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I am extremely honored to serve as president 
of the Parke Society. Our outgoing president, 
Ken Parks, deserves an enormous thank you 
from all of us— for guiding the Society so 
ably these past seven years. He has been a 
terrific role model, and his shoes will be im-
possible to fill. Luckily for all of us, Ken will 
serve as vice president of the Society for an 
additional year and will continue to serve as 
a trustee for the next three years. I am espe-
cially grateful that I will be able to rely on his 
wise counsel during my term.

For those of you who do not know me, let 
me take a moment to introduce myself. I 
was born in Charlottesville, VA, daughter of 
Robert Tyler Corney and Elizabeth Jo (nee 
Miller) Corney, and grew up in Nashville, TN, 

where I graduated 
high school from the 
University School of 
Nashville. I attended 
Mount Vernon College 
(now part of George 
Washington Universi-
ty) in Washington, DC, 
earning a BA in Public 
Affairs and Govern-
ment, and received a 
Juris Doctor from the 

University of Pittsburgh (PA) School of Law in 
1987. 

I joined Comcast Cable Communications as 
Assistant General Counsel in October 2000, 
serving as one of two senior telephony attor-
neys to the Company’s telecommunications 
subsidiaries. My practice evolved and I was 
the primary legal counsel to the Company’s 
multiple commercial services divisions for 
over fifteen years. For the last two years I 
have served as Sr. Managing Director of Con-
tract Compliance for Comcast Business.

In addition to my legal work, I have been 
involved with various charitable, educational 
and nonprofit organizations, including the 
Junior League of Philadelphia, New England 
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Contact Information
Parke Society Board members live all over the country. Before 
sending a request, inquiry, article, suggestion, dues, or lineage mate-
rials, please check the listing below to be sure the material is directed 
to the proper Board member. 
ADDRESSES AND OTHER MEMBERSHIP CHANGES: 
Send all changes of mailing address, name, phone number, email 
address, reports of deaths or other important family events to our 
Executive Director, Fr. Michael (Tad) Parks at 70741.2122@com-
puserve.com, or by surface mail to him at 

P.O. Box 590
Milwaukee, WI 53201-0590
Phone: (414) 332-9984

CONVOCATIONS: Send questions to President and Convocation 
Coordinator, Susan Van Allen at scvanallen01@comcast.net
DNA TESTING: Send DNA questions to our DNA Group Adminis-
trator, Ken M. Parks at parksken49@gmail.com.
DUES: Send dues and dues-related questions to our Secretary: 

Mrs. Joanne G. Rodgers PS#1523 
108 Crestview Drive
Duncansville, PA 16635-6938

Make dues payments payable to The Parke Society, Inc. (Note: please 
do not send these questions to the Treasurer.) Very important: be 
sure to include your membership number on your check!
GENEALOGY QUESTIONS AND MATERIALS: Send these 
to our Historian, Fr. Michael (Tad) Parks at 70741.2122@com-
puserve.com, or by surface mail to 

P.O. Box 590
Milwaukee, WI 53201-0590

Please also send such materials to your Lineage Leader, if you have 
one. 
COMMENTS, SUGGESTIONS, AND CRITICISMS: Send all 
general correspondence of this kind to our President, Kenneth M. 
Parks PS#1406 at parksken49@gmail.com.

LIBRARY: Send all questions relating to the Library, including 
library loans, to Kenneth M. Parks at parksken49@gmail.com.

MEMBERSHIP: Send questions concerning Parke Society mem-
bership, requests for membership packets, and all application materi-
als to our Registrar, Mr. Wm. Robert “Rob” Stamm at registrar@
parke.org.

NEWSLETTER: Send article submissions and comments to our 
Editor, Paul Jordan-Smith at parkenews@parke.org. If you don’t 
have email, send all typed materials to 

Fr. Michael (Tad) Parks PS#425H
P.O. Box 590
Milwaukee, WI 53201-0590

Please note: handwritten submissions cannot be accepted.
WEBSITE: Send all suggestions and comments to the webmaster, 
Paul Jordan-Smith at webmaster@parke.org. 
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President’s Message
cont’d from p. 1

continued on p. 4

Historical Genealogical Society, Lower Merion 
Affordable Housing Board, Philadelphia His-
torical Society, The Church of the Redeemer 
(Bryn Mawr, PA), the Girl Scouts of South-
eastern Pennsylvania, Wheels of Wellness 
and the Baldwin School (Bryn Mawr, PA). I 
currently sit on the Executive Committee of 
the Board of Directors for Main Line School 
Night (Radnor, PA), and serve as Recording 
Secretary of the Blair Society for Genealogical 
Research. I have two adult daughters Kather-
ine and Phoebe, and live in Haverford, PA.

I have been researching genealogy for almost 
thirty years; documenting my own Parke 
family line (Robert Parke – MA 1630 – Lin-
eage Key T) among others. Having seen how 
other genealogy organizations struggle to 
keep “the doors open”, I am in awe of the 
work our Parke Society leaders, editors, 
and research specialists have done to keep 
our organization healthy and ongoing.  But 
just because the Parke Society is doing well 
doesn’t mean that we can’t do even better. 
One of my goals for the next year is to in-
crease member participation.  While I will 
write more about specific opportunities in 
upcoming issues, I invite you to reach out 
to me if you are interested in volunteering in 
any capacity with the Society. I would also 
like to understand your interests so we can 
develop plans for future Society endeavors 
such as publications, tasks, and preservation 
projects. Feel free to send suggestions, advice 
and ideas to me as well (scvanallen01@com-
cast.net).

I would like to express my sincere appre-
ciation to all members for their continued 
support of the Parke Society. Without your 
membership fees and donations (both time 
and money), our organization would not be 
able to continue. 
Warm Regards, 
Susan Van Allen #1653
President, Parke Society

Annual Meeting in a Nutshell
At the Annual Meeting held in Harrisburg, 
PA, September 28-29, 2019, the following 
people were elected to service as Officers of 
the Parke Society for 2019-2020:

Susan Van Allen, PS#1653 - President
Kenneth Melvin Parks, PS#1406 - Vice 

President
Joanne G. Rodgers, PS#1523 – Secretary
Lu E. Terock, PS#861 – Treasurer
Fr. Michael Parks, PS#425 – Historian

The following people were elected to service 
as Trustee for a three-year term (through 
2022):

Kenneth Melvin Parks, PS#1406 
Ronald Neal Parks, PS#1406

Finances have remained at a consistent level 
over the past couple of years. Membership 
in 2019 decreased, but we saw an increase 
in donations. Careful cost management and 
volunteer efforts have kept Society spending 
to a minimum. The Board voted to continue 
the annual transfer of $1,000 from the Life 
Reserve account to the general operating 
account, and also voted to subsidize a por-
tion of the cost of yDNA testing for selected 
participants (to assist in building out certain 
lines of the Parke Society yDNA Project), up 
to $1,000.

For a copy of the minutes from the Annual 
Meeting, please contact Susan Van Allen, 
scvanallen01@comcast.net.g 

So long, farewell, auf 
Wiedersehen, adieu!
By Ken Parks PS#1406
Actually, the title of this piece is a bit mis-
leading, as I’m not really leaving the Parke 
Society, but I am taking leave of my role as 
president. I’ll continue to serve on the board 
of trustees and as administrator of the DNA 
project, so I probably should have chosen a 
more appropriate musical song title instead. 
Perhaps “Move On” from Sunday in the Park 
with George would have been more apt.
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As some of you may know, the past five years 
have been a period of transition for me. Re-
tired from acting, my spouse and I left New 
York City and moved to Lowell, Massachu-
setts for several years before moving full time 
to our New York Catskills home three years 
ago. Two major moves, a large-scale home 
renovation, and a few health issues sprinkled 
in along the way took my time and attention 
away from genealogy and the Parke Society, 
much to my dismay. 

Upon settling into our newly-renovated 
home, I became involved with the local opera 
company with the intention of lending a 
hand, utilizing the skills learned from thirty 
years in the theatre. What began as an effort 
to lighten the burden of the wonderful wom-
an trying to manage all aspects of the small 
opera company morphed into serving on the 
board, designing and building sets, direct-
ing and occasionally performing. This past 
spring I officially became general manager, 
and I soon realized the scope of the work 
ahead left precious little time to devote to 
other efforts, so it became clear we needed to 
find someone to pick up the neglected reins 
at the Parke Society. I’m pleased and grateful 
that Susan Van Allen has agreed to serve as 
president, and I know her energy and expe-
rience with other organizations will be just 
the boost the Society needs to begin moving 
forward again. 

