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While preparing a talk on World War I 
songs for a local historical society, the 
research prompted me to take a look at the 
number of Park/e/s involved in the war 
effort from the United States. According to 
Ancestry.com, there are over 12,000 with 
our surname variants listed in the WWI 
draft registration, broken down as follows:

Park:   3,405
Parke:    514
Parkes:  338
Parks: 8,135

Clearly, not all of those who registered 
were drafted, but it’s certain our Park/e/s 
ancestors were well-represented in the war 
effort. One of the most notable, not for any 
particular military deeds, but for his physi-
cal stature, was Homer Hill Parks, known 
as the “tallest soldier in the US Army in 
World War I.”

So, How Tall Was He?
Homer’s draft registration form lists his 
height as “tall,” which seemed to state the 
obvious, and gives us no official military 
record of his height. For such an easily verifi-
able physical characteristic, the accounts of 
his height vary considerably. Some records 
list a mere 6’ 7”, while information on him 
found on www.thetallestman.com states he 
was billed as 7’ 3”. Close family claimed his 
peak height as an even 7 feet. Whatever the 
actual number, he would have towered over 
most of his fellow soldiers, since the aver-
age height for American soldiers in WWI was 
about 5’ 8”.
Personal History and Lineage
Homer Hill Parks was born 15 July 1893 in 
Maury County, Tennessee, the son of William 
and Maury Mae (McCormick) Parks. He was 
a seventh-generation descendant of Thomas 
Parks of Virginia (01C1). He grew up in Mau-
ry County and entered the U. S. Army, head-
ing to France in August of 1918 in a replace-
ment battalion, and was soon assigned to the 
42nd Division. He saw action in Saint-Mihiel 
and the Argonne. (Incidentally, the battle of 
Saint-Mihiel marked the first use of “D-Day” 
and “H-Hour” by the Americans.) Wounded 
in the Argonne in October, after leaving the 
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hospital he was assigned to the 77th Divi-
sion. According to one published biography, 
in January 1919 he was a member of fellow 
Tennessean (and former U. S. Senator) Col. 
Luke Lea’s “Punitive Expedition” that went 
into Holland in an effort to kidnap the re-
cently exiled Kaiser Wilhelm II and bring him 
to the Paris Peace Conference to stand trial 
for war crimes. 

After the armistice he toured France with 
the “Argonne Players” of the 77th Division, 
entertaining the troops. The Argonne Play-
ers were active duty soldiers who performed 
original songs and skits for soldiers on the 
front lines, often performing with shells land-
ing yards away from their makeshift stage, 
and later entertaining wounded soldiers in 
military hospitals. Later, Homer Parks was 
assigned for several months to General Head-
quarters at Chaumont as a color-bearer, and 
carried the colors in the parade when Presi-
dent Wilson reviewed the troops.

At some point in his army service overseas, 
he befriended fellow Tennessean and cel-
ebrated war hero, Sgt. Alvin York. He stood 
up at Alvin York’s wedding as best man, and 
I guess you could make the joke that when 
Homer Hill Parks stood up, he STOOD UP!

For some years after the war, he toured with 
the Keith Vaudeville circuit as well as the 
Ringling Brothers and other circuses. He 
married Amanda Ruth Rawls on 27 Decem-
ber 1925 in Williamson County, Tennessee 
but continued to tour with various groups. 
He appeared at the 1933 Chicago World’s 
Fair in the Midget Village and in 1938 came 
home to Tennessee to settle down. Homer 
and Ruth Parks had three children, one son 
and two daughters. Homer Hill Parks died in 
Nashville, Davidson County, Tennessee on 
March 5, 1966 and is buried in Woodlawn 
Memorial Park and Mausoleum along with 
his wife, who died July 18, 1986.

The direct line of descent for Homer Hill 
Parks is: Thomas (01C1) > Thomas Jr. 
(02C2) > John (03C18) > John Jr. (04C141) 

> Josephus Crockett (05C1417) > William 
(06C2848) > Homer Hill Parks (07Cnn).
One Thing Leads to Another
As often happens when researching an in-
dividual for one of these articles, I stumble 
upon something that leads to another line of 
inquiry about one Park/e/s line or another. 
In this case, I came upon a line connected to 
Homer Hill Parks, and two completely unre-
lated lines.

First, I was in Tennessee visiting relatives, 
and while driving through Knoxville on the 
interstate a semi-truck passed me with 
“Charles C. Parks Co. – Wholesale Food Sup-
ply” on the side. I made a mental note of the 
name and later looked them up online. They 
are a company which supplies food items to 
convenience stores in seven southern states. 
It is a third-generation family business, 
founded in 1934 by Charles Crockett Parks, 
and now run by his grandson, C. Crockett 
Parks III. The founder, Charles Crockett 
Parks, was the son of Joseph Crockett Parks 
Jr. (06C2849), younger brother of Homer 
Hill’s father William (06C2848) making him 
Homer Hill’s first cousin. I attempted to 
contact the current CEO, Crockett Parks, 
via email but to date have had no response, 
but thought it quite a coincidence to stumble 
across a Parks line closely related to the very 
one I was currently researching.

The second instance also grew out of my re-
search on Homer Hill Parks. One of his biog-
raphies stated he had played basketball with 
the army team as the original “Long Boy” at 
center. This led me to see if any Park/e/s 
had played basketball at the collegiate or 
professional level. I discovered that Cherokee 
Parks (6’ 11”) played for Duke University as 
well as nine seasons with various profes-
sional teams. Online biographies stated he 
was named Cherokee by his mother because 
his great great grandmother on his father’s 
side had been Cherokee. Though I’ve been 
unable to make contact with Cherokee Bryan 
Parks yet, I strongly suspect he is descended 
from Samuel Parks (02LQ1) and Susan-
nah Fox-Taylor of Tennessee. Many of their 
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From the President’s Desk  
by Ken Parks, PS #1406

descendants moved to Oklahoma, either with 
the “Trail of Tears” forced removal or shortly 
after. Should I be able to make contact with 
Cherokee Parks, I may make him the subject 
of a future article.

Lastly, mention that Homer Hill Parks had 
performed with the Keith Vaudeville circuit 
shortly after WWI led to the discovery of Ed-
die Parkes, a song-and-dance man who also 
performed in vaudeville, as well as movies. 
What I’ve discovered about him in a brief 
online search is evidence of a fascinating 
career, and he will most likely be the subject 
of next issue’s article. This is why we’ll never 
run out of subject material!g

2015 Annual Business Meeting
The annual Parke Society business meeting 
was once again held in Harrisburg, Penn-
sylvania. Staff and trustees were joined at 
this meeting by two members and one new 
member: Gary Alexander Parks PS#1528; 
David Stephen Park PS#1138 and his wife 
Debora Marie Park, who is now joining as As-
sociate Member PS#1644. Not only was the 
necessary business of the Society dealt with, 
but the gathering gave all in attendance the 
opportunity to view and discuss the impres-
sive results of Lineage Leader Gary Alexander 
Parks’s ongoing research, not only into his 
own Alexander Park LK=KY line, but gather-
ing and documenting all Park/e/s in New 
Jersey as well as the neighboring areas in 
Pennsylvania and Delaware. The thorough-
ness of his documentation for each individu-
al is a source of inspiration to us all!
Election Results
The following members were elected as 
Trustees, to serve three-year terms ending at 
the Annual Meeting in 2018:

Robert Leon Parke PS#755
Lu Etta Terock PS#861

The following members were elected as Of-
ficers, to serve a one-year term ending at the 
Annual Meeting in 2016:

President – Kenneth M. Parks PS#1406
Vice President – Fr. Michael Parks PS#425
Secretary – Joanne G. Rodgers PS#1523
Treasurer – Lu E. Terock PS#861
Historian – Fr. Michael Parks PS#425

From left to right:
Joanne Rodgers PS#1523, Fr. Michael “Tad” 
Parks PS#425L, Deb Park PS#1644, Dave 
Park PS#1138, Gary Parks PS#1528, Ron 
Parks PS#1458, Ken Parks PS#1406

From foreground to back:

Gary Parks PS#1528, Dave Park 
PS#1138, Deb Park PS#1644
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Other Business
Officers and Staff gave reports, with discus-
sions ranging over a variety of topics. New 
member numbers are holding steady, with 
the inevitable loss of members due to age, 
health circumstances, or death. Member 
non-renewals appear to have risen slightly 
over past years, but complete analysis as 
to how many are due to the aforementioned 
reasons has not been determined. 

