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From Armagh to Omaha: A Parks Family Journey
By Ken Parks PS#1406

You may recall my past articles referencing
my own Parks line and its apparent origins
in County Armagh, Northern Ireland. Our
connection to Armagh was discovered by
means of Y-DNA testing, and until recently it
appeared that ours was the only genetically
distinct Parks family in that county. However, I have since discovered another Parks lineage from County Armagh which, though we
have yet to find a DNA representative to test,
would appear to be a different Parks line.
The earliest known couple in this lineage
are George Parks, (b. ca. 1826 Co. Armagh,
Northern Ireland-d. July 17, 1871 Co. Armagh, Northern Ireland) and Catherine Hughes
(b. ca. March 1828 Co. Armagh, Northern
Ireland-d. August 6, 1911, Omaha, Douglas
Co., Nebraska.) They were married in County
Armagh on May 2, 1856 in the Middletown
Church of Ireland. George Parks was the
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son of another George Parks, and Catherine
Hughes was the daughter of Felix Hughes,
the occupation of the groom and both fathers
being listed as farmer.
Curiously, this family in later years was Roman Catholic, and it may have either been a
requirement at that time that they be married in the Church of Ireland, or the bride’s
family was Roman Catholic and so this Parks
family followed the RC faith going forward.
There are several marriages of a Felix Hughes
in Armagh ranging from 1822 to 1838, and
all of them were in the Roman Catholic
church. I have found no Roman Catholic
Parks marriages or baptisms in Armagh during this time period other than the children
of George and Catherine (Hughes) Parks with
one exception, a Dominic Parks baptized
in 1856, the son of a John Parks and Mary
Anne Divine.

Life in Armagh and coming to America
At the time of the 1856 marriage of George
and Catherine (Hughes) Parks, George’s occupation was listed as farmer. By the time of
the birth of his son Robert in 1865 his occupation is given as brick maker, a trade that
would influence the career paths of several of
his sons, most notably his eldest son George.
In addition to being a manufacturer of brick,
continued on p. 33
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From Armagh to Omaha
cont’d from p. 31
he later became a flax buyer. This about his
eldest son, George:
From a biographical sketch in: “Omaha: The
Gate City and Douglas County Nebraska”,
1917, volume II:
“In his youthful days George Parks attended the public schools of Ireland and at
the age of twelve years began work in the
spinning mills of Keady, Ireland, where he
learned the trade of spinning and weaving,
being first employed by the firm of William Kirk & Sons. He afterward removed to
Dundalk, Ireland, where he was employed
in spinning and weaving mills until 1871,
when he abandoned that work and entered
upon an apprenticeship to the bricklayer’s
and mason’s trade at Dundalk, Ireland.
There he worked at his trade until 1877,
when he came to America, thinking to try
his fortune on this side the Atlantic. He
was so well pleased with the country and
the opportunities here offered that he subsequently sent for his mother, who with the
younger children of the family crossed the
Atlantic, as previously stated.

line the further accomplishments of George
Parks, including this: “Aside from being
president of the National Construction Company, Mr. Parks is president of the George
Parks Company of Omaha. In May, 1916, he
was appointed to succeed John C. Drexel, as
city commissioner. As a city official, superintending the department of street cleaning
and maintenance, Mr. Parks gives his official
duties the same close attention as he has
given his own private business, eliminating
all partisan influence and putting his department on a strictly business basis.”
While his three married sisters appear to
have remained in Chicago or its suburbs, the
other three Parks brothers made their way
to Omaha, and all were successfully engaged
in various trades connected with the construction industry. This brief description of
his brother Robert, from his obituary in the
Morning World-Herald (Omaha, Nebr.), November 25, 1912, p. 2, col. 1:

“George Parks made his way at once to Chicago, where he secured immediate employment as a bricklayer. He did considerable
work along the line of his trade in connection with the packing house interests and
he remained a resident of Chicago until
1888, when under contract to the ArmourCudahy Packing Company he came to
Omaha to take charge of all the brick and
iron work in connection with the erection of
the Cudahy-Armour packing plant in South
Omaha.”

Robert Parks was born in Middletown, County Armagh, Ireland, in the year, 1869. He left
his native land in 1885 and on his arrival
in America went directly to Chicago, where
George Parks had been for a year or more.
Entering the plumbing shop of Tom Conlin,
he learned his trade there. As a journeyman
plumber he came to South Omaha in 1889
and his first work here was installing the
plumbing and heating plant in the old high
school building. He had been awarded the
contract, as the lowest bidder in competition
with other, older and much more experienced
contractors. Since his successful work he
has continued to be successful and later organized the Robert Parks Plumbing company.
At the time of his death he was rated as one
of the city’s most successful business men.”

The lengthy biographical sketch goes on to
outline a very successful career as a businessman, being in charge of large building
projects in several cities around the country, including his now hometown of Omaha.
In fact, the biographical sketch states, “Mr.
Parks has the distinction of having erected
the greater part of the prominent buildings in
Omaha.” Indeed, the sketch goes on to out-

This reminiscence of his brother Robert from
George Parks: “No, no one seems to believe
that he is dead,” said George Parks yesterday afternoon, “and I cannot believe it myself
and I just left him over there. Though it is
years ago, the memory of my brother and
playfellow as we roamed the green hills of far
Armagh is strong upon me. Then those later
years of kindness and encouragement in

continued on p. 36

2021 Vol. 57, No.3

35

From Armagh to Omaha
cont’d from p. 35
times when even men need a word of sympathy and understanding, make the realization
of the cold truth of death impossible to me
now.”
Robert Parks was preceded in death the year
before by his mother, Catherine (Hughes)
Parks, and this notice of her passing in the
Morning World-Herald (Omaha, Nebraska),
August 9, 1911, page 3, column 1, gives us
a glimpse of the mother of this remarkable
family:
“Wednesday morning the funeral of Mrs.
Catherine Parks, the aged pioneer woman
of South Omaha, who died at a late hour
Sunday evening, was held. Shortly after
8:30 o’clock the long funeral cortege, one
of the largest ever seen in the city, moved
slowly from the home at Seventeenth and
Missouri avenue to St. Agnes church. Preceding the remains into the church were
four little girls, the grandchildren of Mrs.
Parks, robed in white and dropping flowers
in the paths of the casket. The pallbearers
were also grandchildren of the deceased,
sons of James, George, Robert and John
Parks.
“The solemn requiem high Mass was celebrated by the Rev. Father James Ahern,
with the Rev. Father Moriarty, deacon,
and the Rev. Father Morgan, sub-deacon.
The funeral sermon was preached by the
Father Ahern, pastor of St. Agnes church.
The preacher dwelt at length upon the
high character and goodness of the woman
whose death is so generally mourned in
South Omaha, of the blessing she was as
a mother to a large family. The eloquent
sermon was filled with words of comfort for
the sorrowing relatives. After the church
services the funeral wended its way O
street and to St. Mary’s cemetery. Here in
the midst of relatives who had gone before
her was laid to rest a woman who had done
well her part in life.”
George Parks, the husband of Catherine
Parks and father of this large family, passed
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away in County Armagh at the age of fortyseven. Unfortunately, he did not live to see
how successful his children would become,
but would no doubt have been very proud
of their accomplishments in their adopted
country.