Though I regret not having been able to 
implement some of the projects I had hoped 
to establish, perhaps down the road we can 
pick some of them up with renewed interest. 
I thank all of our members for their contin-
ued support of the Society; I know that with 
Susan’s able leadership we can keep this or-
ganization intact and thriving in the years to 
come! So again, this is certainly not goodbye, 
but merely “until we meet again.”g

Past President’s Farewell
cont’d from p. 3

Where we stand
Following my report to the trustees at our 
2019 annual meeting, as I did after our 2018 
annual meeting (see V55#1), this article will 
briefly sum up where our DNA project stands 
as we head into the new year.

The number of subgroups in the project 
remains the same, with 34 subgroups plus 
one group of Park/e/s surnamed men whose 
test results do not appear to belong to any 
of the groups and do not appear to match 
any other Park/e/s surnamed test partici-
pants. Whether their results represent a new, 
distinct genetic Park/e/s line remains to 
be seen as the database grows over time. In 
some instances, some of the participants in 
this group clearly match others with sur-
names other than Park/e/s, indicating the 
presence of an NPE (non-paternal event) 
somewhere in their direct male lineage.

The number of participants in the 34 sub-
groups has grown modestly over the past 
year, from 251 to 268, an addition of 17 new 
participants. This is a much slower pace of 
new members compared to several years 
ago and is likely due to decreased efforts on 
our part to generate interest in the project 
through the various social media outlets. Ef-
forts to grow the project will be discussed in 
the last section of this article.
Where we’re going
As mentioned in last year’s recap, of the total 
number of Linage Keys (LKs) the Parke Soci-
ety has assigned over the years, only about 
25% are currently represented in the DNA 
project. We did, however, add several ad-
ditional LKs to the existing subgroups. Our 
goal remains to have as many LKs repre-
sented genetically as possible. The knowledge 
this would provide, both to the Society and 
the participants themselves, would be invalu-
able. With fuller representation it is likely 
that many previously unrepresented lines 
would show a genetic connection to one of 
the existing subgroups, but almost certainly 
new genetically distinct Park/e/s lineages 

Park/e/s DNA Surname Project
by Ken Parks PS#1406

The next editorial due date is 
February 15, 2020
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would also be identified. Efforts to achieve 
fuller representation of all LKs will be out-
lined in the next section.

Another goal of the project is to encourage 
increased participation by male Park/e/s 
individuals still living in the British Isles, 
preferably with some knowledge of their 
particular family’s ancestry. As this group 
grows in our project, the benefit to those 
already in the project, particularly those in 
the United States and Canada, will be to help 
pinpoint where their genetic homeland might 
be. Some early immigrant lines known to 
the Parke Society have been well-researched 
and already possess that knowledge, but for 
many, knowing where their ancestors came 
from remains a mystery. My own genetic 
group has been fortunate over the past 
year or so to determine our likely genetic 
homeland was in County Armagh, North-
ern Ireland, and I’d love to see others in the 
project learn where their genetic roots lie in 
the British Isles. We have a standing offer 
with ISOGG (International Society of Genetic 
Genealogy) to pay for a Y-DNA37 test for any 
male Park/e/s individual who appears at one 
of their genealogy roadshow events, provided 
they supply at least a three generation fam-
ily tree. To date this has yielded no useful 
results, but the offer remains in place.
How we get there
A systematic effort to find eligible test par-
ticipants from unrepresented LKs needs to 
be undertaken. The first avenue to find them 
would be through our own Parke Society 
members from the unrepresented LKs. Some 
might be a male Park/e/s who could test, 
but in most cases it is likely the Society 
member would have to help locate an eligible 
test participant from their line. To assist this 
effort, the Parke Society has allocated funds 
to be set aside in the DNA project’s General 
Fund, dedicated to pay half of the cost of a Y-
DNA37 test for anyone descending from one 
of the unrepresented LKs. If the results show 
a connection to a known subgroup in our 
project, that would be the extent of the Soci-
ety’s subsidy of future testing on that par-
ticular Lineage Key. However, if the results 

show no clear connection to other Park/e/s 
males, we would consider subsidizing an-
other targeted test participant to confirm the 
results of the first tester. The decision to do 
so would be at the discretion of the group 
administrator.

If a test participant cannot be found for an 
unrepresented LK through our members, 
then a search of social media might locate 
someone who would then be contacted di-
rectly by the group administrator. This could 
be a time-consuming project, and we would 
encourage our members from that particular 
Lineage Key to help with this search if possi-
ble. Of course, if there are any members out 
there who would like to volunteer to under-
take a search for the sheer fun of the hunt, 
we’d welcome their help!

As we did last year, we will publish the list 
of LKs currently represented in the Park/e/s 
DNA project below. If your particular LK is 
not on the list, we would encourage you to 
contact us about finding a suitable test par-
ticipant. If you are not sure what your LK is, 
feel free to send us a quick email and we’ll 
provide you with that information.

Lineage Keys currently represented in the 
DNA project:
A C G K P Q R
S T X Z AN AO AP
AR AS BO CC CU CV CW
CX DO DP DR DU DX EN
EO EP EV EW FO FR FT
GO GP GU GW GZ HP HS
IP IU IW JJ JN JO JP
JQ KY LL LN LO LQ MN
MO MP NP NW NY OO OX
PN PZ QO QP QR RO RP
RU RY SN SO TZ UO VN
VO VP VU WP WQ WR WZ
XO XP XW XZ YN YO YQ
YZ ZN ZY ZX   

continued on p. 6
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Park/e/s DNA Surname Project
cont’d from p. 5

A reminder
This year’s administrator’s conference held 
by Family Tree DNA (FTDNA), our testing 
firm, will be held November 13-15. Though 
no formal announcement has been made, 
FTDNA generally kicks of their annual end-
of-year sale on the last day of the conference, 
so anyone thinking about ordering a test or 
upgrading an existing test should be pre-
pared to take advantage of the lower prices. 
The sale will most likely begin on November 
15 and continue until midnight, December 
31, 2019. Mark your calendars!g

Another set of Annual Trustee and Corpo-
rate meetings have come and gone. I am a 
real proponent of these face to face meetings. 
While software and services out there could 
allow us to meet without leaving the comfort 
of our homes, there is something to be said 
about sitting across the table from one an-
other and seeing the reactions to proposals 
or comments. Will it go over like a lead bal-
loon, or will there be enthusiasm? True, you 
can sort of get a feel via “Go to Meeting” soft-
ware, but in face-to-face meetings you have 
the opportunity to modify or compromise 
on proposals in order to come to acceptable 
results. The other nice thing about meeting 
face to face, is that we get to have meals to-
gether and to get to know one another better. 
This is especially important in an organiza-
tion such as ours which is so geographically 
dispersed. While it is true that Annual Meet-
ings do cost both the Society and us indi-
vidually for travel, lodging and meals, I think 
that the expense is well worth the cost. The 
other plus of these annual meetings is that 
we sometimes get to meet regular members 
who drop by to learn more about us and how 
we work as happened again this year.

From the Executive Director: 
Society Business 
by (Fr.) Michael (Tad) Parks+, PS #425H

The Parke Society met for its Annual Trust-
ees and Corporate meetings September 28-
29 at the Country Inns and Suites in Harris-
burg, PA. We have been using that location 
for the past eight years as it is reasonable 
in cost, and convenient for most of the Core 
Staff. Most of the real work happens at the 
Saturday First Trustee’s Meeting where pret-
ty much everything is hashed out, thereby 
making the Sunday meetings very quick and 
to the point.

I wear two hats in the Core Staff of the Soci-
ety, first as the Historian (or society genealo-
gist general) and secondly as the Executive 
Director. In this second role I basically func-
tion as the point man for the day to day oper-
ations. I manage the databases, and produce 
all of the necessary mailing lists. I act as the 
third point in our financial structure thereby 
assuring appropriate internal controls. I help 
to set agendas, and make suggestions as to 
policies and procedures.

Another reason for an Executive Director-
ship is that when talking to someone outside 
of the organization, they understand that 
the Executive Director has an authoritative 
role in the governance of the organization; 
something that the title of Historian does not 
really convey.

For this year’s meetings, I prepared three 
white papers on the status of the Society and 
planning. The questions being asked were, 
how are we doing, and what are the issues 
that we should be looking at now instead 
of later. In preparing these white papers, I 
relied on my experiences as a CPA in tax and 
audit practice.

