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Genealogy is built on names, dates, places,
and narrative (what our ancestors did and
accomplished, what sort of people they
were). Unfortunately, all four markers for
our ancestors are subject to a lot of indeterminacy. If you find one date, you will
most likely find another, even two or three
dates for the same event. Birth and even
surnames can also be problematic because your ancestor may not have liked a
given birth name (perhaps even despised
it), or changed the spelling of a surname
(think of Park, Parke, Parks, and Parkes).
They may have had it legally changed, or
more likely just went by another name
throughout their whole life. Census takers recorded their own spellings. Life narratives could be a mix of actual fact, or
speculation, or just plain fantasy. Often no
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one is available who can give you the real
scoop. Moreover, anything written can be
biased and somewhat more subjective than
objective.
So what do we do? The principle rule of
professional genealogists is to do an exhaustive search in order to obtain a preponderance of evidence which will point
the way to what is probably the truth. I say
“probably” because one can never be truly
sure. And it gets cloudier still the further
back you go in time.
But for most of us this is a hobby, not a
job: we don’t earn a living by doing genealogical research for others. Yet this
shouldn’t give us an excuse to be careless.
In all our family genealogical work we need
to take care, and do our due diligence in
determining what the truth is.
Of the four markers concerning our ancestors, place names (location) constitute
probably by far the biggest headache in
getting our ancestors’ true picture. The
problem arises because place names have
often changed over the past 300 years.
Counties were split, land was traded from
one jurisdiction to another, boundaries
were altered politically (or even geologically, as when a river changes its course).
continued on p. 39
continued on p.35
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Doing Genealogy: Location, Location, Location
cont’d from p. 37

What maps show today may be completely
different from what was on a map in the
period being studied.
With these issues in mind, the question is
how far do we need to go, in words used
by CPAs in their audit opinions, to “fairly
present” the facts of life for our ancestors?
That is the decision that you need to make.
“Just how accurate can I be as a family
genealogist in specifying locations for the
various life events and happenings?” Let’s
be clear: event and life locations really are
a necessity in doing genealogy. Without
them, our ancestors have no more life in
them then in the name and dates on a
tomb stone (which in itself, may not be correct).

matters here, so be mindful of the correct
designation. They routinely ignore those
changes.)
Many people start with today’s highway
maps, both those published commercially,
and those provided by the various state
transportation departments. But again,
beware, they do not tell you the full story,
and indeed may be pretty deficient
Older highway maps, like those what were
once provided by the major brand gas stations, were pretty good in showing most

The basic rule is always to describe the location of a particular event, or place where
your subject lived in terms of its name and
designation at the time of the event: not
as it is known today, but as it was known
then. The current day designation can and
probably should be included in a foot or
reference note in your materials. But the
key is “as it was known then.”
The main reason for this sort of precision
is accuracy of our work. Others will rely
on it; we really don’t want to send them
on wild goose chases by giving inaccurate
locations. Precision in placing your ancestors can also help prevent confusing ancestors with similar names. It is not unusual
to have two or more John Park/e/s in
the same area. Overlooking specific place
names in the relevant period is a common
source of error.
We also need to be aware of when jurisdictions changed their status. For example,
West Virginia came into existence on June
20, 1863—that is, during the Civil War.
Prior to that very specific date, counties
now in West Virginia were a part of Virginia. There are numerous other examples
of this issue. (Ancestry.com doesn’t help
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roads and every little village or hamlet,
and are generally more helpful in locating
places. I have always favored maps provided by Texaco from the mid 60s to the mid
70s. They very detailed but also very readable. They are good sources of information.
Don’t throw away your old maps.
So how do we go about getting precision in
place/location names?
continued on p. 40
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Doing Genealogy: Location, Location, Location
cont’d from p. 39

USGS on-line store site. You can get these
maps in hard copy or electronic form.

•

Get to know the areas, which may take
some digging in sources. While original
documents may give a location, that is
not always the case.

•

Review all applicable federal census
records for your ancestor, and while
you are at it, check to see if there are
any state census records, often taken in
between the federal censuses. They will
be of great help in finding the precise
location of where your ancestor resided.

•

There are numerous on line resources.
You just have to be able to locate them.
Head towards Cyndi’s List of genealogical sites on the Internet (www.cyndislist.com). On the opening screen click
on Categories, then scroll all the way
down to Maps & Geography. There are
a number of sub-categories for browsing, including many links to on-line
historical maps and gazetteers.

At some point in your genealogical pursuit
you will probably want to actually visit the
relevant sites that your ancestor inhabited.
There is no better way to get a feel for the
area, or to know what went on there than
to actually walk the walk. Plan your visit. If
there is a library with a local history room,
put that on your schedule. Check for local
historical societies. Call ahead to make
sure they’ll be open, and to perhaps schedule an appointment to see what they have,
and to peruse their holdings. Don’t skimp
on your time. It will be well worth your efforts. Here are some things to look for.
•

Sanborn Fire Insurance risk maps,
created for many cities throughout the
US are detailed maps of all the buildings and structures existing at the
time that the map was created. Their
purpose was to provide Fire Insurance
companies with detailed information
in order to properly assess the insurance risks involved and to appropriately
price their insurance coverage. Beginning in 1867, Daniel Alfred Sanborn’s
company mapped over 12,000 cities
and villages, well into the 20th century.
Here in Milwaukee, the Public Library
holds a complete set of the maps for the
city and surrounding suburbs. In some
cases they were actually updated with
pasted on changes. It was interesting
for me to note that our house (built in
1900-1901) actually had a “detached
garage” built at the same time as the
house. I doubt it was used as a stable,
it was probably built for the acquisition
of an early “horseless carriage”. (Our
house had quarters on the third floor
for domestic help. The first owners of
this place were not poor.)

•

Also look for platt maps. These may
be found in the library or more likely
in the Register of Deeds office in the
County Courthouse. Again these will
give detailed information as to the
ownership of platted lands within the
County, and from there you can, if you

At this point you should pretty much be
able to determine the state, county/parish,
and locality (township, village, borough)
of the place of residence or event, which
should be your standard for accurately
placing your subject person. Of course,
you can always try to go further, and there
are lots of resources for doing just that.
Browse the various resources noted on the
Cyndi’s List (see above). Be on the lookout
for County histories and gazetteers. These
popular publications were all the rage in
the latter part of the 19th and early 20th
centuries. While often considered “vanity”
books, they also describe in great detail the
geography and habitation of the county.
Surprisingly, USGS topographical maps
are still available for purchase. Once you
have zeroed in on a particular locality, you
might want to purchase the appropriate
map for that area to see the lay of the land
and various residences in the area. While
topo maps are regularly updated, historical
topo maps, which you would most likely
be interested in, are also available via the
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so desire, work your way through the
ownership records by examining the
Grantor-Grantee ledgers. Deeds were
recorded in total. You may be surprised
by what you find recorded in those old
deeds, such as secrets no one else has
mentioned. This takes time but it can
be great fun.
Do due diligence on location and place. Be
as precise as you can in describing where
your ancestor lived and where their life
events took place. You will be personally
rewarded by knowing that you have a better picture of your ancestor than before.g

From the President’s Desk
by Ken Parks, PS #1406

This has been a busy few weeks, but
things are beginning to settle down here.
Since moving out of Manhattan in 2012
after nearly forty years, we’ve lived in the
historic mill town of Lowell, Massachusetts
for the past three years, in a wonderful loft
apartment in an old converted mill with
one of Lowell’s many canals right outside
our windows. As much as we loved living in
New England, we recently moved full time
to a house in the New York Catskills we’ve
had as a weekend place for over twenty
years, and though there are still more than
a few boxes to unpack, we’re looking forward to making this our permanent home
as we head into our retirement years.