Financially, the Society is holding its own, 
but ways to augment income from member 
dues to cover the operating costs of the So-
ciety are being explored. Any ideas or sug-
gestions along those lines are welcomed from 
any member with thoughts about this.

One topic of concern to all in attendance is 
seeking ways to invite and encourage more 
active participation by a larger number of 
members. Efforts will be made in the com-
ing months to reach out to members known 
to possess skills and interests that could 
enhance the operation of the Society. This 
includes a search for members to serve as 
Officers, or to train under Staff to begin the 
inevitable transition that will need to take 
place in the future to ensure the continuance 
of the Society in the years ahead. Any mem-
ber who is interested in taking a more active 
role in the Society is encouraged to contact 
the President or Executive Director.

Another discussion item was about setting 
up a process to gradually digitize the many 
paper documents created by the Society over 
its fifty-year history. A daunting prospect, 
methods and a timetable are being explored 
with the goal of making this happen before 
the current Historian and Executive Director 
retires from those positions. 

The idea of holding another full Convocation 
was also discussed, with the hope that this 
might be possible in the next three or four 
years. Please send any thoughts about a lo-
cation, or expressions of interest in attending 
are welcome to help gauge interest, to either 
the President or the Executive Director. 

Finally, we also expressed the hope that 
more members would contribute articles 
to the newsletter, either about a particular 

individual in their lineage, or a more wide-
ranging article reflecting some aspect of their 
Park/e/s family research. If you have an idea 
you think might make an interesting article, 
contact the Editor and he can provide guide-
lines about length, inclusion of photos, etc. 
Also, contacting the Historian might enable 
him to provide additional information that 
would add to the article as well. 
Visiting our National Parks
As I write this, I’ve just returned from a road 
trip out to Kansas to attend a Parks family 
reunion. This was my second year attending 
the reunion of descendants of Revolutionary 
War veteran Hugh Parks Sr., LK=IP, this year 
hosted by Wilma Handley PS#1469 and her 
husband, Terry. I am genetically related to 
this lineage, though we have not yet found 
the connection between our lines, most likely 
somewhere in North Carolina prior to the 
Revolution. Though we are distant cousins at 
best, this family has made me feel like one of 
their clan, and getting to know them person-
ally has been a joy. I stopped in Ohio on the 
way out and back to visit with my dad, Mel-
vin Parks PS#1537, and help celebrate his 
89th birthday. With a stop in St. Louis along 
the way to visit a 6th cousin on my mom’s 
side and it was a family affair all the way!

Earlier this year, I was invited to another 
Parks family reunion in Chattanooga, Ten-
nessee. This was a Parks family of the LK=LQ 
lineage and again, I had a wonderful time 
meeting and getting to know the extended 
family with roots in the same part of Tennes-
see as my own unrelated Parks family. While 
in Tennessee for this reunion, I spent time 
with my dad’s sister and her family, and my 
dad’s brother, now 90 years old. I’m counting 
on inheriting those Parks longevity genes!

I hope many of you are continuing to hold 
family reunions, and any Park/e/s reunions 
planned by members can be announced here 
in the newsletter, or on our website or Face-
book page. In this age of social media, keep-
ing in touch with family is easier to do that 
ever, but getting together in person is an ex-
perience that cannot be equaled by any other 
method. Reunions require lots of planning 
and effort, but the payoff is well worth it!g
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Historian’s Corner
by (Fr.) Michael (Tad) Parks+, PS #425H
Relics and heirlooms to treasure
If we’re lucky, which isn’t often the case, we 
may possess something more of our ances-
try other than dates, places, and names. We 
might be fortunate enough to have relics of 
our ancestors. They’re called heirlooms. And 
they can be very important in making the 
lives of our ancestors real and alive to us.

All too often our ancestors’ artifacts are 
viewed as junk, or as something that can 
bring in a nice check. As family genealogists, 
we need always to be on the lookout for these 
artifacts, and ready to snap them up for the 
good of family history. So we need to be sure 
they don’t get lost when it comes time for our 
homes to be “cleaned out.”

So are you lucky to have some of these rel-
ics of by-gone days? Artifacts and heirlooms 
that were part of our ancestor’s lives. That 
connect us to them. Remember it was their 
hands that touched those items. A little bit of 
their DNA is perhaps still encrusted on those 
relics. They can be very special to us.

I recently read a blog post concerning fam-
ily heirlooms which I found very interesting.
The author listed the nine top heirlooms that 
are mostly likely to be passed down through 
the family, generation after generation. How 
many can you lay claim to? As I said I think 
that I am quite fortunate in the matter. 

Written memories: letters and diaries 
provide insight into our ancestors’ lives, 
through their penmanship and personal 
content. I happen to have a collection of 
the letters between my grandmother and 
my uncle, written during WWII when he 
was an officer in the Army in the Euro-
pean Theatre. Following her funeral, I took 
the five fat brief binders back to Milwau-
kee with me to read on the plane. Other 
passengers might have thought that I was 
a little off as I read her comments about 
grandfather and the neighbors. I also have 
Uncle Dean’s responses (sometimes cen-
sored) but have yet been able to get use to 
his particular type of penmanship.

Engagement rings and other jewelry: 
it’s sentimental to cherish a symbol of love 
passed down through the generations. 
Monetary value aside, it is the nature of 
the piece that makes it precious to own. 
I have my grandfather’s engraved cuf-
flinks from around 1890; I wear them 
often. Knowing that a ring, a bracelet, a 
necklace, or these cufflinks were personal 
jewelry worn by my ancestor, puts me in 
touch with them.

Recipes: family food traditions and the 
stories behind them evoke family memo-
ries. I have my grandmother’s recipe box, 
and her loose leaf binder from when she 
was working with the New York Home Ex-
tension Service in the 1920s and 30s. And 
yes I do use them, though I sometimes 
have to figure out what a “medium hot” 
oven was, and just how much lard is in a 
abundantly filled cooking spoon.

Timepieces: clocks and watches are valu-
able, but also a testament to mechanical 
ingenuity of times gone by. This is where 
I am saddened as I lost my grandfather’s 
pocket watch (given him on their wedding 
day by his bride) in a household break-
in. And then there was the grandmother’s 
clock that hung in the kitchen for decades. 
Because it didn’t run, I took it to a clock 
maker to fix. Unfortunately, he died, and 
everything just disappeared from his shop. 
It grieves me to know that it got away from 
me.

Photos: family photos create lasting mem-
ories and transport us to a different era. 
Ah yes! I have several of the photo albums 
(my brother has the balance of them). I 
took them along with me to a recent fam-
ily funeral, and now I am in the process 
of digitizing the albums for safe keeping 
and for distribution. I also have a goodly 
number of family portraits, some being 
over 150 years old, like the portrait of my 
great great grandfather Martin Shaver in 
his civil war uniform (together with his 
army issued dinner knife). These pictures 
are fortunately identified, and a number of 
them are hung in our home.
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Furniture: many antique furniture pieces 
come with dents, and scratches along with 
memories. Their traditional designs, and 
lasting quality are an added bonus. I am 
so fortunate to have the oval marble top 
parlor table that came down from the Page 
family through the Shavers. It had a bro-
ken leg, and in general needed some loving 
maintenance. With some extensive reno-
vation being done in our 1900 three-story 
foursquare house, I decided that now was 
the time. The table, per the restorer, dat-
ing from circa 1840. It is much older than 
I had ever thought. It will have a promi-
nent place in our house. 

Military relics: most of us claim at least 
one relative or ancestor who served in 
the military. What of their service papers, 
medals, and perhaps even uniforms?