Most lay people do not really understand the 
role of a CPA in doing an audit of an organi-
zation. The purpose of a financial audit is not 
to determine whether there is any fraud or fi-
nancial malfeasance. An audit will never say 
that an organization is free of embezzlement. 
The purpose is to review financial statements 
and determine whether the reported results 
are in accordance with “Generally Accepted 
Accounting Principles (GAAP)” so that the 
statements can be relied upon to make fi-
nancial or investment decisions. Statements 
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prepared according to GAAP reflect how that 
company is doing financially.

Fraud might be discovered when examining 
a company’s financial statements, and if that 
is the case, then it’s time for the engagement 
partner to have a little discussion with the 
owner, partners, or Board as to how to pro-
ceed. That usually entails an additional en-
gagement and costs, and depending upon the 
circumstances, CPA firms have been known 
to withdraw from the engagement altogether.

Another question lurking in the back of the 
auditor’s mind, perhaps not expressed, but 
there anyway, is the question, “Is this com-
pany or organization an ‘on-going concern?’” 
Can we expect it to still be in business for 
the foreseeable future?

So as Executive Director—and as a CPA—
I set about in the white papers to ask the 
question in regards to the question: “Is the 
Parke Society, Inc. an ‘on-going concern.’” 
I addressed it from three important angles: 
financial, resources, and business opportu-
nities, and I am happy to report that in all 
three areas we are in stable condition. We do, 
however, need to be aware of some cautions.

Financially, we operate with a really tight 
belt. Almost all our operating revenue comes 
from membership dues, so timely renewals 
are very important. While we have a Reserved 
Life Membership fund, the earnings on it, 
in today’s market, are not very good. We’re 
reluctant to raise dues as that always chases 
members away. Donations and gifts are 
always welcome. And we really would hope 
that members might consider providing for 
the Society, in their final plans.

We’ve seen a decrease in new memberships 
over the last couple of years and don’t know 
why. Has the change from hard copy to PDF 
forms (delivered via email) a problem? Are 
prospects daunted by the Lineage Applica-
tion Form? (To be sure, we’re no help if we 
don’t know where the prospect is in their 
genealogical search.) The Trustees have voted 
to send some sort of simple survey to non-
responding prospects to see why they are not 
following through.

In terms of resources, we look to our key 
players. While our main aim is to be the 
clearing house of Park/e/s genealogical in-
formation, that can’t be accomplished with-
out a small group of dedicated individuals 
that take care of the back-office operations 
of the Society. The Secretary, Treasurer and 
Registrar are key individuals. Without capa-
ble and trustworthy individuals in these po-
sitions, the work of the Historian and Editor 
would soon grind to a halt. We are none of us 
young, and no one can be expected to carry 
out these roles for the rest of their lives, so 
we always need to be prepared to deal with 
finding replacements. At this year’s meeting 
one key person announced retirement prob-
ably in the next year or two. While it’s good 
to know of these possible vacancies ahead 
of time, unexpected events could upset our 
operations. Perhaps we need to think about 
contingency planning.

In my next installment, I will cover some of 
the other topics that were addressed in the 
white papers.
Renewal time
The renewals for the 2020 membership year 
will be going into the mail sometime in No-
vember. Your speedy response to that mail-
ing will be greatly appreciated. It’s still only 
$30 a year.g

Historian’s Corner
by (Fr.) Michael (Tad) Parks+, PS #425H

Researching our found treasures
I cannot overemphasize the importance of 
keeping track of family genealogical trea-
sures. Pictures, documents, letters, and so 
on. I know that I have harped on this a lot, 
but time and again, I hear about how the 
houses of deceased relatives get cleaned out 
by everything meeting the dumpster. Later in 
this article I touch on some specific steps we 
need to be taking, especially in a world where 
everything is not necessarily in a photo al-
bum or on paper.
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Figure 1

The Burrows family name is somewhat famil-
iar to me, though I am unsure why. I don’t 
know it if relates to the Parks side of the fam-
ily, or her Shaver family. It might also relate 
to the Rossman family who lived across the 
fields from my grandmother, and who were 
thick as mud with one another. Nevertheless 
it ended up with her, and so I now have pos-
session of it, for better or for worse.

I decided that it would be a good thing to 
try to figure out who this Sylvester Burrows 
was, and how he is related to me, if at all. I 
first created a family group sheet based on 
the information on the sampler. I consider 
this sampler to be primary evidence, because 
I believe it to have been created by a fam-
ily member, with knowledge certain, and it 
was created contemporaneous to the events 
named. 

Historian’s Corner
cont’d from p. 7

When my grandmother passed away some 
years ago, I got most of the genealogically 
valuable materials. Letters between her and 
her oldest son covering 1933 to about 1955; 
several photo albums and scrap books; her 
“secret” files of neighborhood scandals (she 
was a Red Cross official during WWII and 
became aware of a few things that weren’t 
generally known or being shared); some 
quilts and afghans; and most interestingly, 
three samplers, one of which has sent me on 
a genealogical journey.

Samplers are, I’m afraid, a lost art. Perhaps 
in some communities, as among the Amish, 
the tradition continues, but in general young 
people today have no idea what a “sampler” 
is, or what its purpose was. Their history 
goes back many hundreds of years, but 
because they are fabric based, they have 
not always stood up to the test of time and 
elements. The typical needlework sampler 
is a piece of embroidery or cross-stitching 
produced as a “specimen of achievement,” as 
a demonstration or a test of skill in needle-
work. Figure 1 demonstrates the classic sam-
pler that was created by young girls in ages 
past. It often includes the alphabet, figures, 
motifs, decorated borders and sometimes the 
name of the person who embroidered it and 
the date. The word sampler  is derived from 
the Latin exemplum which means ‘example’.1  
Unfortunately this one isn’t signed, so I have 
no idea who made it or when. 

The second one is a bit different. It consists 
of some sort of kitchen towel that various 
people embroidered their names on, and 
a year date. I believe this belonged to my 
grandmother, but I have not yet tried to 
figure out all of the initials. I am assuming 
it was individuals from her home village of 
Niverville, NY, but that remains to be proven. 
The dates are all in 1908. (Figure 2)

The third and final example that I have is a 
genealogical family record, and has proved 
most interesting. (Figure 3). It relates to the 
family of Sylvester Burrows, his three wives 
and seven children. I don’t know who did 
it, but it is dated 1844. Some of the threads 
have since worn away, but the stain of the 
thread’s ink has left enough information that 
you can pretty well make heads and tails of 
the family.

Figure 2

Figure 3
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The next step was to start scrounging around 
the internet to see what I might find. One of 
the first hits was from Find a Grave, which 
gave me Sylvester’s burial site in the Fog Hill 
Cemetery, Austerlitz, Columbia County, NY. 
Since I was back east visiting family, I decid-
ed to make a trip over to Austerlitz to see his 
grave marker for myself. 

continued on p. 10

Fog Hill Cemetery, Austerlitz

As stated in the History of Columbia County, 
New York, a large number of small burial-
grounds are scattered about the town of 
Austerlitz, most of them private ones, and 
are unfortunately, sadly neglected.2 Fog Hill 
was a typical example: hard to locate, and in 
terrain that required one to watch where one 
was walking. But I did find it and the said 
stone, with the help of a couple of senior citi-
zen hikers. Also known as Frenchmen’s Cem-
etery (I have no knowledge at this point of 
the origin of either name), 93% of the graves 
have been photographed and documented. 
No other Burrows graves are in that plot, nor 
any names that I had found associated with 
the Burrows Sampler. 

Sylvester Burrows grave marker

A Veteran’s flag was on the grave, but I 
didn’t see the service for which it was placed. 
It may have been for service in the War of 
1812, but that is still unknown.

The next step was to see if I could find any 
genealogical information, which took me, as 
one would expect, to Ancestry.com. What 
disappointed me with all of the public trees 
that I looked at was that Sylvester was 
shown with only one marriage, to his third 
wife, Eunice Bunker, and listings for five of 
the seven children, none of whom were hers, 
but belonged, according to the sampler, to 
his first two wives.

There is more work to be done on Sylvester 
Burrows. I intend to talk with the town his-
torian, and to see if I can get a handle on any 
other cemeteries in the area, looking for his 
first two wives, and perhaps children.