The family at a glance
Below are the children of George and Catherine (Hughes) Parks, and you will note there
are obvious discrepancies regarding dates of
birth. Some are undoubtedly in error, as they
do not leave enough time between births. I
attempted to check as many available sources for these dates that were available online,
but no conclusive findings allowed me to
resolve the conflicts in time to publish this
article. This lineage does not appear in our
Parke Society database, but will be added
in the near future as we seek living descendants for DNA testing.
George Parks (b. 15 Mar 1858 Co. Armaghd. 2 May 1930 Omaha, Douglas Co., Nebraska m. 29 Aug 1886 Cook Co., Illinois, Margaret STORM)
Mary J. Parks (b. 6 Jan 1860 Co. Armagh-d.
23 May 1940 Chicago, Cook Co., Illinois m.
Patrick SMITH)
Anna T. Parks (b. Nov 1864? Co. Armagh-d.
29 Jan 1943 Chicago, Cook Co., Illinois, m.
14 Feb 1888 Cook Co. Illinois, Peter McCRAVE)
John M. Parks (b. 8 Apr 1865 Co. Armaghd. 4 May 1935 Kankakee, Illinois, m. 2 Jun
1896 Douglas Co., Nebraska, Margaret
GRANDON)
Robert Parks (b. 4 Aug 1867, bap. 7 Nov
1871 Co. Armagh-d. 24 Nov 1912 Omaha,
Douglas Co., Nebraska, m. 8 Jan 1902 Kansas City, Missouri, Cecilia M. O’CONNELL)
Catherine “Kate” Parks (b. Oct 1867-d. 10
Jan 1949 Cook Co., Illinois, m. 10 Jan 1889
Chicago, Cook Co., Illinois, Peter HENRY)
James Johnston Parks (b. 18 Jul 1869 Co.
Armagh-d. 1935 Omaha, Douglas Co., Nebraska m. 19 Jan 1892 Omaha, Douglas Co.,
Nebraska, Mary J. KENNY)g
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From the President’s Desk
by Susan Van Allen PS#1653

Spring has sprung – and summer is coming in hot! I’m spending more time out and
about in the community (fully vaccinated!)
and have even taken a few plane trips to visit
family. If the pandemic has taught me one
thing, its not to take for granted the time
spent with family and friends. I hope you are
getting to reconnect with your nearest and
dearest too!
During the April 2021 Parke Society Zoom
meeting I gave a presentation on the Genealogical Proof Standard. We’ve decided to
reprint it in the Newsletter, is a serialized
format, beginning in this issue (see p. 52).
I hope you find its tips and explanations
helpful. The monthly meetings have been a
happy outcome of our COVID experience.
Approximately 30 people have attended one
or more meetings in the last six months, and
we are enjoying conversation and discussing
all manner of topics. If you want to join us,
please email me for the meeting invite (scvanallen01@comcast.net).
As we get ready to hold our Annual Meeting
this fall, we would appreciate your feedback
in our online survey (Start Survey, https://
www.questionpro.com/t/CnEhdZgwVye?).
All responses will remain confidential and secure. Thank you in advance for your valuable
insights. Your input will be used to ensure
that we continue to meet your needs.
Have a wonderful summer!)g

From the Executive Director

by (Fr.) Michael (Tad) Parks+, PS #425H
The Annual Meetings
Since early in 2020, we have all been under
the cloud of the COVID-19 pandemic. It has
changed the way of many organizations have
had to operating. Including the Parke Society. How were we going to continue as an
on-going organization.

Last year at this time, we were in a quandary. Do we meet in-person? Can we even?
Is the hotel we usually use even open (it
was not), and there was no guarantee that
it would be open come September. So we
moved to a virtual platform. It worked, and
from that has come the Monthly Town Hall
Meetings, a new and good thing for the
Society. We should have been doing this all
along.
Our choices for 2021 were to have an inperson meeting (as in the past), a virtual
meeting (as happened last year), or a hybrid
combination of in-person and virtual. After
considerable discussion, we have decided to
go with a totally virtual Annual Meetings for
2021. So here is the Official Announcement.
The Annual Corporate meeting of the Parke
Society, Inc. will be held via Zoom on Sunday afternoon, September 26, 2021, at 3 PM,
Eastern time (2 PM Central, 1 PM Mountain,
and Noon on the West Coast).
All members in good standing are welcomed
and urged to attend this meeting. The Corporate meetings have traditionally been fairly
brief, with the main purpose of the meeting
being to elect two Trustees for a three year
term, ending at the Annual Meeting in 2024.
(Their brief biographies are found elsewhere
in this Newsletter.)
In addition you will hear reports from various
officers and appointees, and have a chance
to ask questions. Following that meeting
there is a very brief second Trustee’s meeting
where we wrap up any necessary open items
left over from the 1st Trustee’s meeting on
the previous day, in addition to electing the
principle officers for the following year. Members are welcome to view the meeting online,
though only Trustees are eligible to vote.
As in the past, a Proxy Ballot is enclosed
with this Newsletter. Whether you anticipate
joining us at the virtual Corporate meeting, or not, we encourage all members to
complete and mail in your Proxy Ballot. The
Proxies make it clear that this is not some
organization run, steered, and controlled by

continued on p. 38
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From the Executive Director
cont’d from p. 37
just one or two people. This is your chance
to pass along any comments you might have
concerning the business of the Society.
To get the necessary credentials to join the
Corporate Meeting via Zoom, simply contact
the Parke Society President, Susan Tyler Van
Allen, PS #1653, by email at scvanallen01@
comcast.net and an invitation to the meeting
will be sent to you.
You do not need to have a Zoom account
to attend a Zoom meeting. If you have not
already installed Zoom software on your
computer, you will be prompted to download
it once you have clicked on the link that you
have been provided. You may also wish to
create an account, but that is not required
to participate in a Zoom meeting. When you
send your email request to get your credentials to join the meeting please be sure to
indicate your Parke Society number (PS#) so
we can confirm you as a member.
Notice is also given here for the first Trustee’s
Meeting to be held on Saturday, September,
25, 2021, at 3 PM, Eastern time (2 PM Central, 1 PM Mountain, and Noon on the West
Coast).
Trustees and Officers are requested to be
present for this meeting, as it is the main
platform for discussion of the State of the Society, hearing reports of the various officers,
and for determining future actions of the
Society. Officers and Trustees will be sent the
necessary credentials prior to the meeting
date. Also Proxy notices will be sent should
they not be able to attend the Trustee’s Meetings.
Core/Appointed staff are also welcome to
this meeting, to add to any discussion.
However only Trustee’s will be able to vote
on any measure. Credentials will be sent to
the Core/Appointed staff, upon request to
the Executive Director, Michael Tad Parks,
PS#0425, at 70741.2122@compuserve.com.
Other members may sit in and listen to our
discussions but will not have voice or vote.
You can request the needed credential from
the Executive Director.
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Concerning renewals:
Have you completed your dues renewal? Your
current status is indicated on the Newsletter
mail label. If it is any year other than 2021,
then you still need to send in your renewal.
Can’t find your renewal envelope? Just mail
the check to our Secretary, Joanne G. Rodgers, at the address found on the second page
of this Newsletter. Be sure to note your PS#.
And please do keep us abreast of any changes in your phone number, or email address.
We hate it when we lose track of you. Your
continuing support is welcome.
Future plans-town hall meetings
Our Town Hall meetings have been very useful to us on the Core Staff, and to members.
We had thought that we might suspend the
meetings over the summer, but then decided
that it would be better to keep the momentum going by meeting year around.
As in the past the Parke Society Town Hall
meetings will continue to meet on the second Saturday of each month at 3 PM Eastern time (2 PM Central, 1 PM Mountain, and
Noon Pacific). They are scheduled to last for
an hour, but can go longer if there is a need
and desire. As usual the credentials for these
Zoom Town Hall meetings can be obtained by
emailing the President of The Parke Society,
Susan Tyler Van Allen. If you have attended
these meetings in the past, you will automatically be sent the new credentials.