Quilts: family heirloom quilts add color 
to family history. They often get softer 
and more beautiful with time if preserved 
well. I have a couple of these, made by 
my grandmother and great grandmother, 
carefully stored in a cedar chest. If you are 
so fortunate to have some old quilts, you 
really need to make sure you know how 
they are to be cared for. 

Musical instruments: not only expen-
sive grand pianos, but also small musical 
instruments are often saved as keepsakes. 
And this is where I am most fortunate. In 
my grandmother’s house there were two 
old violins, one belonging to my grandfa-
ther (circa 1900) and the other belonging 
to my great grandfather (circa 1860). Both 
were in really rough shape from years of 
we kids messing with them (I hate to ad-
mit that!). When Grandma died, they were 
handed over to me. Neither were playable, 
and frankly, had I not been around to res-
cue them, they would have probably just 
been thrown away.

But I did have them, and it was my wish that 
perhaps someday at least one of them could 
be restored to playable condition. But I really 
didn’t know any luthiers, and I just never 
seemed to have time to work on that project.

Then one day, I happen to meet a young 
man who had a beautiful MGB sport car 
which I had admired whenever he happened 
to park it out in front of our house. Striking 
up a conversation he informed me that he 
was a luthier (!) and was sort of surprised 
that I even knew what that was. So I told 
him about the two violins, and he suggested 
that I bring them over to the shop where he 
worked and to see what they could do for 
them.

Not long after (September, 2014) I did just 
that, and I warned my master luthier that 
they were in pretty sad shape. We talked 
about the possibilities, and that it would take 
some time, and would not be necessarily 
cheap. I understood that, but it was the sen-
timental value that kept me on track. To be 
able to play an instrument that was once in 
the hands of an ancestor was of more value 
to me than the cost or time.

It took a while. And it was not cheap. But in 
March of this year, I was handed the older 
violin, now in playable condition. The trans-
formation was astounding: 

The thing to remember about musical in-
struments, be they pianos, violins or even 
music boxes (I also have a Regina music box 
from 1890, in working order): they need to 
be played, to be exercised. They are meant to 
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Lola Parks Spohn Nielsen Award: 
2014 Honorees
by Richard Parks and Parke Society staff

Richard Neil Parks, PS#1468, and Jeannie 
Patee of the Robert and Laban Parks of Ohio 
Subgroup announced the 2014 honorees of 
the Lola Parks Spohn Nielsen Award, given 
for research in genealogy and volunteer 
services in organizations concerned with 
preserving family history. This year’s award 
honors three individuals, one posthumously, 
and all of the honorees are Parke Society 
members. Individuals honored with this 
award are requested to submit an acceptance 
in the form of a biographical description of 
their involvement in genealogical research, 
and we’re happy to reprint those acceptances 
here.
Philip N. Parks, PS#912
Newberry is a small town in the Upper Pen-
insula of Michigan; it was in this town that 
my mother and father first met and were 
married in 1924. My father was born in 1901 
to George Frank Parks and Anna Hemming-
sen in Marinette, Wisconsin. My mother was 
born to Isak Holm and Greta Lisa Klemets 
at Newberry, Michigan in 1899. Just a note 

of Appreciation for the Lola Parks Spohn 
Nielsen Award which your committee thought 
fit to award to me for service to be recognized 
for 2014. 

The contributors began to get my attention 
when my wife Judy was taking extension 
courses to expand her R. N. with a B. S. 
degree in Health Sciences. The person she 
worked with was Theresa Neville. Theresa 
was interested in the fact of Judy Parks and 
if she was interested in a group that she 
worked with called The Parke Society? It was 
this encounter that got us started on the 
quest to know more about our family line. 
The town of my birth had no other Parks or 
Holm near kinsmen. Without any relatives on 
either side of the family, it was just my three 
older sisters, Illona, Phyllis and Lois, to make 
a family of the six of us. The Parks family 
was a mystery? 

But it was not long before the Parke Society 
had received our history, as I knew it, and 
gave us a Number 912 to fit into the grand 
plan in 1989. Our thanks to Father Tad 
Parks, who keeps the Family Parks living. 
Judy’s older brother Bob was a Fulbright 
Scholar in Finland, had made the Liima-
tainen ancestry part of his contribution to 
their family history. We began to plan to find 
the time to go to several Convocations where 
we could meet others and have access to the 
wealth of the family Parke that had already 
been put in the binders! 

As newcomers we were introduced to many 
good folks. It was then that we found Arliene 
Calahan. She knew so much and so many 
members of the family. These times began to 
develop into family reunions. One Convoca-
tion in Michigan brought contact with Mrs. 
Marjorie Ward, who was a near kinsman of a 
Robert Parke b.1776 who came to Michigan 
from Fleming, Cayuga County, New York in 
the early 1820’s. She shared many details 
and one reference in particular: “American 
History of Eminent and Self-made Men,” 
Michigan Volume, 1878, Western Biographi-
cal Publishing Co., Cincinnati, Ohio. She 
lived in Gaylord, Michigan, so we visited her 
for more of her personal conversations with 
this pioneer family of 14 children. 

produce sound, music, not to be stored away 
for safe keeping; storing them is not safe.

Now that I have the violin, I need to take the 
next step. While I was heavily into music 
(and almost went to conservatory), I never 
learned string instruments. So the task be-
fore me now is to learn to play. I know I won’t 
be great at it, but at least the violin will again 
be able to be in voice and alive once more.

As I said, I am fortunate that I have become 
the caretaker of all these things. Now the 
task ahead of me is to see to it that they are 
delivered to the next generation; to people 
who care about these sort of things and who 
will cherish them as much as I do. If you are 
so lucky to also have heirlooms from your 
ancestors, you know what you need to do.g
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During the term of Doug Park as Society 
president, he would encourage me to look 
for our family connections in the history of 
the Civil War. As it turned out I found Edwin 
Robert Parks, his brother Charles Pearsall 
Parks, and their uncle Edward W. Parks. The 
Grand Rapids Press published an obituary 
for each. The research of Corabelle DeClerg, 
which taught about a Native American Tribal 
Chief, Peter Parks, was and is of special 
interest on the road less-traveled. Her work 
has been appreciated by many school teach-
ers in south Michigan schools, along with 
our children and grandchildren. Her presen-
tation and caring we indeed appreciate. 

I believe it was in 2005 or 2006 that David 
and Cecilia Parke said they would be making 
a trip through the Upper Peninsula of Michi-
gan to visit us and the town of Hancock, of 
which Hervey Coke Parke was its first presi-
dent in1863. We welcomed them here where 
they visited the City Council Chambers at 
City Hall, where David expressed his sur-
prise to find a portrait of Hervey Coke Parke 
in a place of honor. There was no parade, 
but David and Cecilia toured what was left of 
the town of Clifton where Hervey Coke Parke 
worked as a bookkeeper in the days of Boom 
Copper! 

We sincerely thank you for the recognition 
and for keeping the family pathways open. A 
partial family history is added. 

Edwin Robert Parks, a veteran of the Civil 
War, was here in the Upper Peninsula be-
tween 1871-74 to survey his 160 acre home-
stead in the north end of Menominee County, 
Michigan. Since land grants were recorded 
at the Land Office at Marquette, Michigan, it 
was an opportunity to visit his uncle, William 
H. Parks, of the law firm of Parks & Hayden 
on Front Street of that city. Edwin was born 
in 1838, at Ionia, Michigan to Robert Smith 
Parks and Mary Newlin Pearsall. Edwin is an 
8th generation descendant of Robert Parke, 
who arrived at what is now Charles Town, 
Massachusetts, on June 30, 1630 on the 
Arbella with John Winthrop. 

The Copper Country drew another 8th gen-
eration descendant of Robert Parke, Hervey 

Coke Parke, as a bookkeeper for the Cliff 
Mine at Clifton, Michigan in the 1850s. Her-
vey became the first president of the city of 
Hancock in 1863 and later the founder of the 
Parke & Davis Drug Co. in Detroit, Michigan.