Annual Meeting

in

September

Details of our annual business meeting in
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania can be found in
a separate article here in the newsletter.
No additional events are planned for this
meeting, but any members wishing to attend are, as usual, welcomed and the area
offers many attractions to make the trip
worthwhile.

NERGC Conference
Last April, Father Michael (Tad) Parks
PS#425H and I once again attended the
conference sponsored by the New England Regional Genealogical Consortium
(NERGC), held this year in Providence,
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Rhode Island. As in the past, we manned a
table at the conference’s Society Fair promoting the Parke Society. Both through
the Society Fair and other avenues, we
made contact with several attendees with
Park/e/s ancestry, in addition to attending presentations on a variety of interesting
genealogical topics. The next conference
is scheduled for 2017 in Springfield, Massachusetts and I would encourage anyone
with an interest in New England ancestry
or genealogy in general to attend, as the
conferences are always well run with topnotch speakers from all over the country.
For more information as it becomes available, visit their website at: www.nergc.org

OGS DNA Workshop

in

Toronto

Through our Park/e/s DNA project, a few
years ago I found a genetic cousin who
lives in Ontario, Canada. He alerted me
some months ago about a one-day workshop on DNA testing for genealogists sponsored by the Toronto branch of the Ontario
Genealogical Society (OGS) to be held in
June, asking if I’d like to attend so we
could meet in person. I immediately made
plans to do so, and noticed on the OGS
website that they were calling for speakers for the workshop. I presented a proposal about Y-DNA testing and surname
projects and was accepted as a speaker.
Not only did I have the pleasure of meeting my distant cousin, Don Parkes, whose
great grandfather Samuel Parkes came
to Canada from Ireland in the 1860s, but
met many wonderful people at this wellorganized workshop held in the impressive
facilities of the North York Central Library.
In addition to my Parkes cousin, I was
approached by at four attendees who had
Park/e/s in their family tree from different
lineages!

Family

reunions

Summer is a busy time for family reunions,
and if your Park/e/s family is planning
one, please let our editor know well in
advance so we can promote the event here
in the newsletter as well as on our website.
As I write this, I’m preparing to hit the road
continued on p. 42
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From the President’s Desk
cont’d from p. 41
in a few days to attend a Parks reunion
in Chattanooga, Tennessee for a branch
of the LK=LQ Parks lineage. Though not
genetically related to this Tennessee Parks
family, I look forward to meeting lots of
Parks “cousins” who will be celebrating
the recent publication of “Our Parks Family in America: Joseph and Ruth Parks of
East Tennessee and Their Descendants”
by Janet Parks, who we’ll be welcoming as
a Parke Society member soon. For those
interested, the book is available for purchase online at www.lulu.com/shop/janetparks/our-parks-family-in-america/hardcover/product-22091647.html
A bit later in the year, I’ll be heading out
to Kansas for another reunion for descendants of Hugh Parks, Sr. LK=IP. Though
we haven’t yet found the connection, my
LK=AP Parks line is genetically related to
this family, most likely in North Carolina
sometime prior to the Revolution. We have
several Parke Society members from this
Hugh Parks family, and I’ll write more
about this gathering in a future issue.
Here’s wishing you all a terrific summer!

a

Impressions of the NERGC

by (Fr.) Michael (Tad) Parks+, PS #425H
As mentioned in the From the President’s Desk article, President Ken Parks,
PS#1406, and I attended this year’s
NERGC conference in Providence, Rhode
Island in April. As usual, it was a fantastic genealogical experience (although after
three days, one does need a small break).
The New England Regional Genealogical
Conference is a big deal. While many of the
topics focus on New England concerns, a
vast majority of the sessions are on techniques and methods of properly doing genealogical research. The presenters are all
top notch well known experts in their areas
of concern.
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The 2015 conference had nearly 1000
participants, presenters and vendors in
attendance. It was an excellent facility with
plenty of space to accommodate so many
people. The subject matter varied by day
with each of the three days having several
“tracks” that could be followed. Sample
tracks were “Skill Building,” “Records,”
“Military Research,” and “Technology.” In
all, nineteen different tracks were held during the three days, with usually five sessions during the day for each of the tracks.
Sometimes it was really hard to decide
which sessions you wanted to go to!
I went to a couple of the Technology sessions: one on apps for your smart phone,
and another on using Evernote to organize
your research notes. One of the outstanding speakers (out of the many) was Judy
Russell, JD, CG, who has a very useful
blog “The Legal Genealogist.” It is amazing, considering that she is on the road
so much, that she’s still able to post daily
good, substantive articles to her blog. I
think I went to each of her presentations.
George Findlen, from my back yard in
Madison, Wisconsin gave an interesting
session on “Using Canon Law to Understand Catholic Parish Registers.” As a
priest, and having been introduced to Canon Law (both Anglican and Roman) during
my studies, I was interested to learn that
often there is more to be gleaned from a
parish register than might meet the eye.
I did get one vote of validation from this
Conference. I have often said that I typically scrounge the Internet to see what I
can find when I am doing some digging on
our ancestors. I would expect that some
professional genealogists would look terribly askance at this sort of activity, but I
was happy to hear that a couple of the presenters do the same. The thing you need to
remember is that just because you find it
on the Internet doesn’t mean it’s right, but
you never know when someone will have
turned up a tidbit that had so far evaded
your own research.
I look forward to the 2017 event, which will
be held in Springfield, MA.g
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Gorham Parks: more of his story
by Ken Parks, PS #1406

After the publication of the biographical article about Gorham Parks (07R174) in the
last newsletter issue, I was pleased to hear
from a Society member, Elizabeth Davis
PS#1380, who is a direct descendant. She
added an interesting follow up to the story
of Gorham Parks who, in his capacity as
U.S. Consul in Rio de Janeiro in the 1840s,
removed several abusive ship captains at
the request of either passengers or crews
whose ships had arrived in the port at Rio.
It seems the grateful passengers of one
of those ships (unfortunately, the name
of the ship is not known) collected silver
coins which were given to Gorham Parks in
appreciation of his efforts on their behalf.
The coins were melted down and made into
two spoons, which have been passed down
in the family for generations and are now
in Mrs. Davis’s possession. She was kind
enough to send us a photograph of one of
the spoons, which accompanies this article. As the late radio commentator, Paul
Harvey, used to say, “And now you know
the rest of the story!”g

