sally) Keziah Parks (ca. 1849
– 1913, OH) m. James Duncan Gregory
(1844-1917) ca. 1872, Adams Co., OH;
three children known, surnamed Gregory.

Source materials: lineage papers and correspondence of descendant member.

Alice Parks (1855, OH – 1940, OH) m.
Jacob Swain Wolfe (1851-1928), date
and place unknown. One child known,
perhaps others.

Only one known child:
Anna Maria Parks (ca 1821, NJ – 1878,
IN?) m. William Marcus Gillespie, 1846
in Westerville, OH. Eleven children
claimed, only four are named, surnamed
Gillespie.
Perhaps other children.
BZ

Benjamin Park (bef. 1800 – ????) (Represented) m. Unknown, by 1817. One
child shown, most likely others. This early
generation has very little information; it gets
better in the second and subsequent generations.
Source materials: lineage papers and correspondence of descendant member.
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Other children include Robert W., James
W. (Blue Eyes), Nora, and M. Grant
Parks.
EZ

Robert Park (immigrated 1763-1764 to
South Carolina) (Represented) m. Mary
Luncy, 1761 in Belfast, Antrim Province,
Ireland. One child known, perhaps others.
This is an immigrant line.
Source materials: lineage papers and correspondence of descendant members. A pamphlet, The Original Genealogy of the James
Park Family, 1929, compiler unknown (23 +
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iv); Early Settlers of Sangamon Co., Illinois,
compiler not listed.

Known children - First Marriage:
Daniel Parks (1816, NC - ????) m. Mary
A. (Unknown) (1823 - ????); five children.

One child known:
John Park (1762, Ireland – 1853, Sangamon Co., IL) m. Sarah Mayben 1785,
Chester Co., SC. Eight children.

Two other children supposedly born to
this union but thus far un-named.
Known children - Second Marriage:

Perhaps other children.
FZ

Wilson Park (1775, NC – 1813,GA) (Represented) m. Hannah Milligan, bef. 1799.
Moved from NC to GA. There is confusion
as to marriage and birthdates of the subsequent children.

Eliza Parks (1832, IN – 1922, MO) m.
Beverly Shannon (1827-1857) (male),
1852, Dekalb Co., MO. Three children,
surnamed Shannon, only one of which is
known by name.

Source materials: lineage papers and correspondence of descendant members. R. J.
Parks, Russell Jones Park – Sarah Morticia
Stokes and their descendants (1930).

Mary Polly Parks (1837, IN - 1902, MO)
m. 1854, Harvey Richard Truex; nothing
further known.

Nine children known:

HZ

Baptist Park (Probably 1800, NC –
1853, GA) m. Fanny (Frances) Chandler
(ca. 1800 – bef. 1850) in 1821, at Jackson Co., GA. Had at least one daughter,
perhaps more.
John J. Park b. 1799, m. Cynthia Perry,
1822. Twelve children.

Source materials: lineage papers and correspondence of descendant member.

Other children were Robert; William,
who married a Potts; Wilson, who married a Pendally; James; Hannah m. Sam
Carithers; Elizabeth m. Lemuel Swan;
and Russell Jones Park m. Sarah Morticia
Stokes, and had known issue.
GZ

Nathaniel Parks (1785, NC - ????) (Represented) m. (1) Unknown, m. (2) Rebecca
(Unknown) (1805, NC-????) before 1832.
For the first marriage, we only have the
name of one of the three children and two
known children of the second marriage.
Source materials: lineage papers and correspondence of descendant member, subsequent Census work.

Margaret Parke (1737 – 1810, PA) (Represented) m. Capt. John Rutherford (1737, PA
– 1804, PA) 1762. Fragment female lines are
often the most difficult to trace, unless one
stumbles on some record showing a parent
living with them. It is believed that Margaret’s father was named John, but nothing
further is known. Thus far we have had no
other traces on Margaret.