 Edwin was trained as a civil engineer do-
ing a railroad job in Escanaba in 1875 when 
he found a position with Delaware Mine and 
Copper Falls Mine. He was married to Ida 
May Grant on August 15, 1878 in Burling-
ton, Wisconsin at the bride’s home there. 
They returned to live in Copper Falls, Michi-
gan. The Eagle River courthouse records 
show that Edwin Grant Parks was born May 
14, 1879 and later a second son, Charles 
Albert Parks, was born June 5, 1880. The re-
cord also shows that Edwin’s occupation was 
listed as engineer and school teacher. 

The delivery of these babies may well have 
been aided by Dr. Thomas D. Bradfield, who 
was the physician and surgeon for the Dela-
ware and Copper Falls Mining Companies. 
Dr. Bradfield was married to Sarah Virginia 
Parks, Edwin’s younger sister, in 1870 at 
Grand Rapids, Michigan and they were then 
living in Delaware, Michigan. 

In 1882 the Parks family moved to Horicon, 
Dodge County, Wisconsin where my grandfa-
ther, George Frank Parks, was born in 1883. 
George and Anna Margrethe Hemmingsen 
were married in Chicago, IL in September 
1900. Their first child was born at a hospi-
tal in Marinette, Wisconsin in October 1901, 
Philip Grant Hemmingsen Parks, a 10th gen-
eration descendant of Robert Parke. Unfor-
tunately, George died at Oconto, Wisconsin 
due to a Chicago and Northwestern Railroad 
accident. 

My father, straight out of the seventh grade, 
found his way to the lumber camps near 
Newberry where he worked until he got a 
better job with the U. S. Post Office. It was in 
Newberry that he met Anna Louise Holm and 
they were married in September 1924. I was 
the fourth child born to the family, Philip 
Norman Parks, September 9, 1932. 
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My wife and I were both drawn by the same 
Michigan Tech magnet to the Copper Coun-
try. Judith Mae Liimatainen and I were mar-
ried October 22, 1955 and have three 12th 
generation descendant children, Norman, 
Coleen and Evan. 

Norman Grant Parks is living here in the 
Copper Country working for Computer 
Mechinx as a computer systems analyst. 

Coleen Kathryn Parks married Dr. Mark W. 
Ulrickson, from Ishpeming and they have 
four 13th generation children, Joy, Peter, 
Juliann and Valerie now living in Marquette, 
Michigan. 

Dr. Evan Daniel Parks married Carrie L. 
Cutler from Detroit, Michigan and they have 
two 13th generation children, Kelly Ann and 
Luke now living in Budapest, Hungary. Luke 
Andras Parks as our youngest 13th genera-
tion descendant of Robert Parke, just 2 on 
April 27, 2004 at this time is a long, long way 
from his Copper Country roots. 

[Published in “Copper Country Homecoming 2004” 
p. 145.]

Dr. Paul Jordan-Smith, PS#1451
It was in spring, 2005 that I received, out of 
the blue, an invitation to a family reunion in 
Chattanooga, my father’s birthplace. The in-
vitation came from Ed Park, a second cousin, 
once removed, of whom I had never heard. 
We were related through our great grand-
parents, Lunsford Yandell Park and Isabella 
Ann Eliza Barron. I had never tracked my 
grandmother Ethel Park’s lineage, leaving 
that to my first cousins Jonathan and Karen. 
It was Karen who engineered the invitation. 
At first, it looked as if I could not attend, as 
I was planning to celebrate the birthday of 
a friend in South Carolina. But the friend 
said, “Chattanooga is just a few hours’ drive: 
maybe we could all come.” So I asked Cousin 
Ed, whose reply settled the matter: “We’re 
having a contra dance Saturday evening. Do 
she and her husband do contra dance?” I 
said, “Absolutely. In fact, that’s how we met.” 
Ed replied, “Then they’re family. Bring them 

along.” So it was, and I was further delighted 
that Cousin Karen could also attend.

The Chattanooga reunion, it turned out, had 
been going on irregularly for a century or 
more, and covered a larger scope than just 
Lunsford’s line: back to Lunsford’s grand-
father, James. Parke Society members may 
recall my description of the 2005 event in the 
Parke Society Newsletter, as well as follow-up 
stories about Grandma Ethel, and a reprint 
of a news story from July, 1914 about one of 
the early reunions. At the 2005 reunion I met 
dozens of second, third, and fourth cousins, 
variously removed, which sparked in me an 
interest that had lain dormant for decades. 
Coincidentally, I had met Cousin Ed’s broth-
er, Fred, a contra dance caller, some years 
before at a dance in Washington State, with-
out either of us knowing we were cousins. 
And of course, he called the Saturday night 
dance.

That’s how it all began: the Park Family Re-
union website, and, through other contacts, 
my ten-year editorship of the Parke Society 
Newsletter. I’ve since been in touch with fifth, 
sixth, and even tenth cousins, and many in 
between. New cousins seem to pop up pretty 
regularly, with new genealogical information 
to add to the site. Through them, and with 
the help of other Parke Society members, es-
pecially Cecilia Kasberg Parke, I’ve extended 
our family tree back to Roger Parke, who 
settled in New Hope Township, New Jersey, 
in 1684. Roger became a healer after learn-
ing folk medicine through contact with local 
Native Americans, and the path he hewed to 
their encampment became known as “Roger’s 
Road.” Though likely untraceable now, those 
descended from him share his other road, 
one which led his descendants southward 
through Virginia to North Carolina, then 
westward through the Cumberland Gap to 
Tennessee, and from there all over the U.S.
James Anderson Park, PS#1186
James A. Park was a fifth generation de-
scendant of James Park (01XW1), b. 1746 
Manor of Maske, Lancaster Co. (later York 
Co.-[now Adams Co.] PA, d. 1837 Butler Co. 
PA. James Park (01XW1) is believed to be the 
son of John Park, b. ca. 1720 Lancaster Co. 
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PA., d. 1750 Manor of Maske, York Co. [now 
Adams Co.] PA and the grandson of David 
Park, b. ca. 1682 Ire., d. ca. 1740 PA.

James Anderson Park was an active re-
searcher of his Park heritage and an early 
participant in the Park/e/s DNA project. His 
test results clearly show a genetic connection 
to several other lineages with early roots in 
the Lancaster/York counties area of Pennsyl-
vania with earlier roots in Ireland, including 
the Arthur Parke LK=A line in Chester Coun-
ty, Pennsylvania. His research and his DNA 
participation were invaluable in the effort to 
connect these lineages.

James A. Park, 89, of Rockport, Kentucky, 
died Saturday, Jan. 2, 2010, at his home. He 
was born July 19, 1921, to the late Dr. An-
derson Dotson Park and Ida Smith in Rock-
port. He was a World War II veteran in the 
Army Air Corps, and a Purple Heart winner, 
flying with “The Memphis Belle” squadron as 
a gunner and radio operator in 1942 to 1943. 

James Park was a retired school teacher. He 
received his college degree in education and 
taught at Rockport for a few years before 
moving on to teach in St. Louis. He retired as 
a schoolteacher from Central City, St. Louis 
and Florida school districts. His retirement 
life was back home in Rockport where he was 
active in about any cause that would benefit 
the local and state levels of our country. His 
retirement home was in the old Park place on 
Main Street. 

Survivors include his brother, Edmund Park 
of Owensboro; his sister, Dorothy Park of 
Rockport; and his sister-in-law, Juanita Park 
of Rockport.g

The Lt. Richard Parks (03R2) 
Problem
by (Fr.) Michael (Tad) Parks+, PS #425H

For some time now, there have been con-
cerns regarding the lineage of the immigrant 
ancestor Richard Parke of Massachusetts 
who arrived on the ship Defence in 1635. I 
discussed this to some extent in an earlier 
piece, “The Problems with Richard, LK=R,” in 

Historian’s Corner, Vol. 49#3 (2013), pages 
39-42. 

The main question relates to the children of 
the immigrant Richard, in particular whether 
there really was a son named Richard (iden-
tified in our records as 02R1). While Frank 
Sylvester Parks in his Genealogy of the Parke 
Families of Massachusetts (1909) argued 
persuasively for his existence (based gener-
ally on the work of George Tolman, a well-
known Massachusetts genealogists), subse-
quent discussions have not always followed 
the same line of reasoning. 