I have sent messages to owners of some of 
the “private” ancestry trees, in hopes that 
they would get in touch with me, but I have 
never had very good luck with follow-up on 
Ancestry messaging. Finally, I am thinking of 
building a public tree for Sylvester Burrows, 
with the information that I have, including a 
picture of the sampler, to let them know that 
I have the goods on Sylvester Burrows. We 
shall see where this takes us.

So far, I have only found marriages and off-
spring for three of the children, Alvira, Mind-
well, and Sylvester, Jr. Sylvester’s parentage 
is another story: it might be an Amos or it 
might be an Asa. Again, further research will 
be needed. Hopefully someone who sees my 
posting can authoritatively fill in the gaps. 
And I can eventually figure out if he belongs 
to me or not.

So there we are. The finding of a genealogi-
cal treasure, and the resulting search. The 
investigation continues, and I will report on 
any continuing results in the future.
Preserving our heritage
At our recent Annual Meetings, one of the 
topics of discussion was the future of ge-
nealogical research. We probably take it for 
granted that sources that we find and use to-
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day will still be in existence 50 or 100 years 
from now. But I think we need to reconsider 
that proposition very seriously.

Pictures, Letters & Documents: Things are 
changing. People don’t send letters and cards 
like they used to. Pictures are on our phones 
or on our computers, not in photo albums. 
People don’t seem to make scrap books any-
more. Even documents of importance to us, 
are often digitized and filed on our comput-
ers. The hardcopy written records and pho-
tographs are rapidly disappearing from our 
everyday life. 

While the hard copy materials certainly could 
get destroyed by fire, flood or other events, 
digitized and computerized documents can 
just as easily (or maybe more so) vanish be-
fore our eyes. 

If you are keeping things in electronic form, 
have you considered what would happen 
to them should you become incapacitated, 
or die? Could someone else retrieve those 
materials, or would they even know that they 
exist?

What I fear is that down the road, a favorite 
picture of grandma, or Aunt Harriet will not 
exist. Remembrances in the form of letters 
will have been emails, which were discarded 
and destroyed. What will we have for our 
descendants to remember us by?

Even backing up to the cloud has uncertain-
ties. Recently, a large cloud service organiza-
tion in California got hacked, and everything 
that was on all of their hard drives and serv-
ers was destroyed. Wiped clean. They eventu-
ally were able to restore some information, 
from offsite storage drive packs, but they told 
their clients that some of their stored infor-
mation was gone for good. They wished them 
good luck. (You need to read the agreements 
carefully to see what if any liability they 
might have. Usually none. You store stuff in 
the cloud at your own risk.)

An important aspect of genealogy is not just 
the names, dates, and places, but also the 
character of the individuals we are reporting 

on. Absent pictures, letters and cards, that 
will be very difficult. There will be no stories 
to tell.

Cemeteries and burials: In the past, we have 
always relied upon the existence of cemeter-
ies to give us some finality of an ancestor’s 
life, but that is not necessarily the case any-
more. First, there is the issue of the care and 
maintenance of burial grounds. How are they 
kept track of? How are they maintained, and 
how many of them have been obliterated, 
because some land owner didn’t want to have 
to bother with them? More than once, I have 
known stones to disappear, and the ground 
to be plowed for crops. 

Then there is the issue of cremation. More 
and more funerals are being done by cre-
mation, and no wonder: it’s cheaper. The 
immediate family often decides to do a DIY 
funeral, with the funeral home doing the 
cremation and just handing over the ashes to 
the family. (As a priest, I hate these things!) 
So what happens to the ashes? Who knows? 
Sometimes they are put into the ground or in 
a niche in a regular cemetery, but often they 
just sit on a shelf, or disappear altogether: 
spread to the wind, the meadow, or stream. 
That may be illegal, but it happens. In the 
future, we may not be able to find the final 
resting place of our forebears. And if there 
is one good reason for that latter to happen, 
it is the costs charged by cemeteries to do a 
burial or interment.
So what are we to do?
If we have enjoyed doing family genealogy, we 
need to be concerned that our descendants 
will have the same ability to learn about our 
lives as we have had with our forebears. We 
need to be proactive in this regard.

As for pictures, letters and documents, keep 
photo albums, make hard copies of worthy 
pictures on actual photo paper that you can 
look at and show without having to turn on 
a computer, notebook, tablet or phone. It 
makes such a nice evening to just sit and 
reminisce over a set of pictures.

As for materials that are on our phones and 
computers, make sure a responsible person 
knows what is there or in any backup to the 

Historian’s Corner
cont’d from p. 9
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cloud and can retrieve them as necessary. 
Don’t let your accounts and computers die 
with your death. 

Here’s a hint I tell my clients to do. If some-
one needs to get access to your account after 
your passing, they just talk with the orga-
nization as if they were you. I know this is 
perhaps a white lie; however, your designat-
ed individual will be able to get things done 
in a more efficient manner, than saying you 
are dead, because that will bring down all 
kinds of technical requirements that will take 
weeks to square away, believe me.

Dashing off an email is awfully easy; I do it 
all the time. But maybe we should, at least 
once a year, write a nice note to each of 
our loved ones with news, views, and other 
tidbits that they can read and hold onto for 
the future. Handwritten notes really do have 
more meaning than a computer produced 
email. (Physician: heal thyself!) Show your-
self in a more personal way to those who 
mean something to you. Or if you insist on 
writing emails, at least print them out and 
file them in a folder.

As to cemeteries and burials: be active in the 
preservation of cemeteries, especially small 
private ones which may have no family left to 
care for them. If a cemetery preservation or-
ganization is in your area, join it. If not, start 
one. Hunt down every cemetery you can find 
and search out those rumored to exist. Docu-
ment burials in writing and with pictures.

If it doesn’t already exist, work for legislation 
that abandoned cemeteries be cared for by 
town or county governments. 

The intent here is to make sure that our 
descendants can enjoy doing genealogy as 
much as we have enjoyed doing it now. That 
will only be possible if we take the necessary 
steps to see that the resources are available 
to them.

1. Wikipedia Article: Sampler (needle-
work) accessed 9 October 2019.

2. Ellis, Franklin (1828-1885), His-
tory of Columbia County, New York, 
(Philadelphia: Everts & Ensign), 
1878, page 386.g

Part I
As a “clearinghouse for research on all 
Park/e/s immigrants from the British Isles,” 
the Parke Society tracks ancestry through 
Lineage Keys and the Lineage Key (LK) for 
the author’s family is AN (LK=AN). As many 
others have discovered upon becoming 
members, LK=AN is a fragment line, which 
means that efforts to trace it back to an 
immigrant ancestor have been unsuccess-
ful thus far. The author is a descendant of 
Robert Parke (01STW1), who landed with 
the Winthrop Fleet in 1630, and founded the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony near present-day 
Salem, Massachusetts, but ironically, this is 
through the author’s maternal lineage–not 
his surname line.

The author’s great-great grandfather was 
Joseph Parke and James Crawford “J. C.” 
Parkes (02AN4) was his great grandfather. 
Family Tree Identification Numbers (also 
within parentheses) have been used here to 
distinguish others with the same or a simi-
lar name. If desired, more about them can 
be obtained by using these identification 
numbers on the genealogical web site for the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
(LDS or Mormon Church) in Salt Lake City, 
Utah (www.familysearch.org). However, the 
Family Tree option on this web site was cre-
ated from pre-existing databases so duplicate 
records still exist and it requires a user-cre-
ated account, but at no cost.
Andrew Addis Parke, Sr.
It’s unknown if Parke was a common name 
in Greene County, Pennsylvania, but that’s 
where Joseph Parke is believed to have been 
born (15 February 1796). However, there 
were families with this surname in the Trans 
Allegheny Region of Virginia, and because 

Related Families of Joseph Parke 
(01AN1) and His Second Wife 
Susanna (Stoneking) (Parke/S) 
Richman (1841-1911)

By Bryan Dean Parkes (PS# 1571)
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of opposition to slavery during the Civil War 
or War between the States (1861-1865), 
the Trans-Allegheny Region separated from 
Virginia and became West Virginia, our 35th 
state, on 20 June 1863. As a result, Greene 
County is adjacent to the northern tip of 
what is now West Virginia.