Nine children known, surnamed Rutherford:
Martha Rutherford (1765, PA – 1849,
OH) m. Capt. James Collier (1752, PA –
1844, OH) 1787, Dauphin Co., PA. Had
issue.
Other children include Jane, Thomas,
Samuel, Mary, John, and William Rutherford. Some marriage data and dates are
known, but nothing more.
IZ

James Andrew Park (1797, TN – 1858,
MO) (Represented) m. Roxana Gillean (ca.
1815, AL - ????, MO), 1842, AL. She married secondly John Chandler and had children by that marriage also. Seven children
continued on p. 28
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known. William appears to have spent entire
life in the Chemung Co., NY area.

Lineage key catalogue, part 12
cont’d from p. 27

Source materials: lineage papers and correspondence of descendant member.

known to the Park-Gillean marriage. No
Group Sheets have been supplied so other
than what was on the Lineage Application,
we do not know family details of the second
and later generations.

Children of William.
Sanford Parks (ca. 1828, NY – 1902,
NY) m. Lucinda Avery (1839 – 1884)
1844. Five children.

Source materials: lineage papers and correspondence of descendant member.

Other children were: Florence m. Edward
James McCann; Joseph Parks; Millie
m. John Squire Clark; Sarah m. Michael
Pearce; and John Parks.

There were seven children:
David Franklin Park (1845, MO – 1930,
OK) m. Sarah Jane Clements, 1867,
Crawford Co., MO. Had issue but details
unknown.
Other children were: Harriet, Malinda,
Samuel, Rebecca, Robert, and Jane.
JZ

Robert Park (ca. 1750, Ire. – 1795, Philadelphia, PA) (Represented) m. Mrs. Jane
(Bailey) Jackson, widow of Capt. Jackson
(ca. 1749, Ire. – 1831, Cambria Co., PA) ca.
1775, Ballywalter, County Down, Ireland.
Lineage is nicely written up. This is an immigrant line.
Source materials: lineage papers and correspondence of descendant members, Stephenson, Parke Family in America Manuscript,
Arms and White, History of Indiana Co., PA.
Four children:
John Park (surveyor) (1776, Ire. – 1844,
PA) m. Mary Lang (1783 – 1864) 1807,
Franklin Co., PA MO. Had nine children.
Other children were: Mary Park who
married Nimian Cochran; Ann Park who
married John Linton; and Elizabeth Park
who married John Agnew.

KZ
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William Parks (ca. 1790, NY – 1863, NY)
(Represented) m. (1) Unknown; m. (2)
Ann (Unknown) sometime before c. 1828.
This documentation. Six children known,
but other than some spouse names little is

LZ

Richard Parks (ILZ1) (ca. 1640, Eng –
1726, Eng) (Represented) m. Alice Fell,
1661 England. Of their six children only
Richard (01LZ1) is known to have come to
the Colonies. This is an immigrant line.
Richard Parks (01LZ1), a Cordwainer
(1672, Eng. – 1733, Chester Co., PA), m. (1)
Ellin Shires, 1699, Yorkshire, Eng. There is
no known issue from this union. He m. (2)
in 1713, at Philadelphia, PA, Mrs. Susanna
(Watson) Carleton, widow of Mark Carleton.
There were five children by this marriage.
Source materials: lineage papers and correspondence of descendant members. Albert
Cook Myers, Quaker Arrivals at Philadelphia, research journals of Nancy P. Speers,
Friends Historical Library, Swarthmore, PA.
Hinshaw, Encyclopedia of American Quaker
Arrivals, Futhey and Cope, History of Chester Co., PA.
Children of Richard Parks and Susanna
(Watson) Carleton:
Benjamin Parks (ca. 1724, PA – aft.
1790, PA) m. Barbara Millard, 1752,
Berks Co., PA; ten children.
Other children were: Samuel Parks, Richard Parks, who m. (1) Mary Vernon, m.
(2) Sarah Painter; Susanna Parks, m. John
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MZ

Chandler, and John Parks, who married
Sarah (Varnum) Low.