Indeed, Robert Charles Anderson, in Volume 
V of his The Great Migration series argues 
that this just is not so. In his essay on the 
immigrant Richard (01R1) Parks, he dis-
counts this theory due to the total lack of 
any real evidence of a son named Richard, 
especially given the many years of dispute 
over the will of the immigrant, even if he 
had received his portion earlier. Anderson 
grants that there certainly was another 
Richard Park/e/s in Cambridge or neighbor-
ing towns, of the right age, but there is still 
nothing that might connect that Richard 
with Richard (01R1) the immigrant. His final 
decision in his essay was to not include this 
Richard Parks in this family.

A positive case can therefore be made for 
immigrant Richard having three children, 
Thomas (02R2) Parke, Isabell (02R3) Parke 
who married Francis Whitmore, and Eliza-
beth (02R4) Parke who married Edward Win-
ship. But no such case can really be made 
for a son Richard.

However, there is the yDNA evidence. This 
supposed son of the immigrant Richard, 
Richard (02R1, as he is currently known in 
our Lineage Binders) is shown as having two 
sons, John (03R1) Park who married Deliver-
ance Jackson and a Lt. Richard (03R2) Parks 
who married Elizabeth Billings. yDNA testing 
works only for direct male lines from an ear-
lier ancestor. We do have male descendants 
of Thomas (02R2) Parke, and their yDNA has 
been tested and catalogued. We also have 
male descendants of the supposed children 
of the Richard (02R1) in particular through 

continued on p. 12
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his son Lt. Richard (03R2) Parks. And this 
is where the fly is in the ointment. The two 
strands of yDNA do not match. Hence Lt. 
Richard (03R2) is not related to what should 
be his uncle Thomas (02R2) Parks. As to Lt. 
Richard’s brother, John: we hit a stone wall 
because his four children are all female, and 
hence there is no yDNA available for testing.

We currently have yDNA from two known 
descendants of Lt. Richard Parks, whose 
lines diverge from son Ephraim Parks, born 
1710 in Concord, Middlesex County, Mas-
sachusetts. There is also a participant whose 
earliest known ancestor is Levi Parks, born 
1769, who married in Concord in 1792, and 
this DNA participant shares a mutation with 
the Lt. Richard descendant who descends 
from Ephraim’s son William, born 1734. 
Though not proven, Levi Parks may well be 
a son of William Parks, born 1734. In addi-
tion, there is another genetically matching 
participant whose immigrant ancestor was 
John Park/e/s, born 1816 in County Sligo, 
Ireland, son of a Roger Parke born ca. 1780s. 
Finally, all these participants are genetically 
connected to two participants with the sur-
name Pershouse, which is a known variation 
of the Park/e/s surname. The earliest known 
ancestor in this lineage is an Adam Pers-
house, born ca. 1595 who died in Stafford-
shire, England in 1671. What these results 
tell us definitively is that Lt. Richard Parks 
represents a genetically distinct Park/e/s 
lineage and that the non-matching results of 
his descendants with the DNA project partici-
pant who descends from Thomas (02R2) is 
not the result of an NPE (non-paternal event) 
at any point in any of the matching partici-
pants in the Lt. Richard genetic group.

From the foregoing we can conclude that the 
immigrant Richard (01R1) only had three 
children in the colonies with him (as detailed 
above) and that the supposed son Richard 
(now labeled as 02R1) is unrelated to the 
immigrant, and hence needs his own lineage 
key. As a result of this determination, LK=R 
for the immigrant Richard (01R1) has been 
revised as shown below.

More tentatively, we now turn to the other 
line of descent. In setting off this other line 
from the immigrant Richard line, the ques-
tion arose as to where the break should be 
made. As far as we know, John (formerly 
03R1) and Lt. Richard (03R2) are brothers. 
Whether there were any other siblings we do 
not know. It would be logical to start the new 
lineage key with them, but then what to do 
about their father? Since, as Anderson has 
informed us, that there was certainly another 
man named Richard Park/e/s in Cambridge 
and neighboring towns who would have been 
of the right age to be parent to John and Lt. 
Richard, and since Frank Parks had used 
that as his logical choice for their father, we 
have decided to start the new Lineage key 
with that Richard, naming in the second gen-
eration John and Lt. Richard as his children. 

As to what lineage key to use for this new 
other Richard line, I wanted one that was 
relatively close in order to the immigrant 
Richard (whose Key, you will remember is R). 
When a lineage key has been vacated (due to 
a consolidation of individuals), we usually do 
leave the key vacant in order to avoid confu-
sion later on. This time though, the availabil-
ity of the lineage key Q was just too conve-
nient for us to not take advantage of it. 

Therefore, the Richard formerly known as 
02R1, is now 01Q1, and John Park becomes 
02Q1, with Lt. Richard Parks becoming 
02Q2. The Lineage Key Catalogue entry for 
LK=Q is shown following this article.

The longer I work in genealogy the more 
tentative I seem to be getting in making any 
statement about ancestry. In this case the 
disconnect became clear when yDNA testing 
became available to us to use in genealogy 
and appropriate individuals became avail-
able for testing. Without yDNA we might have 
had questions, but we certainly could not say 
anything definitive some other proof docu-
ment. As I look over the multitude of our 
records, one has to wonder if there are others 
in a similar situation, but there aren’t the 
right people being tested to prove the case 
one way or another. 
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At this point, the Society feels that the LK=R 
now properly represents the family unit of 
the immigrant Richard (MA, 1635, R). 

As to LK=Q, there does remain a question as 
to the father of Lt. Richard, and if the John 
Park was indeed his brother, however, we are 
satisfied that we are closer to the true picture 
than we were previously.

Q Richard Parks (b. 1628, ?? – c. 1711, 
MA) (Represented; yDNA), married 
Mary (Unknown), nothing further 
known. Formerly this Richard Parks 
was catalogued as 02R1, but yDNA 
testing has identified him as not part 
of the Richard Parke, LK=R line. His 
further ancestry is unknown at this 
time. See the article published in Vol. 
52#1. Only two children are known, 
there may have been others.

Source Materials: Information con-
cerning this Richard Parks, and his 
descendants are found in the fol-
lowing volumes. Be aware that other 
than Robert Charles Anderson’s Great 
Migration series, all sources consider 
this Richard to be a son of the im-
migrant Richard (01R1) which due 
to yDNA testing we now know to be 
erroneous. 

•	 Genealogy of the Parke Families of 
Massachusetts, by Frank Sylvester 
Parks, (1909)

•	 The Park Family in America, by 
Hazel P. Potter, PS#106, (1964) 

•	 The Parke Scrapbook, Vol. II and 
Vol. III, by Ruby Parke Anderson, 
PS#1, (1970, 1973), be aware that 
her assumption of a relationship 
to Robert Parke (1630) is unsup-
ported and considered incorrect.

• Several other books and mono-
graphs deal with various sub-lines 
of this Richard Parke. There is 
much further information obtained 
from member’s Lineage Applica-
tions and Correspondence. 

•	 The Great Migration: Immigrants to 
New England (series 2) by Robert 
Charles Anderson, Volume V: M-P, 
(2007), pages 360-363. 

Children:

John (02Q1) Park (b. 1667, MA – 
??, ??), married Deliverance Jack-
son, (1657, MA – ??, ??) date and 
place unknown; four daughters, 
only one of which had issue. [For-
merly 03R1]

Lt. Richard (02Q2) Parks (1667, 
MA – 1725, MA), married Elizabeth 
Billings, (1669, MA – 1756, MA) 
1690, Concord, MA; 13 children. 
[Formerly 03R2]

Formerly, this key was identified with 
John Parke (01Q1) of Virginia, which 
has been merged into LK=K to become 
John (03K1).

Members: PS#1213, Dr. Larry Arthur 
Mitchel, Lineage Leader, and many 
members many of which are still ac-
tive.