Andrew Park, Our Ancestor is an undated, 
typewritten family history compiled from per-
sonal knowledge/ private sources by descen-
dants of Andrew Addis Parke Sr. On Page 1, 
they claimed a Joseph Parke (born in 1795), 
and who married Mary Darrah, was the fifth 
child/second son of Andrew Addis Parke Sr., 
but nothing else was known about Joseph 
and Mary Parke or their family. It’s believed 
Andrew Addis Parke Sr. was “one of the earli-
est Park settlers in” what was then northern 
Virginia, and during the Revolutionary War 
(1775-1783), he “had taxable land in Monon-
galia” County (now West Virginia and adja-
cent to Greene County, Pennsylvania).

The sixth and seventh children of Andrew 
Addis Parke Sr. were William Parke and 
James Parke. Y-DNA testing only traces male 
lineage, but a Y-DNA12 test has revealed 
no genetic match between the author and 
known descendants of either William Parke 
or James Parke. As a result, Andrew Addis 
Parke Sr. was probably the adoptive (or fos-
ter) father of Joseph Parke, but it’s unlikely 
he was his biological father.
Joseph Parke and His First Wife
It appears Joseph Parke married his first 
wife, Mary Darrah, between 1816-1818, near 
Miracle Run, a small stream in Monongalia 
County. Her sister, Sarah Darrah, became 
the second wife of James Parke, son of 
Andrew Addis Parke Sr., which then made 
James Parke the brother-in-law of Joseph 
Parke.

Between September 1819 and October 
1831, Joseph Parke and his first wife had at 
least five children (maybe more). However, 
a Y-DNA37 test has also revealed a genetic 
match between Joseph Parke and William 
Kerschner.

William Kerschner was born out-of-wedlock 
and raised by Hannah Reber and her par-
ents near Auburn, Schuykill, Pennsylvania. 
To date, it’s unknown if Joseph Parke was in 
Schuylkill County, or if Hannah Reber was in 
Greene County, Pennsylvania, or the Trans 
Allegheny Region of Virginia, around October 
1824 (which was nine months before William 
Kerschner was born).

It does not appear Joseph Parke was enu-
merated during the Seventh Census of the 
United States (1850). However, on 18 March 
1858, he bought 84.5 acres from Jacob 
Johan Stoneking Jr. and his wife. This land 
was in Long Drain, an area in the Church 
Magisterial District of Wetzel County, Vir-
ginia (now West Virginia and also adjacent to 
Greene County, Pennsylvania).

During the Eighth Census of the United 
States (9 June 1860), Joseph Parke and his 
first wife were in Wetzel County. Their old-
est son, Silas Jackson Parke, and his wife, 
Sarah Ann (Byard) Parkes, were neighbors. 
Her parents were adjacent to them, and her 
brother, George Byard, lived with their par-
ents. George Byard later became a brother-
in-law of Joseph Parke. Also nearby were 
Susanna Stoneking, and a three-month old 
infant, Henry Stickney, who lived with her 
parents, Jacob Johan Stoneking Jr. and 
Matilda Jane Stoneking, that sold the land to 
Joseph Parke two years earlier.
The Stoneking Ancestry
Stoneking is an Americanized spelling of 
Steinköenig or Steinkönig, a Germanic 
surname with other spellings. The earliest 
known immigrant ancestor of Jacob Johan 
Stoneking Jr. is thought to be Johann Jacob 
Steinköenig. Records show he married on 25 
October 1729, in Mutterstadt, Ludwigshafen, 
Rheinland-Pfalz, Germany, and later had at 
least eight children. The two youngest were 
twins (born 14 June 1746), but two days 
later, their mother died.

Arthur Kent Hall spent “twenty years of 
research” before The Gin Ridge Clans: Being 
a Comprehensive Genealogy and History of 
the Frakes, Stoneking, Willey, Mason, Clark, 
Hendrickson, Womack, and Allied Families 

Related Families of Joseph Parke (01AN1)
cont’d from p. 11
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who were Pioneers in Southwestern Mc-
Donough County and Northwestern Schuy-
ler County, Illinois, was published in 1998. 
According to him, Vernon was the name of a 
bilander, or a coastal-type of merchant vessel 
that crossed the Atlantic Ocean while “im-
porting foreigners” from Rotterdam, Holland. 
They arrived in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
on 1 August 1747, and a Jacob Steinbring 
was the third name on a list of the 53 men 
on board. Today, most researchers believe 
this Jacob Steinbring was Johann Jacob 
Steinköenig.

Little is known about Johann Jacob 
Steinköenig after his arrival in Philadelphia, 
but of his children who were born in Ger-
many, at least three died in 1747 (two in 
Pennsylvania and one of them that August). 
Johann Jacob Steinköenig may have then 
married a Seneca “Indian maiden” and they 
eventually had six children. The youngest, 
Jacob Steinköenig II, married his first wife in 
Greene County, Pennsylvania (about 1787). 
Their second son/third of nine (maybe 10) 
children was Jacob Johan Stoneking Jr. In 
The Gin Ridge Clans, he is identified as Ja-
cob Stoneking III.

The first child of Jacob Johan Stoneking 
Jr. and Matilda Jane Stoneking (was Adam 
Stoneking. Susanna Stoneking, their young-
est daughter, was born on 14 February 1841, 
or about the same year Adam Stoneking 
married Sarah Ellen Parke, daughter of Jo-
seph Parke and his first wife.

After leaving Wetzel County, Virginia (now 
West Virginia), the families of Adam Stonek-
ing and his oldest brother, James Harvey 
Stoneking, had moved near each other in 
Pleasant Township, Lucas, Iowa, by 1860. 
There are 12 townships within Lucas Coun-
ty, and Cedar Township is adjacent to (or 
south of) Pleasant Township.

During the 1860 Census, the families of Sol-
omon L. Darrah and James Harvey Stonek-
ing II were in Cedar Township. “Sol” Darrah 
was the first husband of Delilah Ann Stonek-
ing, the daughter of Adam Stoneking. How-
ever, “Sol” Darrah was not only a grandson 
of Joseph Parke, but also a nephew of his 

first wife, Mary (Darrah) Parke. James Har-
vey Stoneking II was a nephew of Susanna 
Stoneking.
Joseph Parke and Susanna Stoneking
Some believe the first wife of Joseph Parke 
died on 11 March 1863. It’s unknown when 
he married Susanna Stoneking, even though 
there was a 45-year age difference, as vital 
records are essentially non-existent for early-
day West Virginia because of the Civil War. 
However, their oldest daughter, Samantha 
Parkes, was probably born in Wetzel County. 
A five-year discrepancy can be found for her 
year of birth (1863-1868), but it’s believed 
she was actually born on 7 February 1863. 
If so, that means she may have been born a 
month before her father’s first wife died.

Joseph Parke and Susanna Parke sup-
posedly had two more children, Joseph C. 
Parkes and Carolina Parkes. According to his 
obituary, Joseph C. Parkes was born on 18 
February 1865, in Wetzel County, and ac-
cording to her obituary, Susanna Parke had 
five children, “one of whom died in infancy.” 
The deceased infant was probably Carolina 
Parkes, however, her West Virginia birth 
record shows she was the only child born to 
Joseph and “Susan” Parkes on 18 February 
1865. Joseph C. Parkes could not have been 
her twin brother, yet nothing else explains 
their same date of birth.
From West Virginia to Iowa
In 1869, the family of Joseph Parke left West 
Virginia, and by the Ninth Census of the 
United States (19 July 1870), they were in 
Pleasant Township, Lucas, Iowa. No death/
burial record has been found for Carolina 
Parkes, and she is not on any 1870 Census, 
so it’s unknown if she died in West Virginia 
or Iowa (or in between them).

The 1870 Census for Pleasant Township 
shows Henry S. Parkes as the oldest child of 
Joseph Parke and Susanna Parke. It’s only 
speculation if he may have been Henry Stick-
ney, or who his biological parents were, but 
the 1860 Census for Wetzel County is the 
only record that has been found for a Henry 
Stickney (born March 1860).

continued on p. 14
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(Mrs. Joseph) Parke. Lucinda “Cindy” Byard, 
daughter of George and Rebecca Byard, and 
a niece of Susanna Parke, later became the 
second wife of Joseph William Stoneking.
Chariton, Iowa, and Crawford, Nebraska (1885-
1900)
In 1885, Henry S. Parkes, adopted son of 
Joseph Parke and Susanna Parke, came to 
Crawford, Dawes, Nebraska, where he home-
steaded in the Cottonwood Valley area of 
Sioux County (northwest of Crawford). Be-
tween 1885-1888, the family of Hiram Lin-
coln Stoneking left Iowa to start a homestead 
at Round Top, Dawes, Nebraska (which was 
near Crawford).