Benjamin F. Parkes (1886, MO – 1968)
m. Lillie Berry.

Samuel Waitstill Parkes (1808, NC –
1894, MO) (Represented) m. (1) Mary/
Matilda Jones (1810 – 1875), before 1829
probably NC; m. (2) Abigail Selby/Silby
(various spellings seen) (1855, MO – 1918,
MO) 1877. Thought to be of the Thomas of
Virginia, LK=C line; need appropriate DNA
subject to disprove such a connection.

Ann Barbara Parkes (1884 – 1964), m. J
Large Thompson.

Source materials: lineage papers and correspondence of descendant member, census
analysis.

Lavinia Malinda Parkes (1882 – 1892),
died young.
NZ

Lineage Key not currently in use. Formerly,
this key was used to describe 01NZ1 Joseph
L. Park (1827, PA – 1893, MO), m. Rebecca
A. Showalter, 1850, PA, and who is now
classified as 05KY11.

OZ

Lineage Key not currently in use. Formerly,
This key was used to describe 01OZ1
Samuel Park (1773, VA – 1845, VA), m.
Susannah Ruckman, ca. 1800, VA, and who
is now classified as 05K17.

PZ

John Parks (1782, NC – 1847, MS) (Represented) m. Martha “Patsy” Felts (1792.
NC – ????, MS), 1809 in NC; four children
known, there may be others.

Children by first marriage:
James Tolbert Parkes (1829, NC –
1880, MO) m. Abigail Hale, 1849, Moniteau Co., MO; six children.
Rachel Elizabeth Parks (1831 – 1919), m.
Peter Franciscan Musick, nothing further
known.
Clarissa Jane Parkes b. 1833, MO, married a Langford.
John Waitstill Parkes, Jr. (1842 – 1909),
m. Mary (Polly) Ann Dean.
Henry Sylvester Parkes, b. 1844, m.
Emeline Larramore.
Harriet Ann Parkes, b. 1848, m. Samuel
Richardson.
Other children are Martha Emaline
(1835, MO – 1860); Thomas Simpson, b.
1840, MO;.
Children by second marriage:

Source materials: lineage papers and correspondence of descendant members, census
analysis.
Four children known:
Willis/Wiley Parks (ca. 1816, NC – ????)
m. Mary A. Dickerson (1819, AL – 1869,
MS); one child known to this union.
James Monroe Parks (1818, TN – 1895,
TX) m. (1) Jane Hannah Margarette
Young (1830, AL – 1859, MS), 1845 in
MS, five children known. M. (2) Martha
Jane Amos/Amis (1838, MS – 1909, TX),
1869, one child known.

Ambrose Parkes, d. 1951, married three
times, one child known by his second
marriage.

William Foster Parks (1829, TN – 1904,
MS) m. Martha Parthnia Sinclair (1836,
AL – 1880, MS), eleven children.

Samuel Wakefield Parkes (1880, MO
– 1954) married twice, first wife was
Maude Rey, nothing further known.

Sarah Rebecca Parks (1833, TN – 1883,
TX) m. Jesse B. Harding (1827, TN –
bef. 1880, MS) m. 1850 in MS. 8 children known, surnamed Harding.
continued on p. 30
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Parks (ca. 1823 – 1852) m. Lynden Lowe
1841); Marion Parks, m. Clement H.
McDonald, 1849, IN; Meredith Parks, b.
1829, IN; and Minerva Parks, b. ca. 1835,
m. William M. Kellams 1875.

Lineage key catalogue, part 12
cont’d from p. 29

Based on DNA evidence we believe this
line is connected to the Thomas of Virginia,
LK=C.
Lineage Key WS has been merged into this
line, 1WS1 = 2PZ3, William Foster Parks,
represented by PS#981, deceased.
QZ

SZ

Andrew Parks (ca. 1849, NS – 1925, NS)
m. Henrietta Marshall (1862, NS – 1886),
probably in Nova Scotia. Four children
known. This family appears to have stayed
in Nova Scotia.