Rufus Parks (08R702) was born in Maine 9
April 1837, and was a career officer in the
U. S. Navy, serving as a paymaster in both
the Civil War and the Spanish-American
War. He retired with the rank of rear admiral. He married Aline Petty on 14 May 1877
in Norfolk, Virginia and died on 9 August
1913 in Jamestown, Rhode Island, and is
buried in Richmond, Virginia.

a

Historian’s Corner: on genealogical
executors

by (Fr.) Michael (Tad) Parks+, PS #425H
I wrote on this topic in the fall of 2006,
but a recent notice of death of a long time
member and researcher has made me
aware that we really need to touch on it
once again.
As I said back then, an incessant rhythm
exists in our world and in our lives. As
the seasons come and go, so does our life
move from youth to adulthood and into
the senior years. I enjoy this ever changing
seasonal pattern (they being much more
noticeable here in Wisconsin, than say, in
Arizona or Florida). They keep me from being bored with the weather, and serve as a
constant reminder that not all things will
remain the same.
And as I prepare for the winter by putting
down the flower beds, hanging the storm
windows and in general closing up for the
year; so also I need to be preparing for the
fall and winter of my life.

Correction:
After publication of the Gorham Parks
article in the last issue, I noticed an error
on my part. I inadvertently typed the wrong
year of death for Rufus Parks (08R702) and
the corrected passage should read as follows:
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Unfortunately, too many people put off that
important task, thereby leaving a lot of
puzzled survivors. Decisions will be made,
that may not have been the real desire of
the decedent. But without instructions,
what are the heirs to do?
This came startlingly to mind a few years
back when a close relative suddenly passed
away in his sleep at the age of 49. The
cause was cardiomegaly (enlargement of
the heart), and there had been no warning
continued on p. 44
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Historian’s Corner
cont’d from p. 43
whatever that there was any problem at
all. For much of the family, and a lot of his
friends this was an important wake up call
to see that our things are in order, be we
49 or 89.
It would be safe to state that our genealogical work is very important to each of
us. We probably have spent hundreds of
hours, if not dollars, writing letters, collecting documents and all the other things
that go into “doing” genealogy. For many of
us, this is a big investment of our time and
ourselves. The question I ask here is: What
will happen to our work, when something
happens to us?
I know all too many horror stories about
how “Aunt Mabel’s” family history stuff was
tossed out with the trash, because no one
realized just how important it was to her,
or perhaps to others in the family. In the
“settling of affairs” mode, genealogical work
papers are not usually viewed as an important asset. At least to those who get the
task of “cleaning out” the residence.
In the case at hand, this is the message
I received: “I checked with my sister and
she told me that we have gotten rid of most
[of our Aunt’s] papers. We only held onto
some photos in case her remaining relatives ever want them. Sorry we can't be
more helpful to the Parke Society.”
But it is important to us. So shouldn’t we
be doing something to protect our work, to
convey it to someone who will find it useful, and who will hopefully continue our
work? I think so, and it should be sooner
rather than later.
What is needed is a kind of “genealogical
executor”: someone similar to literary or
artistic executors appointed to look after
the cultural assets of authors, artists, and
composers after their demise. This practical matter can be arranged easily without
any cost; it will give you the comfort and
peace of mind knowing that your work and
efforts will not be for naught.
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I used to tell my tax clients—incessantly
it seemed—that they should be making
arrangements for “the eventualities.” We
all should have a will, a durable power of
attorney (separate ones for health concerns
and financial concerns), and a living will
or trust, so that our heirs will know our
wishes. These legal documents should be
drawn up with the help of appropriate legal
and accounting/tax counsel.
But there is an another document which
should be available to your successor(s).
That may be your “to be appointed” executor or personal representative, or it may be
someone else to whom you are close and
to whom will fall the immediate tasks upon
your demise. This is known as “The Instructions.” Mind you, this document does
not replace (or alter the provisions of) the
documents previously mentioned. It just
provides guidance until such time as your
will is indeed probated.
I have a set of Instructions. They cover a
multitude of items, tasks that need to be
handled following my demise, and before
anyone gets around to filing the will and
all that jazz. There is really nothing in The
Instructions which would materially affect
the probateable estate, but it does answer
an awful lot of vital questions.
For example, I have my funeral and burial
instructions all written out (and already
known to the appropriate clerical friends
who will be called upon). I am determined
that my funeral will be done in a more
traditional mode (no balloons, thank you!).
No one will have to ask or decide what to
do; it’s all set. I’ve even written my obituary and death notices, and told them what
papers it is to be published in. I want
those names to be right, and the relationships correct. But more importantly, for
the purposes of this article anyway, I have
dealt with the issue of my own genealogical
work.
In my particular case, I have a double
duty. Besides my own genealogical goodies, I have a very large amount of Society
materials, which must get back to the right
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place. So it was (and is) vitally important
that my “instructee” knows just what I am
talking about, and to whom the vital phone
calls need to be made. (The “callee” is also
aware and prepared too!) And it is not only
spelled out in The Instructions, but I have
physically pointed out exactly to what I am
referring. I’ve done everything I can to preserve my work, (and that of the Society).
So what about you? Have you thought
about what is to happen to your work?
Have you made provisions for its proper
disposition after you pass on? Please,
don’t make any assumptions here; you
can’t necessarily look to your children. To
be honest, it seems a bit unusual to find
offspring who are as truly interested in the
art of genealogy and family history as you
might be. Indeed, I have seen and heard
of cases where the children are actually
opposed to searching the family roots, for
fear that they might stumble on something
unpleasant.
Do your Instructions: make sure someone
who you trust, and who is capable of carrying out your wishes (this should imply
someone younger than you, and who is
physically mobile) knows where your genealogical work is, and to whom it is to go.
Physically point out the materials if need
be! Both to the heirs (read: spouse and/or
children, if any) and the “instructee.” And
make the potential receiver aware, so that
he or she can expedite the transfer.
After all, I truly believe that we all hold
onto genealogical data in trust for future
generations. It’s not really ours; we’re only
the researchers and assemblers. And as
good trustees of that deposit of knowledge,
we need to see that it is not lost.
One final note. As you survey your family
and friends, if you can’t find anyone who is
interested in taking on your work, don’t despair quite yet. There are other possibilities
and some better than others.
One is a local (or larger) genealogical/
historical society. But there are negatives
here. For the papers to be useful, they

have to be catalogued and indexed, something they might not be able or willing to
do without some sort of remuneration.
Once these are transferred, you need to
remember that they are their property, to
do with as they wish.
I would also like to let you know that the
Parke Society is very willing to receive your
genealogical work and papers. We guarantee that they will be kept intact and available for research and review. While our
main concern is, of course, the Park/e/s
ancestry, we are always interested in the
collateral lines.
The next step is yours. Please, before another day goes by, give consideration to
your efforts and accomplishments in genealogy over the years, and make some provisions for their safe keeping. Don’t let them
become just “so much trash”. Your papers
may bold the one key or link that others
are still striving for. Please do it for yourself and for the avocation of genealogy.

a

The Park/e/s DNA Surname Project
By Ken Parks PS#1406

I didn’t realize how long it’s been since I
devoted a separate article to the Parkes
DNA project, and it’s time to correct that
situation! Lots of developments happening
in the project, and the potential to solve
many Park/e/s brick walls has never been
greater.