Future plans-explanatory videos
The Parke Society is not an easy organization
to get your arms around. Who are we, and
what is our scope, goal and purpose? How
are we different from other organizations?
And what about the terms we use, like Lineage Keys, GIVENAME Index and so on.
Like almost any kind of endeavor, our Society has a specialized vocabulary that we use
to do our work, and to communicate with
one another. I often forget that when communicating with new members, they may not be
queued into what we are talking about when
we use some of these terms.
Rick Wood, PS#1699, who is a recently retired Photo Journalist from the Milwaukee
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Journal-Sentinel newspaper (for 42 years!)
has offered to help produce some short videos answering these questions. They will be
probably no longer than three or four minutes and hopefully will be able to be posted
on our web site for all to see.
While we are still working out just how these
videos will unfold, we are thinking of the following titles as a starting point.
1. What is the Parke Society: Scope, goal,
purpose and how are we different
2. Brief history of the Parke Society
3. A Clearing House versus a family reunion
organization
4. Our Terminology: Lineage Binders, Group
sheet numbers, and GIVENAME Index
5. What’s these things called Lineage Keys
and how do they work
6. How are our family group sheets different.
Titles and content will be refined as we move
into production. These videos should be
useful to inquirers, new members and long
standing members alike.
Again, this is something we probably should
have been doing long before now. We really
haven’t been taking advantage of the tools
that are now available to us.
By the way, a seven minute video is available to anyone who wants to watch it of the
Milwaukee Head Office of the Parke Society.
Just email me, and I will forward it to you.
Warning, it is a big file, and if you don’t have
a speedy internet connection, you not want
to try to down load it.

Status Report on digitizing and member files.
We are continuing to digitize Parke Society
materials. We are about 30% done with the
digitization of the Lineage Binders. The largest remaining group of materials to be dealt
with in terms of digitizing are the membership files. We have come up with a process to
digitize the files of deceased, since they are
essentially closed. We are just at the beginning of this process.
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Back Office opportunities
In past columns we have talked about BackOffice opportunities and we would love to
have individuals step up to the plate in these
positions. At this point we are looking for
someone to take over as the Secretary (a
mostly financial type of job) and someone
to step into the role of Vice President, basically as an understudy to someday take over
as President. If you would be interested in
contributing to the success of the Society, let
me know.g

The Candidates for Trustee.
Because we no longer have Annual Convocations, where we could do a “meet and greet”
of Board of Trustee nominees, we decided
several years ago to provide you the members
with a brief synopsis of the candidates, their
history with the Society, and their genealogical background. With a smaller Board (reduced from nine to six several years ago) we
feel that you ought to know just who we are
asking you to elect. The Parke Society has
survived over these 55 plus years, partially
due to the fact that we have had an active
and engaged Board of Trustees. These individuals are being elected for a three year
term ending at the Annual Meeting in 2024.
Lu Etta Terock, PS#861, of Portage, Indiana, has been an active member since 1988,
and the Treasurer since 1995. She was first
elected as a Trustee in 2009, and recently
retired as the CFO a mechanical contracting
firm. She is a ninth generation descendant of
the immigrant line Thomas of Virginia, LK=C.
She also recently took on the responsibility of
being the Lineage Leader of that line following in the footsteps of Phyllis Kumler. She
is being nominated for a continuing term on
the Board of Trustees.
Bruce Reeves, PS#1261, of Houston, Texas,
has been an active member since 1997. He
is being nominated replacing William “Rob”
Stamm, PS#1428, who chose not to stand
for re-election. By trade, Bruce is in independent contractor in the Information Technology field. He is currently listed as a sixth

continued on p. 40
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Candidates for Trustee
cont’d from p. 39
generation descendant of William Thomas
Parkes, born circa 1825 in Georgia, Fragment LK=DP. We had hoped that there was
a connection to the Thomas lineage LK=C,
but, alas, the yDNA testing has not been very
promising in this regard.g

Historian’s Corner

by (Fr.) Michael (Tad) Parks+, PS #425H
How Genealogy has changed.
Years ago, before the Internet, before Ancestry, before Findmypast, before all kinds of
on-line information, doing family genealogy
was really a struggle. Short of hiring a professional genealogist, which could be costly,
finding one’s forebears took a lot of leg work,
letter writing, and traveling. Much of it not
terribly productive. Often family members
didn’t want to talk about their forebears,
weren’t interested. The relationships could
have been fraught. There might be unresolved hurts, or “family secrets” that people
just wanted to remain family secrets.
And even if one’s relatives were willing to talk
about their ancestors, you couldn’t always be
sure that what they were telling you was the
truth, or if they even knew the actual facts.
Birthdays, and especially marriage dates
could be fudged to protect the not so innocent. It’s a wonder that some industrious
folks actually got enough information together to publish something for future generations. Sometimes well done, and sometimes a
bit questionable.
In the last issue of the Parke Society Newsletter (V57#2, pages20-22), there is a superb
article by Ken Parks, PS#1406, concerning Park/e/s family genealogy BPS (Before
the Parke Society). If you didn’t read it, you
should, as it gives you a perspective on the
state of family history and genealogy when
The Society came into being in 1963.
I came into the Society 41 years ago this
June. I said Yes to David Parke, PS#13H,
when perhaps I should have said “No, thank
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you!” But I was naïve, I had no idea what I
was getting myself into, and David didn’t go
into a great detail about the job either. “Oh,
maybe a letter or two each week” he said. I
was soon disabused of my naiveté.
David was with the Society in its earliest
days, having been President in 1966 and
1967. He walked away for a couple of years,
but the Board asked him to return in 1970,
to take over the Newsletter and the Historian’s role. (Along with that came the Registrar’s position.) It was David who devised the
Lineage Key system and our current family
group sheets which are very unique. Why?
Because it is the only FGS that I have ever
seen that lists the parents of the spouse,
both for the head-liners, and for the children,
giving a much more complete picture of the
family unit. He was also the one who originated the PS# numbering for members. All of
which are still in use today.
I in turn have built on his foundation, and
eventually added the GIVENAME Index
which gave me a road map into all of those
family group sheets stored in the some fiftyfive, three ring binders.
I have seen no need to change the Lineage
Key system or group sheet design. They have
served the Society’s needs very well, and continue to do so.

Current Work
Since the Fall 2008 (Vol. 45, No. 1) issue of
the Newsletter, we have been publishing the
Society’s 300+ entry Lineage Key Catalogue,
including data as to the founder and other
details for the first two generations of each
Lineage Key for the general information of
Society members. In this current issue you
will find Part 28, covering Lineage Keys GS
to NS in the ongoing project. It will take a
couple more years before we make it all the
way through the current catalogue listing.
From time to time we may break the sequence to give important detail updates on
Lineage Keys already published (as we did in
2020 Vol. 57, No. 1). It is hoped that someday we will be able to add this information to
the Parke Society web site.
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In the meantime this publishing effort has
a lot of good benefits for members and the
Society. Over the years many of these Lineage Keys have languished. Hence in reviewing them for publication I am rechecking the
member files, looking for any new information that we have in hand, and doing some
scrounging on the Internet to see what might
be found. In some instances, this has led to
discovery of possible connections not previously known, as you will see from the most
recent edition.