We have some information concerning the
parents of Lewis Park, but not much. His father’s name was either a “J” or a “D” Parke.
His mother was Jane Mason. Both were born
in OH. Lewis supposedly also had three
brothers, Harvey or Hervey, Al, and Judson.

Source materials: lineage correspondence of
non-member.

Source materials: lineage papers and correspondence of descendant member.

Four children known:

Children:

Alice Verada Parks (1884, NS – 1954)
m. Wilbert Manning Armstrong (1875,
NS - 1960, NS) 1902 NS. Had eleven
children surnamed Armstrong.

William Demetrius Parke (1895, WA –
1978, WA) m. (1) Susan Bell Davidson
(1897, WA – 1971, CA), 1916, WA; m.
(2) Nora Poll Freedman. He had two children by Davidson; there is no Elizabeth
Mason, had issue, surnamed Hazlett.

Other children are: Leslie B. Parks who
married a Lucy C. (Unknown). Nothing
further is known. Ira Parks, and Minnie
Parks (1886, NS – 1968), who married
Wesley Graves.
RZ

John Park(s) (ca. 1800 – by 1846, IN)
(Represented) m. Nancy Barr (ca. 1795,
PA – ????) 1818 in Nicholas Co., KY. Six
children known.
Source materials: lineage papers and correspondence of descendant member.
The six known children:
Catherine Park (ca, 1820, IN – by 1846,
IN) m. Meredith E. Marlett (ca. 1820,
NC – ca. 1905, AR) 1838, in Orange Co.,
IN. Three children. He later remarried a
Nancy McDonald and had seven more
children (not Park).
Other children were Robert Parks (b. ca.
1821, IN) , married Eliza Rich; Miranda
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Lewis Marion Park 02SZ4 (1850, MO –
1910, WA) (Represented) m. Clara Almira
Maynard (1861, TX – 1939, WA) in 1877.
Two known children.

Lily Roxanny Parke (1884, WA – ????)
married Frederich McDonald in 1900.
Nothing further known.
TZ

James Parks (ca. 1780, MD – Aft. 1861,
OH) (Represented) married Elizabeth Davis
(ca. 1782, NJ – b. 1860, OH) ca. 1801/02.
Eight children.
Source materials: lineage papers and correspondence of descendant member.
Children:
David Parks (1802 – 1891) m. 1824 in
OH, Sarah Sally Jones, six children.
Jonathan Davis Parks (1806 – 1877)
m. 1827 in OH, Rosanna Foraker, nine
children.
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John B. Parks (ca. 1815 – 1874) m.
Annis Alean Gilliland 1838 PA; five
children.
Other children (surnamed Parks) are
James, Jr. (1812 – 1882) m. Elizabeth
Arters; Joseph (1818 – 1894), m. Margaret Bigley; Elizabeth (1810 – 1888),
m. Samuel Arters; Rachel (ca. 1806 –
b1861) m. Carlisle Bright; and Thomas
B. (1821 – 1886), m. Belinda Nesselrood.
All the children had issue.
There appears to be a DNA tie-in to Lineage
Keys “Z”, “EV”, and “LQ.”g

Corrections
In Vol. 47#1, page 14, Lineage Key PP was incompletely presented. Here is the corrected entry:
PP