R  Richard Parke (ca. 1602, Eng-
land-1665, MA) (Represented; yDNA) 
A miller from England to Watertown, 
MA, 1635 aboard the Defence; m. (1) 
in England Margery (Crane?), three 
children; m. (2) after 1656, Sarah 
(Collier) Brewster, widow of Love 
Brewster, no issue. See the article 
published Vol. 52#1. This is an Immi-
grant Line.

Source Materials: Information con-
cerning this Richard Parks, and his 
descendants are found in the fol-
lowing volumes. Be aware that other 
than Robert Charles Anderson’s Great 
Migration series, all sources consider 
this Richard to be a son of the im-
migrant Richard (01R1) which due 
to yDNA testing we now know to be 
erroneous. 

•	 Genealogy of the Parke Families of 
Massachusetts, by Frank Sylvester 

continued on p. 14
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Parks, (1909)

•	 The Park Family in America, by 
Hazel P. Potter, PS#106, (1964) 

•	 The Parke Scrapbook, Vol. II and 
Vol. III, by Ruby Parke Anderson, 
PS#1, (1970, 1973), be aware that 
her assumption of a relationship 
to Robert Parke (1630) is unsup-
ported, and considered incorrect.

• There are several other books and 
monographs that deal with various 
sub-lines of this Richard Parke. 
There is much further information 
obtained from member’s Lineage 
Applications & Correspondence 
(see files). 

•	 The Great Migration: Immigrants to 
New England (series 2) by Robert 
Charles Anderson, Volume V: M-P, 
(2007), pages 360-363. 

Children

Thomas (2R2) (b.1628, England – 
1690, MA) m. Abigail Dix, 9 chil-
dren. Descendants of this line have 
a Lineage Key of R2 in the member-
ship database.

Isabel (2R3) (ca. 1628, England – 
1665, MA) m. Francis Whitmore, 7 
children. Descendants of this line 
have a Lineage Key of R3 in the 
membership database.

Elizabeth (2R4) (ca. 1631, England 
– 1690, MA) m. Edward Winship, 7 
children. Descendants of this line 
have a Lineage Key of R4 in the 
membership database.

While Frank Sylvester Parks argued 
persuasively for the existence of a 
son Richard Parks, (Genealogy of 
the Parke Families of Massachusetts, 
1909, pages 31-34), Robert Charles 
Anderson, in his The Great Migration: 
Immigrants to New England (series 2) 

Volume V: M-P, 2007, pages 360-363, 
did not. [See Parke Society Newsletter, 
2013, Vol. 49#3, page 41]. Following 
that lead, the Richard formerly iden-
tified as 02R1 has now been reclas-
sified with his own Lineage Key as 
01Q1. 

There is sometimes a reference made 
to a Sarah Parke born of the mar-
riage of Richard and Sarah (Collier) 
Brewster, widow of Love Brewster. We 
believe that this is a misidentification 
with the Sarah Parke (3R7) daughter 
of Thomas (2R2) and Abigail Dix.

Moniker: Richard (MA, 1635, R)

Members: PS#1086 Natalie Schutz, 
Lineage Leader, and many members, 
some of whom are still active.g

The Park/e/s DNA Project
By Ken Parks PS#1406

I will be attending the annual Group Admin-
istrator’s Conference in Houston, Texas in 
November, sponsored by Family Tree DNA 
(FTDNA), the testing firm we use for our Y-
DNA project. This will give me an opportunity 
to personally meet, for the first time, our co-
administrator Janet Burks PS#784, attend 
talks by leading experts in the field of DNA 
for genealogy, and interact with other group 
administrators to better learn how they deal 
with common issues. One topic I’ll be dis-
cussing with as many of them as possible 
is whether, and how, they are incorporating 
autosomal test results (known as the Family 
Finder test at FTDNA) into their projects. The 
Family Finder test allows anyone, male or 
female, to test and possibly find related indi-
viduals in any of their recent ancestral lines. 
Though I’ll discuss this topic in greater depth 
in our next newsletter after I’ve had that 
opportunity to learn how others are dealing 
with this type of test, I’d like to give a bit of 
background here to set up that next article.

Our Park/e/s project, like most surname 
projects, utilizes the Y-DNA test. As we’ve 
often mentioned, this test can only be taken 
by males, and in the case of our particular 
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project, by males who bear the Park/e/s sur-
name. This is because the Y-chromosome is 
passed down from father to son, generation 
after generation, thus following the surname. 
The Family Finder test, similar to the test 
now offered by Ancestry, is an autosomal 
test. Autosomal DNA, or atDNA, is found in 
the remaining 22 of the 23 pairs of chromo-
somes we all possess. It is made up of DNA 
from each of our parents, who received it 
from their parents, and so on. Thus, atDNA 
is a mix of DNA we get from all our ancestral 
lines, with the most recent generations repre-
sented by larger segments of inherited atD-
NA, and smaller segments from those family 
lines further up the family tree. By the time 
we go back about six generations or so, the 
inherited segments are generally too small to 
be of any practical use in this test. The test 
therefore lets us determine if someone who 
shares some of these same inherited seg-
ments may be a parent, grandparent, aunt, 
uncle, a sibling, or a cousin. It can estimate 
a relationship out to about the degree of fifth 
cousin. It is not an exact prediction, like 
much of DNA testing, and is not as straight-
forward as Y-DNA in its interpretation.

The difficulties I foresee in incorporating 
autosomal results into our project include 
coming up with a way to present findings ef-
fectively as well as one of time and ability to 
help interpret results. When a match occurs 
with someone with the atDNA test, you must 
get in touch with the individual, look for 
common surnames in your family trees going 
back six or seven generations; if you’re lucky, 
you’ll find only one shared surname. You 
would then compare more detailed family 
lineage information on that shared surname 
in hopes of learning where your lines meet in 
a common ancestry within those five or six 
generations from each of you. 

Should you share two or more common sur-
names, the process becomes more compli-
cated, and only by comparing matches with 
others who share only one of the common 
surnames with all three individuals will you 
be able to narrow down the possible shared 
atDNA. This can become very involved and a 
good knowledge of all of one’s family lines be-
comes important, and that applies to all the 

matching participants. If one or more match-
ing individuals don’t have a pretty compre-
hensive knowledge of their lineages, then you 
may well miss the matching connection. 

I hope this explanation won’t frighten people 
away from taking this test, as it holds the 
potential for breaking down brick walls and 
connecting to branches of your family you 
might not otherwise know about. I offer this 
explanation of the process only to make the 
point that the administrator of a surname 
project will have neither the time, nor the 
knowledge of each individual’s non-Park/e/s 
lineages to be able to help in this process, 
other than in a very general advisory capac-
ity. The burden falls on the individual taking 
the test (or a family member) to learn how to 
interpret the test results and to interact with 
matching participants to find the correct 
family connection.
Change of Policy
As you may be aware, the Parke Society an-
nounced a policy in early 2014 of paying half 
the cost of a Y-DNA test for any male Soci-
ety member with the Park/e/s surname, or 
for someone taking a test at the request of a 
member. At the same time, a call was made 
to the general membership to help support 
this effort by making donations to the DNA 
project’s General Fund. While a number of 
members have taken advantage of the policy, 
the donations to the General Fund have 
not been sufficient to enable us to sustain 
this policy any longer. Should the situation 
change in the future, we will be happy to re-
instate the practice and it will be announced 
here should that happen. Remember, you 
will still get a discounted group rate from 
FTDNA by ordering through our Park/e/s 
DNA project, so do keep that in mind. Dona-
tions to the General Fund are still encour-
aged, and the donation can be designated for 
general use at the administrator’s discretion, 
or specified to be used for a particular lin-
eage or a specific test participant’s order.g

The next editorial due date is 
February 15, 2016



Parke Society NewSletter16

Birthday Congratulations
Maybe genealogy has nothing to do with it, 
but a surprising number of our members are 
living unusually long and productive lives. 
In this issue we’d like to take notice of three 
active members celebrating their 99th birth-
days in 2015. We’re providing addresses in 
case anyone wishes to send a personal card.