A recent example.
Besides preparing the Lineage Key Catalogue
for publication, we have been doing a wholesale scan of all of the family group sheets
(by Lineage Key) into a pdf format. After the
initial scan, I review the products and sometimes take a deeper dive into a specific Key.
One such recent adventure happened when
I came to the EY Lineage key. It belonged to
Lt. Cdr. David Paul Parks, PS#305, (1922,
MO – 2015, FL).
When he joined the Society in 1997, his Lineage Application Form B showed a line back
only four generations to a William (01EY1)
Parks (1835, KY – ??) who married an Atha
Ann (unknown). Because we couldn’t find a
match when he first joined the Society, his
line was assigned to a Fragment Lineage Key
of EY, in the hopes of finding more information and a link back to earlier generations.
Okay, I said to myself, let’s see if we can find
anything more on this William Parks. Going
to my favorite search site (Ancestry.com) I
plugged in his name with an estimated death
date of 1880 (to get any decent search results they really like some sort of death date,
a reasonable estimate at least), and pressed
“Search.”
The first hit was from a family tree named
“Parks,” with a family tree number 7361
8321, owned by a “TLParks5104”. I didn’t
stop there but clicked on the “see more like
this…” at the upper right hand corner of the
screen. That brought up a screen that said
that he appeared in 77 different ancestry
trees.

Clicking on “see all” listed all of the trees
that he appears in. Each one had William G
Parks, with a wife, Atha Ann Terrell. I now
have two more pieces of data than I started
with. That’s a nice start. In William’s case
most of the of those trees are “public” (64
trees), meaning what you see is what you get.
It will note “private” trees (13 trees for this
William) where you will need to contact the
owner to get further information.
I rarely do that because the response rate
is so small. Either the owner doesn’t want
to share, is too busy, or perhaps they are
no longer members of Ancestry.com, or may
even have passed away. But if you are on the
hunt, and want to do an exhaustive search
(which should be your aim) you probably will
want to try to contact the tree owners. (Unfortunately, in the messaging screen you are
only told how long the individual has/had
been a member of Ancestry, and unlike on
the public trees, you have no idea whether
the individual is still actively doing genealogy, or even still a member or even alive.)
Going to the first noted tree (referenced
above), it gives me a lot of further information. So my first question is: How active is
this researcher? Clicking on her name it
takes me to a page that shows her picture,
says she has been researching since 2002,
and actually “last signed in” “Today” (as this
is being written on 31 May). So this is a very
active ancestry tree, which is a good sign
that we may be looking at some really good
data. On that same page you will find information about how often she is on Ancestry,
other trees she is working on, and even offers
to help. All really good and promising points.
But here is what I am really interested in.
William’s parents are named as “Lorenzo
Dow Parks” and “Elizabeth (Betsey) Riley”.
Now there is a name I know! He is in the
Roger of New Jersey line, Lineage Key K. I
don’t even have to look in the GIVENAME
Index. I just know that name. There are
only a few Lorenzos floating around in our
papers. I look to his group sheet, 06K56, in
our Lineage Binders, to check the children,

continued on p. 42
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Historian’s Corner
cont’d from p. 41
and there he is: William G (07K281) Parks,
born October 1837, in Kentucky. Yes, that
is different from what was on David’s lineage
application, but not at all unusual. I find few
dates that don’t at least some variations.
Now you might say, this isn’t doing genealogy, its data mining. Well, of course it is. But
it has given me some useful information that
I didn’t have before, from which I can build
further.
And here is how genealogy has changed over
the last 40 years. In 1979, when he joined
the Society, we didn’t have the internet. Or
Ancestry. Or Wikipedia. Or any of the other
on-line resources.
The point here is that there are literally thousands of people actively doing family genealogy, and posting what they are finding. In
Commander David’s case, there are at least
77 people working on that same line. This
has really revolutionize doing family history.
It points us to original sources that just were
not available previously on-line.
But can this work be trusted? What you need
to do is to look at any sources that they are
showing. In the case of this Ancestry Tree,
the researcher has listed US Census for
1840, 1850, 1860, 1870, and 1900: Kentucky compiled marriages and death records;
US Civil War draft records as well as the Pension Index. All which can be seen from within
Ancestry.com. She also gives additional references outside of Ancestry: two of which point
to Fold3.com, another paid site.
As with all genealogical data, I do look at
every piece of data with a slightly jaundiced
eye. As I have said, sometimes genealogy
is more of an art than a science. Anything
we find and note down might be subject to
change. Will we ever know the whole truth?
Probably not. But we are trying to get closer
to that truth point.
In the accounting profession, we are all
taught what is the proper way of doing accounting functions. As CPAs, when we advise
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individuals and organizations we are moving
them closer to the right way of doing things.
That is not always easy. Some organizations
have reasons for perhaps being at variance from the absolute correct way of doing
things. But at least we are working to bring
them closer to that point.
It is much the same in genealogy. We all
know that dates, names, and locations
should be certain. But that seems to be an
elusive goal; variations abound. Have you
ever gone by some other name than your
“legal” name? You well might have, and that
has been the case for all time.
The next step will be to update his paper
work, update our records, and refer his file
to the Roger Lineage Leader. It is just too
bad that the member is deceased. I think he
would have been glad to know his roots.

Going Forward
So this is the task before us. As with David
Paul Parks, we will continue to review files to
see what we can find. But this is where you,
the individual member, can help us. Keep in
touch!
Many times when a connection has been
found in our work papers, we are not able to
get in touch with the member, not because
they may have died, but because they have
failed to renew, and we have lost track of
them. Just because you don’t renew doesn’t
mean you are forgotten. You and your lineage are still on our radar screen. But to
actively help you we need to know how to
contact you.
In turn, you can also help us by keeping us
informed of any new or different information
you may have found. Updates cause us to go
back to our databases, to see where that new
information might lead us.
That $30 in renewal dues is not a bad insurance policy to have someone always watching
for you as the years go on.

A Final note concerning Lineage Leaders
In the last issue I spoke to the issue of Lineage leaders for the major lines. But let’s
face it, if you at the only member of a certain
lineage key, then you are, de facto, the Lin-
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eage Leader of that Key. If there are multiple
members on the same Key, I will ask if one of
you would like to take the lead on that Key. I
can’t possibly keep on top of all the Keys all
the time. I need your assistance. The Society
is a two-way street, we can and are helping
each other.g

Lineage Key Catalog—part 28
by Society staff

Beginning with Newsletter Vol. 45, No. 1,
we’ve been publishing the Society’s 300+
Lineage Key Catalogue, including data as to
the founder and other details for the general
information of Society members.
As most Society members know, we keep
track of the various Park/e/s lines by assigning them individual lineage keys consisting of
one or two letters like A, or JJ or RX. When
new members join the Society, we try to see
whether their Park/e/s ancestry matches
any existing lineage key. If not, we create a
new key. Some keys represent immigrant
lines, others fragment lines such as Park/e/s
who suddenly appear in Ashton, Ohio, with
no reference to where they came from or to
whom they are related.
Sometimes, through identification of matching individuals, or DNA evidence, we might
discover that a fragment line is actually part
of another fragment or immigrant line. With
positive identification, the line is merged or
consolidated into the larger or earlier line,
and all group sheets and related materials
are relabeled with the new lineage key. Line
mergers are indicated in the narrative.
Not all lines are represented by Society members, and not all members are active in the
Society. The word “represented” following the
lineage key in the description indicates that a
current member belongs to that line. Where
children are listed, if the name is in boldface,
then we have descendants from that child;
otherwise, we know nothing further. The
word “DNA” appears after the lineage key if
the line has had DNA testing.
Lineage keys published to date are: all single-letter keys (Vols. 45.1–46.1), double-letter
keys AA-ZZ and AX-ZX (46.2–47.2), AY-ZY
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(47.3, 48.1, 49.1), AZ-ZZ (49.2, 50.1), AW-ZW
(50.3–51.2), AV-ZV (51.2–53.1), AU-ZU (53.3,
54.2-3, 55.1–55.2), AT-ZT (55.2-3, 56.1), and
AS-FS (56.2). Further Lineage Keys will appear in subsequent Newsletters.
GS

Hugh (01GS1) Park, (1847, England –
1930, CA) (Represented) m. Elizabeth
Owen Paris (1850, England – 1933,
CA), 1869, Detroit, MI. Eight children.
Member states that Hugh’s parents
were Charles Park and Margaret Mason, but no on-line trees show this
nor do any documents verify this connection. This is an Immigrant Line.
Source Materials: Lineage papers
and correspondence of descendant
member.
Children:
•

Charles (02GS1) Park, (1870,
MI – died young). Nothing further
known.