James Parks of PA (1805 PA - PA? )
(Represented) m. Rachel White, daughter of
Amos C. and Elizabeth (Unknown) White.
A brief note from the member says that the
family was from Connecticut, David Parke
#13, an earlier Historian, opined that this
might be a possible descendant of Edward
Parks (LK= H) of Connecticut. However
no evidence or reasoning was presented for
these comments. Member never supplied
complete documentation, nothing further is
known.
Known children:
Rebecca Frances Parks (1841, NY –
1923), who married William Summers
Wheeler (1834 – 1906) of Huntington,
CT. Had issue.
Harry Jeremiah Parks (1848, NY –
1927, CA), who married Madgie Leander
in 1876.
Source materials: fragmentary information
on member’s lineage application.
PS#253R: no active members on this line.g
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In Memoriam
Ruth Emeline (Caner) Carrow, PS# 40, passed away
peacefully on Wednesday, 15 June 2011 in Mt.
Pleasant, Isabelle Co., MI, at the age of 93.
Born in Greenwood Township, Clare Co., Michigan
on 8 May 1918, she was the daughter of Marvin
Jerome and Eveline Lenora (Golson) Caner.
A graduate of Harrison High School, Class of 1936,
she married Wallace Jay Carrow on 23 October
1937. Ruth and Wallace farmed in Sheridan Township, Clare Co., for many years.
Her zest for life and interest in everyone and everything around her made her a joy to be with. She
traveled to historical sites with friends and family
and made some wonderful memories, but never tired
of hearing about the new discoveries others were
making. She was a member of the Clare United
Methodist Church and a very active DAR member
for many years and an early member of the Parke
Society (1971). Ruth’s family will always treasure
her memory and example.
Ruth is predeceased by her parents; Wallace, her
husband of 66 years; and a daughter, Joanne Kay.
Wallace and Joanne Kay passed away within two
days of each other in 2003.
Ruth is survived by her daughters Christine (Dale)
Cribb, and Gayla (John) Seiter (PS#161), six
grandchildren including Deanna (Greg) Meibeyer
(PS#484), thirteen great grandchildren and one
great-great grandchild.
Ruth Carrow was a 12th generation descendant from
Robert Parke (MA, 1630, Winthrop Fleet) through
his son Thomas (02T1), Nathaniel (03T4), Joseph
(04T31), LK=T, Chart 13.g

Got something to say?
Write it up and send it to
parkenews@csedl.org
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WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!
1593 Christine Ostermeier
Feversgan, ONT
Lineage is a new Fragment line of James
Parke, perhaps from Scotland around
1856. Estimated birth is 1838, death date
shown on application is 1910. Married,
before 1868, place unknown, Margaret
Reid, unknown birth date, died 1934.
Entered Canada via Quebec about 1856
[along with half of Scotland, per member]. Her line from James1 is Emmanuel2,
Emmanuel3, Kenneth Immanuel4, Jane
Ellen5 Parke to member6. LK=HN.
1594 Barbara A. Stokel
Jensen Beach, FL
Has an Arnold line all the way back to
the 17th century. She is in the belief that
there is a Parke Connection during the
Colonial times, with which we are in
probably agreement. The Park/e/s and
Arnolds were very close during that
period, and we believe that perhaps one
of the un-surnamed wives was indeed an
Arnold. At this time she has no assigned
Lineage Key.
1595 Dr. Melvin William Park

1596 Stephen E Parks
San Diego, CA
Lineage is Thomas of Virginia 1728
through his son John (02C1), who married Mary Sharp, LK=C. The line is
Thomas1, John2, John3, Henry4, John5,
Thomas6, William Henry7, William Roscoe8, Gordon Isaac9, to member10.
1597 Lawrence P. Parks
Worcester, MA
Lineage is Richard 1635 through his son
Richard (02R1), LK=R, Chart 1. Line is
Richard1, Richard2, Richard3, Ephraim4,
Josiah5, Emerson6, Alfred Emerson7,
Frank Emerson8, Arthur Francis9, Arthur
Francis10, Lawrence Emerson11, to
member12.g

Have you renewed?
Check the date on your envelope.
Don’t miss the next issue!

Atlanta, GA
Lineage is Roger of West Jersey1682,
LK=K. Line is Roger1, John2, John3,
Moses4, John5, Isaac6, John Sloan7, John
Edgar8, Rev’d. Dock Edward9, to member10.

The next editorial due date is
June 1, 2013
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There is no king who has not had a slave
among his ancestors, and no slave who has
not had a king among his.
—Helen Keller
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