Recent

breakthroughs

Though far from a comprehensive rundown
of all the breakthroughs we’ve encountered in the project, I do want to touch on
a couple to give members an idea of how
valuable DNA testing can be, in an effort to
encourage more of our lineages to become
represented in the DNA database.
continued on p. 46
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The Park/e/s DNA Surname Project
cont’d from p. 45
On June 6, I gave a presentation in Toronto at a one-day workshop on DNA for the
Toronto branch of the Ontario Genealogical
Society. My talk was aimed at beginners,
to introduce them to Y-DNA testing and
surname projects. I was initially alerted
to the DNA workshop by a genetic Parkes
cousin who lives in Ontario, and the workshop gave me an opportunity to meet him
in person.
While I spoke from my experience with the
entire Park/e/s project, I used my own genetic group as an example of how one can
begin with a brick wall ancestor (my ggg
grandfather, Henry Parks LK=AP) and no
matches, to finding more and more genetic
cousins whose test results, combined with
their lineage information, can give everyone
in our group a better idea of their common
origins, while suggesting avenues and areas of research that would likely not have
been discovered without the knowledge
gained from DNA testing.

My

genetic group

From only having matching results with
two known cousins recruited to the project
back in 2003, I finally had a close match in
2006 with another Parks line tracing back
from Indiana, through Kentucky, to an
ancestor who fought in the Revolution in
southeastern Pennsylvania.
Later, results from another lineage tracing back to an ancestor who fought in the
Revolution from North Carolina turned up
(Hugh Parks, Sr. LK=IP), and additional
testing by a fifth cousin of the original
participants revealed that the ancestral
DNA haplotypes of both Revolutionary War
participants were identical at 111 markers,
indicating a very close genetic connection
despite the distance in their locations at
the time of the war.
Another matching lineage (LK=GZ) with origins in Perquimans County, North Carolina
appeared with some evidence suggesting
an early Quaker heritage.
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As noted, we also found a connection in
Ontario, Canada, with that Parkes line
having a recent history of emigration from
Ireland in the 1860s, though no specific
location in Ireland was known.
Yet another matching result came from a
participant in the UK with different surname. As it turns out, further research
revealed the grandfather of the participant
to have been born out of wedlock, and
through a clerk’s error, the name of the
father was inadvertently included on the
birth registration as one Alexander Parks!
The grandfather in question was born in
1886 in County Armagh, Ireland. What
makes this result interesting is that this
participant and the Canadian Parkes participant mentioned above share two mutations with each other not found in the rest
of the group, indicating a closer common
ancestry with each other than with the rest
of the group. Combining the DNA results
with known lineage information gives us a
better idea of where in Ireland the Canadian immigrant came from, since we now
have a close DNA connection to County
Armargh. None of this would have been
possible without the knowledge obtained
by DNA testing.
Lastly, we have yet another, more distant
but still related, genetic match with another Canadian participant bearing the
Park surname who traces his lineage back
to Northern England, specifically Westmorland, to a Park ancestor born about 1700.
While the genetic distance suggests a
common ancestry to the rest of us further
back in time, it gives us some indication
that our common ancestry may have been
from that area, with a branch emigrating to
Northern Ireland, and perhaps to America,
from there.
While the connections between these lineages remains undiscovered at this time,
considering where we were in terms of
what we knew before DNA testing, we have
much more information than we could possibly have known otherwise. At some point,
I’m confident we’ll be able to at least make
some connections between the American
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lines, and may well be able to connect the
Canadian and UK cousins in County Armagh or nearby.

Georgia

connections and the big picture

Another genetic group is, I believe, on the
verge of a major breakthrough thanks to
the recent results of two Parke Society
members with similar roots in Georgia
(LK=RO and LK=SN). In the course of trying to discover how these two genetically
related lineages may connect, connections to many other fragment lines in their
genetic group are becoming clearer. This
group, which encompasses many lineages
(LK=Z/EV/IW/JN/LQ/RO/SN/SO/TZ)
may well turn out to be a spectacular success story for the use of Y-DNA testing.
Stay tuned for more developments!

Y-DNA

and beyond

Though our Park/e/s surname project
focuses on Y-DNA tracking of the direct
male Park/e/s lineages, many of our project members have taken advantage of our
reduced group rates to order other types of
DNA tests now available through FTDNA.
Many have ordered mitochondrial tests
(mtDNA) which track the direct maternal
lineage. This test can confirm relationships
in special cases, but is not as valuable as
the Y-DNA test, since mitochondrial DNA
does not mutate as frequently as does the
Y-chromosome, thus its information is
more useful for tracing the ancient origins of our maternal lineages. Both males
and females inherit their mother’s mtDNA
(though only females can pass it on to their
children) and can take this test.
Another test which has only been available
for a few years is the autosomal test (atDNA) which tests the other 22 pairs of chromosomes, plus the X chromosome found
on the 23rd pair. Several companies offer
this type of test, and FTDNA’s version of
this is called the Family Finder test. Anyone, male or female, can take this test and
it is useful for researching all your family
lines rather than just your direct paternal
or maternal lineages. This test will tell you
about connections to others you are relat-
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ed to within the last 5 or 6 generations (up
to about 5th, possibly 6th cousins). I must
confess I was slow to climb on the autosomal bandwagon, only taking a Family
Finder test a few months ago to familiarize
myself with it, and not really following up
on my matches until recently. I was inspired to look more closely at my matches
after some wonderful presentations on the
topic at the DNA workshop I attended in
Toronto, and I almost immediately made
contact with several cousins on three different family lines, including a 4th cousin
on my Parks line, giving me more detail
on that branch of the family than I had
discovered from my own research. While
our surname project continues to focus on
Y-DNA testing of Park/e/s individuals, I
would urge you all to take a look at atDNA
testing and how it might help your family
research.