•

Henry Howard (02GS2) Park,
(1874, MI – 1940, CA), m1) Parnell
“Nellie” Woodmansee (1874, MD
– 1931, CA) 1899, Salt Lake City,
UT. Divorced 23 August 1909.
One child died as an infant. m2)
Helena May Vanden Heuvel (1876,
CA – 1934, CA) 1923, Los Angeles,
CA. No issue.

•

Kenneth Crawford (02GS3) Park,
(1877,MI – 1950, CA) m. Ella
Blanche Marvin (1879, MI – 1924,
CA) 1902, Muskegon Co., MI. Two
children (one died young).

•

Hugh (02GS4) Park, (1879, MI
– 1951, ON), m. Ethel Katherine
Ramsay (1886, WI – 1952, ON)
1912 Appleton, WI. Three children.

•

Robert Nym (02GS5) Park, (1881,
MI – 1958, CA), m. Helen Dorothy
Smith (1894, MI – 1973, CA) 1915,
Muskegon Co., MI. Five children.

•

Sarah Reid (02GS6) Park, (1884,
MI – 1951, VT), m. Brig. Gen.

continued on p. 44
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(1782, NJ – 1853, OH) 1811, Ross
Co., OH. Nine children.

Lineage Key Catalog
cont’d from p. 43
Royden Eugene Beebe (1878, VT
– 1966, VA) 1906, Salt Lake City,
UT. Two children.
•

Apparently there were two adopted
children, named here because they
are carrying the Park surname.

•

Rose [02GS7] Park, Supposedly
married a C. C. Coleman, nothing
further is known.

•

Frederic Carrol [02GS8] Park,
(1897, UT – 1971, CA), m1) Bessie M. Rousseau (1900, KY – ??)
c.1919, California. One child. m2)
Edith Henrietta Baker (1893, MN
– ??) 1924, Alameda Co., CA. Two
children.

PS#931D; no active members on this
line.
HS

Robert (01HS1) Park, (1754, VA –
1813, OH) (Represented) m. Nancy
Agnes Stewart (1758, PA – 1845, OH)
1777, Virginia. Eight children.
Source Materials: Lineage papers
and correspondence of descendant
member.
Children: (not listed in birth order)
•

•

•

•
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Elizabeth (02HS1) Park, (1778, VA
– 1854, OH) m. Peter Clark (1781,
KY – 1835, OH) c1800, Kentucky.
Three, five or seven children reported in various places.
John (02HS2) Park, (1783/1788,
VA – 1848, OH) m. Abigail Elizabeth Wheaton (1788, NJ – 1864,
OH) 1809, Ross Co., OH. At least
Four children, probably more.
Mary (02HS3) Park, (1780, VA
– 1858, OH) m. David Murphy
(1766, KY – 1826, OH) 1811, Ross
Co., OH. Seven children.
Sarah (02HS4) Park, (1791, KY
– 1848, OH) m. Lewis Wheaton

•

Nancy Agnes (03HS5) Park, (1800,
OH – 1842, OH) m. Benjamin
Sawyer Wentworth (1799, OH –
1849, IL) 1818, Ross Co., OH. Five
children.

•

William (02HS6) Park, (1780, VA
– 1870, ??) m. Elizabeth Davis,
dates and locations unknown,
1803, Ross Co., OH. Number of
children unknown. (This individual has been very elusive in terms
of tracking down information.)

•

Martha (02HS7) Park. Very little is
known about her, other than the
fact that the submitter listed her
as being “non compos mentis”.

PS#644spD no active members on
this line.
IS

John (01IS1) Park, (1765, PA – 1843,
SC) (Represented) m. Ann Harper
(1765, PA – 1834, SC) 1787, Possibly South Carolina or Pennsylvania.
Seven children, most places, though
submitter also showed three more
sons (George, Frank, and Guilford)
with no further information. No other
researcher has noted these children.
It is a distinct possibility that this line
may be connected to the Arthur Parke
of Pennsylvania line, LK=A. Further
evidentiary proof or yDNA evidence is
needed.
Source Materials: Lineage papers
and correspondence of descendant
member.
Children:
•

Joseph (02IS1) Park, (1789, SC –
1871, ??) m. Rebecca Finley (1789,
?? – ??), no date or location for
marriage. Three children.

•

Andrew Harper (02IS2) Park,
(1791, SC – 1871, GA), m. Theney
Alethea Barron (1819, ?? – 1873,
??), 1838, Marion Co., GA. Ten
children.
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•

•

Eleanor (02IS3) Park, (1788, SC
– 1869, SC) m. Charles Cunningham (1788, SC – 1871, SC) 1820,
Union Co., SC. Four children.
William F. (02IS4) Park, (1798,
SC – 1878, GA). May have married
in 1849, Meriwether County, GA,
Amanda M Reeves. Probably no
issue in any regard. This marriage
record exists, and other information is in somewhat agreement,
but nothing is certain that this is
the correct William F. Park.

•

Margaret (02IT5) Parks, (1800,
SC – 1870, AL). Nothing further
known.

•

John Job (02IT6) Park, (1804,
SC – c1853, AL) m. Sarah Gilder
(1808, GA – 1885, MS) 1828, Meriwether Co., GA. Ten children.

•

Samuel A (02IS7) Park, (1806, SC
– 1885, GA) m1) Elizabeth “Betsy”
Parke (1814, GA – 1853, GA) 1833,
Jackson County, GA. Seven children. Elizabeth was the daughter
to William and Margaret “Peggy”
(Campbell) Parke, a 5th generation descendant of Arthur Parke
of Pennsylvania. Hence maybe a
distant cousin. m2) Cynthia Ann
Reeves (1834, GA – ??) 1869, probably in Georgia. No issue.

Other children that some researchers
have claimed to be of John and Mary
Harper, nothing further known.
•

George (02IS8) Park,

•

Frank (02IS9) Park

•

Guildford (02IS10 Parks

Smith (1798, NY – 1882, OH), 1837,
Ashtabula County, OH. Four children. Betsy Fenton had married first
Ephraim Smith, and had Seven children, not Park/e/s
Source Materials: Lineage papers
and correspondence of descendant
member.
Children: (by first wife: name unknown)
•

Lydia Marie (02JS1) Park, (1823,
NY – 1850, IN) m. Dr. Sylvester
Hamilton Halstead (1811, NY –
1894, KS) c1840, Ashtabula County, OH. Two children. Dr. Halstead
married after Lydia’s death, her
sister Velonia Arlita Park (See viz.)
Thirdly he married an Eliza A.
Davis, (1819, OH – 1905, KS) Lagrange County, IN. One child, not
Park/e/s.

•

Velona Arlita (02JS2) Park, (1826,
NY – c1852, IN) m1) (?) Strickland,
no further information known,
apparently no issue. m2) as his
second wife, Dr. Sylvester Hamilton Halstead (1811, NY – 1894,
KS) 1850, LaGrange County, IN.
No issue.

•

Fannie (02JS3) Park (1819, NY –
??). Nothing further known.

•

Ordelia (02JS4) Park, (1828, NY –
????), m. Griswold Kellogg (1804,
CT – ??, IN) 1846, Ashtabula, OH.
No known issue.

•

Jane (02JS5) Park, (1831, NY – a
1910, ??) m. David Palmer (dates
and locations unknown) 1851,
Ashtabula County, OH. At least
Two children.