Lineage Key Catalog revision
The following is a revision of LK=SW, origi-
nally published in the Newsletter, Vol. 50, 
No. 3:

SW William H(arrison) Parks (c. 1796, 
MD – 1859, IA) (Represented) m. (1) 
unknown, (2) Mrs. Martha (nee un-
known) McMillen (d. ca 1867, IA); nine 
children known. 

Source Materials: Lineage papers 
and correspondence of descendant 
member.

Children: 

Abraham Harris(on) Parks (1823, 
PA – 1900, CA) m. (1) Elizabeth 
C. Graham (1823, OH – 1866, IA), 
1846, Ross Co., OH, five children; 
(2) Mrs. Mary Lavina (Allison) 
Turner (ca. 1828, NC - 1901, CA) 
1866 Iowa, two children.

James Harrison Parks (1819, PA – 
1892, IA) m. Ursula Ramey (1820, 
OH - 1905, MO) 1841, OH; eight 
children.

David H. Parks (1822, PA - ??) m. 
Catherine Hickman (1827, IN - ??) 
May 1850, "on the way to Califor-
nia"; nine children.

Other children: Elizabeth, b. ca 
1818, PA, married a Mr. Hurst; Wil-
liam; John J.; Syra Rebecca; Oliver 
B., b. 1836, OH, m. Martha Jane 
Agan in 1859; Eliza Jane.

PS#605R [no active members on this 
line]g

Charles Rawlinson “Rollo” Park, MD, PhD, 
PS# 266, celebrated his 99th birthday on 
March 2 this year. Dr. Park is a Professor, 
Physiology Emeritus at the Vanderbilt Uni-
versity School of Medicine, Nashville, TN. His 
life’s work has been pretty amazing and there 
is an extensive interview with him from 2009 
on-line at the American Physiological Soci-
ety. He is a 10th generation descendant of 
Richard (01R1) Park through his son Thomas 
(02R2) Park. [305 Wheatfield Cir, Apt 134, 
Brentwood, TN, 37027-4475]

The Rev’d. John Holbrook Parke, PS#62, 
celebrated his 99th birthday on October 
2. Now retired and living at Reed’s Land-
ing in Springfield, MA, he is still enjoying 
life with his family who are nearby and his 
wife Eleanor. Fr. John, an Episcopal priest, 
served parishes in Massachusetts, Virginia, 
California, and Arizona, before returning to 
his home state of Massachusetts, and was 
for many years the Warden (president) of St. 
Luke’s Guild of Physicians, a healing min-
istry of the Episcopal Church. Fr. John is a 
10th generation of Robert (01STW) Parke, 
through his son Thomas (02T1) Parke. [213 
Reed’s Landing, Springfield, MA, 01109-
2055]

Corabelle E. (Parks) DeClerg, PS#842, will 
celebrate her 99th birthday on the Decem-
ber 10 at Portland, MI. Corabelle has had 
a lifelong interest in genealogy and family 
history. In 2012 she made a special trip to 
the newly relocated Shiawassee Historical 
Society located near Owosso, MI to present 
to the Society’s Museum Civil War ribbons 
and medals belonging to William Parks, (her 
great grandfather), Orson Bouch and Levi 
Morse, mounted and framed. Corabelle has 
continued her interest in belonging to the 
Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
and has been involved with the efforts to 
preserve and highlight the Chalker Cemetery 
located near Durand in Shiawassee County, 
MI. Corabelle is a 5th generation descendant 
of Silas Leonard Parks, LK=CU. [Ingham 
County Medical Care, 3860 Dobie Rd, Room 
112, Okemos, MI 48864-3704]

Congratulations to all three members; may 
their birthdays be memorable and happy.g 
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continued on p. 18

In  memoriam
We note with regrets and sympathy to the 
surviving families the following members who 
have passed away.

Longtime Member Lois Marie (Randle) 
Parks, PS#605, of Tomales, Marin County, 
California, passed away Monday, February 
23, 2015, at Taking the Journey Residential 
Care center in Petaluma, Sonoma County, 
California, at the age of 95.

She was born on October 16, 1919 in Roch-
ester, Monroe County, New York, to Louis 
H and Marie (Crawford) Randle. They were 
Baptist missionaries to China, which is 
where Lois spent her first seven years of life. 
She graduated from Redlands University in 
1942 with a BA in literature and a minor in 
religion. She had previously met her future 
husband at Marin Junior College, and they 
were married in 1943. 

Moving to Tomales, California, Lois embraced 
the life of being a rancher’s wife, and was 
very active member of the community. She 
held many roles in the local Presbyterian 
Church as well as being involved with the To-
males PTA, school board member, and sup-
porting her children in 4-H and FFA, sport-
ing and school events. 

She was the driving force behind the found-
ing of the Tomales History Center, serving 

as president from 1982 to 1999 and curator 
from 1998 to 2008.

She traveled back to China twice and in 1992 
published In Peril Oft: Letters from China, an 
anthology of the letters between Pastor Louis 
and his family stateside from 1920 to 1927.

She also successfully published a zucchini 
cookbook which she edited, and which sold 
more than 10,000 copies.

Lois is predeceased by her parents, her 
husband Roy Allisson Park (in 1981) and a 
son, Wayne (in 2006). Survivors include her 
sister Helen Randle; Children Bob, Glenn, 
and Sharon; several grandchildren and great 
grandchildren, and many nieces and neph-
ews.

A Memorial service was held for Lois Parks at 
the Tomales Presbyterian Church on March 
4, 2015.

Lois (Randle) Parks was researching her 
husband’s line, being the fourth generation 
from a William Harrison Parks (1796–1860) 
through his son Abraham Harris Parks, to 
William Edward Parks, to Roy Allison Parks, 
L=SW (see previous page for revised entry).

The Society recently learned of the death of 
Maxine Elsie (Arrants) Parks, PS#328, late 
of Ogallala, Custer County, Nebraska, on 
Saturday, June 30, 2012 at the age of 85.
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The first line is through his mother, Minnie 
Irene Grace Park (1904–1934). In this line 
Homer Lloyd Parks is a 9th generation de-
scendant of Roger Park, of West Jersey, LK= 
K through his son Roger, to William, Zebu-
lon, John, Cornelius, William Henry to said 
Minnie Irene Grace Park.

The second line is through his father, Harold 
John Parks, which represents an interesting 
situation. 

Harold John was the son of Henry Oscar, 
and the grandson of Sarah Simms. Sarah 
was married twice, first to J. Alfred Parks 
(1828-1864) with seven children thereby. Af-
ter Mr. Parks died, she married secondly an 
Alfred Slack (1827-1882) in 1866. She had 
two children by him, surnamed Slack: Eliza 
Sarah (1867-1948) and Henry Oscar (1871–
1957). However, Alfred Slack and Sarah 
divorced in 1871, and after moving to Iowa, 
she subsequently raised them under the 
surname Parks. Hence, Homer Lloyd Parks is 
technically a “Slack” although he carries the 
Park/e/s surname.

We identify this second line under the 
LK=LY, and are tracking both the descen-
dants of the first marriage (to J. Alfred Slack) 
and the descendants of the second marriage 
(to Alfred Slack) since they are carrying the 
surname of Parks. This of course brings us 
back to the arguments relating to nature 
(DNA) versus culture (surnames). In this 
case, Henry Oscar and Harold John, and 
subsequently, Homer Lloyd and his siblings 
were raised and enculturated as Park/e/s. 
The Slack name and history has no meaning 
to them at all. The actual founder of the Lin-
eage Key is William Parks (1801–1878) and 
Sarah Redfern (1801–1872). They immigrated 
from Liverpool, England in 1849. Alfred 
Slack’s parents were John Slack and Susan-
nah Bennet. He immigrated from England in 
1854.

By the way, it is interesting to note that 
Alfred Slack is to be found in the J. Alfred 
Parks household in the 1860 census of Rock 
County, Wisconsin as a boarder. 

She was the daughter of the late John Baily 
and Elsie Beryl (Fiscus) Arrants, born on 
August 29, 1926 in Bayard, Morrill County, 
Nebraska, attending schools in the sur-
rounding area.