Bigger

savings ahead

After some encouraging feedback from two
FTDNA reps at the NERGC conference in
April, I will soon be approaching FTDNA
formally with a proposal that could give
us a better price break on Y-DNA tests. As
some of you are aware, the company runs
periodic sales with prices reduced below
our usual group rates. These always spur
an increase in orders for the company,
but as a result of their success, it can also
swamp their lab’s ability to process those
tests in the usual timeframe. My proposal
will be to work with our Parke Society
members to line up a group of new tests
and recommended upgrades of existing
tests, then approach FTDNA about receiving that lower “sale price” at a time of year
when they’re not busy processing those
increased orders from the general sale
events. I see it as a win-win situation: we
get the reduced price and they get a block
of orders at a time when their lab is better
able to handle them. If this comes to pass,
we will post details here, and also on the
Society webpage and Facebook page, so
keep an eye out for news on this front.

continued on p. 48
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The Park/e/s DNA Surname Project
cont’d from p. 47

New

Park/e/s DNA ProjFTDNA

look for the

ect website at

We recently converted our project webpage
over to the new format provided by FTDNA, which is still in beta testing. One of
the best new features is a message forum
on the site for project members, which is
found by clicking on the “Activity Feed”
button on the left side of the project page.
Here project members can post messages
to other members, ask questions of other
members or the administrators in a convenient way. Non-project members can view
posts, but only members can post once
they’ve logged in to their FTDNA account.
The URL for the forum page is: https://
www.familytreedna.com/groups/park-e-s/
activity-feed
Finally, I would once again urge all members who belong to lineages not currently
represented in the DNA project to either
test themselves, if they are an eligible donor, or find a member of their family to do
so. As large as our project has become, we
still only have DNA representation of about
25% of the lineages in our Parke Society
database. If all, or nearly all, of those lineages had a genetic identity, we would be
able to learn so much more about which
lineages are genetically related. The information thus gained could lead to major
discoveries.
I cannot urge you strongly enough to make
sure your lineage is represented in the
DNA database. If you have any question
about whether it is, or related questions
about testing, please contact me at the
email address found here in the newsletter.
I simply don’t have the time to systematically go through our member database
and contact each unrepresented line, so
please give this some consideration in the
near future. And don’t forget our policy of
subsidizing half the cost of Y-DNA tests for
Parke Society members or persons testing
for a member. How can you resist a deal
like that?g
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Trustee Candidates

The Society believes that it is a good thing
for members to know the candidates who
are nominated, and to able to vote intelligently on the Proxy Ballot enclosed with
this Newsletter. Only two candidates are
up for two vacating seats. The following is
a brief description of the two nominees,
their history with the Society, and their
genealogical background.
Lu Etta Terock, PS#861, has been an
active member since 1988, and the Treasurer since 1995. She was first elected
as a Trustee in 2009, and is the CFO of a
mechanical contractor firm in Indiana. She
is a ninth generation descendant of the immigrant line Thomas of Virginia, LK=C. She
is being nominated for a continuing term
on the Board Trustees.
Robert Leon Parke, PS#755, has been an
active member since 1986, and a Trustee
since 1989. He is a retired Senior Manager
for Disney World, Florida. He is a twelfth
generation descendant of the Robert Parke
(of Winthrop Fleet) line through his son
Thomas Parke, LK=T, Chart 10, as well as
through Charts 3 and 15 and has actively
been working on the revision of Frank Sylvester Parks’s Genealogy of the Parke Family of Connecticut (1906) for several years.
He also has a line from Richard Parke of
Massachusetts through his daughter Isabel. He is being nominated for a continuing
term on the Board of Trustees.g

Got something to say? A family story to
share? A query? A footnote to an article? Advice? A good genealogical joke?
Write it up and send it to
parkenews@parke.org

The next editorial due date is
October 15, 2015
Parke Society Newsletter

Lineage Key Catalog–part 17
by Society staff

Beginning with Newsletter Vol. 45, No. 1,
we’ve been publishing the Society’s 300+
Lineage Key Catalogue, including data as to
the founder and other details for the general
information of Society members.
As most Society members know, we track the
various Park/e/s lines by assigning individual lineage keys of one or two letters like
A, or JJ or RX. We try to match new members’ Park/e/s ancestry with existing lineage
key. If not, we create a new key. Some keys
represent immigrant lines, others fragment
lines such as Park/e/s who suddenly appear
in Ashton, Ohio, with no reference to where
they came from or to whom they are related.
Sometimes, through identification of matching individuals, or DNA evidence, we discover
that a fragment line is actually part of another line. With positive identification, the line is
merged with the larger or earlier line, and all
group sheets and related materials are relabeled with the new lineage key. Line mergers
are indicated in the narrative.
Not all lines are represented by Society members, and not all members are active in the
Society. The word “represented” following the
lineage key in the description indicates that a
current member belongs to that line. Where
children are listed, if the name is in boldface,
then we have descendants from that child;
otherwise, we know nothing further. We also
indicaed when the line has had DNA testing.
The lineage keys published to date are: all
single-letter keys (Vol. 45, No. 1 through Vol.
46, No. 1), double-letter keys AA-ZZ and AX
through ZX (Vol. 46, No. 2 through Vol. 47,
no. 2), AY-ZY (Vol. 47, No. 3, Vol. 48, No. 1,
and Vol. 49, No. 1), AZ-ZZ (Vol. 49, No. 2 and
Vol. 50, No. 1), AW-TW (Vol. 50, No. 3 and
Vol. 51, No. 1). TW (corrected)-ZW, and AVFV (Vol. 51, No. 2).
Further Lineage Keys will appear in subsequent issues of the Newsletter.
Note: Corrections to LK=AV necessitate its
re-appearance; we continue with LK=GV.
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AV

Robert (0AV1) Parks (1789, KY –
1850, VA) (Represented) m. Polly
Ann Hardwick (1793, VA – 1840,
VA) 1809, Greenup Co., KY. Eight
known issue, perhaps more. There
is some conjecture that this line
relates to LK=CR.
Due to a recent new member, we
now have this line traced back one
further generation. For the time
being, we are numbering that new
generation as 0AV1 in order to avoid
having to re-enumerate the whole
Lineage Key. In this revision, we are
leaving the previous George Ballard
Parks data in place at its appropriate position
Source Materials: Lineage papers
and correspondence of descendant
member.
Children:
•

James Shelton (01AV3) Parks
(1810, VA – 1863, OH) married
Susannah Frasher (dates unknown) 1831, Lawrence Co., KY,
no issue known.

•

Micager (01AV4) Parks (1815,
VA – ?). Nothing further known.
(Could be Micajah)

•

George Ballard (01AV1) Parks
(1820, VA/KY – 1898, OR) (Represented) married Cynthia A.
Richardson (1826, IN – 1887,
WA) 1845 Tipton Co., IN.

•

Eleven children total. In some
places the middle name is noted
as Benton, or as B. W.
•

George Ballard (02AV10)
Park (1861, OR – 1922, WA),
married. Rebecca Elizabeth
Whiteley (1869, OR – 1944,
ID) 1888, Nez Perce Co.,
Idaho Territory; four children.
(PS#592R)

continued on p. 50
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•

•

Other children are Mary Ann,
b. 1876; William Wade, b.
1848; Robert H., b. 1849; Celia Jane, b. 1850; Charlotte
Ellen, b. 1851; Margaret Isabel, b. 1854; Caleb Andrew,
b. 1855; Elizabeth Ellen, b.
1856; James R, b. 1859, and
Flora Alice, b. 1869.

•

Charles Rice (01AV5) Parks
(1820, VA – 1911, OR), m. (1)
Margaret Buskirk (dates unknown) 1845, Wayne Co, VA; m.
(2) Cosby Lewis (dates, places
unknown) 1864, place unknown,
as is issue.

•

Joseph (01AV6) Parks (1822, VA
– ??); nothing further known.