•

Charles (02JS6) Park, (1831, OH –
) m. Minerva Cook (c1837, OH – )
1850, Ashtabula, OH. Four children.
continued on p. 46

PS#937R; no active members on this
line.
JS

Newton (01JS1) Park, (1784, NY –
1860, OH) (Represented) m(1) (name
unknown) (c1794,?? – 1837, OH)
before 1819 most likely in New York.
Six or seven children were born to this
union. M(2) Betsy Elizabeth (Fenton)
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rina J. Kennard, (1837, AL – 1891,
TX) 1855, Anderson Co., TX.
Seven children. m2) Amanda Jane
McCook, (1850, FL – 1917, TX)
1898, Anderson Co., TX. No issue.

Lineage Key Catalog
cont’d from p. 45
•

Choletta (02JS7) Park, born in
New York, nothing further known.

Children: (by Betsy Fenton)
•

Byington (02JS8) Park, Bor, in
Ohio, per 1850 Census. Nothing
further known.

•

Edward Eben (02JS9) Park, (1839,
OH – 1919, MI), m. Emma L. Pratt
(1839, ?? – ??) 1876, Chicago,
Cook Co., IL. No issue shown.

•

Joel (02JS10) Park, Born in 1841
in Ohio, per 1850 Census. Nothing
further known.

•

Esther Ann (02JS10) Park, Born in
1844, per 1850 Census. Nothing
further known.

PS#938R; no active members on this
line.
KS

George (Washington) (1KS1) Parks,
(1797, NC – 1861, TX), (Represented)
m. Sarah Douthit (1799, TN – 1902,
TX-[yes, that appears to be correct]),
1825, Lincoln Co., TN. Twelve children. This Key could very possibility
connect with Lineage Key “CV,” but
further evidence is needed. Unfortunately that still does not take us back
to an immigrant ancestor.
Source Materials: Lineage papers
and correspondence of descendant
member.
Children:
•

•
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William Wright (Wiley) (02KS1)
Parks, (1827, TN – c1882, Oklahoma, IT) m1) Elizabeth M.
Crist,(1832, MS – 1850, TX) 1849,
Anderson Co., TX. One child. m2)
Elizabeth Harriett Byron Reynolds (1835, MS – 1895, OK) 1853,
Anderson Co., TX. Eleven Ten
children.
Robert Caldwell (02KS2) Parks,
(1830, TN – 1914, TX), m1) Soph-

•

Benjamin Franklin (02KS3) Parks,
(1832, IL – 1872, TX), m1) Mary P
Gossett. Nothing further known.
m2) Amanda Jane McCook, (1850,
FL – 1917, TX) 1865, Washington
Co., TX. No issue known.

•

L. Jodie (02KS4) Parks, (1833, IL –
??) Nothing further known.

•

Malinda (02KS5) Parks, (1835, IL –
??). Married an Erwin Self. Nothing further known.

•

George Washington (02KS6) Parks,
(1837, IL – 1871, TX) m. Mary Ann
Dickson/Dixson (1838, TX – 1928,
TX) 1860, Anderson Co., TX. Five
children.

•

Sarah Ann (02KS7) Parks, (1839,
IL – 1919, TX) m1) Nathaniel Hassell (c1833, IL – 1863, TX) 1855,
Anderson Co., TX. One child.
m2) Daniel Waggoner (1811, TN –
1877, TX) 1866, Anderson Co., YX.
Five Children.

•

Joseph M (02KS8) Parks, (1841, IL
– ??). Nothing further known

•

Hosea (02KS8) Parks, (1842, IL –
??). Nothing further known

•

Thomas Jefferson (02KS10) Parks,
(1843, IL – ??). Nothing further
known

•

Mariah (02KS11) Parks, (1844, IL
– ??). Married a Mr. Douthit. Nothing further known

•

Sophrina (02KS12) Parks, (1845,
IL – ??). Nothing further known

PS#943D; no active members on this
line.
LS

William Henry Harrison (01LS1)
Parkes, (1818, NC – 1862, MO) (Rep-
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resented) m. Elizabeth Margaret Eastwood, (1825, MD – 19048, MO), 1849,
Benton Co., MO. Eleven children,
including two sets of twins. There is a
distinct possibility that this Evan may
be a descendant of Thomas of Virginia, Lineage Key “C”.
Source Materials: Lineage papers
and correspondence of descendant
member;
Children:
•

Sarah Elizabeth (02LS1) Parks,
(1845, MO – 1845, MO). Died in
infancy.

•

Samuel McAlfie (02LS2) Parks,
(1846, MO – 1912, MO), m1)
Susan Catherine Via, (1848, VA
– 1896, MO), 1870, location unknown. Five children. m2) Susan
Cordelia (Morris) Baker, (1857,
MO – 1935, MO) 1899, Fulton Co.,
AR. No issue

•

John William (02LS3) Parks,
(1848, MO – 1935, WY) m. Wilhelm Minnie Benz, (1861, MO –
1948,OR) 1880, Benton Co., MO.
Six children.

•

James Richard (02LS4) Parks,
(1850, MO– 1942, KS). m. Alice
Anna Via, (1858, ?? – 1928, KS)
1878, Location unknown. Seven
children.

•

Benjamin Wadestill/Wade
(02LS5) Parks (1853, MO – 1939,
SD), m. Mary Estelle Swind, (1865,
NY – 1939, SD), 1880, Benton Co.,
MO. Eleven children.

•

•

Thomas Alexander (02LS6) Parks,
(1855, MO – 1931, MO). Never
married, no issue.
Harriet M. Anna (02LS7) Parks,
(1857, MO – 1888, ??) [Twin], m.
Henry W. Whittal, (1856, ?? –
1935, ??), date and place of marriage unknown. Only one child
known.
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•

Tilatha Ann Comfort (02LS8)
Parks, (1857, MO – 1919, MS)
[Twin]. m. Richard Marion Carpenter, (1852, MO – 1916, MO) 1879,
location unknown. Thirteen children.

•

Joseph Henry Harrison (02LS9)
Parks, (1860, MO – 1941, ??)
[Twin], m. Susan Lenora Stewart,
(1860, ?? – 1925, ??) 1881, locations unknown. Two children.

•

Charles Cicero Henry (02LS10)
Parks, (1860, MO – 1931, MO)
[Twin], m. Calidonia Frances
Snapp, (1859,MO – 1943, ??)
1881, location unknown. One
child.

•

Martin Eastwood Parks, (1861,
MO – 1862, MO). Died in infancy.
PS#944D; no active members on
this line.

MS

Esther (01MS1) Parke, (1809, KY –
1869, MO) (Represented) m. Newman
Henderson (1807, KY – 1875, MO)
1828, Madison Co., KY. Probably nine
children. This Esther Parke has been
found to be the Esther (06K170) Parke
of the Roger Line, LK = “K”. The line is
from Roger1 to John2, John3, Allen4,
Allen5 to Esther6 (Parke) Henderson.
Due to a change in administrative
policy, this line will remain as LK MS,
with notes in the Roger Lineage binders. Also since we do not group sheet
non-park/e/s children, information
given here will be limited.
Source Materials: Lineage papers
and correspondence of descendant
member;
Children: (Non Park/e/s surnamed,
no group sheets are written for these
children.)
•

Eliza Jane Henderson, (1829, KY –
1915, IL), was married, had issue,
Allnutt, 1 child.

continued on p. 48
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Lineage Key Catalog
cont’d from p. 47
• Margaret Ann Henderson, (1830,
KY – 1872, MO), was married, had
issue,. Ditmars, 13 children.
•

Emeline Henderson, (1833, KY
– 1920, MO), was married, had
issue, Fry, 4 children

•

Sarah Frances Henderson, (1835,
KY – 1922, ??), was married, had
issue, Lambson, 1 child.