On 11 September 1890, Joseph C. Parkes 
and Emma Katherine “Kate” (Cramer) Boylan 
were married in Chariton, Iowa. His mother, 
Susanna (Mrs. Joseph) Parke, married her 
second husband, Bryan Richman, on 5 
July 1891, in Chariton. On 9 October 1892, 
Henry S. Parkes, Susanna Richman’s ad-
opted son with her first husband, married 
in Sioux County, Nebraska, while on 9 June 
1893, James Crawford Parkes, her youngest 
son with Joseph Parke, also was married in 
Chariton.

During the 1895 State Census, Samantha 
(Parkes) Barker, oldest daughter of Susanna 
(Mrs. Bryan) Richman ; Samantha Barker’s 
cousin, Joseph William Stoneking ; his moth-
er, Sarah Ellen (Mrs. Adam) Stoneking ; and 
her youngest son, David Stoneking, were all 
in Pleasant Township, Iowa. Susanna Rich-
man’s youngest sons, Joseph C. Parkes and 
James Crawford Parkes, lived next to each 
other in Chariton. 

As of 1895, Susanna Richman’s niece, Mary 
Ann (Stoneking) Reeves, was also in Lucas 
County (probably Chariton). By 1899, her 
older brother, James Harvey Stoneking II, 
had left Chariton, and their youngest broth-
er, Hiram Lincoln Stoneking, started another 
homestead in Eureka Canyon about three 
miles north of Guernsey, Laramie (now Platte 
County), Wyoming.

During the Twelfth Census of the United 
States (8 June 1900), Joseph C. Parkes still 

Related Families of Joseph Parke (01AN1)
cont’d from p. 13

According to his marriage license and obitu-
ary, Henry S. Parkes was born 19 March 
1860, in Wetzel County. Joseph Parke and 
Susanah [sic] Stoneking were the parents on 
his marriage license, but no parent(s) were 
listed in his obituary. As a result, it’s be-
lieved Henry Stickney was adopted by Jo-
seph Parke, probably informally rather than 
legally, and he became known as Henry S. 
Parkes. No middle name has been found for 
Henry S. Parkes either, so it’s also specula-
tion whether his middle initial may have 
been an abbreviation for Stickney.

During the 1870 Census for Pleasant Town-
ship, the family of James Harvey Stoneking 
were neighbors of his youngest sister, Susan-
na (Mrs. Joseph) Parke. By then, Sarah Ellen 
(Mrs. Adam) Stoneking, daughter of Joseph 
Parke and his first wife, was a widow, but 
she was still in Pleasant Township with her 
youngest son, David Stoneking. On 27 Feb-
ruary 1873, James Crawford Parkes, young-
est son of Joseph Parke and Susanna Parke, 
was born in Chariton, Lucas, Iowa.

During the Tenth Census of the United 
States (6-7 July 1880), Hiram Lincoln 
Stoneking was with the family of Joseph 
Parke in Pleasant Township. He was the 
son of James Harvey Stoneking and another 
nephew of Susanna (Mrs. Joseph) Parke.

During the same census, Joseph Parke and 
Susanna Parke still lived near Sarah Ellen 
(Mrs. Adam) Stoneking. Her daughter, Deli-
lah Ann (Mrs. Solomon) Darrah, and another 
son, Joseph William Stoneking, were also 
neighbors. Joseph William Stoneking was an 
“early settler” who “gave land” for the Oak 
Hill/Stoneking Cemetery near Tipperary, 
Lucas, Iowa. After Joseph Parke died (23 No-
vember 1882), he (and several of his descen-
dants) would be buried there.

By 1885, the family of George Byard had 
left Wetzel County, West Virginia, for Cedar 
Township, Lucas, Iowa. Besides his wife, 
Rebecca Byard, their family included Eliza-
beth Stoneking. Rebecca Byard and Eliza-
beth Stoneking were older sisters of Susanna 
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PT  Arthur (01PT1) Parks (c1775, MD – 
??) (Represented) m). Leah Williams, 
no further information. Three children 
known, there may be more. Arthur 
was born in Somerset County, Mary-
land.

Source Materials: Lineage papers 
and correspondence of descendant 
member

Children:

• Thomas D. (02PT1) Parks (c1810, 
MD – 1864, VA) (Civil War Reg-
mental Hospital), m1) Susan 
Elmore (c1815, VA – ??) 1830, 
Westmoreland Co, VA. No issue. 
m2) Alice Lindon Jeffries (1812, 

Lineage Key Catalog–part 25
by Society staff
Beginning with Newsletter Vol. 45, No. 1, 
we’ve been publishing the Society’s 300+ 
Lineage Key Catalogue, including data as to 
the founder and other details for the general 
information of Society members. 

As most Society members know, we keep 
track of the various Park/e/s lines by assign-
ing them individual lineage keys consisting of 
one or two letters like A, or JJ or RX. When 
new members join the Society, we try to see 
whether their Park/e/s ancestry matches 
any existing lineage key. If not, we create a 
new key. Some keys represent immigrant 
lines, others fragment lines such as Park/e/s 
who suddenly appear in Ashton, Ohio, with 

lived next to his youngest brother, James 
Crawford Parkes, in Chariton. Their mother, 
Susanna Richman, was with James Craw-
ford Parkes and his family. Sarah Ellen (Mrs. 
Adam) Stoneking died the year before (11 
June 1899), but during this census, her son, 
Joseph William Stoneking, and the family he 
had with his second wife, were still in Pleas-
ant Township.

Another neighbor was the only son Joseph 
William Stoneking had with his first wife, 
Charles Henry Stoneking. David Edward 
Darrah, nephew of Joseph William Stonek-
ing, lived nearby. David Darrah was the 
son of Solomon L. Darrah and Delilah Ann 
(Stoneking) Darrah. His wife, Rachel (Byard) 
Darrah, was the daughter of George Byard 
and Rebecca (Stoneking) Byard. Rachel (Mrs. 
David) Darrah was also a sister of Lucinda 
“Cindy” (Byard) Stoneking, second wife of 
Joseph William Stoneking.

Note. The author joined the Parke Society 
on 20 March 2011. This article represents 
almost eight years of research. For additional 
information, or to exchange further informa-
tion of mutual interest, contact him at gene-
alogy4Dean@yahoo.com. Part II will appear 
in a subsequent issue of the Newsletter.g

no reference to where they came from or to 
whom they are related. 

Sometimes, through identification of match-
ing individuals, or DNA evidence, we might 
discover that a fragment line is actually part 
of another fragment or immigrant line. With 
positive identification, the line is merged or 
consolidated into the larger or earlier line, 
and all group sheets and related materials 
are relabeled with the new lineage key. Line 
mergers are indicated in the narrative.

Not all lines are represented by Society mem-
bers, and not all members are active in the 
Society. The word “represented” following the 
lineage key in the description indicates that a 
current member belongs to that line. Where 
children are listed, if the name is in boldface, 
then we have descendants from that child; 
otherwise, we know nothing further. The 
word “DNA” appears after the lineage key if 
the line has had DNA testing.

Lineage keys published to date are: all sin-
gle-letter keys (Vols. 45.1–46.1), double-letter 
keys AA-ZZ and AX-ZX (46.2–47.2), AY-ZY 
(47.3, 48.1, 49.1), AZ-ZZ (49.2, 50.1), AW-ZW 
(50.3–51.2), AV-ZV (51.2–53.1), AU-ZU (53.3, 
54.2-3, 55.1–55.2), and AT-OT (55.2-3). Fur-
ther Lineage Keys will appear in subsequent 
Newsletters. 

continued on p. 16
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VA – 1889, VA) 1837, Westmore-
land Co., VA. Five children.

• William (02PT2) Parks (1813, MD 
– ??) m. Isabelle B (?) (1830, MD 
– ??), no date or location for mar-
riage. Two children known.

• Sarah A. M. Parks (02PT3) Parks 
(c1820, VA – ??, ??) m. Sydnor 
Beale (1812, VA – 1850, VA) 1838, 
Westmoreland Co., VA. Six chil-
dren. 

(PS#1056D; no active members on 
this line)

QT  George Story (01QT1) Parks (c1777, 
SC – 1865, AL) (Represented) m. Mar-
garet McCracken (1780, KY – 1840, 
AL) c 1800, location unknown. At 
least two children. This line could very 
well be part of the Arthur, LK=A lin-
eage. yDNA testing would be needed 
to confirm the connection.