•

Peggy (01AV7) Parks (1826, VA –
??); nothing further known.

•

Sarah (01AV8) Parks (1829,VA
– 1905, ??), married James V.
Buskirk; nothing further known.

(PS#1637, 592D)
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Children:

Sarah Elizabeth (02AV18)
Parks, (1858,VA – 1921, WA),
married Fullem Hendrich
Wallace (1843, VA – 1910,
WA), 1877, VA, 10 children.
(PS#1637)
Other children are Thomas,
b. 1844; George Wade, b.
1847; Mary Frances, b. 1849;
Robert Harrison, b. 1851;
James Marshall, b. 1853;
John, b. 1855; Margaret Susan, b. 1860; William Washington, b. 1865; Charles Lee,
b. 1866; perhaps a Sheldon
or Shelton, b. 1858.

Alice Parke (ca. 1775, CT – 1810,
CT); (represented) m. Thomas Wilcox (ca. 1774, CT – after 1840, ??)
ca. 1795, probably in Connecticut..
Three children known. “Orphaned”
female Park/e/s are the most difficult to trace. She may be a daughter
of William and Christabel (Harris)
Parke, but there is a good deal of
uncertainty.
Source materials: Lineage papers
and correspondence of descendant
member.

Robert Harrison (01AV2) Parks,
(1819, KY – 1904, VA) married
Nancy Ann Buskirk (1828, VA –
1912, WV) 1843, Wayne Co., VA,
11 children.
•

•

GV

•

Abigail “Nabby” Wilcox (1797,
CT – 1852, RI) m. James Wilson
Browne (1789, RI – aft 1850, RI)
1819 Washington Co., RI, eight
children, surnamed Browne.

•

Susan Wilcox (1802, CT – ??), m.
Christopher Brown Jr. (1798 –
1881) ca. 1820, place unknown;
no known children.

•

An unnamed child. Apparently
died at the age of 5 days.

(PS#718D; no active members on this
line)
HV

Reuben Parks (?, MA – 1853, WI);
(represented) m. Mehitable Barton
(1880, NY – 1890, WI) 1818 in Onondaga Co., NY; eleven children.
Source materials: Lineage papers
and correspondence of descendant
member.
Children:
•

Silas Harrison Parks (1840, NY
– 1900, MO) m. (1) Harriet Mariah West (1848, OH – ??) 1863
Kenosha Co., WI, three children;
m. (2) Mrs. Rosetta H. (Lee) Bryant (b. 1851, NY) 1876 Kenosha
Co., WI, no issue; m3) Mary A.E.
Chastain (1839, TN – 1928, MO)
1897, Laurence Co., MO, no issue.
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•

Phineas Hall Parks (1820, NY
– 1891, WI) m. Elizabeth Jane
Grady (1828, NY – 1907, WI)
1843 Allegany Co., NY, 7 children.

•

Betsy L. Parks (ca. 1822, NY –
1890, WI) m. Gilbert J. Vincent
(1817, NY – 1875, WI) 1845,
Lake Co., IL, eight children surnamed Vincent.

•

William B. Parks (1824, NY –
1868, WI) m. Esther Flora Morey
(1824, NY – 1886, WI) 1850 Racine Co., WI, six children, including one who died in infancy.

•

Alpheus T. Parks (1827, NY –
1904, WI) m. (1) Philanda Gilmore (1832, VT – 1875, WI) 1854,
Kenosha Co., WI, four children;
m. (2) Mary Ann (Unknown)
(1832, NY – 1902, WI) 1894
Kenosha Co., NY; no issue. There
may have been a third marriage
to a Phoebe Rogers (b. 1877) also
in Kenosha Co., WI, with no issue.

•

(John) Wesley Parks (1829, NY –
1856, WI). No record of marriage
or children.

•

Nathaniel Sanborn Parks (1832,
NY – 1909, MO) m. (1) Lois Osborn (1834, NY – 1883, IA) 1869,
Waukesha Co., WI, 3 children;
m. (2) Caroline ‘Callie’ Riddle
(1871, MO – 1930, MO) 1902
Greene Co., MO, no issue.

•

•

Newell G. Parks (1844, IL – 1908,
WI) m. (1) Jane Betsy Sischo
(1847, WI – 1921 WI) 1866 Kenosha Co., WI, six children; m. (2)
Elizabeth Lease (1837, England
– 1902,) 1897, Kenosha Co., WI,
no issue; m. (3) Mrs. Margaret
“Maggie” (Dess) Behles (1863,
Germany – 1928, WI) 1904,
Kenosha Co., WI; no issue;

•

Mercy Parks (1840, NY – 1840,
NY); died in infancy.

(PS#736D; no active members on
this line)
IV

Not currently used; formerly used to
describe 01IV1 John Park (1786, NJ
– 1831, Ontario), m. Anna Pegg (ca.
1793, NJ – 1859, Ontario) in 1815
in York County, Ontario. Now classified as 06K451 in the Roger of West
Jersey lineage, LK=K.

JV

Samuel Parks, dates unknown,
probably born in Connecticut; (represented); m. Arelia Cone, dates
unknown, four children known; data
very slim.
Source materials: Lineage papers
and correspondence of descendant
member.
Children:

Lydia Marie Parks (1835, NY –
1924, CA) m. Jeremiah Finney
Narton (1831, NY – 1907, MN)
1855, Kenosha Co., WI, seven
children surnamed Barton
Sophia A. Parks (1828, NY –
1886, WI) m. John W. Osborn
(1832, NY – 1892, WI) 1862,
Kenosha Co., WI, four children
surnamed Osborn.

•

•

Edward E. (Edgar or Eugene)
Parks (1852, PA – 1921, NY; m.
Mary Elizabeth Kirk (1856, CT
– 1928, NY) before 1882, place
unknown; five children.

•

Other children were: George
Parks, Arelius Parks, and Lester
Parks. Nothing further is known

(PS#741R; no active members on
this line).
KV

Sarah Parks (1788, OH, – 1824,
OH); (represented); m. Thomas Alexander (1784, VA – 1823, OH) 1808,
continued on p. 52
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Children:
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location unknown, perhaps Ohio or
Virginia, six children.
Source materials: Lineage papers
and correspondence of descendant
member.
Children:
•

Joseph Alexander (1821, OH
– 1888, OH) m. Marilla White
(1824, IN – 1891, OH) 1845, Butler Co., OH; six children.

•

Robert P. Alexander (1809, VA
– 1893, OH) m. Prudence Bell
(1821, PA – 1902, IN) 1841 Jefferson Co., OH; three children

•

John Alexander (1810, OH –
1888, OH) m. Courance H. Hamlin (1816, NY – 1893, MO) 1833,
Cuyahoga Co., OH; six children.

•

Elizabeth Alexander (1812, OH
– 1830, OH); no information on
marriage or issue.

•

Thomas K. Alexander (1815, OH
– 1849, CA) m. Charlotte Perry
(1820, OH – 1881, IN) 1838,
Somerville, OH; five children.