•

Elzirah Henderson, (1839, MO
– 1912, OK), was married, had
issue, Allnutt, 2 children; Long, 7
children

•

Perlina Henderson(1840, MO –
1845, MO), died young.

•

Melvina Henderson (1843, MO –
1886, MO), m1) William Melville
Jones (1841, ?? – 1896, ??) 1861,
Clinton Co., MO. Two children.
m2) Thomas Benjamin Young
(1835, MO – 1915, MO) 1886,
Clinton Co., MO. Four children..

•

Catha Henderson, (1845, MO –
1932, CO), was married, had issue, Newby, 6 children.

•

Christopher Columbus Henderson,
(1854, MO – 1918, OR) was married, had issue, 6 children, Roberts.

PS#890R; no active members on this
line.
NS

James (01NS1) Parks, (c1718, Ire
– 1813, NS) (Represented), m. Jane
(Graham?), (1720, Ire – 1789, NS)
c1748, Ulster, Ire. Four children,
though some researchers have also
listed Catherine, Elizabeth and a
John, with no further information.
This is an Immigrant Line.
Source Materials: Lineage papers
and correspondence of descendant
member;

48

Children:
•

Thomas (02NS1) Parks, (c1750,
Ire – 1796, NS), m. Rebecca Parks
(1750, Ire – 1795, NS). Five children. The Rebecca Parks is a
daughter of a Matthew and Mary
(Powers) Parks, a line that has not
yet been identified.

•

William (02NS2) Parks, (c1752,
Ire – 1838, NS), m1) Ann Mary
Johnson, (c1752, Ire – c1778, NS)
1772, Nova Scotia. One child. m2)
Anna Crooks (c1756, Ire – 1824,
NS) 1779, Nova Scotia, Ten Children.

•

James (02NS3) Parks, (1754, Ire
– 1818, NS) m1) Jane Rebecca
Parks (1766, NS – 1808, NS) 1787,
Nova Scotia. Four children with
only two surviving into adulthood.
m2) Hannah Freeman (1748, NS –
1815, NS) 1806, Nova Scotia. Two
children. Again the Jane Rebecca
Parks is a daughter of a Matthew
and Mary (Powers) Parks, a line
that has not yet been identified.

•

Mary (02NS4) Parks, (c1760, Ire
– b,1814, NS) m. Joseph Parks
(1760, Ire – b1814, NS) 1789,
Lunenberg, NS. No issue shown.
This Joseph Parks is the son of a
Matthew and Mary (Powers) Parks,
a line that has not yet been identified, and a brother to Jane, and
Rebecca Parks listed above.

•

Catherine (02NS5) Parks, Nothing
further is known.

•

Elizabeth (02NS5) Parks, Nothing
further is known

•

John (02NS7 ) Parks , Nothing
further is known.

PS#902R, 892; no active members on
this line.g
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In memoriam
Lois Kathleen (Park) Brown, PS#241, of
Mt. Dora, Florida, died April 26, 2021, just
one day short of her 98th birthday. Lois was
born April 27, 1923, to Bruce Edward Park
and Eva Suiter in Sayre, Pennsylvania, and
was raised in Nichols, New York. Lois graduated in 1941 from the Nichols High School.
Shortly after graduation, Lois, married John
Peppard of Waverly, New York. John joined
the Army Air Corps and Lois went with him
wherever she could, working for the war effort. Sadly, in 1945, John, a bomber pilot/
navigator, was killed when his plane exploded on take off from a Norfolk, England air
base. Lois, feeling compelled to do something
to carry on in John’s place, joined the Women’s Army Corps.
Following her discharge from the WAC, Lois
attended college in Illinois. There, Lois met
Warner Brown. They married in 1948, and
made their home in Elmhurst, Illinois, Warner a high school English teacher, and Lois,
a kindergarten teacher. At one point, they
served as exchange teachers, spending a year
in England.
Upon retirement, Lois and Warner moved
to Mt. Dora, Florida. Lois continued in the
“teacher mode” assisting those from other
countries to learn/improve their English, editing books, writing, genealogy, and as with
many other women of her time, keeping busy
with many aspects of fiber arts including
sewing, needlepoint, knitting, quilting, etc.,
until Lois’ eyesight failed.
Lois is survived by her husband Ralph Warner Brown, and their two children, Luther
Park (Bonnie) Brown and Lucinda Anne
Brown.
Lois Kathleen Park was an 11th generation
descendant of the Robert1 Parke who came to
the New World aboard the Winthrop Fleet in
1630, through his son Thomas2, to Thomas3, Thomas4, Josiah5, Thomas6, Thomas7,
Avery G8, Burton William9, to Bruce Edward10, to member11. LK=T, Chart 6.

Jean Marvon (Dyer) Swanson, PS#850, a
longtime Member of The Society, died peacefully in her home on October 14, 2020, just
days shy of her 97th birthday.
Born October 27, 1923 in Scranton, IA,
daughter of James Carmen Dyer, Sr., and
Edna May Light. When her father got a new
job in 1929 at the McNeil Island Penitentiary
her entire family picked up their belongings,
and moved to Steilacoom, Washington. In
1952 she met and married Herbert Bonde
Swanson, a Seattle based CPA with KPMG.
He passed away in 2011 after nearly 60 years
of married life.
Jean Swanson was very active in many
church and community organizations, and
prided herself in your green thumb abilities,
growing a multitude of flowers which she put
into arrangements for her Church, home,
and friends.
Jean is survived by her daughters Susan
(William) McCaughan, Kathryn (Eric) Sellereit, and Amy (Marco) Lizardi, numerous
grandchildren, great grandchildren, nieces,
nephews and many friends.
Jean was a 10th generation descendant of
Roger1 Parke (LK=K) through his son Roger2,
to William3, Zebulon4, John5, Sarah Jane6
(Park) Thompson, Charles William7 Thompson, Josephine Allie8 (Thompson) Dyer,
James Carman9 Dyer to Jean10 (Dyer) Swanson.
Geraldine Robin (Hewes) Thompson,
PS#955, of Santa Barbara, California, passed
away peacefully in her sleep on January 20,
2021, at the age of 94 years. She was born
September 29, 1926, in Santa Barbara, California the daughter of George Roland Hewes
and Sadie Geraldine Sides.
Gerry earned a BA degree at the University of California at Santa Barbara where
she met her husband to be, Charles Byron
Thompson. They were married on the 19th
of June 1949, at Santa Barbara, California,
and remained that way for 53 years until
Charlie passed away in 2002. Gerry’s greatest passions were art, genealogical research-
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ing, travel, and ballroom dancing. Geraldine
was survived by her sons Charles David
Thompson, and Donald Robert Thompson,
and daughter, Lynda Robin Thompson, five
grandchildren, two great grandchildren,
other relatives and friends.
Geraldine Robin (Hewes) Thompson was an
11th generation descendant of the Robert1
Parke who came to the New World aboard
the Winthrop Fleet in 1630, through his son
Thomas2, to Thomas3, Thomas4, Josiah5,
Thomas6, Thomas7, Mary Eliza8 (Park)
Bloodgood, Leilla Bird9 (Bloodgood) Sides, to
Sadie Geraldine10 (Sides) Hewes, member11.
LK=T, Chart 6.
Nancy Brownell (Park) Wheless, PS#1079,
passed away peacefully on the 18 May 2017,
in Houston, Texas. She was born December
18, 1924, in Houston, Texas, the daughter
of Dr. James Howard and Edith (Brownell)
Park.
Following the conclusion of his service in
World War II, she married (William) Mead
Wheless, Jr, on March 17, 1945 in Houston,
Texas. Just before she died their church recognized them as their longest married couple
having been wed for 72 years. They developed and resided on Cinco Ranch, outside of
Houston, to which many Houstonians have
fond memories of fishing, duck hunts, pigeon shoots, and rice well swims, all of which
Nancy graciously hosted.
As a couple they were very active in many
community organizations like the Open Door
Mission, and the River Oaks Garden Club, as
well as their parish community of St. Luke’s
Methodist Church.
Nancy was survived by her husband (he later
died January 16, 2018 in Houston), children
William Meade (Laura Overton) Wheless,
David Brownell (Annie Cook) Wheless, Robert
Frederick (Laura Moore) Wheless, NancyWheless (Robert) Zimmerman, and Patricia
Wheless (Richard) Hoban, sixteewn grand
children, sixteen great grandchildren, nieces,
nephews, other relatives and friends.
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Nancy Brownell (Park) Wheless was a 7th
generation descendant from the Fragment
line starting with James1 and Mary (Fulton)
Parks who resided in Prince Edward Co.,
Virgina, through his son Joseph2, to Joseph
Littlejohn3, John Thompson4, James Howard5, James Howard Jr6, to member7. LK=G.
Solomon Joseph (Joe) Park, III, PS#1260,
born on August 19, 1934, in Beaumont,
Texas, the son of Solomon Joseph and Mattie
Catherine (Johnson) Park, II, died in Austin, Texas December 5, 2012. After receiving
his BA and MA degrees from the University
of Texas, Austin, and serving four years in
the US Air Force, he spent the rest of his
career in government service, with the FAA,
USPO, DOT, retiring on disability when he
was Director of Management Systems for
the Federal Railroad Administration. He was
keenly interested in military History, and the
co-author of the book: The British Military:
Its System and Organization, 1803-1815.
He wrote many articles on the history of the
British Army and on the Napoleonic Wars.
He was survived by his wife Kimberly, and
sons, Clinton Burch, and Christopher Joseph Park, grandchildren, great grandchildren, and many other relatives and friends.
Solomon Joseph Park, III was a 7th generation descendant from the Fragment line
starting with James1 and Mary (Fulton)
Parks who resided in Prince Edward Co., Virgina, through his son Joseph2, to Joseph Littlejohn3, Richard Evans4, Solomon Joseph5,
Solomon Joseph II6, to member7. LK=G.