In 1944 she was united in marriage to Homer 
Lloyd Parks at Bridgeport, Morrill County, 
Nebraska. To this union three children were 
born. Homer and Maxine lived throughout 
the Sandhills of Nebraska in many different 
places before settling in Callaway. 

Maxine had various jobs including a ranch 
and school cook, waitress and also worked in 
a lab at the Scottsbluff Hospital. When they 
moved to Callaway, they ran Parks Daycare 
for twenty years.

Maxine was active in several women’s 
groups, including helping to start and orga-
nize the “Compassionate Friends” group in 
North Platte. Among her hobbies were sew-
ing, crocheting, quilting, collecting stamps 
and arrowheads. Besides being an avid cook, 
Maxine took great pride in her genealogical 
work. 

Maxine was predeceased by her parents, her 
husband of 64 years, Homer Lloyd Parks (in 
2008), her son George Emery (in 1975), and 
daughter Elsie Irene (in 2006). 

She is survived by her daughter Katherine 
Fawntine Chu, son-in-law Charles Trumbull, 
seven grandchildren, five great-grandchil-
dren and one great-great-grandchild, her 
sister Bessie Hubbard, several sisters and 
brothers-in-law, and one Aunt, Ethel Plock of 
Bridgeport, Nebraska.

Funeral Services were held on July 3, 2012 
at the Callaway Community Center, with 
burial at the Rose Hill Cemetery in Callaway, 
Nebraska.

Maxine and her husband, Homer, worked 
throughout their lives on their Park/e/s 
ancestry eventually finding that they had two 
lines, one of which was technically not Park/
e/s though it carries the Park/e/s surname.

In memoriam 
cont’d from p. 17
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We belatedly acknowledge the passing of 
Thomas Alvin Parks, Jr., PS#1108, a sixth 
generation descendant of Thomas Bird Parks 
(1779-1849), LK=FR. This fragment line 
originated in Virginia and migrated to Geor-
gia, and DNA has linked it genetically to two 
other lineages, LK=DO and LK=OX. The obit-
uary below, written by his son, Tom Parks, is 
reprinted here with his permission.

Thomas Alvin Parks Jr., 91, passed away 
peacefully Sunday, March 24, 2013, at home 
in The Villages, Fla. Born Dec. 22, 1921, in 
Stone Mountain, Ga., Tom was the only child 
of Thomas and Virginia (Walton) Parks.

In 1939, he was graduated from Jamestown 
High School in Jamestown, N.D. In the two 
years after high school, before the outbreak 
of World War II, Tom attended Georgia Tech 
and the University of Minnesota. “After 
Pearl Harbor,” he would say, “Everything 
changed.” He immediately left school and 
enlisted in the Army Air Corps, training to 
become a bomber pilot. In late 1943, First Lt. 
Parks was on his ninth mission out of Eng-
land when his B-17 was shot down over Bre-
men, Germany. He was 21 years old and the 
youngest man in the plane when he ordered 
the nine men under his command to bail out 
of their stricken aircraft over enemy territory. 
In a letter to Tom’s parents after the war, one 
of those men credits the crew’s survival to 
the quality of their pilot’s training and lead-
ership. They all spent the last 18 months 
of the conflict as POWs. After the war, Tom 

returned to Georgia Tech to pursue a degree 
in industrial engineering. Fatefully, in 1947, 
while still a student, he met the beautiful 
Evelyn C. Cole of Winter Harbor who was in 
town on business for just three days. Appar-
ently, they were each exactly what the other 
was looking for. After a couple of dates and 
seven months of letter writing, they married 
in Washington, D.C. Tom was called back to 
the Air Force for Korea and honorably dis-
charged in 1954. In 1955, he began a long 
career as a production manager in the carpet 
industry with Mohasco, eventually retiring in 
1983. After retirement, Tom and Evelyn trav-
eled the country playing a lot of golf before fi-
nally settling in The Villages…largely because 
of its abundance of golf courses.

He is survived by Evelyn; son, Tom, and his 
wife, Casi, of Los Angeles; daughter, Susan 
Parks and her daughter, Colee, of Lubbock, 
Texas; son, Joe and his wife, Susan, and 
their daughters, Ginnie, Cassie, and Carrie, 
of Lake Geneva, Wis.

Capt. Parks will be interred at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, joining those brothers and 
sisters-in-arms who went before him after 
serving so well the country they loved so 
much. Memorials may be made to the Ameri-
can Diabetes Association and The Mighty 
Eighth Air Force Museum, Pooler, Ga.

Posted on Facebook, again reprinted with 
permission of the author, son Tom Parks:

Arlington National Cemetery Oct 31, 2013 for 
my father.

He flew the missions he was asked to fly. He 
was shot down and spent 18 months as a 
prisoner of war and he got himself and the 9 
men under his command home safely. Yet he 
didn’t think he had done anything special. If 
you asked him, he would tell you, “I was just 
doing my job.”

He was a great pilot... for his crew and for his 
family.g
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The next editorial due date is 
February 15, 2016

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!

1642 Patricia Sue Esrael
 Lexington, KY

 Lineage is Roger of NJ, LK=K. Line 
is Roger1, John2, John3, Ebenezer4, 
Eli5, George Washington6, Joel Col-
lins7, John Embry8, Blanche9 Parks 
who married William Walter Tipton, to 
member10.

1643 Sandra Jean Sullivan
 Clermont, FL 

 Lineage is Robert of MA, LK=T. Line is 
Robert1, Thomas2, Nathaniel3, Jo-
seph4, James5, Cyrenius6, Joseph7, 
John Edward8, Thomas Henry9 , 
Mabel Bell10 Parks who married Floyd 
Jackson, Olive Ilene11 Jackson who 
married Leroy Bernard Olson to mem-
ber12.

1644 Deborah Marie Park 
 Selinsgrove, PA 

 Lineage is the Alexander line, LK=KY. 
Line is Alexander1KY, James2KY, to 
Robert Chester3KY ,who married Sally 
Ann3KY Park (Alexander2KY, Alexan-
der1KY as for husband), to David4, 
Chester George5, LuRue Irving6, Or-
ville Chester7, to Spouse to member 
David Stephen8 Park.g

Have you renewed?
Check the date on your envelope.

Don’t miss the next issue!

Fact or fiction: “Sir” Robert?
By Robert Leon Parke, PS#755

David L Parke, previous (and longtime) editor 
of the Parke Society Newsletter, and Histo-
rian Tad Parks have addressed the question 
many times whether Robert Parke (MA, 1630, 
STW) was knighted, and so should be repre-
sented as Sir Robert Parke. The information 
that we gather from the Internet should be 
carefully weighed and determined if accurate. 
The continued unsubstantiated statement 
that Robert Park who came to Massachusetts 
in 1630 with the Winthrop Fleet should be 
called Sir Robert or just Mr. 

There’s no dispute that Robert was a man 
of some means and did not come to the New 
World through dire necessity or to better his 
condition but rather through a desire to have 
more religious freedom. We have looked for 
over 33 years for a link or credible evidence 
that would clearly identify him as Sir Rob-
ert. We have carefully reviewed the updated 
Burke’s Peerage, which has provided au-
thoritative genealogical records of historical 
families for more than 189 years and is the 
foremost genealogical publisher recording the 
genealogy and heraldry of the peerage, bar-
onetage, knightage and landed gentry of the 
United Kingdom. Burke’s Peerage does not 
provide documented proof that Robert was 
ever knighted or held the title of Sir. In both 
Ancestors of American Presidents, compiled 
by Gary Boyd Roberts, and American Ances-
tors and Cousins of the Princess of Wales, he 
is referred to as Robert Parke. 

One would think that it Robert held the title 
of Sir he would have noted that in his letter 
to The Right Worshipful Sir John Winthrop 
but there again the letter was signed your as-
sured friend to commanded, Ro Parke.g

Got something to say? A family story to 
share? A query? A footnote to an arti-

cle? Advice? A good genealogical joke?

Write it up and send it to 

parkenews@parke.org