•

Andrew J. Alexander (1817, OH
– 1888, OH or IN) m. Margaret
Bean (1823, VA – 1891, OH)
1842, OH; nine children.

(PS#151D; no active members on
this line).
LV

James Parks (1797, PA – ??); (represented) m. Sara Hanes, who died
before 1860, eleven children. Information was gained from 1860
Census for Green Co., PA and a
death certificate of Elisabeth (Parks)
Doman.
Source materials: Lineage papers
and correspondence of descendant
member.
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•

Joseph Parks (1828, VA – 1899,
WV) m. Rebecca Logsdon (1828,
VA – 1907, WV) ca. 1859, as her
second marriage, six children.

•

Other children (all surnamed
Parks) for whom little is known
were: Perly A., b. 1830; Elizabeth, 1832-1912, who m. Joseph
Doman; Lucinda b. 1837, who
m. in 1864 in Greene Co., PA,
Lewis Harvey; Susanna, b. 1843;
Thomas, b. 1845; Sarah, b.
1848, m. Hiram Packer, 1867 in
Greene Co., PA; Nancy, b. 1850,
m. Ervine Stine, 1876 in Greene
Co., PA; John, b. 1852; James,
b. 1856; and Louise, b. 1858.

(PS#743R; no active members on
this line).
MV

Not currently used; formerly used to
describe 01MV1 George Park (17371741, NJ – 1782, NC), m. Agness
Nichols (ca. 1739, ?? – 1784, NC) in
1762, Rowan Co., NC, and is now
classified as 04K3 in the Roger of
West Jersey Lineage.

NV

James Parks (ca. 1800, KY – ca.
1835, MO); (represented) m. Olive
Dent (1802, KY – 1860, MO) 1817,
Madison County, KY. Another extremely sketchy line. No group
sheets were submitted, and census
evidence has been elusive.
Member listed on her work sheet
a son James M. Parks born 1823,
Franklin Co., MO, who may have
m. an Elizabeth Brooks. The next
generation shown is a W. F. Parks
(1848, MO – 1926, MO) who m.
Scena Russell (1861, IA – CA). Her
father was Hosey Francis Parks
(1880, MO – 1949, LA) who m. Ella
Kornhaus (1880, IL – 1958, VA) at
Roseland, LA.
(PS#753D; no active members on
this line)
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OV

PV

Not currently used; formerly used to
describe 01OV1 Nicolas Archibald
Parks (1819, Canada – b.1871,
Ontario), m. (1) Alice (nothing further known) m. (2) Aurelia Badgley
(b. 1821, ??) in 1839, Canada, and
is now classified as 08t8110 in the
Robert –Thomas of Massachusetts
Lineage.
Wilson Parks (1843, IN – 1927, IN);
(represented) m. (1) Rebecca Chenoweth (1845, IN – 1871, IN) 1865,
Vern Co., IN, two children; m. (2)
Leah C. Purvo (1841, IN – 1904, IL)
1877, Fountain Co., IN, five children. There may also have been a
third marriage to May Hinton in
1915, Danville, IL, but collaborating
evidence is missing.
Source materials: Lineage papers
and correspondence of descendant
member.
Children by first marriage:
•

•

Thomas Parks (1868, IN – 1947,
IN) m. Ida May Meyers (1873, IN
– 1935, IN 1892, Fountain Co.,
IN, ten children.
Louisa E. Parks (1866, IN –
1951, MN) m. Lee Melvin Forshier (1862, IL – 1927, MN) 1895 in
Illinois; seven children surnamed
Forshier.

Children by second marriage:

•

Omar Parks (1888, IN – 1974 ??);
never married.

(PS#757D; no active members on
this line)
QV

William Parkes (1807, TN – 1890,
IL) m. (1) Mary Jane ‘Polly’ North
(1883, VA – 1873, IL) 1830, Jefferson Co., TN, nine listed children,
there may have been as many as
12, but some did not survive infancy and names were not found; m.
(2) Mrs. Sarah (Enyart) McMurray
(1815, KY – 1880, IL) 1875, Sangamon Co., IL
Source materials: Lineage correspondence of member.
Children:
•

Hiram Parkes (1854, IL – 1934,
IL) m. Pavia Howes (1868, IL –
1934, IL) 1895, Warsaw, IL; four
children

•

Peter Parkes (1830, TN – 1831,
TN)

•

Robert Parkes (1832, TN – 1836,
IL)

•

William Parkes, Jr. (1835, IN –
1839, IL)

•

Anderson Parkes (1838, IL 1838,
IL)

•

Eveline Parkes (1841, IL – 1880)
m. J. South, 1863; two children.

•

Rhuben Parks (1968, IN – 1947,
IN); never married.

•

Henry Parkes (1843, IL – 1863,
TN); died in the Civil War.

•

Dora Parks, b. 1874, IN; nothing
further known.

•

•

Sallie Evelyn Parks (1881, IN –
1947, IN) m. William A. Courtney
(1881, IN – 1903, IN) in 1910,
location unknown; four children
surnamed Courtney.

Minerva Parkes (1845, IL – 1912,
KS) m. Charles Roberts in 1867;
one child surnamed Roberts.

•

Elizabeth Parkes (1847, IL –
1925, IL) m. Edgar Eckel, 1869;
no information on issue.

•

James Parkes (1851, IL – 1932,
IL); nothing further known.

•

William Parks (1883, IN – 1951,
??) m. Cora E. Smith (no dates
given) in 1910, location unknown, no issue noted.
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•

Caroline Parkes (1839, IL – ??)
m. Charles Bochme, 1857 Sangamon Co., IL, 5 children surnamed Bochme.

•

Daniel Parkes (1847, IL – 1851,
IL) Died Young

retired in 1992. She was proud to say her
résumé consisted of one line.
She loved to travel, covering most of the
50 states (including Alaska and Hawaii)
together with trips to England, Germany,
Australia, Europe more broadly, Canada,
and the Caribbean. She counted travel as
being very educational and took her chil-

(PS#1526).
RV

Not currently used; formerly used to
describe 01RV1 Robert Parks (1768,
DE – 1845, VA), m. Susanna Lucinda Lambert (ca. 1770, NJ – 1834,
VA) in 1797 in Hunterdon Co., NJ,
and is now classified as 03KY7 in
the Alexander Lineage.

a

In Memoriam:

We note with regrets and sympathy to the
surviving families the following members
who have passed away.
Longtime Life Member Marian Ellen (Dibble) (Toney) Williams, PS#621, of Silver
City, New Mexico, passed away Monday,
Feb. 9, 2015, at Millie¹s Assisted Living in
Silver City at the age of 87 years.
She was born July 8, 1927, in Waltham,
Mower Co., Minnesota, and before the age
of 1, she moved with her parents, George
Avery Dibble and Minnie Irene (Dawes)
Dibble to Pittsville, Wis. She attended the
local grade school and high school and
then attended St. Joseph’s School of Nursing in Marshfield, Wisconsin, graduating in
1948 as a registered nurse. She was in cadet nurse corps training for World War II.
In 1948, she moved to Silver City, where
she met Wayne Clayton “Chink” Toney.
They were married on March 24, 1950, and
had four children together. Mr. Toney died
in early 1981 and she subsequently married Thomas Hugh Williams on Dec. 21,
1981. Both preceded her in death.
All of her working career was spent at Fort
Bayard Medical Center, from where she