Other deaths noted
And sometimes, despite our best efforts, by
the time we do hear of the death of a long
time member, we are unable to find much
of anything about their lives and passions.
This particularly happens when we are looking into a Lineage Key that has laid fallow for
a number of years. In this case, it was while
reviewing the LK=VX.
Joe Mack Hight, PS#259, died April 22,
2014, at Greenbrier, Robertson Co., TN at
the age of 87. He was a member of the Fragment LK=VX, starting with Samuel2 Park,
(1767, SC – c1860, TN), who married Jane
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Thompson (1775, TN – 1838. TN) in 1792, to
John Joseph Andrew3, Fidilli Fidora4 Park,
who married Richard Thompson Hight, to
Joe Park5 Hight, to member, Joe Mack6
Hight.
A cousin to Joe Mack Hight was Nile Jean
(Goswick) Sinclair, PS#397, who died August
21, 1991, at the age of age 57 years, apparently in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Her line
was Samuel2 Park who married Jane Thompson. Her line then goes to William3, brother
to Joe’s John Joseph Andrew Parks, to
James Robert Mclure4, Melissa Mae5 (Park)
Goswick to Nila Jean6 (Goswick) Sinclair.
The predecessors to Samuel2 Park are very
confused. Different researchers have reached
different conclusions. It could be Lt. John
Arthur Park who married Ann Noblett or Joseph Park who married Alice Culbertson, or
even a Joseph Park who married a Jean Ann
Dick. Some of these possibilities point to
perhaps a connection to the Arthur Lines in
Pennsylvania, LK=A. To prove things one way
or another, we would need a suitable yDNA
candidate.g

Welcome, new members!
1702 Charles Edward Swanson
Bonney Lake, WA
Lineage is fragment line, LK=WR,
commencing with Robert1 Parke,
(c1758, PA? – 1840, OH) married Mary
(unknown) in 1797, Ohio, thence to
WIlliam2, Salathial3, Chester Melvin4, Royce Leslie5, Royce Edward6, to
member7.
1703 (Alfred) James Poole, III
Locust Grove, VA
Lineage is LK=T, Chart #13, commencing with Robert1 Parke of Massachusetts, (1580, England – 1665, CT)
married Martha Chaplin (1583, England – 1644, England (?)) thence to
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Thomas2, Nathaniel3, Joseph4, Daniel5, Daniel6, Benjamin Marvin7, Norman8, Norman D9, Norman deRoy10,
Winnie Ruth11 Parks, who married
Alfred James Poole, Jr., to member12.
1704 Deborah Ann Parks
Collierville, TN
Lineage is a new fragment line,
LK=JM, an immigrant line from Ireland. Commencing with William1
Parks (ca 1792, Ireland – 1855, ME)
who married Bridget Kilday (1795, IR
– 1855, ME), marriage date unknown,
probably in Ireland to John2, William3,
George Sherwood4, William John5,
to William Thomas6 Parks, spouse of
member.
1705 Amanda J Hammock
Veneta, OR
Lineage is LK=G, commencing with a
James1 Park (1724, ? - 1769, Prince
Edward Co., VA) who married Mary
Fulton (c1721 – 1774, Prince Edward
Co., VA) in 1734, to a James (Daniel)2
Park, Columbus Monroe3, Columbus
Jefferson4, Richard Russell5, Richard
Russell6, Tina Fay7 (Park) Hammock,
to member8.
1706 Tanya Lynn Mack
Seneca Falls, NY
Lineage is LK=T, Chart #6, commencing with Robert1 Parke of Massachusetts, (1580, England – 1665,
CT) married Martha Chaplin (1583,
England – 1644, England (?)) thence
to Thomas2, Thomas3, Thomas4, Josiah5, Thomas6, Samuel7, Russel M8,
Thomas D9, William Curtis10, Ronald
Comet11, Ronald Curtis12, Gary William13, to Member14.g

The next editorial due date is
October 15, 2021
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The Genealogical Proof Standard
by Susan Van Allen PS#1653

The Genealogical Proof Standard, or GPS,
is used by professional genealogists for demonstrating quality of research. It also helps
new genealogists do high-quality research by
providing guidelines for coming to reasonable
and reliable genealogical conclusions.
In this and subsequent issues of the Newsletter, I’ll present the basics of GPS for our
members.
To begin with, in order to reach a sound
answer to a genealogical question, we need to
satisfy all five components of the GPS:

1. Reasonably exhaustive research.
2. Complete and accurate source citations.
3. Thorough analysis and correlation.
4. Resolution of conflicting evidence.
5. Soundly written conclusion based on the
strongest evidence.
The GPS is applied in all genealogical research to measure the credibility of conclusions about ancestral identities, relationships, and life events.
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An easy 5-stage research and reasoning cycle
can meet required GPS components and answer genealogical questions:
Question: Begin with questions about a
documented person’s unknown relationships
or other information we want to learn about
that person
Gather Evidence. Examine sources that
seem relevant to the research questions and
note tentative answers (evidence) the information suggests.
Test Hypothesis. Determine the accuracy of
collected evidence by subjecting them to tests
of analysis and correlation. (page 5)
Establish conclusions. Hypotheses that
pass the tests of accuracy become conclusions. If a conflict exists, it must be resolved
before the evidence can be considered a conclusion (page 6)
Prove. When we explain our research conclusions in writing, in a way that meets the five
GPS elements, the conclusions are proved.g
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