Source Materials: Lineage papers 
and correspondence of descendant 
member

Children:

• James (02QT1) Parks (c1817, 
SC – 1907, MS), m. Ann Melinda 
Hensley (1834, AL – ??) no date or 
location found for marriage. Nine 
children

• Mary Ann (02QT2) Parks (1827, 
SC – 1891, MS) m. Thomas H. 
Brown (1828, AL – 1906, MS) 
1848, Tuscaloosa, AL. No issue 
known.

(PS#1062D; no active members on 
this line)

RT  Hugh (01RT1) Park (1750, Ire – 1820, 
SC) (Represented) m. Jennet Glenn 
(1760, Ire – 1830, SC) 1789, Chester 
Co., SC. Two daughters only, no male 
descendant lines known. This is an 
Immigrant Line.

Source Materials: Lineage papers 
and correspondence of descendant 
member

Children:

• Elizabeth (02RT1) Parks (1790, SC 
– 1874, IL), m) John McClurken 
(1792, SC – 1874, IL) 1811, Ches-
ter Co., SC . Nine or ten children. 

• Mary Glenn (02RT2) Parks (1792, 
SC – 1845, IL) m. Robert Gibson 
(1792, SC – 1852, IL) 1811, Ches-
ter Co., SC. Eleven children. 

 (PS#1069R; no active members on 
this line).

ST  Samuel (01ST1) Parks (1730, ?? – 
1796, NC) (Represented) m). Mary 
“Polly” Vaughn (1745, NC – 1788, NC), 
either 1754 or 1764, in North Caroli-
na. Lineage correspondents show a to-
tal of seven children. Browsing on line 
shows a great deal of confusion on the 
marriage(s) and offspring. Also some 
believe that there was another mar-
riage to a Lavinia Garner perhaps be-
fore the Vaugh. It is believed that this 
Samuel is the son of Samuel (02C4) 
Parks & Mary North of the Thomas of 
Virginia line, LK=C.

Source Materials: Lineage papers 
and correspondence of descendant 
member

Children:

• Jane (or Jene) (02ST1) Parks 
(c1768, NC – ??). Nothing further 
known

• Alexander (02ST2) Parks, III 
(c1770, NC – a1850, TN), m. 
Phoebe Cauldwell. Nothing further 
known.

• Samuel (02ST3) Parks (c1772, 
NC – 1801,??), m. Jane Whitten, 
c1796, SC. Five children.

• Nancy (02ST4) Parks (c1774, NC – 
??). Nothing further known.

Lineage Key Catalog, Part 25
cont’d from p. 15
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• John (02ST5) Parks (c1775, NC 
– ??), m. Mary Cordes. Nothing 
further known.

• Thomas (02ST6) Parks (c1775, NC 
– 1852, NC) m. Anna Cheek (1774, 
NC – 1849, NC), 1795, place un-
known. Eight children.

• James (02ST7) Parks (c1780, NC – 
??). Nothing further known.

(PS#1070D, 1418R; no active mem-
bers on this line) 

TT  See the Double Letter Lineage Keys

UT  William (01UT1) Parks (c1770, PA – 
1857, PA) (Represented) m. Elizabeth 
Rebeca Flannigan (c1789, PA – 1862, 
PA) Date and place of marriage un-
known. Six children. We now have 
this line back one generation from 
when it was originally written up. 

Source Materials: Lineage papers 
and correspondence of descendant 
member. 

Children:

• Jane Mary (02UT1) Parks (c1809, 
PA – 1881, OH), m. John Duke 
(1812, PA – 1892, OH) date and 
place of marriage unknown. Three 
children. 

• Eliza (02UT2) Parks (c1810, PA 
– c1881, PA). Nothing further 
known.

• John Milton (02UT3) Parks 
(c1816, PA – 1862, MO), m). 
Lourana Jane “Lou” Eddins 
(1824,VA – 1859, MO) 1847, Henry 
Co., MO. Five children.

• Sarah Ann (02UT4) Parks (c1824, 
PA – PA) Nothing further known.

• Samuel (02UT5) Parks (c1826, 
PA – 1862, PA). Nothing further is 
known. 

• William (02UT5) Parks (??, PA – 
1862,PA) 

(PS#920R; no active members on this 
line)

VT  Some years back we had correspon-
dence with a Charles Courtney Wil-
liam Parke, who resided in Zimba-
bwe, Africa. His inquiry concerned a 
certain Thomas Parke, a Lieutenant 
in the Royal Navy who died in 1777 
and is buried in Dibden, Hampshire, 
England who is his 4th Great-Grand-
father. He was looking for help in try-
ing to trace the line further back, and 
perhaps to locate other descendants 
of his forebear.

As a Society we work almost exclu-
sively with Park/e/s individuals who 
came to North America from the Brit-
ish Isles. While I explained that his 
particular line was really out of our 
scope, he did join the Society and we 
did run a notice in our Newsletter. 
Nothing came of the inquiry. We did 
catalogue the line for future reference 
but have done nothing more with it. It 
is shown here for information pur-
poses only

Thomas (01VT1) Parke (c1720, Eng – 
1777, Eng) (Represented) m. Mary (?) 
who survived him and was the ex-
ecutor of his estate. Other than their 
names from the Will, little is known 
about them. The names are given here 
just for reference.

Children:

• Henry (c1754-1824); Richard, d. 
c1830; Edward, d. 1835; Thomas, 
d. c1805; and Mary who married 
in 1795, nothing else is known

(PS#1032R; no active members on 
this line)

WT  LK=WT is currently vacant, and not 
in use. Formerly, this key was used to 
describe: 01WT1 William Columbus 
Parks (b1826, VA – 1882, OH), m1) 
Elizabeth Beech, in 1850 in Tennes-
see, and m2) Sarah Jane Clift, in 
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1864 also in Tennessee, and is now 
classified as 05C14151 in the Thomas 
of Virginia Lineage.

XT  Lyman Killam (1XT1) Parks (1782, 
MA – 1872, MY) (Represented) m. 
Fanny Dickinson (1794, CT – 1859, 
NY), 1810, Russell, Hampden Co., 
MA. Four children. There is a strong 
possibility that this line is actually 
part of the Robert-Thomas line, LK=T. 
Further review will be required.

Source Materials: Lineage papers 
and correspondence of descendant 
member (very thin).

Children:

• Edward L (2XT1) Parks (1822, 
MA – 1891, MI) m1) Emily Rose 
(nee Wilson) (1827, Eng – c1756, 
VA), before 1854, probably in NY. 
Seven children. m2) Clara Curtis 
Hart (1829, NY – 1910, MI) 1875, 
Clinton County, MI. No issue.

• Julia E (02XT2) Parks (1813, MA – 
1890, ??). Nothing further known.

• Amanda (02XT3) Parks (1812, MA 
– 1890, ??), m. John Tinker of NY. 
Nothing further known.

• Henry (02XT4) Parks (1817, MA – 
1902, NY) m Elizabeth Carpenter 
(c18232, NY – 1860, NY) c1848, 
Lebanon, NY. Four children. 

(PS#1094D; no active members on 
this line)

YT  King Cyrus Alexander (1YT1) Park 
(1800, TN – b 1880, TX) (Represented) 
m. Mahala W. Tumlinson (c1803, NC 
– c 1880, TX) b 1824, Scott Co, AR. 
Twelve children. Based on preliminary 
reviews, this line may be connected to 
the Thomas of Virginia Lineage, LK=C.

Source Materials: Lineage papers 
and correspondence of descendant 
member (very thin).

Children:

• Samuel Louis (2YT1) Park (1824, 
AR – a1860, AR), Listed as 
“Dumb”, nothing further is known. 
(Thought to have died in 1830, he 
is found in the 1860 Census as 
age 35.)

• William Joseph (02YT2) Park 
(1826, AR – 1896, TX) m1) Rebec-
ca Donaho (1822, MS – 1871, TX), 
1846, Nacogdoches Co., TX. Ten 
Children. m2) Martha Elizabeth 
Jane Everett (1851,TX – 1947, OK) 
1872, Dewitt Co., TX. Five chil-
dren.

• Joanna (02YT3) Park (1827, AR – 
1860, AR), m. Edmund Pennington 
Gains Arrington (1822, AR – 1901, 
TX) 1843, Nacogdoches Co., TX. 
Six children.

• Elizabeth Ann (02YT4) Parks 
(1825, AR – 1848, TX) m. Isaac 
Donaho (c1823, MS – ??) 1845, 
Nacogdoches Co., TX. One child.