54

dren and grandchildren and their friends
on many of these trips.
She was a member of a number of organizations including the DAR, and the Colonial Dames.
She was preceded in death by her sisters,
Gladys, Bessie and Frances and brothers, Bill, Fred and Norm; and her parents,
George and Irene. She is survived by her
four children: son Rex Alva Toney; daughter Diane Irene (Toney) Fenner; son Kevin
Austin (Annette) Toney; and son Mark Avery Toney, all residing in New Mexico. She
is also survived by eight grandchildren,
and four great grandchildren; brothers,
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Ray Dibble (Audrey) of Wisconsin Rapids,
Wisconsin, Glen (Sharon) Dibble of Ahwahnee, Calif., and George Dibble Jr. of
Pittsville, Wis.; and many nieces, nephews,
cousins and friends.
Marian Ellen (Dibble) Williams joined the
Society in 1983. She was a twelfth generation descendant of Robert Parke (MA,
1630, STW), LK=T, Chart 10. Her line of
descent was from Robert to Thomas, Robert, Hezekiah, The Rev’d. Paul, Elisha,
Ephraim, Charles, Avery, to Ida Bell Park
who married Wilbor Issac Dibble, and
thence to George Avery Dibble, her father.
In lieu of flowers donations were requested
in her name to the High Desert Humane
Society of Silver City New Mexico. Services
were held at the Arenas Valley Community
Church on Friday, 13 February, 2015.
Regular member Patricia Lucile (Park)
Johnson, PS#1476, late of Johns Island,
South Carolina, left this life on Sunday
June 3, 2012, aged 73. She had been a
long time resident of Chattanooga, Tennessee.
She was the daughter of the late Dr. Madison Jackson Park and Alva Lucile Hamby.
She was born and spent most of her life in
the Chattanooga, Tennessee area.
Patricia was a graduate of the Girls Preparatory School and the UTC School of Nursing with a Master of Education in guidance
and counseling. She was employed by the
Moccasin Bend Mental Health Institute for
fifteen years as a staff nurse, head nurse,
and shift supervisor. She was an ardent
patient advocate. As a volunteer Patricia
Johnson served Hospice of Chattanooga
Contact, and the Northside Neighborhood
House for a number of years.
Through her family research she became a
member of the Colonial Dames, Daughters
of the American Revolution, Daughters of
Colonial Wars, Daughters of the American
Revolution, Daughters of the War of 1812,
and of the United Daughters of the Confederacy.
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She was predeceased by her parents, her
first and second husbands, Craig L. Smith,
Sr., and Morris J. “Marty” Johnson. She
is survived by her daughter Shari Lucile
(Smith) Lennick, and Craig Lloyd Smith,
Jr., and one granddaughter, all of the
Charleston, South Carolina area.
Private services were held. Memorial donations are suggested to St. Luke United
Methodist Church.
Patricia Lucile (Park) (Smith) Johnson was
a tenth generation of Roger of West Jersey,
Lineage Key K. Her line was Roger, John,
John, Moses, Thomas, James, James Andrew, Madison Atticus, to herself.
We have received word of the death of Mrs.
Florence Ruth (Parks) Durham, PS#592
on February 2, 2014 in Seattle, Washington, aged 97. She was born 25 November
1917 to Fredrick Parks and Helen Margaret Wiley at Colton, Whitman County,
Washington. She attended University of
Idaho.
She was married May 30, 1943, at Moscow, Latah County, Idaho, to James Curtis
Durham, who predeceased her in 1996.
She had one daughter Helen Ruth Carothers who died in 1982. She is survived by
a grandson, Jonathan Carothers, together
with nieces and nephews.
Her line is from Robert Parks and Mary
Polly Hardwick, Lineage Key AV. From Robert who line goes to George Benton Parks,
Sr., George Benton Parks, Jr., Fredrick
Parks, to Florence Ruth (Parks) Durham.g

Have you renewed?
Check the date on your envelope.
Don’t miss the next issue!

55

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!
1637 Gloria N. Snyder		
Covington, WA
Lineage is the now revised LK=AV,
now called the Robert and Polly
(Hardwick) Parks line. Line is Robert0, who married Mary Polly Ann
Hardwick, 1809, Greenup Co, KY; to
Robert Harrison1, Sarah Elizabeth2
Parks who married Fullen Hendrich
Wallace, to Rosella3 Wallace who
married George Albert O’Flaherty, to
John Albert4 O’Flaherty to member5.
(See p. 49 in this issue for revisions
to LK=AV.)
1638 Gayle Euliss Park
Lincolnton, NC		
Lineage is the Alexander line,
LK=KY. Line is Alexander1KY,
James2KY, to Robert3KY,who married Sally Ann3KY Park (Alexander2KY,
Alexander1KY as for husband), to
David4, Chester George5, Orville David6, Meredith Standley7, to Gerald
Standley8 Park, spouse to member.
1639 Ann Marie Sexton
Missoula, MT
Lineage is the Samuel Parks line,
LK=ZR. Line is Samuel1 to Ephraim2,
Linney3, Ruby Jewell4 Parks, who
married Thelma Lyle Sexton, to
Lyle Douglas5 Parks, PS#1174, to
member6. The Missing Links Editor strongly suggested that this line
and Lineage Key IW might be closely
related. Follow-through on this has
not yet been completed.
1640 Elbert Colville Davis
Holland, PA
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Lineage is Roger of NJ, LK=K. Line
is Roger1, John2, Andrew3, Amos4,
Isaac5, Henrietta6 Parks who married Charles Frank Lusk to Frank
Charles7 Lusk, Florence Sarah Josephine8 (Lusk) Davis, Lorenzo Dow9
Davis, to member10.

1641 Laurie D. Thompson
Plano TX
Lineage is Roger of NJ, LK=K. Line
is Roger1, Roger2, Joseph3, Timothy4,
Joseph5, James6, James Minor B7,
Julius Greenup8, Thurley Opal9,
Jacqueline Shree (Sue)10, to member11.

Correction (reported

in

Vol. 51, No. 2):

1634 (Shubael) Lane Park
Collegeville, PA
Lineage is Robert (MA, 1630, T)
through his son Thomas (02T1),
LK=T, Chart 10. Line is Robert1,
Thomas2, Robert3, Hezekiah4, Silas5,
Amos6, Shubael7, Charles8, Douglas
Rapelje9, Shubael Irving10, (Shubael)
King11, to member12. Lane Park is
the son of the late (Shubael) King
Park, PS#7 (1912, NE – 1968, IL).g

There is no king who has not had a
slave among his ancestors, and no
slave who has not had a king among
his.
—Helen Keller

Be sure to renew your membership!

The next editorial due date is
October 15, 2015
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