• An un-named son (02YT5), early 
infant death or still born (1830-
1835) Scott County, AR.

• Mary Jane (02YT6) Park (1836, AR 
– 1912, TX) m1) John William Stell 
(1827, TN – 1859, TX) Cherokee 
County, TX. Six children. The rest 
of the record is confused; to the 
best of my knowledge, this is how 
it appears to be: m2) Richard F (or 
A) Williams, no dates. Married 25 
Sept 1870, Dewitt Co., TX. One 
child: Theodocia Williams (1871, 
TX – 1962, TX). m3) James Benja-
min Cook (as his second marriage, 
previously married to her sister 
Nancy Catherine (02YT9) Parks 
who had died in 1873.) (1834,GA – 
1890, TX). Probably in late 1873in 
Dewitt Co., TX, though no record 
has been found. Two children.

• Sarah Matilda (02YT7) Park (1838, 
AR – 1870, TX), m1) Abraham Hil-

Lineage Key Catalog, Part 25
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ary Goodson (1838, GA – 1860, 
TX) 1855, Cherokee Co., TX. Three 
children. m2) John David “Jack” 
Cook (c1836,GA – 1908, TX) 1861, 
Cherokee Co., TX. Two children. 

• George Washington (02YT8) Park 
(1840, AR – 1911, AR) Nothing 
further known.

• Nancy Catherine (02YT9) Park 
(1841, TX – 1873, TX) m. James 
Benjamin Cook (1834,GA – 1890, 
TX) 1857, Cherokee Co., TX. Seven 
children.; He later married Nancy’s 
sister Sarah Matilda in 1861.]

• Alcy C. [Alice] (02YT10) Parks 
(1844, TX – 1914, TX). Nothing 
further known. 

• Rebecca (02YT11) Park (1846, TX – 
1879, TX) m. Caswell W. Cook (

• King Cyrus Alexander (02YT12) 
Parks, Jr. (1850, TX – 1892, TX) 
m. Mary Alcesta Darst (1855, TX – 
1913, TX) 1869, Scott Co., AR. Ten 
children. 

(PS#1095R; no active members on 
this line)

ZT  David (01ZT1) Park (1787, Sct – 
1827, KY) (Represented) m. Mary Bre-
vard McLean (1794, KY – 1847, KY) 
1821, Logan Co., KY. Only one child. 
This is an Immigrant Line.

Source Materials: Lineage papers 
and correspondence of descendant 
member. 

Children:

• George David (02ZT1) Park (1822, 
KY – 1887, KY m1) Eliza J. B. Ken-
nedy (1827, KY – 1852, KY), 1844, 
Todd Co., KY. Four children. m2) 
Mary Ann New (1826, KY – 1892, 
KY) 1853, Todd Co., KY. Seven 
children. 

(PS#1090D; no active members on 
this line)

In memoriam
We note with regrets and sympathy to the surviving 
families the following members who have passed 
away.

It is with great sorrow 
that the Society reports 
the passing of Miss 
Jeanne Ila Reisler, 
PS#514LH, a long-time 
member of the Society 
(1982), and the XIIIth 
President of the Society 
(1997-2002) on August 
17, 2019, at the age of 
89, in Toledo, Ohio of 
an aortic aneurysm. 

The only child of the late Herbert Steele Re-
isler and the late Ila Lee Park, she was born in 
Toledo on June 19, 1930. She was a graduate 
of DeVilbiss High School (Toledo, 1948) and 
Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, 
Ohio with a degree in Education (1953). She 
was a dedicated school teacher for her entire 
work career, one year at the third grade level, 
and the rest as a kindergarten teacher. She 
had that remarkable ability to connect with 
youngsters at that level that made her much 
beloved.

Jeanne was a most remarkable woman. She 
loved her Church, her teaching, her music and 
her travel, in that order. A life-long member of 
Epworth Methodist Church (Toledo), and she 
continued to sing Soprano in its Choir up till 
her death. She had continued to take voice les-
sons to the end (in fact it was her missing her 
regular voice lesson that indicated that some-
thing was not right.) 

In addition to having played the clarinet for 
many years, she sang in several musical or-
ganizations, such as the Toledo Symphony 
Orchestra Chorale (she was a charter member, 
now disbanded), the Toledo Choral Society, and 
the University of Toledo Community Chorus. 
She enjoyed many Toledo musical events and 
concerts. She was a joiner and a supporter of 
many organizations, so many in fact that some-
times she had difficulty scheduling in all of the 
various meetings and dinners.

continued on p. 20
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She was a long-time friend of international 
pianist Stephen Hough, and would make it a 
point to attend any concerts that he was giv-
ing if they were within traveling distance. They 
would often have lunch or dinner together and 
discuss all things musical. 

She traveled extensively all over the US (except 
for Mississippi and Hawaii), Mexico and Eu-
rope, with England being her favorite vacation 
spot. In connection with her travels she was al-
ways on the lookout for new genealogical leads 
and discoveries. Locally she belonged to the 
Lucas County Genealogy Chapter – a chapter of 
the Ohio Genealogical Society, and also of the 
Toledo Area Genealogical Society.

Jeanne never married and is survived by her 
cousins and her Church and Music Society 
friends. She was always busy doing something. 
In fact the list of all her organizations and ac-
tivities could take up many more paragraphs. 
As she once said: “When you get to my age, the 
list is indeed long.”

A memorial service was held for Jeanne at Ep-
worth Methodist Church, Toledo, Ohio on Sun-
day, October 20th, 2019, at 3 PM. Contribu-
tions in her memory may be made to the Parke 
Society, or to the Epworth Methodist Church. 

Jeanne Ila Reisler was an 11th generation de-
scendant of the Robert1 Parke who came to the 
New World aboard the Winthrop Fleet in 1630, 
through his son Thomas2, to Robert3, Heze-
kiah4, Silas5, Amos6, Halsey7, Philip Bender8, 
Michael Moore9, Ila Lea10 Park, who married 
Herbert Steele Reisler, to herself. Lineage Key 
T, Chart 10.

We recently learned of the death of long 
time (1986) Life Member Mrs. Joan Lorene 
(Gutekunst) Reiner, PS#790, on January 9, 
2019, a long-term resident of Clarendon Hills, 
and recently LaGrange Park, Illinois.

Born on April 16, 1931, in Berwyn, Illinois, 
Joan was the daughter Ralph Bunker and 
Clara Frances (Shaw) Gutekunst. Joan devoted 
her life to serving others. She married Ralph 

Charles Reiner, Jr. in 1950. He predeceased 
her in 2004. They raised their two children in 
Clarendon Hills. Following her 32-year career 
as Director of Children’s Ministries at the Com-
munity Presbyterian Church (CPC) in Claren-
don Hills, she retired in 2002.

Joan was the founding director of the state 
licensed Childcare Center at CPC. She recently 
served as Chaplain of the Downer’s Grove 
Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution. 

Joan is survived by her sister, Grace Ethel 
Gutekunst, son, Richard Craig (Laura), daugh-
ter Sandra Lynn, three grandchildren and six 
great grandchildren. A memorial service was 
held at the Community Presbyterian Church, 
Clarendon Hills, on Saturday, February 9, 
2019.

The family requested that in lieu of flowers, me-
morial gifts could be made to the Community 
Presbyterian Church of Clarendon Hills Child-
care Center Tuition Assistance Fund.

Joan Lorene Reiner was a 13th generation 
descendant of Robert1 Parke of the Winthrop 
Fleet, who came to the New World in 1630; to 
Thomas2, Nathaniel3, Joseph4, Daniel5, Daniel6, 
Joel/Jeheil7, Daniel8, Mary S9 Parks, who mar-
ried Friend D. Maxon, to Clara Mariah10 Maxon, 
who married Anson David Grimes, to Minnie11 
Grimes who married Porter Willis Shaw, and 
to Clara Frances12 Shaw who married Ralph 
Bunker Gutekunst, to herself. LK=T, Chart 13. 
Lineage Key Catalog, Part 25.g

Welcome, neW member!

1686 Magaly Virginia Park
 South Miami, FL

 Lineage is Lineage is Roger of NJ, 
LK=K.  Line is Roger1, John2, John3, 
Moses4, Rev. Thomas5, James6, George 
Richard7, George Porter8, Walter El-
mer9, Horace Cooper10, to member’s 
spouse11.g

In memoriam
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